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A  Source  Edition  Recording  the  Recent  and  Contemporary  History  of  the  State 

Through  the  Medium  of  the  Life  Histories  of  Its  Most  Constructive 

Members,  and  Chronicling  the  Backgrounds  and  Activities  of  Its 

Prominent  Families  and  Personages  with  Emphasis 

on  Their  Accomplishments  in  Making  Illinois 

One  of  the  Great  American 

Commonwealths. 


CHARLES  M.  THOMPSON,  A.B.,  A.M.,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  Litt.D. 

Economist  —  Historian 

Author  —  Elementary  Economics,  1917;  History  of  the  United  States,  1919;  Prin- 
ciples and  Practices  of  Economics,   1928;  Economic  Development  of  the   United 

States,  1938. 


TWO  ROYAL  OCTAVO  VOLUMES  PROFUSELY  ILLUSTRATED 

HISTORICAL  RECORD  ASSOCIATION 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky  Champaign,  Illinois 


Charles  Manfred  Thompson  was  born  at  Fairfield,  Wayne  county,  Illinois,  on  November  10, 
1877.  His  father,  Elisha  Penny  Thompson,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  came  to  Illinois  with  his 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Thompson,  while  yet  a  boy.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  farmer 
and  married  Margaret  Ross  Taber,  who  was  a  native  of  Indiana. 

The  future  Dean  spent  his  boyhood  in  Wayne  county,  where  he  attended  the  rural  and  fair- 
field  city  schools.  As  a  young  man  he  learned  the  baker's  trade  which  was  later  to  be  his  passport 
to  adventure  and  learning.  He  joined  the  United  States  Army  for  service  in  the  Spanish-American 
War.  Having  secured  a  limited  elementary  education  he  worked  as  a  farm  and  timber  hand  and 
taught  in  a  village  school  before  deciding  to  go  farther  as  a  student.  He  entered  college  as  a  student 
at  the  age  of  thirty  and  worked  his  way,  attending  the  University  of  Illinois  and  Harvard  Univer- 
sity. He  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1909,  Master  of  Arts  in  1910,  and  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  in  1913.  He  was  later  awarded  the  degrees  of  Doctor  of  Law  and  Doctor  of  Literature. 
He  became  an  instructor  in  Economics  at  the  University  of  Illinois  in  1913  and  in  the  years  that  fol- 
lowed until  1919  progressed  upward  through  the  ranks  of  Instructor,  Associate,  Assistant  Professor, 
Associate  Professor,  and  Professor,  to  Dean  of  the  College  of  Commerce  and  Business  Administra- 
tion. From  1919  until  his  retirement  in  1943  he  remained  Dean  of  the  College  of  Commerce  and 
Business  Administration. 

In  his  position  as  Dean  of  the  College  of  Commerce  and  Business  Administration,  Dean  Thomp- 
son set  a  record  of  public  service  that  has  seldom  been  equaled.  This  service  threw  him  in  direct 
contact  with  the  business  and  professional  leaders  of  the  state  and  enabled  him  to  extend  his  knowl- 
edge of  economics  beyond  the  realm  of  theory.  In  his  private  business  affairs  he  became  a  large 
land  owner,  farmer  and  orchardist  in  Champaign,  Clay  and  Wabash  counties;  a  successful  coal  mine 
company  director  and  owner  of  producing  oil  royalties  in  Illinois  and  Indiana;  Director  of  Educa- 
tion and  Research,  Illinois  Central  System,  (1936-42);  and  business  consultant.  He  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  Nation's  authorities  on  economics  and  two  of  his  publications  have  received  text  book 
adoption  in  more  than  two  thousand  public  schools  of  the  nation.  He  is  the  author  of:  Administra- 
tion of  Governor  Thomas  Ford,  1842-1846;  History  of  Whig  Party  in  Illinois,  1834-1846;  Ele- 
mentary Economics;  High  School  Economics;  Principles  and  Practices  of  Economics;  An  Economic 
Development  of  the  United  States;  and  The  Lincoln  Way. 

Dean  Thompson's  public  service  positions  include:  Illinois  Educational  Commission,  1921-1925; 
Citizens'  Traction  Settlement  Committee  (Chicago)  1928-1933;  Governor,  Rotary  International,  1932- 
1934;  Director,  Illinois  Chamber  of  Commerce,  1919-1935;  Member,  Illinois  War  Council  (formerly 
Illinois  State  Council  of  Defense),  1940 — ;  State  Rubber  Coordinator,  1942 — ;  Chairman,  Illinois 
Post- War  Planning  Commission,  1943 — ;  President,  University  of  Illinois  Alumni  Association,  1939- 
1942;  President,  University  of  Illinois  Foundation,  1939-1941;  Member,  University  of  Illinois  Ath- 
letic Board,  1939-1941;  and  Director,  University  of  Illinois  Y.M.C.A.,   1920—. 

Fraternally,  Dean  Thompson  is  a  member  and  current  National  President  of  Delta  Chi  (social)  ; 
member,  Phi  Beta  Kappa  (Honorary)  ;  member,  Beta  Gamma  Sigma  (Honorary)  and  member  and 
current  National  President  of  Phi  Eta  Sigma    (Honorary).  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason. 

While  Dean  Thompson  was  at  the  University  he  conceived  the  idea  of  preserving  the  record  of  the 
growth  and  development  of  business  and  industry  in  Illinois.  To  this  end  he  obtained  the  business 
history  of  15,000  firms.  His  retirement  and  his  appointment  as  Editor  of  Library  of  Amercian  Lives 
gives  him  the  opportunity  to  further  this  idea  and  thus  be  of  additional  service  to  his  state.  Dean 
Thompson  is  in  great  demand  as  a  speaker.  He  has  addressed  more  than  4,000  audiences  and  has 
travelled  by  automobile  more  than  a  million  miles  in  the  state. 
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Back  of  this  undertaking  was  a  definite  purpose,  and  that  purpose  was  to  collect  and 
make  permanent  a  complete  account  of  the  growth  and  development  of  the  social  and 
economic  life  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Across  every  worth-while  human  activity  there  fall  the  shadows  of  men  and  women, 
and  at  the  heart  of  every  historical  account  are  to  be  found  the  personages  that  make 
these  accounts  possible.  Accordingly,  therefore,  the  dominant  feature  of  these  volumes 
is  biographical. 

Histories  overflow  with  the  comings  and  goings  of  great  captains.  We  would  not  have 
it  otherwise,  but  in  our  zeal  to  do  honor  to  distinguished  leadership  we  must  not,  if  we 
are  to  have  a  true  picture  of  events,  fail  to  give  credit  to  the  loyal  fighting  forces  that 
make  such  leadership  possible.  Illinois  has  long  shared  and  continues  to  share  with  the 
ether  American  Commonwealths  the  leadership  that  has  brought  us  from  a  struggling 
band  of  patriots  to  the  strongest  nation  ever  known  to  history,  yet  these  leaders  of  ours 
in  all  their  greatness  would  not  have  us  neglect  the  parts  played  by  the  men  and  women 
of  the  state  who  march  under  their  banners  in  the  battle  for  a  fuller  life. 

There  are  many  books  devoted  to  contemporary  Illinois  biography,  but  not  one  similar 
in  scope  and  emphasis  to  this  undertaking.  Here  will  be  found  farmers  and  factory- 
owners  alongside  lawyers,  teachers  and  preachers.  Here  too  will  be  found  the  romance 
cf  struggle  and  the  joy  of  success.  Our  chief  concern  is  with  the  growth  of  our  state  to 
its  present  greatness  with  its  social  life,  with  its  industrial  might,  and  with  the  spiritual 
heritage  it  is  building  for  its  children. 

To  put  the  matter  in  another  way,  we  have  made  permanent  an  historical  record  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  lost  forever.  Already  thousands  of  social  and  economic  insti- 
tutions have  risen,  played  their  parts,  made  their  contribution  to  the  general  welfare,  and 
then  disappeared  as  completely  as  if  they  had  never  existed.  The  result  is  that,  as  heirs  of 
great  estates,  we  have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  labor  and  heartaches  built  into  them 
by  quiet,  unassuming,  men  and  women  whose  only  reward  has  been  the  satisfaction  that 
comes  with  a  task  well  done.  THIS  PUBLICATION  WILL  GO  FAR  TO  REMEDY 
THIS  SITUATION. 

Charle?  Manfred  Thompson 


The  glory  and 
romance  dfdur  history 
are  here  preserved  in 
the  chronicles  of 
those  who  conceived 
and  ruilded  the  struc- 
ture of  our  nation. 
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HOME  OFFICE  BUILDING 

The  State  Farm  Insurance  Companies 

Bloomington,  Illinois 


STATE  FARM  MUTUAL  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

STATE  FARM  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

STATE  FARM  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 


In  the  month  of  February,  1922,  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  Streator,  Illinois,  the  Illinois  As- 
sociation of  Mutual  Insurance  Companies 
endorsed  the  organization  of  an  automobile 
insurance  company  for  the  purpose  of  insur- 
ing; farmers'  automobiles.  The  organization 
plan  was  presented  to  the  Association  by 
George  J.  Mecherle,  who  became  the  founder 
and  president  of  the  State  Farm  Mutual  Auto- 
mobile Insurance  Company,  which  was  incorpo- 
rated March  29,  1922  and  began  business  on 
June  7th  of  that  year  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

The  first  agents  of  the  company  were  men 
who  had  long  years  of  experience  as  officers 
of  Illinois  Mutual  Insurance  Companies. 
Their  contacts  were  principally  with  the  farm- 
ers, and  they  were  able  to  attract  to  the  or- 
ganization the  kind  of  business  that  was 
most  desirable. 

Being  a  casualty  company,  the  State  Farm 
Mutual  Automobile  Insurance  Company  of- 
fered Bodily  Injury  Liability  and  Property 
Damage  Liability  protection  as  well  as  Col- 
lision, Fire  and  Theft  insurance  coverage  for 
damage  to  the  automobile.  As  time  went  on, 
Windstorm  protection  was  added,  as  well  as 
Medical  Payments  coverage  and  Emergency 
Road  Service.  Comprehensive  Coverage  was 
made  available  for  private  passenger  auto- 
mobiles and  certain  types  of  trucks  and  school 
busses. 

The  80%  Collision  Coverage  was  origi- 
nated by  the  State  Farm  Mutual  Automobile 
Insurance  Company. 

One  of  the  important  features  of  the  plan 
of  operation  was  the  six  months'  policy  re- 
newable upon  payment  of  the  required  pre- 
mium for  the  succeeding  six  months'  period. 

Farmer's  Comprehensive  Personal  Liabil- 
ity and  Comprehensive  Residence  and  Per- 
sonal Liability  insurance  were  also  provided. 

Insurance  coverages  have  been  expanded 
and  added  as  the  needs  of  the  automobile  in- 
suring public  demanded. 

The  Company  had  been  operating  on  a 
modest  but  satisfactory  basis  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  for  about  three  years  when,  in  1925, 
it  was  suggested  that  operation  be  extended 
to  the  State  of  Indiana.  The  company  became 
licensed,  in  1925,  to  operate  in  Indiana,  Mis- 
souri and  South  Dakota,  and  continued  to  ex- 


tend its  operations  into  other  states  over 
the  years  until  today  it  is  licensed  in  40 
states,  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Do- 
minion  of   Canada. 

In  addition  to  insuring  farmers'  automo- 
biles, the  company  launched  on  a  program  of 
insuring  desirable  folks  located  in  towns  and 
cities,  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

In  the  year  192  9  the  company  doubled  its 
volume  of  business  and  was  serving  278,365 
policyholders,  and  by  the  end  of  194  9  this 
number  grow  to  1,594,058. 

All  business  of  the  company  is  written  by 
agents  on  a  commission  basis.  The  company 
has  a  State  Agency  in  each  state,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  Canada.  The  State 
Agency  is  responsible  for  the  securing  of 
agents  and  the  production  of  business  within 
the  state.  There  are  also  a  number  of  Dis- 
trict Agents  or  Managers  supervising  terri- 
tory under  the  direction  of  the  State  Agency. 

There  are  now  6,000  agents  licensed  to 
write  for  the  company. 

The  Home  Office,  a  modern,  thirteen  story 
building,  is  located  in  Bloomington,  Illinois. 
The  Company  also  occupies  two  other  build- 
ings which  it  owns,  and  parts  of  two  build- 
ings where  space  is  rented  by  the  company; 
these  are  also  in  Bloomington,  Illinois. 

There  are  1696  employees  in  Bloomington. 

The  company  has  a  branch  of  the  Home  Of- 
fice in  Berkeley,  California,  with  536  em- 
ployees there. 

There  is  also  a  branch  office  in  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  with  22  6  employees;  one  in  Lin- 
coln, Nebraska  with  191  employees,  and  one 
in  Marshall,  Michigan  with  119  employees. 

All  claim  adjusting  of  the  State  Farm 
Mutual  Automobile  Insurance  Company  is 
done  by  the  company's  own  staff  of  adjust- 
ers located  at  convenient  points  over  the  ter- 
ritory in  which  the  company  operates. 

The  company  maintains  256  automobiles 
in  its  adjusting  service.  A  total  of  5,556,728 
miles  were  traveled  in  194  9  in  the  adjusting 
of  claims  for  the  policyholders. 

More  than  $32,000,000.00  was  paid  for  and 
to  policyholders  for  claims  and  losses  in  1949. 

The  assets  of  the  company  as  reported  to 
the  Illinois  Insurance  Department  as  of  De- 
cember   31,    1949    amounted    to    $119,526,- 


661.00,  of  which  $55,385,485.00  was  Surplus. 

The  purpose  of  the  company  is  to  furnish 
low  cost  insurance  to  a  select  group  of  policy- 
holders. 

In  response  to  the  demand  from  the  agency 
force  for  greater  insurance  service  for  their 
policyholders,  the  State  Farm  Life  Insurance 
Company  was  organized  in  192  9. 

The  State  Farm  Life  Insurance  Company 
has  over  $350,000,000.00  of  life  insurance 
in   force. 

Also  in  response  to  the  agency  demands 
for  further  insurance  service,  the  State  Farm 
Fire  Insurance  Company  was  organized  in 
1935  and  now  has  over  $1,750,000,000  of 
insurance   at   risk. 

The  State  Farm  Mutual  Automobile  Insur- 
ance Company,  the  State  Farm  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  the  State  Farm  Fire  Insurance 
Company  furnish  insurance  protection  to  more 
than  2,000,000  policyholders. 

The  companies  have  progressed  through  the 
years  under  the  splendid  leadership  of  Mr. 
Mecherle,  with  the  assistance  of  the  able  men 
whom  he  chose  as  associates.  When  estab- 
lishing the  business,  Mr-  Mecherle  sought  the 
counsel  of  excellent  attorneys,  Ekern  and 
Meyers  of  Chicago,  who  are  still  the  legal 
counsellors  of  the   companies. 

With  excellent  teamwork,  the  entire  or- 
ganization has  attained  a  sort  of  "happy  fam- 
ily" relationship,  which  has  contributed  much 
to  the  success  of  the  companies. 

GEORGE  JACOB  MECHERLE,  LL.D. 

As  chairman  of  the  board  of  a  company 
which  does  business  in  the  entire  English- 
speaking  portion  of  North  America,  George 
Jacob  Mecherle  of  Bloomington  has  a  far- 
flung  reputation.  The  organization  which  he 
heads — and  which  he  organized — is  the  State 
Farm  Mutual  Automobile  Insurance  Com- 
pany, with  head  office  at  Bloomington.  For- 
merly president  of  the  concern,  Dr.  Mecherle 
has  been  succeeded  in  that  office  by  his  oldest 
son,  Ramon  P.  Mecherle.  The  second  son, 
G.  Ermond  Mecherle,  is  secretary.  Dr.  Mech- 
erle, one  of  the  biggest  employers  in  the 
Bloomington  area,  has  made  an  extraordinary 
contribution  to  the  civic  and  economic  de- 
velopment of  the  region  and  to  education 
and  welfare.  He  was  awarded  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  by  Illinois  Wes- 
leyan  University  at  Bloomington  in  recogni- 
tion of  this  contribution. 

Born  at  Bloomington  on  June  7,  1877,  Dr. 
Mecherle  is  the  son  of  John  Christian  Thomas 
and    Susan    Johnson     (Hull)     Mecherle.       His 


father,  a  farmer,  was  born  in  Germany  and 
died  in  Bloomington  in  1910.  The  mother, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  died  in  1915.  Dr.  Mecherle 
is  a  graduate  of  Bloomington's  elementary 
and  high  schools.  Also,  he  spent  a  year  at 
the  Illinois  State  Normal  University  north 
of  the  city-  Until  he  was  twenty-one  he 
worked  with  his  father  on  the  family  farm. 
Then,  for  eighteen  years,  he  operated  a  farm 
of  his  own.  For  another  three  years  Dr. 
Mecherle  was  a  salesman  for  a  farm  imple- 
ment distributor.  With  this  background  in 
agriculture,  he  organized  the  State  Farm  Mu- 
tual Automobile  Insurance  Company  at 
Bloomington  in  1922  and  was  president  until 
1937,  when  he  assumed  his  present  office  of 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  Dr. 
Mecherle  built  the  company  from  small  be- 
ginnings to  the  point  where  it  employs  two 
thousand  persons  in  the  Bloomington  head 
office  alone  and  operates  in  every  corner  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  There  are 
branches  of  the  company  at  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
sota; Berkeley,  California;  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
and  Marshall,  Michigan  and  the  total  person- 
nel in  these  branches  and  in  the  field  at  large 
is  seventy-five  hundred. 

Dr.  Mecherle  married  May  E.  Perry  of 
Bloomington,  daughter  of  John  Henry  Perry, 
a  farmer,  and  Clara  Belle  (Orndorff)  Pei'ry, 
both  now  deceased,  in  Bloomington  on  No- 
vember 6,  1901.  She  died  in  1942.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  marriage — Ramond 
P.  Mecherle,  the  insurance  company's  presi- 
dent, on  February  18,  1903;  G.  Ermond 
Mecherle,  the  company  secretary,  on  August 
20,  1904;  Mildred  M.,  in  1907,  now  Mrs. 
Kenneth  H.  Noll;  and  Hubert  Carroll  and 
Hubert  Lowell  Mecherle,  twins,  on  May  27, 
1911.  Hubert  Carroll  Mecherle  died  on  Jan- 
uary 5,  1943-  Dr.  Mecherle  marrried  Sylvia 
H.  Caldwell  of  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  on  Jan- 
uary 8,  1944.  They  make  their  home  at  1406 
East  Washington  Street,  Bloomington,  and 
worship  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church 
of  that  city. 

Dr.  Mecherle  is  a  member  of  the  Bloom- 
ington Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Bloomington,  the  Union  League  Club 
of  Chicago;  various  Masonic  bodies,  including 
the  Shrine;  the  Bloomington  Lodges,  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows;  the  Bloomington  Country  Club.  The 
Thirty-third  (Honorary)  degree  of  Masonry 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Illinois.  The  honorary  doctorate  conferred 
on    him    by    Illinois    Wesleyan    University    is 


LIBRARY     OF     AMERICAN    LIVES 


GEORGE  JACOB  MECHERLE,  LL.D. 


RAMOND  PERRY  MECHERLE 


but  another  indication  of  the  high  standing 
Dr.  Mecherle  has  achieved  in  his  native  region. 

RAMOND  PERRY  MECHERLE 

In  the  insurance  world  a  renowned  and 
respected  name  is  that  of  Mecherle — and  Ra- 
mond  Perry  Mecherle  of  Bloomington  is 
one  of  the  individuals  who  has  helped  make 
it  so.  Mr.  Mecherle  is  president  of  the  State 
Farm  Mutual  Automobile  Insurance  Com- 
pany, with  head  office  at  Bloomington.  He 
is  also  an  important  citizen  of  that  commu- 
nity  and   the   state. 

Mr.  Mecherle  was  born  in  Bloomington  on 
February  19,  1904,  the  son  of  George  Jacob 
and  May  E  (Perry)  Mecherle.  His  father, 
also  a  native  of  Bloomington,  is  the  founder, 
former  president  and  present  chairman  of  the 
board  of  the  State  Farm  Mutual  Automobile 
Insurance  Company.  An  outstanding  figure 
in  the  insurance  business  in  North  America, 
Dr.  Mecherle — he  holds  an  honorary  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Illinois  Wesleyan 
University — is  also  the  subject  of  a  biography 
in  this  Illinois  Edition  of  the  Library  of 
American  lives.  May  Perry  Mecherle  died  in 
1942. 

Ramond  P.  Mecherle  was  educated  in  the 
elementary  and  high  schools  of  Bloomington 
and  graduated  cum  laude  from  the  Babson 
Institute  of  Boston  Massachusetts  Mr.  Mech- 
erle entered  the  employ  of  the  insurance  com- 
pany in  1924,  with  the  title  of  superintendent 
of  commissions.  This  post  he  held  until  1933, 
when  he  became  vice-president.  In  1937  he 
succeeded  his  father  as  president  of  the  com- 
pany, and  he  has  continued  in  this  capacity 
since  that  time.  He  became  vice-president  of 
the  State  Farm  Life  Insurance  Company  in 
1943  and  of  the  State  Farm  Fire  Insurance 
Company  in  1935.  His  brother,  G.  Ermond 
Mecherle,  is  secretary  of  the  State  Farm  Mu- 
tual Automobile  Insurance  Company.  The 
organization,  employing  two  thousand  in  the 
Bloomington  home  office  and  seventy-five 
hundred  in  branches  and  in  the  field,  has  pol- 
icy holders  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and   Canada.     Its   branches  are   at   St.    Paul, 


Minnesota;  Berkeley,  California;  Lincoln,  Ne- 
braska, and  Marshall,  Michigan. 

Mr.  Mecherle  married  Mildred  E.  Murray 
of  Normal  on  October  9,  1926.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Ernest  Afton  and  Catherine 
(Quinn)  Murray.  Her  father,  a  school  teach- 
er, is  a  native  of  Normal,  while  her  mother 
is  a  native  of  Bloomington.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mecherle  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Georgia  Louanne  Mecherle,  born  on  April  22, 
1931,  and  Ramond  Perry  Mecherle,  Jr.,  born 
on  March  20,  1941.  Mr.  and  Mrs-  Mecherle 
and  their  children  reside  at  6  Country  Club 
Place,  Bloomington.  They  worship  in  the  Sec- 
ond Presbyterian  Church  of  which  Mr.  Mech- 
erle is  a  trustee. 

In  his  community  affiliations  Mr.  Mechei'le 
is  a  member  of  the  Bloomington  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Bloomington  Lodge  of  the  Be- 
nevolent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Bloomington  Country  Club  and  such  Masonic 
bodies  as  the  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
is  giving  distinguished  service  to  his  com- 
munity, the  state  and  his  field  of  business. 

ADLAI  H.  RUST,  LL.D. 

Famed  in  the  insurance  world,  Adlai  H. 
Rust  of  Bloomington  is  also  a  noted  figure 
in  agriculture.  As  insurance  man,  he  is  pres- 
ident of  the  State  Farm  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, executive  vice-president  of  the  State 
Farm  Mutual  Automobile  Insurance  Company 
and  vice-president  of  the  State  Farm  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  as  well  as  treasurer  and 
member  of  the  boards  of  directors  of  all  three 
companies.  In  agriculture  he  is  a  big  grower 
of  crops  and  breeder  of  Aberdeen-Angus  cat- 
tle. 

Mr.  Rust  was  born  amid  the  present  center 
of  all  his  activities,  McLean  County,  on  April 
16,  1892.  His  father  was  Francis  M.  Rust, 
a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  the  county,  and 
his  mother  was  Julia  Hollis,  the  daughter  of 
Berry  and  Elizabeth  Hollis.  Adlai  Rust  pre- 
pared himself  for  a  legal  career.  After  grad- 
uating from  Bloomington  High  School,  he 
studied  law  at  Illinois  Wesleyan  University, 
also  in  Bloomington,  receiving  his  degree  of 
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Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1914  and  being  admitted 
to  the  Illinois  Bar  in  Ocotber  of  that  year. 
He  took  part  in  high  school  and  college  ath- 
letics and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Cham- 
pionship High  School  team  in  1910.  In  his 
four  years  at  Illinois  Wesleyan  the  basketball 
team,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  won  the 
State    Championship   twice. 

From  October,  1914,  to  September,  1929, 
Mr.  Rust  practiced  law  in  Bloomington.  He 
had  become  associated  with  the  State  Farm 
Insurance  Companies  in  the  course  of  his  le- 
gal career  and  in  1929  gave  up  his  law  prac- 
tive  to  devote  his  full  time  to  them.  And 
today  he  is  top  or  one  of  the  top  executives 
of  all  the  automobile,  life  and  fire  insurance 
concerns,  serving  on  their  boards  and  having 
a  dominant  hand  in  guiding  their  policies  and 
growth.  He  has  become  known  throughout 
the  United  States  among  insurance  men  and 
is  a  former  president  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Independent  Insurers. 

In  1917,  Mr.  Rust  married  Florence  Barry, 
the  daughter  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Barry  of  McLean  County.  Florence  Rust  died 
in  1925.  In  1932,  Mr.  Rust  married  Margaret 
Marquis,  the  daughter  of  C.  C.  and  Nellie 
Marquis  of  Bloomington.  Mr.  Rust  is  the 
father  of  three  children — Edward  Barry  Rust, 
who  married  Harriett  Fuller  and  is  the  father 
of  Florence  Margaret  Rust  and  Harriett  Hol- 
lis  Rust;  Mary  Lou,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Richard 
Schaefer  and  mother  of  Henry  Hollis  Schae- 
fer;  and  Adlai  Marquis  Rust.  The  Rust  home 
is  at  31  Country  Club  Place,  Bloomington, 
and  the  family  church  is  the  Second  Presby- 
terian   of    Bloomington. 

Mr.  Rust's  "favorite  recreation  and  hobby" 
is  the  management  of  two  profitable  farms  of 
1,400  acres  in  McLean  County.  All  these  acres 
are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation-  Mr.  Rust 
raises  crops  for  market  and  also  feed  for  the 
raising  and  marketing  of  beef  cattle  and  for 
the  growth  and  perfecting  of  his  registered 
Aberdeen-Angus  herd.  Outstanding  among 
cattlemen  in  his  specialized  field,  he  is  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  American  Aber- 
deen-Angus   Breeders'    Association.     He    also 


belongs  to  the  Illinois  State  Bar  Association 
and  the  American  Bar  Association.  At  Illinois 
Wesleyan  he  was  elected  to  Phi  Gamma  Delta 
and  Phi  Delta  Phi  Fraternities.  He  holds  the 
thirty-second  degree  in  Free  Masonry  and  is 
a  member,  in  addition,  of  the  Bloomington 
Club,  the  Bloomington  Country  Club  and  the 
Union  League  Club  of  Chicago.  He  votes 
Republican.  Whether  as  insurance  executive 
or  as  agricultural  leader,  Adlai  H.  Rust  is 
making  an  outstanding  contribution  to  Amer- 
ican welfare. 

GEORGE  ERMOND  MECHERLE 

Mecherle  is  a  name  famed  in  the  insurance 
world,  for  it  is  associated  with  innovation  and 
progressiveness  in  this  field  of  human  endeav- 
or and  with  the  development  of  three  of  the 
nations'  well  known  insurance  companies. 
George  Ermond  Mecherle,  member  of  this  fam- 
ily, has  contributed  to  the  family  reputation  in 
the  business  by  outstanding  work  as  an  of- 
ficial of  the  three  concerns — State  Farm  Mu- 
tual Automobile  Insurance  Company,  State 
Farm  Life  Insurance  Company  and  State 
Farm  Fire  Insurance  Company.  He  is  Direc- 
tor of  Personnel  for  all  three  cmpanies  and 
holds  other  executive  or  board  positions  in 
one  or  the  other  of  them.  In  addition,  he  is 
noted  for  his  leadership  in  health  and  wel- 
fare work  in  McLean  County  and  for  his  pub- 
lic interest. 

George  Ermond  Mecherle  was  born  in 
Bloomington  on  August  20,  1905,  the  son  of 
George  Jacob  Mecherle  (q.v. )  and  brother  of 
R.  P.  Mecherle  (q.v.).  His  father,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Bloomington,  famed  in  the  insurance 
world  was  the  founder  of  the  State  Farm 
Mutual  Automobile  Insurance  Company.  His 
mother  is  the  former  May  Perry.  Mr.  Mecherle 
was  educated  in  the  Normal  Community  High 
School,  Illinois  Wesleyan  University  at  Bloom- 
ington, the  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana 
and  the  University  of  Arizona,  Tucson.  In 
high  school  he  was  on  the  football  team,  at 
the  University  of  Illinois  on  the  wrestling 
team. 

Mr.  Mecherle  became  manager  of  the  Indi- 
ana Underwriting  Division  of  the  State  Farm 
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Mutual  Automobile  Insurance  Company  in 
1928.  The  following-  year  he  was  promoted 
to  registrar  of  the  State  Farm  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  in  1930  to  assistant  to  the 
chief  underwriter  of  the  automobile  insur- 
ance company.  It  was  in  1931  that  he  as- 
sumed his  present  post  of  director  of  person- 
nel of  all  three  companies,  and  thus  is  active 
in  the  fields  of  automobile,  life  and  fire  in- 
surance. He  was  elected  secretary  of  the  au- 
tomobile insurance  company  on  June  14,  1937, 
and  this  office  he  also  continues  to  hold.  He 
served  on  this  company's  board  of  directors 
from  June  8,  1936,  to  June  14,  1948.  He  is 
vice-president  of  the  life  insurance  company 
and  serves  on  the  board  of  the  fire  insur- 
ance  company. 

On  May  9,  1942,  Mr.  Mecherle  married 
Marcella  Noonan,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  E. 
and  Birdie  J.  (Murray)  Noonan.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  in  Bloomington.  By  a 
previous  marriage  Mr.  Mecherle  has  two  sons 
— G.  Robert  Mecherle,  born  on  March  9,  1930, 
and  Douglas  E.  Mecherle,  born  on  April  22, 
1932.  He  and  his  family  make  their  home  at 
708  LaFayette  Apartments,  Bloomington.  They 
worship  in  the   Second  Presbyterian   Church. 

Active  in  civic  work,  Mr.  Mecherle  serves 
on  the  Bloomington-Normal  Community  Chest 
Committee.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty- 
second  degree;  is  a  Noble  of  the  Mohammed 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Peoria,  and,  in  addition, 
belongs  to  the  Bloomington  Lodge,  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Bloom- 
ington Country  Club  and  Theta  Chi  Frater- 
nity. He  is  a  Republican.  Golf  is  his  favorite 
game.  He  is  giving  leadership  to  the  develop- 
ment of  an  important  business  and  to  the 
growth   of   his   community. 

GILBERT  B.  BROWN 

Known  throughout  the  insurance  business, 
Gilbert  B.  Brown  of  Bloomington  is  one  of  Illi- 
nois' noted  citizens.  He  is  vice-president  and 
comptroller  of  the  State  Farm  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  a  director  of  twenty-five  insurance 


agency  corporations.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
figures  in  the  Illinois  Taxpayers'  Federation 
and  is  an  active  worker  in  various  organiza- 
tions. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Indianapolis,  Indi- 
ana, on  April  16,  1903,  the  son  of  Alonzo  F. 
and  Artie  M,  (Russell)  Brown.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Windfall,  Indiana,  is  a  retired  rail- 
road worker.  His  mother,  also  born  in  Indiana, 
is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Harvey  and  Eliza- 
beth Russell.  Gilbert  Brown  began  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
Indianapolis.  Graduated  from  the  Manual 
Training  High  School  there,  he  then  studied 
at  Butler  University,  also  in  Indianapolis, 
and,  afterward,  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
in  Urbana.  He  has  also  attended  Northwestern 
University  and  Columbia  University  in  New 
York.  He  is  a  Certified  Public  Accountant 
of  both  Illinois  and    Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  associated  with  such 
concerns  as  the  Western  Electric  Company, 
in  New  York;  the  Thomas  E.  Wilson  Sporting 
Goods  Company,  in  Chicago,  and  Ernst  and 
Ernst,  Certified  Public  Accountants,  in  Chi- 
cago, serving  with  the  last-named  firm  for 
ten  years.  In  1935  he  was  appointed  comp- 
troller and  elected  a  vice-president  of  the 
State  Farm  Insurance  Company  at  Blooming- 
ton, and  has  served  in  these  capacities  since 
then,  and  has  contributed  to  the  success  of 
the  tweny-five  insurance  agency  corporations 
as  a  member  of  their  boards.  In  World  War  I 
Mr.  Brown  was  with  the  United  States  Army. 

On  November  20,  1948,  in  New  York  City, 
Mr.  Brown  married  Bessie  Leigh  Clay,  the 
daughter  of  Charles  N.  and  Betty  Clay.  They 
have  a  son,  Gregory  Butler  Brown.  The  fam- 
ily worships  in  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Bloomington  and  resides  at  15 
Country  Club  Place. 

Mr.  Brown's  interest  in  public  affairs  has 
made  him  an  important  figure  in  many  or- 
ganizations, among  them  the  Taxpayers'  Fed- 
eration of  Illinois.  In  1948,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  this  federation's  executive  com- 
mittee. Formed  in  1943  as  a  non-partisan, 
non-profit  organization,  the  federation  has  a 
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research  and  legal  staff  in  Springfield,  with 
field  representatives  at  work  on  tax  problems 
throughout  the  state.  The  organization's  ob- 
jective, toward  which  Mr.  Brown  is  giving 
leadership,  is  to  eliminate  waste,  inefficiency 
and  unnecessary  spending  by  local,  state  and 
federal  governments.  Mr.  Brown  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  including  such 
bodies  as  the  Shrine;  the  Union  League  Club 
of  Chicago ;  the  Controllers  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica and  the  Bloomington  Country  Club.  He  is 
a  Republican.  His  favorite  sports  are  golf, 
fishing  and  hunting.  Mr.  Brown's  zeal  as  a 
citizen  is  widely  recognized,  and  he  has  be- 
come popular  and  influential  in  many  move- 
ments. 

MORRIS  GREENLEAF  FULLER 

In  the  life  insurance  business  since  1912, 
Morris  Greenleaf  Fuller  is  now  Executive 
Vice-President  and  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  State  Farm  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  Bloomington.  Mr.  Fuller,  whose 
military  experience  began  in  1904  when  he 
was  twelve  years  old,  is  a  veteran  of  both 
World  Wars  I  and  II. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  born  in  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  on 
February  24,  1892,  the  son  of  William  Burtt 
and  Ada  (Morris)  Fuller.  His  father,  a  furni- 
ture manufacturer,  was  also  a  native  of  Gal- 
lipolis. The  mother,  another  native  Ohioan, 
was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Emma 
(Carr)  Morris.  Educated  in  the  public  schools, 
Mr.  Fuller  began  his  career  in  the  life  in- 
surance world  as  an  actuarial  clerk  in  1912 
with  the  American  Central  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  Indianapolis.  Little  by  little  he 
rose  in  life  insurance  work,  advancing  from 
actuarial  clerk  to  statistician,  agent  and  a- 
gency  manager.  From  there  he  went  to  state 
agent  and  then  superintendent  of  agents.  After 
serving  in  both  the  home  office  and  agency 
staffs  of  two  companies,  he  joined  his  pres- 
ent company  as  vice-president  in  1929,  finally 
becoming  executive  vice-president.  This 
career  has  brought  his  name  to  the  fore  in  the 
insurance  world  and  enabled  Mr.  Fuller  to 
serve  thousands  of  his  fellow  Americans. 

On  June  28,  1917,  at  Indianapolis,  Mr.  Ful- 
ler married  Octavia  Carr,  the  daughter  of 
Carroll  B.  and  Murrie  G.  Carr.  They  have 
four  children  and  five  grandchildren — Alice, 
the  wife  of  Donald  L.  Warren  and  the  mother 
of  Carol  and  Stuart  Warren;  Carroll  W  Ful- 
ler, who  married  Thelma  Randall;  Myra,  the 
wife  of  Charles  A,  Harper,  Jr.,  and  mother  of 
Charles  A.  Harper,  II,  and  Douglas  O.  Harper; 


and  Douglas  G.  Fuller,  who  married  Elaine  A. 
Arbogast  and  is  the  father  of  Melissa  Fuller. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  G.  Fuller  reside  at  901 
North    McLean    Avenue,    Bloomington. 

Mr.  Fuller  entered  Kenyon  Military  Acad- 
emy in  1904  and  this  began  what  has  proved 
to  be  a  long  military  career.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Ohio  National  Guard  and  later  trans- 
ferred to  the  Indiana  National  Guard,  in  which 
he  went  from  Private  to  First  Sergeant.  He 
was  with  the  Indiana  National  Guai"d  in  1917 
when  the  United  States  entered  World  War  I 
and  he  went  into  the  active  service  with  the 
United  States  Signal  Corps,  with  the  rank  of 
Second  Lieutenant.  He  was  transferred,  as  a 
First  Lieutenant,  to  the  United  States  Infan- 
try and  was  later  promoted  to  Captain.  In 
World  War  II  Mr.  Fuller  took  a  military  leave 
of  absence  from  the  insurance  business  to  ac- 
cept a  commission  as  Captain  in  the  United 
States  Army  Corps  of  Engineers.  In  the  course 
of  the  war  he  was  transferred  as  a  Major  to 
the  Adjutant  General's  Department.  After  the 
war  he  returned  to  his  duties  with  the  State 
Farm  Life  Insurance  Company.  He  is  active  in 
the  American  Legion  at  Bloomington,  and  also 
in  Bloomington  Lodge  No.  43,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Bloomington  Consistory, 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  the  Chi- 
cago Athletic  Association;  the  Bloomington 
Country  Club;  the  Bloomington  Young  Men's- 
Association;  and  the  Mohammed  Temple,  An- 
cient Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  a  Republican.  For  recreation  he 
likes  handball,  baseball  and  swimming.  He  has 
made  many  contributions  to  business  and  civ- 
ic development  at  Bloomington,  and  to  the  in- 
surance field  as  a  whole. 

FLETCHER  BENNETT  COLEMAN 

A  lawyer  who  once  practiced  his  profession 
at  Danville,  Fletcher  Bennett  Coleman  of 
Bloomington  since  1928  has  been  channeling 
his  legal  knowledge  and  abilities  into  insur- 
ance claims  work  and  today  is  Vice-President 
in  Charge  of  Claims  of  the  State  Farm  Mutual 
Automobile  Insurance  Company.  He  is  well 
known  in  the  insurance  business  and  also  in 
civic  and  fraternal  organizations  and  re- 
ligious work. 

Born  at  Danville  on  July  29,  1903,  Mr. 
Coleman  is  the  son  of  Walter  F.  and  Louisa 
Hammond  (Bennett)  Coleman.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Vermilion  County,  Indiana,  is  now 
retired.  His  mother,  also  born  in  the  Hoosier 
State,  is  deceased.  Fletcher  Coleman  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Danville  High  School  and 
holds  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from 
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Illinois  Wesleyan  University  at  Bloomington. 
At  high  school  he  was  on  the  track  team.  At 
law  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
June,  1926,  he  was  elected  to  Phi  Alpha 
Delta,  the  legal  fraternity-  Admitted  to  the 
Illinois  Bar  in  October,  1926,  Mr.  Coleman 
became  affiliated  with  Oliver  D.  Mann  in 
practice  at  Danville  in  November,  1926.  In 
May.  1928,  he  gave  up  the  practice  of  law 
to  take  a  position  in  the  Chicago  claim  office 
of  the  Indemnity  Insurance  Company  of 
North  America.  He  resigned  that  position  in 
October,  1928,  to  become  superintendent  of 
claims  of  the  Iroquois  Auto  Insurance  Under- 
writers of  Danville.  In  December,  1930,  he 
left  that  organization  to  accept  a  place  in  the 
legal  department  of  the  State  Farm  Mutual 
Automobile  Insurance  Company  at  Bloom- 
ington. He  was  promoted  to  Superintendent 
of  Claims  on  September  1,  1933,  and  elected 
Vice-President  in  Charge  of  Claims  in  June, 
1940.  He  has  become  an  authority  on  claims 
work  in  the  insurance  world. 

On  September  8,  1924,  at  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana,  Mr.  Coleman  married  Frances  Lu- 
cille Phillips,  the  daughter  of  Lillian  and 
James  Phillips.  Mrs.  Coleman  is  active  in  De- 
Molay  and  the  Rainbow  Girls  Mothers'  Club 
and  serves  on  the  Bloomington  Country  Club 
golf  and  bridge  committees.  There  are  three 
children — Maurine  Coleman,  Carole  Coleman 
and  Fletcher  Bennett  Coleman,  Jr.  The  fam- 
ily resides  on  Rural  Route  No.  3,  Blooming- 
ton, and  attends  St.  Matthews'  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Coleman,  at  present  a  member 
of  the  church's  building  committee,  is  a  for- 
mer junior  warden  and  member  of  the  en- 
dowment  committee. 

In  his  fraternal  activities  Mr.  Coleman  is 
a  member  of  Bloomington  Lodge,  No  43, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Bloom- 
ington Consistory,  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scot- 
tish Rite,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty-second 
degree,  with  meritorius  service  award,  and  in 
which  he  is  Second  Lieutenant  Commander; 
Bloomington  Commandery,  No.  24,  Knights 
Templar,  and  Mohammed  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
at  Peoria.  He  is  also  active  in  the  Blooming- 
ton Country  Club.  By  way  of  hobby  Mr. 
Coleman  maintains  three  registered  saddle 
horses.  These  are  shown  by  his  children  at  horse 
shows  at  county  and  state  fairs.  In  politics  Mr. 
Coleman  i*  a  Republican.  His  activities  have 
done  mucii  to  promote  the  growth  of  Blooming- 
ton and  MeLean  County  and  contributed  to  the 
development  and  prestige  of  the  insurance 
business. 


ARTHUR  W.  TOMPKINS 

To  numerous  practitioners  in  the  insurance 
world  Arthur  W.  Tompkins  of  Bloomington 
is  known  as  the  man  who  for  years  has  led  in 
the  work  of  expanding  the  operations  of  the 
State  Farm  Insurance  Companies,  for  from 
local  agent  for  the  State  Farm  Mutual  Auto- 
mobile Insurance  Company  in  South  Dakota 
he  has  risen  to  agency  vice-president  of  the 
State  Farm  fleet,  which  includes  in  addition 
to  the  State  Farm  Mutual,  the  State  Farm  Life 
and  the  State  Farm  Fire  Insurance  Compan- 
ies, with  headquarters  in  the  Home  Office, 
Bloomington  Illinois.  Mr.  Tompkins  has  a 
national  reputation  as  an  insurance  execu- 
tive and  also  a  local  reputation  for  civic  and 
organizational   interests. 

He  was  born  at  Wyoming,  Iowa,  on  August 
6,  l89o,  into  a  prominent  farming  family.  His 
parents  were  Albert  T.  and  Margaret  E. 
(Shaffer)  Tompkins,  also  natives  of  Iowa 
After  graduating  from  the  Wyoming  High 
School,  Arthur  Tompkins  went  to  the  South 
Dakota  State  College  at  Brookings,  where  he 
took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Animal  Husbandry.  Before  he  could  begin 
his  career,  which  was  at  first  strictly  in  agri- 
culture, Mr.  Tompkins  found  the  United 
States  at  war,  and  from  June  to  November, 
1918,  he  served  as  first  a  private  in  the  Trade 
Test  Section  of  the  Army,  then  as  a  candidate 
in  the  Field  Artillery  Officers'  Training 
School.  From  1925  to  1935  he  was  in  the 
Officers  Reserve  Corps  beginning  as  a  Second 
Lieutenant  and  advancing  to  a  First  Lieu- 
tenant. After  World  War  I  Mr.  Tompkins 
continued  with  his  career.  He  had  served 
in  February,  1918-May,  1918  as  an  assistant 
emergency  demonstration  leader  for  the  Unit- 
ed States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  South 
Dakota.  After  the  war,  from  January,  1919, 
to  March,  1924,  he  was  county  agricultural 
agent  at  Hayti,  South  Dakota.  From  March, 
1924,  to  November,  1930,  he  served  as  execu- 
tive secretary  to  the  South  Dakota  Farm  Bu- 
reau Federation  and  from  December,  1925, 
to  January,  1927,  he  was  local  agent  for  the 
State  Farm  Mutual  Automobile  Insurance 
Company  at  Huron,  South  Dakota.  This  was 
the  beginning  of  his  career  in  insurance.  In 
January,  1927  he  became  state  director  for 
the  State  Farm  Mutual  in  South  Dakota  with 
headquarters  at  Huron.  In  1928  he  also  be- 
came state  director  in  North  Dakota.  In 
1929  the  supervision  of  agency  activities  in 
South  Dakota  for  the  State  Farm  Life  were 
added  to  his  responsibilities.  In  November, 
1930,  he  was  appointed  assistant  superintend- 
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ent  of  agents  for  these  companies  at  the  home 
office  in  Bloomington.  On  December  15, 
1930,  he  was  advanced  to  superintendent  of 
agents  and  in  June,  1934,  he  was  appointed 
agency  vice-president. 

Mr.  Tompkins  married  Dortha  E.  Christo- 
pher of  Minneapolis,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alex  B.  Christopher,  on  June  30,  1920. 
Well  known  in  Bloomington,  Mrs.  Tompkins 
is  chairman  of  the  Home  Service  Bureau 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  Chapter  there, 
serves  on  the  Bloomington  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  is  chairman  of  the  music  committee 
of  the  family  church,  Wesley  Methodist.  Mr. 
Tompkins  is  also  prominent  in  this  church's 
affairs,  being  one  of  its  trustees  and  chair- 
man of  the  building  finance  committee.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tompkins  have  two  sons  and  a 
daughter — Arthur  W.  Tompkins,  Jr.,  who  mar- 
ried Connie  Thomassen  and  is  the  father  of 
Christopher  W.  Tompkins,  Margery  B.  Tomp- 
kins, and  Roger  B.  Tompkins.  The  family 
home  is  at  40  White  Place,  Bloomington. 

A  leading  figure  among  insurance  men,  Mr. 
Tompkins  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Life  Insurance  Agency  Man- 
agement Association,  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
(formerly  the  Life  Insurance  Sales  Research 
Bureau)  from  1940  through  1942.  In  1947, 
1948  and  1949  he  was  chairman  of  the  edu- 
cation committee,  Bloomington  Association 
of  Commerce.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters, 
the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Bloomington,  the  Amer- 
ican Legion,  the  Elks  Lodge  of  Huron  and 
such  Masonic  bodies  as  the  Blue  Lodge,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  Knights  Templar  and  Mohammed  Tem- 
ple (Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine)  at  Peoria,  and  is  a  Republi- 
can. Golf,  volley  ball  and  hunting  are  his 
major  recreations.  He  is  considered  one  of 
the  outstanding  citizens  of  McLean  County 
and  of  the  insurance  world. 

THEODORE  F.  CAMPBELL 

Many  prominent  figures  are  associated  with 
the  State  Farm  Auto  Insurance  Company  and 
the  State  Farm  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Bloomington.  Among  them  is  Theodore  F. 
Campbell,  who  is  vice-president  of  the  auto 
insurance  concern  and  secretary  of  the  fire 
insurance  concern.  He  has  been  in  the  insur- 
ance business  for  four  decades  and  is  one 
of  its  outstanding  personalities.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's reputation  extends  beyond  Central  Illi- 
nois   into    the    i*emainder    of    the    state,    and 


into    whatever    center    of    the    nation    where 
insurance    men    congregate. 

He  was  born  in  Chicago  on  December  7, 
1894,  the  son  of  Alexander  Burnette  and 
Clara  May  (Dingee)  Campbell,  both  of  whom 
were  also  born  in  the  Windy  City.  The 
father  is  now  living  in  retirement  in  Chicago. 
The  mother  died  in  1946.  Theodore  Camp- 
bell was  graduated  from  Chicago's  elemen- 
tary and  high  schools.  To  prepare  himself 
for  a  career  in  the  business  world,  he  took 
courses  with  the  International  Accounting  So- 
ciety and  the  Walton  School  of  Commerce, 
both  headquartered  in  Chicago.  For  sixteen 
years  Mr.  Campbell  worked  in  the  insurance 
business  in  his  native  city.  Then,  in  1928, 
he  moved  to  Bloomington  to  assume  the  of- 
fice of  assistant  secretary  of  the  State  Farm 
Auto  Insurance  Company.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  elected  to  the  board  of  directors  and 
the  board's  executive  committee  of  the  State 
Farm  Fire  Insurance  Company.  Simultaneous- 
ly, also,  he  was  made  assistant  secretary  of 
the  United  Farm  Mutual  Re-Insurance  Com- 
pany, the  home  office  of  which  was  also  at 
Bloomington.  In  1935  Mr.  Campbell  was 
elected  vice-president  of  the  State  Farm  Auto 
Insurance  Company  and  in  1936  secretary  of 
the  State  Farm  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and 
these  are  the  offices  he  occupies  today-  He 
has  played  a  recognized  part  in  the  develop- 
ment of  these  concerns. 

On  April  8,  1916,  Mr.  Campbell  married 
Shirley  I.  Reed,  a  native  of  Chicago.  The 
marriage  took  place  in  that  city.  Mrs  Camp- 
bell is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Elmer  Virgil 
Reed,  a  native  of  Oregon,  Illinois,  who  was 
also  in  the  insurance  business  (he  died  in 
1945),  and  of  Emma  Jane  (Carrick)  Reed, 
who  was  also  born  at  Oregon  and  who  sur- 
vives her  husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell 
have  one  son,  Robert  Theodore  Campbell, 
who  was  born  on  March  6,  1920.  The  son 
married  Emma  Soper  and  is  the  father  of  two 
children — Robert  Campbell,  born  in  1947,  and 
Theodore  Campbell,  born  in  1945.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Campbell  reside  at  1201 
Broadway,  Normal,  Illinois.  They  are  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
Campbell  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order 
in  Bloomington  and  to  the  Bloomington 
Country  Club  and  Bloomington  Club.  He 
makes  an  avocation  of  singing.  His  other 
relaxations  are  golf  and  reading.  Mr  Camp- 
bell has  attained  leadership  in  a  field  which 
is  generally  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
important  to  the  nation. 
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HAROLD  ELLSWORTH  CURRY 

The  career  of  Harold  Ellsworth  Curry  of 
Bloomington  has  included  teaching  at  a  fam- 
ous university,  handling  research  for  a  Farm 
Bureau  Federation  and  considerable  expe- 
rience in  the  insurance  world.  Today  he  is 
actuary  for  the  State  Farm  Mutual  Automo- 
bile Insurance  Company  and  a  figure  of  im- 
portance in  the  business.  He  has  a  reputation 
in  health  and  welfare  work  and  in  religious 
activities. 

Mr.  Curry's  birth  occurred  at  Plain  City, 
Ohio,  on  March  22,  1906,  and  he  is  the  son 
of  Charles  Ellsworth  and  Flora  Amelia 
(Adams)  Curry.  His  father,  also  born  at  Plain 
City,  was  a  farmer  Mr.  Curry's  maternal 
grandfather  was  John  Qunicy  Adams,  a  de- 
scendant of  the  second  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  At  Ohio  State  University,  Colum- 
bus, which  he  attended  for  five  years,  the 
actuary  was  active  in  baseball,  track  and 
wrestling  and  was  elected  to  Alpha  Gamma 
Sigma,  professional  agricultural  fraternity. 
From  1927  to  1929  Mr.  Curry  served  as  as- 
sistant instructor  in  economics  at  Ohio  State 
University.  From  1929  to  1931  he  was  as- 
sistant director  of  research  for  the  Ohio 
Farm  Bureau  Federation.  Then,  in  1931,  he 
entered  the  automobile  insurance  field  as  ac- 
tuary for  the  Farm  Bureau  Mutual  Automo- 
bile Insurance  Company.  In  1934  the  duties 
of  actuary  for  the  Farm  Bureau  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company  were  added  to  those  he 
was  already  carrying,  and  the  two  posts  he 
held  until  1945.  Within  this  period,  1935  to 
1942,  he  was  also  actuary  for  the  Farm  Bu- 
reau Life  Insurance  Company.  For  six  months 
in  1945  Mr.  Curry  was  general  manager  of 
the  General  Assurance  Company.  Since  1946 
he  has  been  serving  as  actuary  of  the  State 
Farm  Mutual  Automobile  Insurance  Company 
at   Bloomington. 

Mr.  Curry  was  first  married  in  1930.  His 
first  wife  died.  On  April  29,  1941,  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Martha  Emily  Dew,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Molly  Dew,  the  ceremony 
taking  place  at  Columbus.  Mrs.  Curry,  active 
in  affairs  at  Bloomington,  is  a  member  of 
the  Junior  Red  Cross,  the  Brokaw  Hospital 
Service  League  and  the  Bloomington  Com- 
munity Chest.  There  are  three  children — 
Joan  Caryl  Curry,  Alan  Chester  Curry  and 
Robert  Scott  Curry.  The  family  resides  at 
1115  East  Jefferson  Street,  Bloomington,  and 
worships  at  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Bloomington-  Mr.  Curry  is  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  Oakland  Park  Presbyterian  Church 


of  Columbus,  where  he  was  Sunday  School 
superintendent,  a  trustee  and  teacher  of  the 
Men's  Bible  Class. 

Mr.  Curry  serves  on  the  boards  of  govern- 
ors of  the  National  Association  of  Independ- 
ent Insurers  and  the  Independent  Statistical 
Service.  At  Columbus,  he  was  the  First  Aid 
Advisory  Committee,  was  an  instructor  in 
First  Aid  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  a 
county  commander  of  the  Auxiliary  Police. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Bloomington  Club, 
the  Bloomington  Country  Club,  the  Union 
League  Club,  the  Life  Office  Management 
Association  and  the  Insurance  Institute  of 
America.  He  is  a  former  member  and  lec- 
turer for  the  Grange.  In  his  college  days  he 
was  for  two  years  in  the  Reserve  Officers 
Training  Corps.  A  Republican,  he  seeks  his 
diversions  in  fishing,  hunting,  woodworking, 
reading  and  classical  music.  Mr.  Curry  is  de- 
scribed as  five  feet  eleven  inches  tall,  weigh- 
ing 185  pounds,  with  brown  hair  and  gray 
eyes,  big  boned  and  square  shouldered.  He 
wears  glasses  and  smokes  a  pipe.  He  is  a 
popular  figure  in  Bloomington  and  is  recog- 
nized as  an  outstanding  actuary  in  the  field 
of   insurance. 

JAMES  HENRY  PARSONS 

As  vice-president  in  charge  of  coordination 
of  the  State  Farm  Mutual  Automobile  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Bloomington,  James  Henry 
Parsons  has  built  a  tremendous  reputation  in 
the  entire  insurance  world.  A  man  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  Americans,  he 
has  served  in  leadership  capacities  in  various 
organizations  and  movements  aimed  at  civic 
and  social  betterment.  He  is  truly  one  of 
the   noteworthy    Illinoisans. 

Mr.  Parsons  was  born  at  Rocky  Hill,  New 
Jersey,  on  December  2,  1896,  the  son  of 
James  Joseph  and  Anne  (Parsons)  Parsons. 
The  father,  a  native  of  England,  served  with 
the  rank  of  Sergeant-Major  in  the  famed 
Cold  Stream  Guards  of  the  British  Army.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1892  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  terra-cotta.  At 
the  time  of  his  retirement  he  was  manager 
of  the  Kansas  City  Terra-Cotta  and  Faience 
Company,  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  He  died  on 
February   6,   1949. 

The  insurance  executive  began  his 
schooling  in  New  Jersey  and  continued  in 
Kansas  City.  Following  completion  of  his  high 
school  course,  he  went  to  the  Kansas  City 
School  of  Law,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Laws  in    1919.     Thirteen  years  later 


ILLINOIS         EDITION 


21 


the  school  awarded  him  the  degree  of  Mas- 
ter of  Laws.  After  taking  his  Bachelor's  de- 
gree, Mr.  Parsons  became  associated  with  the 
law  firm  of  Krauthoff,  McClintock  and  Quant 
of  Kansas  City.  Then  he  was  appointed  super- 
intendent of  claims  for  the  United  State  Au- 
tomobile Insurance  Exchange  at  Kansas  City. 
From  this  position  Mr.  Parsons  went  to  that 
of  manager  of  the  claims  department  of 
O'Brien,  Hobart  and  Perrin  Underwriting 
Agency,  Kansas  City.  It  was  after  leaving 
this  firm  that  Mr  Parsons  joined  the  State 
Farm  Mutual  Automobile  Insurance  Company. 
His  first  position  with  the  company  was  that 
of  manager  of  the  Missouri  Claim  division  at 
Jefferson  City.  From  this  post  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  assistant  superintendent  of  claims 
at  the  home  office  in  Bloomington.  Later  he 
was  made  director  of  conservation  and  finally 
vice-president  in  charge  of  coordination,  his 
headquarters  remaining  at   Bloomington. 

Mr.  Parsons  married  Esther  Eleanor  Mon- 
teith,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Mon- 
teith,  at  Olathe,  Kansas,  on  March  19,  1921. 
Mrs.  Parsons  is  prominent  in  civic  and  welfare 
work  in  Bloomington,  being  a  past  commis- 
sioner of  the  Girl  Scouts  and  a  past  president 
of  the  Bloomington  Young  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association,  now  serving  on  the  board 
of  that  organization.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons 
are  the  parents  of  two  children — James  Hen- 
ry Parsons,  Jr.,  who  married  Virginia  Marie 
Wyatt  and  is  the  father  of  Pamela  Anne  and 
Hilary  Monteith  Parsons;  and  Beverly  Mon- 
teith,  now  Mrs.  Hugh  McCurdy  Spencer,  Jr. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons,  whose  home  is  at  1407 
East  Grove  Street,  Bloomington,  worship  in 
the  St.  Matthews  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
Bloomington,  Mr.  Parsons  being  a  member  of 
that  church's  vestry. 

Mr.  Parsons  serves  on  the  Bloomington  City 
Planning  Commission  and  is  a  member  of  the 
boards  of  directors  of  the  Bloomington  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  the  McLean  County 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  He  is 
chairman  (1950)  of  the  Bloomington  Com- 
munity   Chest    Campaign    Committee    and    in 

1949  was  chairman  of  the  Bloomington-Nor- 
mal  Community  Chest.  He  also  serves  as 
president  of  the  McLean  County  Chapter  of 
the  Illinois  Heart  Association.  He  was  pres- 
ident of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Bloomington   in 

1950  and  is  a  member  also  of  the  Missouri 
and  Illinois  Bar  Associations,  the  Louis  E. 
Davis  Post  of  the  American  Legion  and  such 
Masonic  bodies  as  the  Blue  Lodge,  Scottish 
Rite,  Knights  Templar  and  Shrine.    He  is  also 


a  member  of  Phi  Alpha  Delta  legal  fraternity. 
In  World  War  I  he  served  with  the  United 
States  Navy,  with  the  rating  of  Chief  Quar- 
termaster, Aviation  (Cadet).  Among  his  re- 
creation'? and  hobbies  are  fishing,  hunting, 
golf,  motoring,  photography,  reading,  current 
events  and  foreign  affairs.  He  is  a  valuable 
citizen  of  the  nation. 

WILLIAM  FREDERICK  LOCKWOOD 

An  acknowledged  leader  in  the  insurance 
business  in  Illinois,  William  Frederick  Lock- 
wood  of  Kankakee  is  also  outstanding  in  civic 
projects  and  in  work  on  behalf  of  boys  and 
young  men.  He  is  vice-president  and  the 
"spark  plug"  of  the  S.  E.  Moisant  Insurance 
Agency  at  Kankakee,  and  has  held  high  of- 
fices in  numerous  trade,  civic  and  character- 
building  or  youth-serving  organizations.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Editorial  Advisory  Board 
of  the  Library  of  American  Lives,  Illinois 
Edition. 

Mr.  Lockwood  was  born  in  Kankakee  on 
January  10,  1898,  the  only  child  of  Frank  M. 
and  Josephine  (Allen)  Lockwood.  Both  his 
father  and  grandfather,  William  Perry  Lock- 
wood,  were  famed  in  the  banking  fraternity 
of  the  State.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  was  brought  to  Illinois  by  his  family 
when  he  was  a  year  old.  The  family  settled 
at  Cairo.  Frank  Lockwood  completed  his  ed- 
ucation at  the  University  of  Illinois,  where 
he  took  a  degree  in  architecture  in  1892.  For 
two  years  after  his  graduation,  he  practiced 
as  an  architect  in  Peoria.  Then  he  moved  to 
Kankakee,  where  he  was  soon  an  outstanding 
banker  and  a  leading  citizen.  He  retired  in 
1948.  William  P.  Lockwood,  who  was  born 
in  1847,  was  one  of  the  last  of  the  Civil  War 
veterans  of  Illinois  when  he  died  in  1947, 
two  months  before  his  hundredth  birthday. 
He,  too,  was  an  outstanding  figure  in  bank- 
ing   and    in    civic    circles. 

William  Frederick  Lockwood  received  his 
early  education  in  the  elementary  and  high 
schools  of  Kankakee.  In  the  Fall  of  1916 
he  entered  the  University  of  Illinois,  but  soon 
after  the  United  States  entered  World  War 
I,  he  enlisted  in  the  Navy  at  Urbana.  He  was 
commissioned  an  Ensign  and  assigned  to  ac- 
tive duty.  After  the  war,  Mr.  Lockwood  re- 
turned to  the  University  and  in  1921  was 
awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Commerce.  He  was  president  of  the  athletic 
association  in  his  senior  year  and  belonged  tc 
several  fraternities.  Following  his  graduation 
Mr.  Lockwood  planned  to  follow  in  his  fath- 
er's   footsteps    and,    addressing    himself    to    a 
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career  in  banking,  went  to  Chicago,  where 
for  a  year  he  was  employed  in  one  of  the 
leading  national  banks.  In  that  year,  how- 
ever, his  health  broke  down,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  return  to  Kankakee  to  recuperate. 
When  he  had  recovered  his  health  Mr  Lock- 
wood  decided  to  abandon  banking  as  a  career 
and  instead  joined  the  S.  E.  Moisant  Insur- 
ance organization.  He  has  become  an  ex- 
traordinary success  in  this  field  and  has  won 
many  awards  on  local,  regional  and  statewide 
levels.  Also,  he  has  served  as  president  of 
the  Life  Insurance  Underwriters  Association 
of   Kankakee   County. 

Mr.  Lockwood  married  Cynthia  Dyer,  who 
was  born  on  October  27,  1910,  the  daughter 
of  Wayne  H.  and  Bess  (Paddock)  Dyer.  Her 
father  was  a  prominent  attorney.  Mrs.  Lock- 
wood  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Illinois.  She  and  Mr.  Lockwood  have  two 
sons — Wayne  P.  Lockwood,  born  in  1936,  and 
Stuart  M.  Lockwood,  born  in  1940. 

Mr.  Lockwood's  community  activities  have 
led  to  his  service  (1934-35)  as  president  of 
the  Rotary  Club  of  Kankakee  and  as  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Illinois  Round  Table  and  the  Kan- 
kakee Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
He  is  active  in  the  Boy  Scout  movement  and 
in  the  Kankakee  Community  Chest.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Kankakee  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, in  which  he  has  held  several  offices, 
to  the  Elks  and  Masonic  ledges  and  the  Amer- 
ican Legion.  He  is  one  of  the  builders  of 
Kankakee  and  the  State 

EDWARD  G.  HOLZWEG 

The  family  bearing  the  name  of  Holzweg 
has  for  many  years  been  prominent  in  real 
estate,  insurance  and  financing  in  Southwest- 
ern Illinois.  Edward  G.  Holzweg,  of  this  fam- 
ily, with  headquarters  in  his  native  city, 
Collinsville,  has  also  made  his  reputation  in 
these  fields — a  reputation  which  has  extend- 
ed beyond  the  confines  of  Madison  County 
and  spread  into  other  parts  of  the  State.  He 
is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Home  Sav- 
ings and  Loan  Association  of  Collinsville  as 
well  as  active  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business,  and  is  also  one  of  the  leaders  in 
community  affairs. 

Born  in  Collinsville  on  July  5,  1901,  Mr. 
Holzweg  is  the  son  of  Gust  and  Frieda  (Meyer) 
Holzweg.  The  father  is  a  native  of  East  Prus- 
sia, the  mother  of  Hanover,  Germany.  The 
elder  Mr.  Holzweg  is  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Collinsville  and  the  Home 
Savings  and    Loan    Association    as   well    as   a 


real  estate  and  insurance  broker.  Another 
son,  Gus  Holzweg.  has  his  own  real  estate  and 
insurance  business  in  Collinsville. 

Edward  G.  Holzweg  was  graduated  from 
the  Collinsville  High  School  in  1918  and  then 
went  to  work  for  the  First  National  Bank, 
where  he  remained  until  1935,  progressing 
from  stenographer  to  bookkeeper,  to  teller 
and  finally  to  assistant  cashier.  He  then  be- 
came assistant  secretary  of  the  Home  Savings 
and  Loan  Association,  at  the  same  time  enter- 
ing into  a  partnership  with  his  father  and 
brother  in  the  real  estate-insurance  business. 
The  partnership  was  later  dissolved,  and  since 
that  time  Mr.  Holzweg  has  continued  in  the 
same  business  on  his  own,  employing  three 
persons  in  this  enterprise.  On  September  17, 
1941.  Mr.  Holzweg  was  elected  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Home  Savings  and  Loan  As- 
sociation. At  that  time  the  organization  had 
assets  of  $783,508.20.  Today  these  assets  are 
$2,023,645.76,  a  growth  which  is  at  least  part- 
ly attributed  to  his  activities  in  the  business. 

Mr.  Holzweg  married  Wilma  Walters,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Walters  of 
Collinsville,  on  February  3,  1929.  He  has  a 
stepdaughter,  Mrs.  Helen  Seitz  of  Highland 
Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holzweg  are  active  in 
the  St.  John's  Evangelical  Church  of  Collins- 
ville. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  official 
board  of  this  church  four  times,  and  president 
twice,  and  since  about  1925  he  has  been  sec- 
retary of  the  Sunday  School.  Mrs.  Holzweg  is 
a  member  of  the  women's  organizations  of 
the  church. 

Mr.  Holzweg  is  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Illinois  Savings  and  Loan 
League  nnd  in  1948  was  one  of  the  nomi- 
nees for  a  directorship  in  the  Federal  Home 
Loan  Bank  of  Chicago.  He  has  served  on  the 
Collinsville  School  Board  since  1940  and  is 
President  of  the  Board.  He  is  also  a  former 
president  of  the  Collinsville  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  holds  the  distinction  of  belonging 
to  both  the  Lions  and  the  Rotary  Clubs  of 
Collinsville.  He  became  president  of  Rotary 
in  1949,  after  having  been  a  member  only 
four  years.  He  has  served  on  the  advisory 
committee  of  the  local  draft  board  and  was 
chairman  of  the  tire  panel  of  the  OPA  in  war- 
period  shortage  days.  He  is  past  master  of  his 
lodge  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons and  was  secretary  for  five  years.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Mississippi  Valley  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  was  secre- 
tary of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Consistory  Class 
in  1948.  In  addition  he  is  a  Noble  of  Ainad  Tem- 
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pie,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mys- 
tic Shrine,  at  East  St.  Louis  and  past  patron 
of  the  Collinsville  Chapter,  Order  of  the  East- 
ern Star.  The  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  is 
another  of  his  organizations.  Civic  work  is 
his  hobby,  and  he  has  made  himself  a  valuable 
citizen  of  the  State  through  this  hobby  as 
well  as  his  businesses. 

CARL  CLARENCE  LARSON,  M.S. 

The  reputation  of  Carl  Clarence  Larson  of 
Springfield  as  a  chemist  and  sanitary  engi- 
neer is  nationwide.  He  is  chemist  in  charge 
of  the  Springfield  Sanitary  District  and  chem- 
ist and  superintendent  of  the  Springfield  Wa- 
ter Purification  System.  At  the  capital  Mr. 
Larson  is  also  known  as  a  musician,  serving  as 
violinist  for  17  years  and  concertmaster  for 
7  years  with  the  Springfield  Symphony  Or- 
chestra. He  is  further  known  as  an  occa- 
sional music  critic  writing  for  newspapers  and 
as  a  writer  on  technical  subject  for  profes- 
sional  organization   journals. 

Mr.  Larson  was  born  at  Mazon,  in  Grundy 
County,  the  son  of  Charles  Gustav  and  Anna 
S.  (Anderson)  Larson.  Both  the  parents  were 
born  in  Sweden,  the  father  in  the  Province 
of  Skane,  the  mother  in  the  Province  of 
Varmland.  The  former,  born  on  October  3, 
1868,  learned  the  trade  of  tailor  in  his  native 
land,  and  became  a  merchant  tailor  at  Ma- 
zon, where  he  died  on  July  18,  1949.  Besides 
the  engineer  and  chemist,  there  were  two 
other  sons  in  the  family,  Lambert  L.  and  Paul 
F.  Larson,  both  graduates  of  the  University 
of    Illinois. 

Carl  C.  Larson  received  his  early  education 
in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Mazon. 
In  1918,  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he 
had  majored  in  chemistry,  and  three  years 
later  the  degree  of  Master  of  Science  in 
Chemistry.  In  1921,  he  became  chemist  for 
the  Illinois  State  Department  of  Public 
Health,  a  post  he  held  until  1929.  Since  1929 
he  has  been  chemist  in  charge  of  the  Spring- 
field Sanitary  District  and  since  1943  he  has 
been  chemist  and  superintendent  of  water 
purification    as    well. 

On  July  16,  1922,  a  year  after  obtaining 
his  Master's  degree,  Mr.  Larson  married  Dena 
Agnes  Sloan,  the  daughter  of  William  F.  and 
Myrtle  A.  Sloan.  The  ceremony  took  place 
in  Urbana.  Mrs.  Larson,  who  was  born  on 
January  13,  1899,  holds  the  degrees  of  Bach- 
elor of  Ai'ts  and  Master  of  Science  in  Home 
Economics  from  the  University  of  Illinois. 
She  was  awarded  her  Master's  in  1920.    She 


was  valedictorian  of  her  class  in  1919.  Since 
the  year  of  her  marriage  she  has  been  bac- 
teriologist for  the  Illinois  State  Health  De- 
partment in  Springfield,  and  is  active  in  the 
capital's  civic  and  social  life.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  Alpha  Delta  Psi,  Iota 
Sigma  Chi  and  Delta  Delta  Delta  sororities. 

Mr.  Larson  was  president  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  Alumni  Association  in  the  year 
1942-1943  and  in  1941  held  the  presidential 
post  in  the  Central  States  Sewerage  Associa- 
tion. He  is  also  active  in  the  American  Chem- 
ical Society,  the  American  Water  Works  As- 
sociation, the  Illinois  Society  of  Professional 
Engineers,  in  Masonry  (Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  and  Ancient  Arabic  Order  No- 
bles of  the  Mystic  Shrine ) ;  in  the  Springfield 
Yacht  Club,  of  which  he  was  commodore  in 
1936,  and  in  various  fraternities,  including 
Alpha  Chi  Sigma,  Gamma  Alpha,  and  Phi 
Lambda  Upsilon.  In  World  War  I,  he  served 
with  th3  United  States  Army  Water  Supply 
Service  in  France,  attaining  the  rank  of  Ser- 
geant. As  a  man  contributing  to  culture, 
technical  progress  and  health,  Mr.  Larson 
l-anks  high  among  the  citizens  of  Illinois.  As 
a  member  of  the  Editorial  Advisory  Board, 
Library  of  American  Lives,  Illinois  Edition, 
Mr.  Larson  is  making  a  further  contribution. 

FRED  HANFORD  KELLY,  LL.B. 

Outstanding  among  attorneys  in  the  oil  and 
gas  business  and  in  the  bar  in  general,  Fred 
Hanford  Kelly  of  Mattoon  is  a  member  of 
the  famous  law  firm  of  Craig  and  Craig,  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  State.  He  is  active  in 
the  organizations  of  the  bar,  and  is  a  foi'mer 
member  of  the  school  board  for  district  No. 
100  in  Coles  County  as  well  as  a  veteran  of 
World  War  I. 

The  son  of  Park  Needham  and  Leola  Mae 
(Brown)  Kelly,  the  lawyer  was  born  at  Mat- 
toon  on  October  12,  1894.  His  father,  a 
business  man,  was  born  at  Mattoon  on  May 
14,  1863,  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in 
1944;  he  was  the  son  of  James  Kelly,  who 
moved  from  Kentucky  to  Mattoon  shortly 
after  it  was  founded  about  1858.  Leola  Mae 
Kelly,  born  in  Newton  on  October  4,  1867, 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  B. 
Brown.  Her  father  also  came  from  Ken- 
tucky, settling  in  Newton  and  commencing 
the  practice  of  law  about  1850  and  being 
for  many  years  the  only  lawyer  in  Jasper 
County.  Fred  H.  Kelly  was  graduated  from 
the  Mattoon  High  School  in  1911.  Five  years 
later  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
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at  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he  was 
elected  to  Pi  Kappa  Alpha,  Phi  Alpha  Delta 
and  the  Order  of  the  Coif. 

Admitted  to  the  Illinois  State  Bar  in  1916, 
Mr.  Kelly  began  his  practice  in  the  office 
of  Craig  and  Craig,  and  he  has  been  with 
the  firm  ever  since,  becoming  a  member  in 
1923.  The  firm  was  established  in  1868  by 
Judge  James  W  Craig  and  has  been  in  con- 
tinuous practice  in  the  same  location,  1803 
Broadway,  Mattoon,  since  that  year.  In  1930 
the  firm  opened  an  office  in  Mount  Venon, 
Illinois,  and  now  consists  of  six  partners  and 
employs  three  other  lawyers.  Mr.  Kelly  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  general  trial  prac- 
tice for  virutally  all  his  professional  career. 
The  firm  is  especially  noted  for  its  large 
representation  of  corporations  and  individ- 
uals engaged  in  the  oil  and  gas  business  in 
litigation  resulting  from  the  oil  development 
in  Illinois  during  the  years  since  about  1935. 
Mr.  Kelly  has  been  appearing  in  many  cases 
in  the  Federal  District  Courts  as  well  as  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  of 
the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Circuits  and  is  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  United  States  Su- 
preme court.  He  has  also  argued  many  cases 
in  the  Appellate  and  Supreme  Courts  of  Illi- 
nois. 

On  September  29,  1923,  at  Mattoon,  Mr. 
Kelly  married  Marjorie  Taylor,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanford  Taylor  of  Dana,  In- 
diana. In  World  War  II,  Mrs.  Kelly  drove 
trucks  for  both  the  Army  and  Navy  as  a 
member  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  is 
otherwise  active  in  public  affairs.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kelly  became  the  parents  of  two  sons — 
Robert  W.  Kelly,  who  married  Frieda  B. 
Howes  and  is  the  father  of  Kathleen  Ann 
Kelly;  and  Don  Kelly,  deceased.  The  Kelly 
home  is  at  3417  Western  Avenue,  Mattoon- 

Mr.  Kelly  served  on  the  School  District  No. 
100  board  of  education  in  Coles  County  from 
1934  to  1946.  He  is  a  former  secretary  of 
the  Mattoon  Bar  Association  and  the  Coles 
County  Bar  Association  and  is  also  active  in 
the  Illinois  State  Bar  Association  and  the 
American  Bar  Association.  He  is  now  on  the 
board  of  directors  and  is  a  former  president 
of  the  Mattoon  Golf  and  Country  Club.  In 
World  War  I  he  was  a  Second  Lieutenant  in 
the  Field  Artillery  Reserve  Corps.  He  wor- 
ships in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  a 
Republican. 

He  is  an  influential  figure  in  the  civic  as 
well  as  the  legal  world. 


CLEGG  WALKER 

Of  the  fourth  generation  of  the  Walker 
family  associated  with  the  Isaac  Walker 
Hardware  Company  of  Peoria,  Clegg  Walker 
is  president  of  that  concern  today,  and  in 
this  capacity  has  become  known  throughout 
Central  Illinois.  His  company  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  its  field — wholesale  hardware  and 
mill  supply  distribution — in  that  region. 

Born  on  October  1,  1916,  in  Ontario,  San 
Bernardino  County,  California,  Mr.  Walker  is 
the  son  of  the  late  Ward  Walker,  who  was 
president  of  the  Isaac  Walker  Hardware 
Company  before  him,  and  Jessie  M.  (Kriech- 
baum)  Walker,  who  survives  her  husband. 
Ward  Walker,  a  native  of  Peoria,  died  on 
May  6,  1949.  He  was  the  grandson  of  Isaac 
Walker,  who  founded  the  wholesale  firm  in 
1842. 

Clegg  Walker  was  educated  in  the  ele- 
mentary and  high  schools  of  Peoria,  in  a 
preparatory  school  at  Asheville,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  at  Wabash  College,  Crawfordsville, 
Indiana.  He  holds  a  bachelor's  degree  from 
Wabash.  In  1939,  he  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  Isaac 
Walker  Hardware  Company,  starting  as  a 
warehouseman.  In  1946  he  was  elected  vice 
president  of  the  corporation  and  in  1949, 
following  his  father's  death,  president.  The 
company,  which  carries  a  complete  line  of 
hardware  and  mill  supplies  and  operates 
exclusively  in  the  wholesale  field,  covers  the 
entire  Central  Illinois  territory  and  employs 
ninety-two  men  and  women.  It  has  developed 
tremendous  prestige  through  the  years  and 
has  contributed  to  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  region. 

On  December  19,  1940,  in  Chicago,  Mr. 
Walker  married  Jane  R.  Raber  of  that  city, 
the  daughter  of  Henry  F.  Raber,  Chicago 
educator  who  died  in  1946,  and  Lucille  B. 
(Burton)  Raber,  also  of  Chicago,  who  is  still 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  the  parents 
of  two  children — Susan  C.  Walker,  who  was 
born  on  June  9,  1941,  and  Deborah  B.  Walker, 
who  was  born  on  July  11,  1944.  Peoria  is 
the  native  city  of  both  daughters.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walker  and  their  children  worship  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Their  home  is  at 
600  Miller  Road,  Peoria.  Mr.  Walker's  place 
of  business  is  at  800  South  Washington 
Street. 

Active  in  Peoria's  community  life,  Mr. 
Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Peoria,  the  Peoria  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Association  of  Commerce,  the  Cosmopolitan 
Club  and  the  Creve  Country  Club.  At  college 
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he  was  elected  to  Phi  Gamma  Delta  Frater- 
nity. As  business  man  and  civic  worker,  Mr. 
Walker  has  won  the  respect  of  the  entire 
community. 

JAMES  FRANKLIN  THORNTON 

Except  for  the  period  in  World  War  II 
when  he  was  with  the  armed  forces,  giving' 
service  at  home  and  overseas,  James  Franklin 
Thornton  has  been  in  the  automobile  business, 
having  entered  that  field  after  leaving  the 
home  farm.  Today  he  is  a  partner  in  Thorn- 
ton-Anderson, Inc.,  dealers  in  Lincoln  and 
Mercury  automobiles,  and  in  the  Uptown  Tire 
Service,  distributors  of  General  tires.  Besides 
heading  these  two  concerns,  Mr.  Thornton 
gives,  much  time  to  community  activities 
through  the  various  civic,  fraternal  and  vet- 
erans' groups  to  which  he  belongs. 

Mr.  Thornton  was  born  at  New  Berlin, 
Sangamon  County,  on  September  4,  1913.  He 
is  the  son  of  James  Franklin  and  Maude 
(Yates)  Thornton.  His  father,  born  in  Sedalia, 
Missouri,  has  been  a  farmer  and  cattle  breed- 
er at  New  Berlin,  for  many  years.  The  mother 
is  a  native  of  New  Berlin.  The  younger  James 
Franklin  Thornton  went  through  the  primary 
and  high  schools  of  New  Berlin  and  spent  a 
year  at  Illinois  Wesleyan  University  in  Bloom- 
ington.  He  had  worked  with  his  father  on  the 
farm  at  various  times  in  his  growing-up 
period.  After  leaving  the  university,  he  re- 
turned to  the  farm  and  remained  there  until 
1938,  when  he  was  twenty-five.  From  1938 
to  1941  he  was  with  the  Corn  Belt  Motor 
Company  at  Bloomington,  Illinois,  and  this 
was  his  introduction  to  the  automobile  busi- 
ness. In  1941,  Mr.  Thornton  entered  the 
United  States  Army.  Attached  to  the  Ord- 
nance Department,  he  served  in  the  states  and 
in  the  European  Theater  of  Operations.  When 
he  was  discharged  on  October  31,  1945,  he  was 
holding  the  rank  of  Master  Sergeant.  Upon 
his  return  to  civilian  life,  Mr.  Thornton  was 
associated  with  the  Yates  Company,  of  Bloom- 
ington, for  the  remainder  of  1945  and  part  of 
1946.  In  1946,  he  led  in  the  organization  of 
Thornton-Anderson,  Inc.,  and  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  firm  since  that  time.  This  Lincoln- 
Mercury  dealership  is  located  at  207  South 
C  rid  ley  Street,  Bloomington,  and  serves  a 
large  portion  of  McLean  County  and  the  sur- 
rounding region.  The  Uptown  Tire  Service  is 
also  an  extensive  business,  with  a  large  dis- 
tributing territory.  Altogether  Mr.  Thornton 
employs  thirty  persons,  and  he  is  well  known 
in  the  automobile  and  related  fields  of  busi- 
ness. 


On  May  1,  1948,  at  Bloomington,  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton married  Rosalie  Schillinger,  who  was  born 
in  that  city  and  is  the  daughter  of  Peter  Paul 
Schillinger,  a  native  of  Chicago,  co-owner  of 
the  West  Side  Clothing  Store  in  Bloomington, 
and  Josephine  (Reck)  Schillinger,  native  of 
Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thornton  reside  at 
2020  East  Jackson  Street,  Bloomington,  and 
worship   in   the   Methodist   Church. 

Mr.  Thornton  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Automotive  Association,  the  Illinois  Automo- 
bile Dealers  Association,  the  Bloomington 
Automobile  Dealers  Association,  the  Bloom- 
ington Association  of  Commerce,  the  Bloom- 
ington Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks,  the  Bloomington  Post 
of  the  American  Legion,  and  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  being  a  member  of  the 
Bloomington  consistory.  Through  his  business 
and  other  activities  Mr.  Thornton  has  played 
a  major  role  in  the  contemporary  develop- 
ment of  Bloomington. 

ILLINOIS  ODD  FELLOWS' 
CHILDREN'S  HOME 

"No  greater,  nobler  work  is  given  to  man 
than  to  see  that  children  are  reared  in  sur- 
roundings which  will  develop  to  their  fullest 
capacity  all  that  is  noble  and  pure  and  right 
in  the  human  mind  and  heart."  That  is  the 
task  to  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the 
State  Convention  of  the  Sisters  of  the  Re- 
bekah  Degree  dedicated  themselves  and  their 
successors  when,  in  1889,  they  established  the 
Illinois  Odd  Fellows'  Children's  Home  at 
Lincoln. 

Today  the  Home,  now  under  the  leadership 
of  William  R.  Wilson,  as  superintendent,  and 
his  wife,  Helen  Ruth  Wilson,  as  matron,  is 
one  of  the  great  institutions  of  the  state  and 
the  nation.  That  it  has  adhered  to  the  phi- 
losophy under  which  it  was  established  may  be 
seen  from,  first,  the  fact  that  its  former  resi- 
dent, now  adult,  are  succcessful  citizens,  or 
plain  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Average  American,"  and, 
second,  the  fact  that  the  Home  is  held  in  such 
high  esteem  by  child-care  specialists  and  au- 
thorities and  the   public  at  large. 

The  Home  has  a  capacity  of  85.  It  admits 
boys  and  girls  from  the  ages  of  three  to 
twelve,  receiving  the  children  through  Odd 
Fellows  lodges  in  the  state,  through  court 
commitments  or  parents  and  guardians.  Until 
the  current  year,  1950,  the  Home  maintained 
its  own  school  through  the  first  eight  grades 
and  the  graduates  were  then  admitted  to  the 
Lincoln   Community   High   School   without  ex- 
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animation,  but  the  children  now  attend  the 
public  school.  Various  trades  are  taught  the 
children,  among  them  farming,  dairying, 
cooking  and  sewing.  Year  after  year  former 
residents  of  the  Home  return  to  hold  re- 
unions, bringing  stories  of  their  successes  and 
contentment  in  their  worldly  life.  The  Home 
is  supervised  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  the  President  of  the 
Rebekah  State  Assembly,  a  board  of  directors 
composed  of  Rebekahs.  The  first  superin- 
tendent— who  was  also  matron — was  Mrs. 
Lizzie  L.  Morrison,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
founding  Rebekahas  in  1889.  After  her  came 
Dr.  J.  A.  Lucas,  superintendent,  and  Mrs. 
Lucas,  matron;  Roy  H.  Johnson,  superin- 
tendent, and  Mrs.  Johnson,  matron,  and  H.  J. 
Kahney,  superintendent.  Under  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson,  the  present  superintendent  and 
matron,  respectively,  are  housemothers,  teach- 
ers, maintenance  workers,  a  secretary  and 
recreational  and  religious  directors.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilson  are  well  known  among  institu- 
tional administrators  and  have  done  much 
to  bring  the  Home  to  its  contemporary  high 
place  among  institutions  serving  so  important 
a  need  in  the  state. 

PETER  ANDREAS  BERTRAM,  SR. 

The  tremendous  talents  and  skills  brought 
to  America  by  Danish  dairymen  have  had  the 
most  favorable  effect  on  America's  butter  in- 
dustry. Though  Peter  Andreas  Bertram  was 
born  in  Denmark  he  did  not  learn  the  butter- 
making  trade  in  his  native  land.  But  when 
he  did  become  an  apprentice  in  America,  it 
was  to  a  Dane.  He  had,  however,  been  born 
on  a  Danish  farm  and  been  exposed  in  the 
first  twenty  years  of  his  life  to  farming  and 
dairying  and  this,  under  a  Danish  father, 
meant  much  to  his  career  Today  he  and  his 
son,  Peter  Andreas  Bertram,  Jr.,  operate  the 
highly  successful  Mattoon  Butter  Company 
at  Mattoon,  one  of  the  best  known  firms  in 
this  field  in  Central  Illinois.  The  Bertrams, 
father  and  son,  are  prominent  in  Mattoon's 
civic  life.  The  son  who  is  in  the  business 
and  two  others  served  in  American  armed 
forces  in  World  War  II. 

Peter  Andreas  Bertram,  Sr.,  was  born  at 
Esbjerg,  Denmark,  on  February  21,  1892, 
the  son  of  Soren  Peter  and  Maren  (Laurid- 
sen)  Bertram.  Both  parents  were  born  at 
Roust,  Denmark,  and  the  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  Kristen  and  Abelone  Lauridsen. 
Soren  Peter  Berti-am  was  a  farmer  who  later 
went  into  the  grocery  and  real  estate  busi- 
ness   in    Denmark. 


Peter  Andreas  Bertram,  Sr.,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Den- 
mark. In  1912,  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  attended  Danish-American  College 
at  Elk  Horn,  Iowa.  He  then  served  as  an  ap- 
prentice butter  maker  in  York,  Nebraska,  un- 
der Chris  Nielsen.  He  afterward  became  a 
butter  maker  at  the  Litchfield  Creamery, 
Litchfield,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  from 
1916  to  1920  and  where  he  met  his  future 
wife,  the  bookkeeper  of  the  concern. 

That  young  woman  was  Jenny  McAfee, 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Jane  Mc- 
Afee. She  and  Mr.  Bertram  were  married  at 
Litchfield  on  March  21,  1917.  Four  children 
were  born  to  them — Joseph  Lauridsen  Ber- 
tram, now  deceased;  Peter  Andreas  Bertram, 
Jr.,  his  partner,  who  married  Ellen  Rose 
Huckleberry,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Edna 
Huckleberry,  in  Charleston  on  July  14,  1945. 
They  have  a  daughter — Linda  Lee  born  Au- 
gust 19,  1949;  Soren  James  Bertram,  who 
is  a  mortician  at  Aurora,  Illinois,  and  Marian, 
now  the  wife  of  John  Truman  Kite  and 
mother  of  Sharon  Kay  Kite. 

In  1920,  about  three  years  after  his  mar- 
riage, Mr  Bertram  moved  his  family  to  Mat- 
toon, where  he  launched  the  Mattoon  Cream- 
ery, an  enterprise  he  operated  with  consid- 
erable success  for  many  years.  Later,  he  was 
in  the  creamery  business  in  Decatur,  Clinton 
and  Edwardsville.  In  1930,  he  moved  to  Rus- 
sellville,  Arkansas,  where  for  eight  years  he 
operated  another  creamery  and  where  his  four 
children  received  most  of  their  educations.  In 
1939,  Mr.  Bertram  took  the  family  back  to 
Illinois  and  for  the  next  six  years  or  so 
operated  the  Purity  Dairy  at  Charleston.  On 
January  1,  1946,  he  and  Peter  Bertram,  Jr., 
bought  the  Mattoon  Butter  Company,  which 
they  have  since  operated  as  a  partnership. 
Like  his  father,  the  younger  Mr.  Bertram  is 
well  known  in  the  community.  A  graduate 
of  various  flying  schools,  he  served  from  May, 
1941,  to  May,  1945,  as  First  Officer  with  the 
British  Air  Transport,  transporting  planes 
throughout  the  British  Isles.  He  was  a  ferry 
pilot  for  the  Piper  Aircraft  Corporation  at 
Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania,  until  his  World 
War  II  service.  Mr.  Bertram's  oldest  son, 
Joseph,  a  staff  sergeant  with  the  United 
States  Army  Air  Forces,  was  lost  in  action 
off  the  East  Coast  of  Sicily  when  his  plane 
sank  into  the  Mediterranean  in  a  bombing 
mission  on  July  14,  1943.  The  youngest  son, 
Soren,  was  a  technical  sergeant  with  the 
Army  in  the  war,  serving  in  both  England  and 
Germany.     For   a   time   after   the   surrender, 
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he  was  in   civil  service  in   Germany  for  the 
United  States. 

The  senior  Mr.  Bertram  is  a  member  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Mattoon.  Peter  Bertram,  Jr., 
belongs  to  the  Lions  Club  and  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Mattoon  Athletic  Association. 
Both  are  highly  respected  in  the  community. 

CLARENCE  WARREN  DOLL,  A.I.A. 

The  first  architect  to  open  an  office  at 
Mattoon,  Clarence  Warren  Doll  is  today  one 
of  the  outstanding  architects  and  professional 
engineers  in  Central  Illinois,  the  designer  of 
numerous  private,  commercial  and  industrial 
structures  and  public  edifices.  He  is  also  a  pio- 
neer in  several  ideas  in  architectural  design 
and  is  noted  for  his  contribution  to  the  art. 
He  has  given  his  services  to  various  public 
bodies,  serving  without  pay  to  promote  the 
general  welfare,  especially  in  postwar  hous- 
ing. He  is  active  in  many  professional,  civic  and 
fraternal  organizations,  and  also  in  the  relig- 
ious world.  He  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  I. 

Born  in  Clark  County  on  August  29,  1899, 
Clarence  Warren  Doll  is  the  son  of  Allen  Ed- 
ward and  Nancy  Elizabeth  (Patton)  Doll.  His 
father,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  was  a 
flour  miller  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  also 
a  baker  and  farmer.  He  invented  a  sifting 
machine  for  flour  and  bakery  machines  of 
various  types. 

The  architect  began  his  schooling  in  Mis- 
souri. In  1922,  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Chicago  Technical  College  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Architectural  Engineering,  and 
then  served  an  "apprenticeship"  in  the  Chi- 
cago architectural  offices  of  Rissman  and 
Hirschfield,  Rapp  and  Rapp  and  Graven  and 
Maeger. 

In  1926  Mr.  Doll  was  licensed  to  practice 
architecutre,  and  opened  his  office  in  Chicago. 
At  about  the  same  time  he  became  professor 
of  architecture  and  building  construction  at 
the  Chicago  Technical  College.  He  wrote  some 
of  the  textbooks  used  in  these  classes  and  as 
a  practicing  architect  pioneered  in  the  use  of 
more  than  two  colors  in  enameled  iron  for 
storefronts.  During  his  Chicago  period  Mr. 
Doll  was  architect  for  the  City  of  China  at 
the  Texas  Centennial  Exposition  in  Dallas.  In 
June,  1941,  Mr.  Doll  moved  to  Mattoon  and 
became  the  first  archtiect  to  open  an  office 
there.  This,  he  says  today,  took  a  little  mis- 
sionary work.  His  first  commission  was  a 
Swiss  chalet  for  Dr.  and  Mrs.  S.  B.  Nuzie  and 
next  came  a  church  at  Hazel  Dell  and  a  mod- 
ern   ranch    house    for    Mr.    and    Mrs.    Fred 


Kuehne  II.  World  War  II  slowed  up  his  work, 
but  he  did  get  some  priorities  for  such  pro- 
jects as  the  Mattoon  Fire  Station  and  Drill 
Tower.  Until  materials  became  more  plenti- 
ful, he  worked  in  the  map  department  of  the 
Carter  Oil  Company,  conducting  whatever 
private  practice  the  war  permitted  him.  Mr. 
Doll  has  designed  the  Chinese  Christian 
Union  Church  in  Chicago  and  was  supervis- 
ing architect  for  the  Mattoon  Lamp  Works  of 
the  General  Electric  Company,  and  he  is  at 
present  (1949)  working  on  a  commission  for 
the  Illinois  State  Armory  in  Mattoon.  His 
practice  embraces  all  the  branches  of  architec- 
ture, covering  residences,  industrial  plants, 
office  buildings,  stores,  schools,  institutions, 
churches  and  others.  He  pioneered  floor  panel 
radiant  heating  in  Central  Illinois.  A  licensed 
professional  engineer,  Mr.  Doll  not  only  su- 
pervises erection  of  structures  he  designs  but 
also  does  his  own  structural,  electrical,  heat- 
ing and  plumbing  engineering. 

On  August  18,  1923,  Mr.  Doll  married  Miss 
Emma  Lyllyan  Lennon,  daughter  of  John  A. 
and  Anna  Lennon,  at  Chicago.  Mrs.  Doll  has 
been  active  in  school  work,  in  activities  for 
war  veterans,  in  women's  clubs  and  the 
American  Red  Cross.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  in  Mattoon, 
the  Quadrangle  Club,  the  Women's  Associated 
Clubs,  the  Mattoon  Golf  and  Country  Club, 
and  is  superintendent  of  and  a  teacher  in  the 
junior  high  department  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  Sunday  School.  She  writes  poetry 
and  devotes  herself,  like  her  husband,  to  work 
for  young  people.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doll  reside  at 
1621  Charleston  Avenue,  Mattoon.  Mr.  Doll's 
office  is  in  the  Donnell  Building,  Mattoon. 

Always  interested  in  church  work  himself, 
Mr.  Doll  was  deacon  of  the  Immanuel  Baptist 
Church  in  Chicago  and  helped  organize  and 
served  on  the  board  of  deacons  of  the  Calvary 
Baptist  Church  in  Chicago.  He  is  now  a  member 
and  ruling  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Mattoon.  He  is  general  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  director  of  the  Westmin- 
ister Fellowship,  vice-moderator  of  the  Mat- 
toon Presbytery  and  member  of  the  Presby- 
tery Committee  on  Christian  Education.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Appeals  of  the 
City  Building  Commission  and  Chairman  of 
Board  of  Appeals  of  Zoning,  and  in  the  World 
War  II  period  was  chairman  of  the  Postwar 
Housing  Committee,  the  steering  group  for 
housing  which  led  into  the  Mattoon  Develop- 
ment Corporation.  As  chairman  of  the  sub- 
committee on  the  building  code  and  zoning, 
Mr.   Doll  was  responsible  for  the  passage  of 
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the  City  of  Mattoon's  code  and  zoning  plan. 
He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Youth  Council, 
which  operates  the  Mattoon  Youth  Center. 

Mr.  Doll  is  a  member  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Architects,  the  Illinois  Society  of 
Architects,  the  Illinois  State  Association  of 
Architects;  Mattoon  Lodge,  No.  260,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  thirty-second  de- 
gree Mason;  the  High  Twelve  Club;  the  Ki- 
wanis  Club  of  Mattoon  (he  was  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  in  Chica- 
go); elected  Lt.  Governor  Division  12  Illinois- 
Eastern  Iowa  District  of  Kiwanis  for  1950; 
the  Mattoon  Golf  and  Country  Club;  the  Mat- 
toon Civic  Music  Association,  of  which  he 
was  treasurer  four  years  and  president  three 
years;  the  Lawrence  Riddle  Post,  No.  88, 
American  Legion;  and  the  Salvation  Army 
Advisory  Board,  of  which  he  is  also  president. 
He  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Central  Il- 
linois Chapter's  committee  on  practices  in  the 
A.  I.  A.  In  World  War  I,  Mr.  Doll  was  a  radio 
operator  in  the  Signal  Corps,  serving  a  year 
with  the  American  Expeditionary  Force  in 
France.  Golf  is  his  favorite  sport.  He  also 
likes  motion  pictures.  But  he  has  two  hobbies 
— collecting  stamps,  mainly  United  States  is- 
sues, and  working  with  young  people. 

Wherever  Mr.  Doll  goes,  he  leaves  the  mark 
of  talent  upon  what  he  does  there — -and  he  is  a 
noted  figure  in  many  fields  beyond  architec- 
ture. 

ALLAN  THOMAS  GORDON,  D.D. 

Throughout  a  long  life  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Allan  Thomas  Gordon  of  Springfield  has 
served  humanity  in  various  ways,  at  home  and 
abroad.  Today,  after  years  of  service  as  a 
preacher  in  the  Christian  Church  and  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Dan- 
ville, Dr.  Gordon  is  executive  director  of  the 
Illinois  Manufacturers  Association,  with  head- 
quarters in  Springfield.  He  has  lent  his  name 
and  his  energies  to  numerous  projects  of 
great  significance,  and  among  his  present  ac- 
tivities is  service  on  the  Editorial  Advisory 
Board  of  the  Library  of  American  Lives,  Il- 
linois Edition. 

Dr.  Gordon  was  born  in  Brooke  County, 
West  Virginia,  on  November  14,  1879.  His 
parents  were  John  E.  and  Mary  Jane  (Marsh) 
Gordon,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland,  the 
latter  of  the  Mountain  State.  John  E.  Gordon, 
a  veteran  of  the  War  Between  the  States, 
was  an  electrical  engineer  who  built  several 
electrical  railroads. 

The     future     clergyman     and     association 


builder  attended  the  Steubenville,  Ohio,  High 
School,  and  then  continued  his  education  at 
Bethany  College,  in  Bethany,  West  Virginia, 
where  he  was  awarded  the  degrees  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts  and  Master  of  Arts.  In  1905,  he 
attended  Yale  University  Divinity  School  at 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  for  three 
months  thereafter  he  was  in  the  Holy  Land, 
studying  and  serving.  Upon  his  return  to  the 
United  States,  Oskaloosa  College,  now  Drake 
University  School  of  Divinity,  awarded  him 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  For  fifteen 
years  Dr.  Gordon  served  as  a  preacher  in  the 
Christian  Church,  holding  pulpits  at  Niles, 
Ohio;  Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  and  Paris,  Illi- 
nois. From  Paris  he  went  to  Danville  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Danville  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  in  1928  he  assumed  his  present  post  as 
Legislative  Director  of  the  Illinois  Manufac- 
turers Association  at  Springfield.  Under  his 
guidance,  this  organization  has  grown  in  size 
and  strength,  as  well  as  influence.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  various  Masonic  bodies,  includ- 
ing the  Shrine,  and  served  as  president  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Springfield. 

Dr.  Gordon  married  Florence  E.  Masteller 
in  August,  1916.  He  had  previously  married 
Elida  Robbins,  who  died  in  1914.  He  is  the 
father  of  two  sons — John  E.  Gordon,  who  is 
in  the  clothing  business  in  San  Diego,  Cali- 
fornia, and  Allan  Thomas  Gordon,  Jr.,  who  is 
on  the  faculty  of  the  University  of  Chicago. 

As  a  clergyman  and  association  executive, 
Dr.  Gordon  has  taken  advantage  of  every  op- 
portunity to  serve  the  people  of  Illinois  and 
other  parts  of  the  nation. 

FLOYDE  D.  SPERRY 

A  community  organizer  and  organization 
executive  with  a  record  of  having  guided  va- 
rious cities  to  greater  industrial,  commercial, 
civic  and  cultural  growth,  Floyde  D.  Sperry 
is  today  executive  secretary  of  the  Bloom- 
ington  Association  of  Commerce  of  Blooming- 
ton.  His  reputation  in  his  field  extends  into 
all  parts  of  the  State  and  into  the  national 
field. 

Mr.  Sperry  was  born  in  Urbana  on  Decem- 
ber 16,  1904,  and  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  community.  Graduated 
from  Urbana  High  School  in  1924,  he  then 
entered  Coe  College  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  football  team, 
a  natural  consequence  of  his  athletic  prowess 
at  high  school.  After  a  year  at  Coe,  Mr. 
Sperry  transferred  to  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois, where  he  majored  in  economics  and  busi- 
ness  administration   and  where,   in    1931,   he 
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took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  While 
in  college  Mr.  Sperry  was  a  member  of  the 
Inter-Fraternity  Council  and  several  class 
committees  and  a  member  of  Tau  Kappa  Ep- 
silon.  Before  and  after  graduation  Mr.  Sperry 
was  assistant  to  Dean  Charles  M.  Thompson 
in  the  University's  College  of  Commerce,  and 
this  may  be  regarded  as  the  beginning  of  his 
career. 

In  1933,  he  resigned  his  scholastic  position 
to  become  executive  secretary  of  the  Twin 
Cities  Fuel  Merchants  Association  of  Cham- 
paign-Urbana.  A  year  later  he  moved  over 
to  the  Urbana  Association  of  Commerce, 
where  for  the  next  four  years  he  was  man- 
aging secretary.  In  1937  Mr.  Sperry  became 
secretary  of  the  Paducah  Association  of  Com- 
merce, Paducah,  Kentucky,  and  there  he  re- 
mained five  and  one-half  years.  In  1943  he 
assumed  his  present  post  of  secretary  of  the 
Bloomington  Association  of  Commerce  and 
has  since  repeatedly  demonstrated  his  skill 
and  leadership  in  promoting  community  devel- 
opment. 

In  1935  Mr.  Sperry  married  Ruth  M-  Shreve 
of  Champaign.  They  have  one  son,  Richard, 
born  in  1939.  Mrs.  Sperry  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Illinois  in  1932.  She 
was  elected  to  Alpha  Gamma  Delta  Sorority 
at  the  University  and  after  taking  her  de- 
gree was  a  school  teacher  in  the  Champaign 
public  school  system  for  six  years. 

Mr.  Sperry  has  been  a  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce Secretaries  since  1934  and  of  the  Illi- 
nois Commercial  Secretaries  Association  since 
1930.  He  has  been  an  outstanding  figure  in 
the  Illinois  organization,  which  he  served  as 
secretary  two  terms  (1936  to  1938),  vice-pres- 
ident in  1945-46  and  president  in  1946-47*. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  the  National  School  for 
Commercial  Organization  Secretaries  at 
Northwestern  University,  Evanston.  He  is  a 
past  president  of  the  Kentucky  Secretaries 
Association  and  past  vice-president  for  Ken- 
tucky of  the  Southern  Commercial  Secreta- 
ries Association.  He  is  a  thirty-second-degree 
Mason,  a  Shriner  and  Rotarian  and  a  member 
of  the  Bloomington  Country  Club.  His  hob- 
bies are  golf,  carpentry  and  "tinkering."  He 
says  that  he  likes  all  departments  of  chamber 
of  commerce  woi"k  and  intends  to  remain  in 
the  profession  because  he  enjoys  getting  peo- 
ple to  work  together  harmoniously  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  better  things  for  their  com- 


•He    Is   a   graduate    of    the   National    School    lor   Com- 
mercial   Organization    Secretaries   at    Northwestern    Uni- 
ii,    Kvanston. 


munity.  He  considers  his  major  accomplish- 
ments in  this  field  were  in  the  civic  and  re- 
tail phases  of  Urbana  life  and  the  industrial 
and  civic  work  at  Paducah  and  Blooming- 
ton. One  of  the  services  Mr.  Sperry  is  ren- 
dering his  fellow  citizens  on  the  State  level 
today  is  through  his  membership  on  the  Edi- 
torial Advisory  Board,  Library  of  American 
Lives,  Illinois  Edition. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE  SUNDERLAND 

"Business  goes  where  it  is  invited  and  stays 
where  it  is  well  treated,"  is  a  maxim  by  which 
Joseph  Lawrence  Sunderland  of  Mount  Ver- 
non has  lived  and  built  his  success.  He  has 
not  only  developed  businesses  of  his  own  in 
accordance  with  this  principle  but  accelerated 
the  development  of  other  businesses  and  en- 
tire communities.  He  is  the  president  of  the 
Sunderland  Acceptance  Corporation,  head- 
quartered in  Mount  Vernon  and  affiliated 
with  the  Citizens  National  Bank  of  Evansville, 
Indiana,  and  of  the  Sunway  Insurance  Agen- 
cy of  Mount  Vernon,  both  of  which  concerns 
he  founded.  He  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  II. 

Mr.  Sunderland  was  born  at  Fairfield,  seat 
of  Wayne  County,  on  June  29,  1914,  the  son 
of  Lawrence  Kinzie  and  Melvina  (Creighton) 
Sunderland,  both  also  natives  of  that  city. 
His  father,  a  farmer  and  livery  stable  opera- 
tor, was  born  in  1882  and  died  in  1947.  Also 
a  farmer  and  liveryman  was  Joseph  Sunder- 
land's grandfather,  Kinzie  Sunderland,  who 
likewise  was  born  in  Fairfield.  His  mother's 
father,  John  M.  Creighton,  was  an  insurance 
man  of  wide  and  good  reputation.  He  had  a 
brother,  Milton  Creighton,  who  was  a  Justice 
of  the  Illinois  State  Supreme  Court,  and  an- 
other brother,  Jake  Creighton,  who  was  Coun- 
ty Judge  of  Wayne  County.  Joseph  Lawrence 
Sunderland  was  graduated  from  high  school 
in  Fairfield  in  1933.  He  then  attended  Sou- 
thern Illinois  Normal  University,  obtaining  a 
teacher's  certificate  in  1935.  After  his  gradu- 
ation from  the  Carbondale  institution,  he 
went  to  work  for  the  Dealer  Discount  Cor- 
poration of  Fairfield.  In  1938,  he  resigned 
from  this  organization  to  organize  the  Citi- 
zens Acceptance  Corporation,  which,  like  his 
present  firm,  was  affiliated  with  the  Citizens 
National  Bank  of  Evansville.  Mr.  Sunderland 
was  president  of  the  Acceptance  Corporation, 
which  progressed  successfully,  but  which  he 
liquidated  when  the  United  States  entered 
World  War  II.  At  the  time  of  its  liquidation, 
the  corporation  was  doing  a  million-dollar 
business.  In  1942  Mr.  Sunderland  joined  the 
United  States  Infantry  and  in  the  following 


32 


LIBRARY     OF     AMERICAN    LIVES 


This  space  reserved  for  the  portrait  of  Joseph  Lawrence  Sunderland 


year  was  commissioned  a  Second  Lieutenant 
in  the  166th  Infantry.  In  1944  he  received  an 
honorable  discharge  and  in  1945  he  went  to 
Mount  Vernon  and  organized  the  Sunderland 
Acceptance  Corporation,  which  as  president 
he  has  led  to  outstanding  success.  His  other 
business,  the  Sunway  Insurance  Company, 
handles  every  type  of  insurance. 

Mr.  Sunderland  married  Marie  Annette 
Gallucci  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  a  grad- 
uate of  that  city's  schools,  at  Little  Rock,  Ar- 
kansas, in  1943.  They  have  one  son,  Lawrence 
Kinzie  Sunderland,  II,  who  was  born  on  July 
5,  1944.  The  family  worships  in  the  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Sunderland  is  a  member  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  the  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Amvets. 
He  is  in  the  forefront  of  those  who  are  devot- 
ing themselves  to  the  development  of  Mount 
Vernon    and    the   State    of    Illinois. 

JOHN  ALBERT  WILL 

Prominent  in  the  business  world — especial- 
ly in  the  soft  drink  bottling  field — John  Al- 
bert Will  of  Herrin  is  also  renowned  as  a 
Catholic  layman  in  Southern  Ilinois.  In  busi- 
ness he  is  general  manager  of  the  Herrin 
Coca-Cola  Bottling  Company,  founded  by 
his  father  and  owned  by  his  widowed  mother. 

Mr.  Will  was  born  in  Herrin  on  April  27, 
1909.  His  father  was  Albert  John  Will,  a  na- 
tive of  nearby  Jackson  County,  who  died  in 
1932.  Albert  J.  Will,  one  of  Herrin's  most 
prominent  citizens,  served  on  the  City  Board 
of  Aldermen,  was  active  in  Republican  poli- 
tics and  in  every  phase  of  civic  and  public 
life.  He  founded  the  bottling  company  in  Her- 
rin in  1905.  The  mother  is  Mary  (Steinle) 
Will,  a  native  of  Minnesota.  John  Albert  Will 
was  born  third  among  eight  children.  The  oth- 
ers are  Jeannette;  Christine;  the  Reverend 
Irwin  R.  Will,  a  priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church;  Martin  L.  Will;  Rose  Catherine,  a 
Registered  Nurse;  Robert  S.  Will;  and  Mary 
Elizabeth. 

John  A.  Will  was  educated  in  the  parochial 
schools  of  Herrin  and  in  the  Herrin  Township 
High  School.  In  1928,  he  went  to  work  in  his 
father's  bottling  plant  as  a  utility  man,  and 
from  this  humble  start  rose  from  one  position 
of  responsibility  to  another,  learning  every 
phase  of  the  business,  until  upon  his  father's 
death  in  1932  he  assumed  the  general  man- 
agership. His  mother  became  owner  of  the  en- 


terprise at  that  time.  The  plant,  modern  in 
every  respect,  employs  eleven  persons  and 
serves  one  half  of  Williamson  County.  While 
Mr.  Will  has  jurisdiction  over  every  depart- 
ment and  phase  of  the  business,  he  gives  most 
of  his  attention  to  the  selling  end,  his  favor- 
ite. An  outstanding  figure  among  fellow  bot- 
tlers, he  served  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Illinois  State  Bottlers  Association  for 
two  years.  In  addition  to  this  industry,  he  is 
active  in  farming.  He  is  associated  in  the  own- 
ership and  operation  of  a  212-acre  farm  in 
Jackson  County. 

On  January  4,  1933,  Mr.  Will  married  Mar- 
garet Poliskie,  the  daughter  of  Mike  and  Ann 
Poliskie,  who  have  resided  in  Williamson 
County  since  1911.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  are  the 
parents  of  three  children — Marianne,  born  on 
July  24,  1935,  Albert  John,  born  on  June  17, 
1937,  and  Bonnie  Jane  Will,  born  on  August 
29,  1946.  The  entire  family  worships  in  St. 
Mary's  Catholic  Church  of  Herrin,  in  which 
Mr.  Will  is  a  trustee.  He  was  also  grand 
knight  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  for  two 
years  and  continues  in  his  leadership  and  in- 
fluence in  this  organization,  as  well  as  the 
church.  Active  also  in  civic  affairs,  Mr.  Will 
serves  as  director  of  the  Herrin  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  an  office  to  which  he  was  first 
elected  in  1944.  His  other  organizations  are 
the  Herrin  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks;  Herrin  Aerie,  Frater- 
nal Order  of  Eagles,  and  Southern  Illinois, 
Inc.  He  is  a  former  member  of  both  the  Ro- 
tary and  Lions  Clubs  of  Herrin.  Bottling, 
farming,  church  and  other  civic  work  are  the 
channels  through  which  Mr.  Will  is  serving  a 
large  segment  of  Southern  Illinois. 

HON.  GROVER  CLEVELAND  HELM 

There  is  hardly  one  phase  of  life  in  Illinois 
which  has  not  felt  the  influence  of  the  Honor- 
able Grover  Cleveland  Helm  of  Bloomington. 
For  Mr.  Helm  is  a  bank  president,  the  owner 
of  a  wholesale  produce  house,  part  owner  of 
an  auto  hotel,  farmer  and  public  official.  In 
the  financial  world  he  is  president  of  both 
First  National  Bank  of  Mackinaw,  in  Taze- 
well County,  and  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Bloomington.  Through  his  activities  he  has  es- 
tablished himself  among  the  more  valuable 
citizens  of  his  native  Illinois. 

Mr.  Helm  was  born  at  Streator,  LaSalle 
County,  on  November  2,  1884.  His  parents, 
now  deceased,  were  Alexander  Helm,  a  na- 
tive of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  who  was  at  first 
in  the  coal  mining  business  in  Illinois,  later  in 
construction  work,  and  Marguerite   (Rankin) 
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Helm,  also  born  at  Edinburgh.  Grover  C.  Helm 
was  educated  in  the  primary  and  high  schools  of 
Pontiac,  Livingston  County.  For  a  time  he 
worked  in  the  construction  business  for  his 
father.  Later  he  was  superintendent  of  com- 
missioners of  the  Spring  Lake  Levee  and 
Drainage  District.  In  1908  he  moved  to  Mack- 
inaw, where  he  purchased  a  general  store 
from  relative,  C.  G.  Sparks,  now  deceased. 
Mr.  Helm  operated  this  store  alone  until  1918 
and  with  a  manager,  J.  E.  Argo,  until  1946, 
when  he  sold  out.  In  1910  he  became  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mackinaw, 
the  office  he  still  holds.  In  1912  he  served  as 
Mayor  of  Mackinaw.  In  1918  he  moved  to 
Bloomington,  where  for  eighteen  months  he 
was  general  manager  of  B.  F.  Hoopes  and 
Son.  In  1919  he  organized  Grover  C.  Helm 
and  Company,  wholesale  produce  house, 
which  he  still  owns.  In  1925,  he  bought  out 
Henry  A.  Reece,  a  business  operating  under 
the  corporate  name  of  V.  B.  Robison  and 
Company.  In  1924  Mr.  Helm  became  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Peoples  Bank  of  Blooming-ton,  later 
serving  as  vice-president  until  1934.  When 
The  National  Bank  of  Bloomington  was  or- 
ganized, he  was  elected  president,  and  still 
serves  in  that  capacity.  In  1937  he  became  a 
director  and  part-owner  of  the  Auto  Hotel  in 
Bloomington.  In  addition,  he  owns  and  oper- 
ates one  thousand  acres  of  farm  land.  At  the 
time  he  became  president  of  the  Mackinaw 
Bank,  in  1910,  Mr.  Helm  was  the  youngest 
national  bank  president  in  Illinois.  He  was 
then  twenty-five  years  old. 

He  married  Anna  Puterbaugh  of  Mackinaw, 
daughter  of  Howell  Jacob  and  Henrietta  (Lo- 
mison)  Puterbaugh.  Mr.  Puterbaugh  was  an 
extensive  landowner  and  chairman  of  the 
Spring  Lake  Levee  and  Drainage  District 
commissioners.  Mrs.  Helm  was  educated  in 
the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Mackinaw 
and  at  the  National  Park  Seminary  in  Forest 
Glen,  Maryland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helm  have  two 
foster  daughters — Gladys  E.,  born  on  Octo- 
ber 12,  1903,  now  the  wife  of  Elmer  Enderle, 
•who  is  associated  with  Union  Auto  Indemnity 
Association  and  also  manages  the  farms  of  L. 
F.  Shepard  of  that  organization;  and  Helen 
F„,  born  May  17,  1902,  now  the  wife  of  Harry 
Falkingham,  division  sales  manager  for  Eure- 
ka Williams  Corporation  of  Bloomington.  The 
Helm  home  is  at  2014  East  Taylor  Street, 
Bloomington.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Helm  are  members 
of  the  Second  Christian  Church,  Bloomington. 

Mr.  Helm  is  a  trustee  of  Illinois  Wesleyan 
University  and  a  member  of  the  Blooming-ton 


City  Planning  Board  and  the  Illinois  State 
Housing  Authority.  In  1944,  he  was  on  the  re- 
search committee  of  the  American  Bankers 
Association.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Blooming- 
ton Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Union 
League  Club  of  Chicago.  In  World  War  I,  he 
served  under  Herbert  Hoover  in  the  Food  Ad- 
ministration and  in  World  War  II  was  Illinois 
State  vice-chairman  in  the  sale  of  War  bonds. 
Farming  is  his  hobby.  One  of  the  state's  note- 
worthy citizens,  Mr.  Helm  has  made  an  out- 
standing contribution  to  development  and 
prosperity. 

ROBERT  DANIEL  BILLS 

In  Central  Illinois  a  popular  brand  of  bread 
is  "Sally  Ann."  This  is  produced  and  dis- 
tributed by  the  O'Connor-Bills  Baking  Com- 
pany of  Mattoon — a  firm  owned  by  Robert 
Daniel  Bills  and  Mrs.  None  O'Connor,  and 
managed  by  Mr.  Bills  and  his  son,  Robert 
Daniel  Bills,  Jr.,  a  World  War  II  veteran. 
Both  father  and  son  are  prominent  in  the 
baking  industry  and  in  the  civic  and  public 
affairs  of  Mattoon.  In  1949,  for  example, 
the  elder  Mr.  Bills,  who  is  former  Mayor  of 
the  city  and  a  one-time  commissioner  of  pub- 
lic improvements,  was  president  of  the  Mat- 
toon Association  of  Commerce  as  well  as  a 
former  president  of  the  Bakers  Association 
of  Illinois.  The  younger  Mr.  Bills  was  at  the 
same  time  an  official  of  the  bakers'  associa- 
tion and  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Mattoon. 

Robert  Daniel  Bills,  Sr.,  was  born  at  Stras- 
burg,  Shelby  County,  on  September  19,  1891, 
the  son  of  John  Charles  and  Amelia  Henrietta 
(Peters)  Bills,  the  latter  of  German  parentage 
though  her  own  birthplace  and  birth  year  are 
unknown.  John  C.  Bills  was  born  in  Hutton 
Township,  Coles  County,  and  worked  in  va- 
rious departments  of  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad. 

Robert  D.  Bills,  Sr.,  began  his  education 
in  a  Lutheran  parochial  school  in  Stewardson, 
Illinois,  and  later  also  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Mattoon.  His  first  job  Was  with 
A.  D.  King,  nursery  man  of  Mattoon.  At 
sixteen  he  became  a  delivery  boy  for  Klohr 
Brothers  and,  next,  he  was  employed  by  the 
late  D.  J.  O'Conner  as  a  grocery  clerk.  In 
1916,  Mr.  Bills  formed  his  partnership  with 
Mr.  O'Connor,  establishing  the  bakery  bus- 
iness which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Central 
Illinois.  "Sally  Ann"  bread  and  other  of  the 
products  are  delivered  into  an  area  in  a  ra- 
dius of  fifty  miles  of  Mattoon.  The  bakery 
employs   fifty    persons.     Mr.    Bills'   name   has 
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traveled  even  farther  than  his  bakery  prod- 
ucts. 

On  April  4,  1915,  at  Charleston,  Mr  Bills 
married  Jessie  L.  Anderson,  daughter  of  Da- 
vid and  Sarah  Anderson  of  that  city.  Mrs. 
Bills  has  been  active,  outside  her  home,  in 
Parent-Teacher  Association  work  and  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  There  are  three 
children — Betty  Mae  Bills,  also  associated 
with  her  father  in  the  baking  business;  R.  D. 
Bills,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Jo  Ann  Bills  Henderson. 
The  senior  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bills  reside  at  3232 
Richmond  Avenue,  Mattoon. 

Mr.  Bills  served  the  City  of  Mattoon  as 
Mayor  for  one  term  and  for  six  years  was 
commissioner  of  public  improvements.  He  is 
president  of  the  Mattoon  Federal  Savings  and 
Loan  Association  and  is  on  the  board  of  the 
Central  National  Bank  of  Mattoon.  For  two 
years  he  was  president  of  the  State  bakers' 
association.  Besides  the  Association  of  Com- 
merce, he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  one 
of  the  founders  and  is  secretary  of  the  Mat- 
toon Broadcasting  Company.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  hunting  and  reading  are  his  relax- 
ations. 

Mr-  Bills'  son  and  closest  associate,  Robert 
Daniel  Bills,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Mattoon  on 
May  18,  1920,  and  after  being  graduated 
from  high  school  attended  the  University  of 
Illinois  for  two  years.  He  earned  three  let- 
ters in  football  and  two  in  basketball  at  high 
school.  At  the  university  he  played  football 
in  his  freshman  year  but  an  injury  prevented 
his  participating  on  the  varsity  team.  He 
was   elected   to    Kappa    Sigma. 

Since  1936  Mr.  Bills  has  been  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  bakery.  Until  1940  he 
worked  in  the  business  only  in  the  summer 
periods.  From  1940  until  the  time  he  entered 
the  military  service  in  World  War  II,  he 
developed  the  O'Connor-Bills  house-to-house 
program.  He  entered  the  Army  on  July  28, 
1942,  and  served  until  December  15,  1945, 
as  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Second  Infantry 
Division.  He  received  five  Battle  Stars  and 
was  decorated   for  bravery  in   Normandy. 

Since  1945  Mr.  Bills  has  managed  the 
O'Connor-Bills  bakery,  leaving  to  his  father 
such  questions  as  policy  changes  and  capital 
investments. 

Robert  Daniel  Bills,  Jr.,  and  Marjorie  Ann 
Montgomery,  daughter  of  George  M.  and  Hel- 
en E.  Montgomery,  were  married  at  Wichita, 
Kansas,   on   February   1,    1941,   and  have   be- 


come the  parents  of  Caro  Anne  Bills,  born 
in  1942,  and  Paula  Jayne  Bills,  born  in  1944. 
Their  home  is  at  1217  South  Lawn  Drive, 
Mattoon. 

The  younger  Mr.  Bills  is  also  a  Republi- 
can and  he  worships  in  the  Episcopal  Church 
at  Mattoon  He  is  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Bakers  Association  of  Illi- 
nois and  secretary  of  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Mattoon.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Chicago 
Bakers  Club  and  the  American  Bakers  Asso- 
ciation. Mrs.  Bills,  Jr.,  who  has  done  social 
work  in_  Mattoon,  is  a  member  of  Pi  Beta 
Phi  and  Phi  Delta  Tau   Sororities. 

The  entire  family  is  prominent  in  Mattoon, 
to  the  progress  of  which  they  have  long  been 
contributing. 

OKLEY  HAYS 

The  career  of  Okley  Hays  of  Herrin  has 
taken  him  from  one  interesting  vocation  to 
another.  He  has  been  successively  grocery 
clerk,  farmer,  grocery  owner  and  banker.  To- 
day, he  operates  the  Hays  Chevrolet  Com- 
pany of  Herrin,  the  Hays  Loan  Company  and 
the  Okley  Hays  Insurance  Agency,  the  latter 
two  also  in  Herrin.  He  is  one  of  Williamson 
County's  foremost  citizens,  an  organization 
leader,  a  worker  in  Red  Cross,  bond  and 
other  drives  and  a  man  with  an  excellent 
World  War  II  homefront  record. 

Born  at  West  Frankfort,  in  Franklin  Coun- 
ty, on  September  20,  1895,  Okley  Hays  is 
the  son  of  Mount  and  Minnie  (Mannion) 
Hays,  bo;.h  also  natives  of  Illinois.  Okley  Hays 
is  the  only  child  of  his  parents.  He  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of 
West  Frankfort,  graduating  from  the  twelfth 
grade  in  1913.  For  two  years  he  worked  in 
a  grocery  store.  For  nine  years  after  that  he 
farmed.  Then  he  moved  into  West  Frankfort 
and  bought  a  retail  grocery  store  which  he 
named  Hays  Groceries  and  which  he  operated 
for  three  years,  or  until  1927.  At  that  time 
he  accepted  the  post  of  cashier  of  the  Union 
State  Bank  of  West  Frankfort.  When  it  was 
merged  in  1929  with  the  West  Frankfort 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  Mr.  Hays  became 
first  vice-president.  The  depression  proved 
too  much  for  this  institution,  and  in  1930 
Mr.  Hays  found  himself  working  in  the  col- 
lection department  of  the  National  Bank  of 
the  Republic  in  Chicago.  On  October  7,  1930, 
he  resigned  the  Chicago  position  to  return  to 
West  Frankfort  as  general  manager  of  the 
Lane  Chevrolet  Company.  In  November,  1936, 
he  established  himself  in  Herrin,  opening  the 
Hays    Chevrolet   Company,    of   which  he   has 
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since  been  president  and  general  manager. 
In  1941  he  established  the  Hays  Loan  Com- 
pany and  the  Okley  Hays  Insurance  Agency, 
which  operate  both  in  conjunction  with  his 
automobile  business  and  independently.  The 
Chevrolet  organization  employs  seventeen 
persons  and  maintains  full  shop  facilities.  Mr. 
Hays  is  active  in  the  National  Automobile 
Dealers  and  the  Illinois  Automobile  Dealers 
Associations. 

On  October  20,  1915,  Mr.  Hays  married 
Sylvia  Baugh,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Baugh  of  West  Frankfort.  Their  children  are 
— Helen,  the  wife  of  Dewey  Frailey  of  Ben- 
ton; Morris  Henry,  who  married  Evelyn  Misk- 
er  of  Herrin  and  is  the  father  of  Morris  Hen- 
ry Hays,  II,  and  William  F  Hays;  B.  J.  Hays, 
who  married  Gerry  Berrey  of  Ziegler  and  is 
the  father  of  J.  O.  Hays;  and  Edith  Nell,  the 
wife  of  Ray  Elliott  of  Herrin.  The  family 
church  is  the  Second  Baptist  of  West  Frank- 
fort, in  which  Mr.   Hays  is  a  deacon. 

In  the  World  War  II  period  Mr.  Hays 
served  as  chairman  of  the  scrap  and  salvage 
drives  and  as  a  member  of  the  rationing 
board.  He  served  on  the  West  Frankfort  High 
School  Board  for  fifteen  years,  and  for  twelve 
years  was  its  secretary.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  Herrin  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a  past 
president  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Herrin.  He  is 
also  active  in  Southern  Illinois,  Inc.,  the  Cen- 
tury Club  of  Herrin  and  the  Masonic  order, 
in  which  he  holds  the  third  degree.  He  is  a 
Republican.  Civic  work  is  his  hobby,  and 
through  this  hobby,  as  well  as  his  businesses, 
he  has  been  able  to  participate  in  the  great 
program  for  promoting  the  development  of 
Herrin,  Williamson  County  and  the  entire 
Southern    Illinois   region. 

GEORGE  HAROLD  ANDERSON 

Former  superintendent  of  highways  for 
Williamson  County  and  former  member  of 
the  Illinois  State  Committee  on  Future  Roads, 
George  Harold  Anderson  of  Herrin  has  de- 
veloped a  reputation  as  an  engineer  through- 
out Illinois  and  the  surrounding  region.  He 
is  a  former  president  of  the  Illinois  Society 
of  Professional  Engineers  and  is  currently 
president  of  the  Herrin  Township  High  School 
Board.  Numerous  public  and  private  projects 
owe  their  existence  to  his  planning  and  di- 
rectorial skill. 

Born  in  Chicago  on  May  14,  1898,  Mr.  An- 
derson is  the  son  of  Charles  Anderson  and 
Mary  (Johnston)  Anderson,  natives  of  Swe- 
den, both  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States 
when  still  in  their  'teens.    The  future  engineer 


went  to  grade  school  at  Lake  Forest,  Illinois, 
and  to  high  school  at  Highland  Park,  graduat- 
ing fi'om  the  latter  in  1915.  Then,  for  three 
and  one-half  years,  he  studied  engineering  at 
the  University  of  Illinois.  In  1918,  he  en- 
tered the  United  States  Navy  as  an  aviation 
cadet  and  was  discharged  in  1919.  For  two 
months  after  leaving  the  service  Mr.  Ander- 
son served  as  assistant  mining  engineer  for 
a  coal  company.  In  December,  1919,  Mr- 
Anderson  moved  to  Herrin  to  become  engi- 
neer for  the  Big  Muddy  Coal  and  Iron  Com- 
pany. After  two  months  with  this  firm,  he 
formed  an  association  with  an  engineering 
consulting  firm.  In  October,  1920,  Mr.  An- 
derson joined  in  a  partnership  which  did  engi- 
neering work  in  the  mining  field.  Since  1922, 
when  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  he  has 
operated  independently  in  the  engineering 
and    construction    business. 

The  year  1922  marks  another  important 
event  in  Mr.  Anderson's  life.  On  May  22,  he 
married  Inez  Stotlar.  On  July  26,  1939,  they 
became  the  parents  of  James  Charles  Ander- 
son. 

Since  1922  Mr.  Anderson  has  built  many 
hundreds  of  miles  of  highways,  as  well  as 
bridges,  sewerage  plants,  swimming  pools  and 
various  other  types  of  structures.  From  1926 
to  1933  he  was  county  superintendent  of 
highways  and  from  1931  to  1933,  by  appoint- 
ment of  Governor  Emmerson,  he  served  on 
the  State  Committee  for  Future  Roads.  Since 
1946  Mr.  Anderson  has  been  in  the  general 
contracting  business  doing  industrial  and 
commercial  building.  In  1946,  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Illinois  Society  of  Profes- 
sional Engineers.  He  had  served  as  vice- 
president  in  1945  and  in  1943  and  1944  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors.  In  1943, 
he  was  exalted  ruler  of  the  Herrin  Lodge, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In 
1949  Mr  Anderson  was  serving  his  third  term 
as  president  of  the  Herrin  Township  High 
School  Board.  He  built  Herrin's  new  high 
school,  charging  no  fee  for  his  services.  The 
high  school  cost  the  community  three-quar- 
ters of  a  million  dollars.  Without  his  services 
it  would  have  cost  a  million  and  a  half.  In 
addition  to  his  engineering  work,  Mr.  An- 
derson operates  a  300-aci'e  livestock  and  grain 
farm  and  also  a  cigarette  vending  machine 
business  which  extends  into  seven  counties. 
He  is  a  member  of  Southern  Illinois,  Inc.,  the 
American  Legion  and  the  Williamson  County 
Farm  Bureau.  Also,  he  holds  the  thirty-sec- 
ond degree  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  Con- 
sistory, Ancient  and   Accepted   Scottish   Rite. 
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His  fraternity  is  Alpha  Sigma  Phi.  He  is  a 
Presbyterian  and  a  Republican.  Motor  boat- 
ing on  Crab  Orchard  Lake  is  his  favorite 
sport.  He  is  also  a  fisherman.  To  become 
an  engineer  was  Mr.  Anderson's  childhood 
ambition.  In  the  achievement  of  his  ambi- 
tion he  has  served  Southern  Illinois  especial- 
ly  well,   indeed   the   entire    State. 

KENNETH  ANNIN  GREEN,  LL.B. 

A  former  Assistant  State's  Attorney  of 
Coles  County  and  active  in  all  types  of  com- 
munity  programs,    including  work   on    behalf 

I  of  youth,  recreation,  health  and  welfare  and 
education,  Kenneth  Annin  Green  of  Mattoon 
is  an  attorney  of  high  standing  in  Central 
Illinois.  He  is  well  known  in  civic  and  fra- 
ternal organizations  and  in  church  work. 

Born  at  Gays,  Illinois,  on  October  15,  1912, 
Kenneth  Annin  Green  is  the  son  of  George 
W.  and  Viola  (Annin)  Green.  His  father,  a 
native  of  the  area  near  Shelbyville,  Illinois,  is 
an  interior  decorator  The  mother,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois,  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Mahala   Annin. 

The   future   attorney   was   graduated    from 

i  the  Mattoon  High  School  and  then  entered 
Eastern  Illinois  State  College  at  Charleston, 
where  he  remained  three  years.  To  prepare 
for  the  legal  profession  he  went  to  the  Chi- 
cago Kent  College  of  Law  in  Chicago,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor   of   Laws   in    1941. 

Admitted  to  the  Illinois  State  Bar  on  June 
10,   1941,  Mr.   Green  commenced  his  practice 
as  an  associate  of  William  Kenneth  Kidwell 
(q.  v.),  then  State's  Attorney  of  Coles  Coun- 
ty.    The   following   year   Mr.    Green   was   ap- 
pointed   Assistant    State's    Attorney    of    the 
same   county  and   held   office   until   the   sum- 
,  mer  of  1944,  or  nearly  three  years.    At  that 
'  time   he    resigned   to    devote   his    entire   time 
,  to   private    practice.     On   November    1,    1945, 
|  Mr.   Green   established  his  own   law  office  at 
1624  V2    Broadway,  Mattoon,  and  he  has  con- 
tinued there  since.    He  is  engaged  in  a  gen- 
eral practice  of  law. 

On  August  1,  1936,  Mr.  Green  married 
Patricia  Harper,  the  daughter  of  Wilmer  J. 
and  Amelia  Harper.  The  ceremony  took  place 
at  Waukegan,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Green  is  active 
in  the  Assembly  of  God  Church  in  Mattoon 
She  has  directed  religious  activities  and  pro- 
grams and  been  a  Sunday  School  teacher. 

Mr.  Green  is  also  active  in  this  church.  For 
three  years  he  was  a  member  of  its  board  of 
trustees.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  are  the  parents 
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of  two  sons — Scott  Franklin  Green,  who  was 
born  on  May  24,  1938,  and  Timothy  Harper 
Green,  who  was  born  on  February  25,  1945. 
The  Green  family  i*esides  at  1212  Lafayette 
Avenue,  Mattoon. 

Outside  the  church  and  the  legal  profes- 
sion, Mr.  Green  is  active  as  a  member  of  the 
Mattoon  Recreation  Board  and  the  Mattoon 
Girl  Scout  Council  and  as  president  of  the 
Community  Health  Council  of  the  Consoli- 
dated School  Districts  of  Coles  and  Cumber- 
land Counties.  He  is  a  former  president  of 
the  Lions  Club  of  Mattoon  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Past  Presidents'  Club  of  the  Lions 
Club;  the  Mattoon  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  Mattoon  Lodge,  D.  O.  K.  K.  In  politics 
he   is  a   Democrat. 

Mr.  Green  has  won  the  respect  of  citizens 
in  all  walks  of  life  at  Mattoon  and  in  Coles 
County  in  general  through  his  many  activities 
of   public   service. 

JOHN  THOMAS  THATCHER 

The  fame  of  John  Thomas  Thatcher  of 
Mount  Vernon  is  many-dimensional  in  the 
baking  industry.  He  is  not  only  the  president 
of  the  Master  Baking  Company  of  Mount 
Vernon  and  of  the  Cape  Girardeau  Baking 
Company  in  nearby  Missouri  and  a  leader  in 
industry  organizations,  but  is  known  for  the 
work  he  has  done  in  labor  relations  in  the 
state's  baking  industry  and  in  establishing 
permanent  labor-management  peace.  His 
prominence  extends  into  the  field  of  Masonry. 

Born  in  Indianapolis  on  March  29,  1907, 
Mr.  Thatcher  is  the  son  of  John  T.  and  Eva 
(Hitchcock)  Thatcher.  His  father,  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Indiana  metropolis  and  the  owner 
and  operator  of  a  dairy,  died  in  1909  at  the 
age  of  thirty-three.  Eva  Thatcher's  family 
came  to  Illinois  from  France.  Her  grand- 
father, who  had  been  a  Catholic  priest,  left 
the  church,  married  and  migrated  to  the 
United  States.  He  settled  at  Indianapolis, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  sawmill  and  planing 
mill  business.  The  baking  leader's  paternal 
grandfather,  Edward  Thatcher,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Union  Army  and  for  years  a  leader  in 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  gave 
his  sword  to  his  grandson,  who  treasures  it 
today. 

Mr.  Thatcher  grew  up  in  Indianapolis  and 
attended  that  city's  elementary  and  high 
schools.  When  he  left  school  he  worked  as  a 
sign  painter  for  two  years.  Then  took  a  cor- 
respondence course  in  accounting.  In  1928  he 
became    an    accountant    for    the    Continental 
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Baking  Company  of  Indianapolis.  By  the  time 
he  left  in  1933  he  had  advanced  to  chief 
clerk.  In  1933  he  went  to  Mount  Vernon  as 
assistant  general  manager  of  the  Davidson 
Biscuit  Company.  In  1936  this  concern 
merged  with  the  Hampton  Cracker  Company 
of  Louisville  and  the  Thinshell  Candy  Com- 
pany of  Chicago,  the  new  enterprise  being 
named  the  Consolidated  Biscuit  Company.  All 
three  original  products,  biscuits,  candy  and 
general  bakestuffs,  were  retained.  Mr  That- 
cher was  made  assistant  secretary  of  the 
new  company.  In  1937,  however,  the  cracker 
plant  was  destroyed  and  until  1938  Mr. 
Thatcher  was  in  charge  of  all  the  other  oper- 
ations. In  that  year  he  left  Consolidated  to 
organize  the  Master  Baking  Company,  a  pure- 
ly Mount  Vernon  concern  with  nothing  but 
local  capital,  and  he  was  made  its  president. 
This  concern  manufactures  bread  that  is 
shipped  into  an  area  within  a  radius  of  fifty 
miles  of  Mount  Vernon.  It  employs  about 
eighty  persons.  In  1944,  the  Master  Baking 
Company  bought  the  Bauer  Baking  Company 
of  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri,  and  changed 
its  name  to  the  Cape  Girardeau  Baking  Com- 
pany. 

In  1932  Mr.  Thatcher  married  Jean  Schad 
of  Indianapolis  and  they  have  two  children — 
Nancy,  born  July  8,  1936,  and  Barbara,  born 
January  10,  1940.  The  family  worships  in 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Mount  Vernon. 

Mr.  Thatcher  served  as  secretary  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Bakers  Association  several 
years.  He  continues  influential  in  that  or- 
ganization, as  well  as  in  the  Illinois  State 
Bakers  Association,  the  American  Bakers  As- 
sociation and  the  Chicago  Bakers  Club.  He 
is  one  of  five  men  on  the  Illinois  Bakers  Com- 
mittee that  has  negotiated  and  effected  a 
statewide  industry  contract  with  the  Bakers 
and  Confectionei"y  Workers'  Union  for  a  five- 
year  period.  This  is  the  only  agreement  of  its 
kind  in  the  nation,  and  is  hailed  as  a  forward 
step  in  labor  relations.  The  agreements  cov- 
er all  of  Illinois  except  Peoria,  East  St.  Louis 
and  Chicago.  Outside  the  baking  world,  Mr. 
Thatcher  is  active  in  Mount  Vernon  Lodge, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and,  the 
holder  of  the  thirty-second  Masonic  degree,  is 
a  Noble  in  Ainad  Temple,  Ancient  Ai-abic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  in  East 
St.  Louis.  Also  he  belongs  to  the  Union  Com- 
mercial Travelers  and  the  Missouri  Athletic 
Club.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Green  Hills 
Country  Club.  He  is  one  of  Illinois'  foremost 
men. 


FRANKLIN  WALDO  ROTH 

Famed  throughout  the  United  States  is  the 
"Corn  Belt"  brand  of  egg  and  broiler  chicks 
— products  of  the  Corn  Belt  Hatcheries  at 
Kankakee.  Founded  by  the  father  of  Franklin 
Waldo  Roth,  this  firm  has  been  operated  for 
years  by  the  family,  who  have  developed  it 
into  national  fame  and  with  a  volume  of  busi- 
ness requiring  sixteen  branches,  all  located  in 
Illinois.  Such  is  the  reputation  of  this  business 
that  it  was  written  up  in  "Time"  Magazine  in 
1949.  Mr.  Roth  is  also  the  operator  of  the 
Corn  Belt  Frozen  Food  Locker  Plant  in  Kan- 
kakee and  the  Corn  Belt  Implement  Company 
at  Watseka  and  Gllman,  in  Iroquois  County, 
and  Momence,  in  Kankakee  County,  and  the 
Aer-Auto  Insurance  Exchange  in  Kankakee, 
as  well  as  a  feed  mill  at  Gibson  City,  Ford 
County,  and  oil  leases  in  Michigan.  He  is  ac- 
tive and  prominent  in  Kankakee's  civic  af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  Roth  was  born  at  Gibson  City  on  March 
9,  1902.  His  father,  Daniel  K.  Roth,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois,  is  a  prominent  farmer  and 
cattleman.  He  founded  the  Corn  Belt  Hatch- 
eries in  1923  and  was  also  an  implement  deal- 
er and  importer  of  Belgian  horses.  Franklin 
Roth's  mother  is  Leanna  (Mosiman)  Roth, 
born  at  Middletown,  Ohio.  Franklin  Roth  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Gibson 
City  and  then  spent  two  years  at  Bluffton  Col- 
lege, Bluffton,  Ohio.  In  1925  he  took  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Science  at  the  University 
of  Illinois.  He  was  prominent  in  athletics  at 
the  university,  where  he  majored  in  subjects 
leading  to  a  coaching  career.  He  gave  up  the 
idea  of  coaching  after  graduation,  having  be- 
come interested  in  his  father's  chick  hatchery. 
He  joined  the  elder  Mr.  Roth  in  the  business 
at  Kankakee  and  in  the  first  year  opened  two 
new  hatcheries  at  Mattoon,  Coles  County,  and 
Watseka.  The  following  year  a  hatchery 
branch  was  established  at  Paxton,  in  Ford 
County;  in  the  third  year  another  branch  was 
opened  in  Kankakee,  and  in  the  fourth  an- 
other at  Joliet.  Now  there  are  sixteen  branch- 
es altogether,  and  in  the  season  of  1948-49 
Corn  Belt  Hatcheries  produced  more  than 
9,000,000  chicks.  The  frozen  food  locker 
plant  was  established  in  1939  and  the  Corn 
Belt  Implement  Company,  handling  John 
Deere  equipment,  in  1942.  In  1946,  the  Aer- 
Auto  Insurance  Exchange,  issuing  plane  and 
auto  insurance,  was  founded,  with  Mr  Roth 
as  president.  This  firm  started  small,  but  is 
now  growing  and  prosperous,  with  twelve 
employees.  The  Gibson  City  feed  mill  owned 
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by  the  Roth's  provides  feed  for  his  hatch- 
eries as  well  as  individual  consumers. 

Mr.  Roth  married  Ruth  Josephine  Funk, 
who  was  born  in  Bloomington  on  August  18, 
1905.  The  marriage  occurred  at  Shirley,  on 
June  14,  1926.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roth  have  three 
children — Franklin  Waldo  Roth,  Jr.,  born  in 
1928,  now  (1949)  at  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois; Barbara  Roth,  born  in  1929,  educated  at 
Rollins  College,  Winter  Park,  Florida,  and 
Eugene  Roth,  born  in  1930,  now  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor. 

Mr.  Roth  is  one  of  Kankakee's  outstanding 
citizens.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Kankakee 
Community  Chest  and  is  director  of  the  Kan- 
kakee Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  has  served 
Rotary  in  Kankakee  as  president  and  the  Kan- 
kakee Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Or- 
der of  Elks,  as  exalted  ruler.  His  activities 
are  a  major  contribution  to  his  State  and  na- 
tion. 

HARRY  INGALLS  HANNAH,  A.B.,  J.D. 

A  member  of  the  Illinois  State  Bar  since 
1915,  Harry  Ingalls  Hannah  of  Mattoon  is  an 
outstanding  figure  in  that  profession.  A  gen- 
eral practitioner  who  has  been  specializing  to 
some  extent  in  municipal  and  special  improve- 
ment work,  he  is  Attorney  for  the  Coles 
County  Airport  Authority  and  is  former  City 
Attorney  and  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  City 
of  Mattoon  and  former  Assistant  Attorney 
General  for  the  State  of  Illinois.  A  veteran 
of  World  War  I,  he  is  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  American  Legion  in  his  district  and  he  is 
also   a  noteworthy   Republican. 

Born  in  the  Village  of  Fithian,  Vermilion 
County,  on  June  12,  1890,  Mr.  Hannah  is  the 
son  of  John  F.  and  Emma  J.  (Donaldson) 
Hannah.  His  father,  a  farmer  and  skilled 
wood  craftsman,  was  born  at  Fithian  on  April 
28,  1861,  the  son  of  Jeremiah  Thomas  and 
Margaret  (McCray)  Hannah,  natives  of  War- 
ren County,  Ohio.  Jeremiah  Thomas  Hannah 
served  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  I, 
125th  Illinois  Volunteers,  in  the  Civil  War. 
The  attorney's  mother  was  born  on  April  6, 
1863,  near  Fithian,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Maria  Antoinette  (White)  Don- 
aldson. Her  father,  born  at  Staunton,  Vir- 
ginia, on  November  20,  1829,  migrated  to 
Indiana  in  covered  wagons  in  1854  and  to 
Illinois  in  1858.  Her  mother,  daughter  of 
Calvin  G.  White  of  Vermont,  was  born  in 
Rome,  Michigan,  on  June  4,  1836- 

Harry  Ingalls  Hannah  began  his  education 
in  county  schools  and  went  on  to  the  Urbana 


High  School.  In  1913,  he  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  in  1915  that  of  Ju- 
rum  Doctor  from  the  University  of  Illinois. 
He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Mattoon  in 
1915,  in  the  office  of  Bryan  H.  Tiven.  In 
1921  he  opened  his  own  office.  In  1923  he 
became  City  Attorney  and  Corporation  Coun- 
sel for  the  City  of  Mattoon,  holding  these 
offices  for  more  than  ten  years.  From  1925 
to  1933  he  served  as  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral for  the  State  of  Illinois.  In  his  public 
and  his  private  practice  Mr.  Hannah  has 
gained  a  reputation  as  an  outstanding  trial 
lawyer  in  both  civil  and  criminal  matters  in 
State  and  Federal  Courts.  He  has  practiced 
before  all  the  Appellate  Courts  and  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  and  the  Federal 
District  Courts  and  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Illinois,  and  is  also  ad- 
mitted to  practice  before  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court.  He  has  been  Attorney  for 
the  Coles  County  Airport  Authority  since 
1946. 

On  June  29,  1917,  at  Ashley,  Illinois,  Mr. 
Hannah  married  Vivian  Britton,  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  Reverend  Joseph  Walter  and  Lu- 
cretia  (Morgan)  Britton.  Mrs.  Hannah,  edu- 
cated at  McKendree  College,  Lebanon,  Illi- 
nois, an  accomplished  musician  and  vocalist, 
is  a  former  high  school  teacher  of  foreign 
languages.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution  and  with 
her  husband  worships  in  the  Central  Com- 
munity Church,  Mattoon.  Mrs.  Hannah's 
mother  was  a  descendant  of  the  Thrall  family 
of  English  ancestry  and  of  early  American 
Colonial  stock,  her  great-great-grandfather, 
Captain  Samuel  Thrall,  having  served  with 
the  rank  of  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Mr-  and  Mrs.  Hannah  are  the  parents  of 
three  children — Norman  Britton  Hannah,  born 
on  December  1,  1919;  Marilyn  Vivian,  born 
on  May  6,  1925,  now  married  to  Kenneth 
Crocker  and  residing  at  Evanston;  and  David 
Morgan  Hannah,  born  on  May  30,  1931,  now 
(1949)  a  student  at  The  Hill  School,  Fotts- 
town,    Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Hannah's  older  son,  Norman,  holds  the 
degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois,  of  Master  of  Arts  from 
the  Louisiana  State  University  and  Doctor 
of  Philosophy  from  the  University  of  Minne- 
sota. In  World  War  II,  he  held  the  Naval 
rank  of  Lieutenant,  serving  in  the  Pacific 
area.  For  six  months  he  was  liaison  officer 
between  the  British  and  the  United  States 
Navy.  He  married  Edna  McCoy  of  New  Or- 
leans.    He   is  now   a   member   of  the   United 
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States  Foreign  Service,  under  the  State  De- 
partment, and  is  at  present  a  secretary  of  the 
embassy  at  Bangkok,  Siam.  He  served  eigh- 
teen months  previously  as  vice  consul  in 
Shanghai,  China.  The  attorney's  daughter, 
Mrs.  Crocker,  was  educated  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  and  Sweet  Briar,  Virginia.  At 
the  university  she  majored  in  music.  Later 
she  studied  at  Julliard  in  New  York.  An  ac- 
complished vocalist,  she  has  taken  prominent 
parts  in  operatic  performances.  She  is  the 
mother  of  Camilla  Lynn  Crocker. 

Harry  Hannah,  who  served  in  Officer's 
Training  School  in  the  Field  Artillery  at 
Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  Kentucky,  in  World 
War  I,  has  twice  been  commander  of  the  Mat- 
toon  Post  of  the  American  Legion  and  has 
also  served  as  judge-advocate  for  the  Le- 
gion's 19th  district.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Illinois  State  and  the  American  Bar  Asso- 
ciations, the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Ma- 
sonic order.  Prominent  in  the  Republican 
Party,  he  was  its  nominee  for  State  Senator 
from  the  34th  District  in  1936.  Golf  is  his 
favorite  sport,  photography  his  hobby. 

He  is  truly  one  of  Illinois'  notables. 

MARTIN  J.  O'BRIEN 

A  name  familiar  to  furniture  men  through- 
out the  Middle  West  is  that  of  Martin  J. 
O'Brien  of  Kankakee,  a  farm  boy  who  began 
his  career  in  the  furniture  trade  after  he  left 
school  and  who  has  risen  to  the  presidency 
and  general  managership  of  a  great  firm. 
Mr.  O'Brien  holds  these  posts,  as  well  as  a 
directorship,  in  the  Turk  Furniture  and  Man- 
ufacturing Company  of  Kankakee.  This  con- 
cern makes  furniture  and  sells  it  at  retail. 
Mr.  O'Brien,  who  is  also  an  officer  of  the 
Turk  Pontiac  Furniture  Company  of  Pontiac, 
Illinois,  is  a  leading  figure  in  all  phases  of 
civic  life,  and  has  held  various  public  offices. 
He  has  made  an  especially  outstanding  record 
as  chairman  of  the  Kankakee  Community 
Chest  campaigns  for  funds. 

Born  in  Stockland,  Illinois,  on  March  3, 
1907,  Mr.  O'Brien  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Katherine  (Hardiman)  O'Brien.  His  father, 
also  a  native  of  Illinois  and  the  son  of  a 
couple  also  born  in  this  State,  was  born  in 
1876;  he  is  a  retired  farmer.  The  mother, 
who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  died  in  1940. 
Martin  O'Brien  is  the  youngest  of  three  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Vincent  and  Howard 
O'Brien. 

He  went  to  the  elementai-y  and  high 
schools  of  Stockland  and  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  the  Gallagher  School  of  Business  at 


Kankakee.  When  he  left  school  he  became 
associated  with  what  was  then  called  the 
Oberlin  Furniture  Company,  operating  a  re- 
tail store  in  Kankakee,  as  credit  manager. 
The  firm  sold  out  to  the  Turk  Furniture  and 
Manufacturing  Company  in  1934,  but  Mr. 
O'Brien  reopened  the  store  under  the  Turk 
name  and  was  retail  manager  until  he  was 
elected  president  and  general  manager.  He 
is  also  on  the  board  of  the  company  and  is 
treasurer  of  the  Turk  Pontiac  Furniture  Com- 
pany, a  large  retail  furniture  company  at  Pon- 
tiac, Illinois.  In  addition  Mr.  O'Brien  owns 
a  farm  in  adjoining  Iroquois  County. 

Mr  O'Brien's  wife  is  the  daughter  of  the 
founder  of  the  Oberlin  Furniture  Company, 
Arthur  J.  Oberlin,  and  of  Nancy  (O'Connor) 
Oberlin.  Her  name  is  Bernice  Oberlin  and 
she  was  born  in  Kankakee  on  August  2, 
1906.  A  graduate  of  Kankakee  High  School, 
Mrs.  O'Brien  spent  three  years  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois.  The  marriage  was  solemnized 
on  September  26,  1935,  in  Kankakee,  and 
there  are  now  three  children — John  Arthur 
O'Brien,  born  on  December  20,  1936;  Thomas 
Martin  O'Brien,  born  on  November  24,  1940, 
and  Patricia  Lynn  O'Brien,  born  on  March  31, 
1947. 

Mr.  O'Brien's  activities  are  varied  and  ex- 
tensive. He  is  a  director  of  the  Illinois  Retail 
Furniture  Association,  the  Kankakee  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  the  Kankakee  Credit 
Bureau.  He  has  not  only  been  active  in  the 
Community  Chest  fund-raising  campaigns  but 
also  in  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign  in  Kan- 
kakee County.  As  chest  chairman,  he  raised 
more  money  for  the  local  welfare  and  health 
and  youth-serving  agencies  than  ever  before 
or  since.  Among  his  other  activities  have 
been  service  on  the  City  Park  Commission 
and  on  the  committee  appointed  to  purchase 
new  fire  equipment  for  Kankakee.  He  was 
especially  active  in  the  campaign  to  obtain 
such  new  equipment.  He  is  also  active  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Kankakee 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  is  prominent  in  the  Catholic  Church. 
He  ranks  high  among  the  city's  most  val- 
uable citizens  and  is  rated  one  of  the  build- 
ers  of  Illinois'   furniture   industry. 

HONORABLE  ALBERT  FREDERICK 
HATTENBURG 

The  Honorable  Albeit  Frederick  Hatten- 
burg  is  not  only  one  of  Kankakee's  best  edu- 
cated citizens — an  education  in  medicine, 
pharmacy  and  the  humanities,  in  universities 
here  and  abroad,   was  his — but  he  is  certain- 
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ly  also  Kankakee's  leading  citizen.  For,  after 
a  career  as  City  Clerk,  he  has  held  office  as 
Mayor  since  1937.  Among  his  other  public 
services  was  his  work  as  State  Druggist  of 
Illinois.  He  is  the  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Hattenburg  Drug  Store  in  Kankakee  and  one 
of  those  who,  in  public  office  or  not,  has  helped 
develop  the  city  commercially,  industrially 
and  culturally. 

Mayor  Hattenburg  was  born  in  the  Village 
of  Clifton,  Iroquois  County,  on  February  10, 
1896,  the  son  of  Henry  N.  and  Margaret  J. 
(Mayo)  Hattenburg.  His  father,  a  blacksmith, 
was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1869.  The  mother,  a  school  teacher,  was 
also  born  in  Iroquois  County.  The  future  Kan- 
kakee Mayor  went  through  high  school  in  his 
native  Clifton  and  in  1917  was  graduated 
from  Valparaiso  University  in  Indiana,  with 
the  degree  of  Graduate  in  Pharmacy.  He  had 
not  only  studied  pharmacy  but  had  taken  two 
years  of  medicine.  By  the  time  he  took  his 
degree  the  United  States  had  entered  the 
First  World  War.  He  went  into  the  Army  im- 
mediately (1917)  and  served  a  year  and  one- 
half  in  France.  In  his  last  three  months  in 
France,  which  was  after  the  Armistice,  Mayor 
Hattenburg  attended  Beaune  University  in 
France.  He  studied  pharmacy  and  some  medi- 
cine. Following  his  discharge  from  the  service 
in  1919,  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  began  his 
professional  career  in  the  Illinois  Central 
Pharmacy  at  Kankakee.  He  remained  there 
fifteen  months  and  then  spent  ten  months  as 
Illinois  State  Druggist.  At  the  end  of  the  lat- 
ter period  he  formed  a  partnership  which  op- 
erated the  E.  and  R.  Pharmacy  in  Kankakee. 
Selling  out  his  interest  in  this  enterprise  in 
1927,  Mayor  Hattenburg  then  worked  for  two 
years  as  prescription  pharmacist  with  the 
Central  Pharmacy  in  Kankakee.  In  1929,  he 
established,  at  his  present  location,  the  emi- 
nently successful  Hattenburg  Drug  Store. 

On  December  28,  1921,  Mayor  Hattenburg 
married  Ann  H.  Gallagher  in  Kankakee.  Mrs. 
Hattenburg,  born  in  Boston  on  July  24,  1895, 
was  taken  to  Kankakee  by  her  parents  when 
she  was  a  young  child.  She  and  the  Mayor 
have  three  children — Frances,  born  in  1923, 
who  attended  the  University  of  Illinois  and  is 
now  Mrs.  Richard  Hargitt;  Rita  Katherine, 
born  in  1925,  who  was  a  nurse  in  World  War 
II,  and  Albert  I.,  born  in  1928,  who  completed 
his  education  at  the  University  of  California. 

From  his  earliest  days  in  Kankakee,  Mayor 
Hattenburg  has  devoted  himself  to  civic  af- 
fairs. In  1935  he  was  elected  City  Clerk.  He 
held   this   office   until    1937,   and   since   that 


year  has  been  Mayor.  He  has  given  such  lead- 
ership to  movements,  joined  in  by  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  other  civic  groups,  that 
many  diversified  industries,  some  of  them 
producing  nationally  advertised  products,  have 
been  induced  to  establish  themselves  in  Kan- 
kakee. His  administration  has  also  brought 
considerable  progress  to  the  community.  May- 
or Hattenburg  is  active  in  the  American  Le- 
gion and  its  40  and  8,  in  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars,  the  Cooties,  the  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus, the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  the  Fra- 
ternal Order  of  Eagles,  the  Kankakee  Coun- 
try Club,  the  Shorer  Country  Club,  the  Sports- 
man's Club,  the  Northwoods  Club,  the  Kanka- 
kee Skeet  Club  and,  of  course,  the  Kankakee 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  has  become  a  be- 
loved figure  in  the  Kankakee  area. 

WALTER  ROWATT,  JR. 

The  son  of  a  poor  coal  miner,  Walter  Row- 
att,  Jr.,  of  Carterville  in  Williamson  County 
did  not  get  very  far  at  school,  having  been 
obliged  to  go  to  work  at  the  age  of  twelve. 
Nevertheless,  his  industry,  ability  and  per- 
sonality have  carried  him  far,  for  since  the 
early  1930's  he  has  been  president  of  the 
Bank  of  Carterville.  He  is  now  also  chairman 
of  the  board.  Prominent  among  the  state's 
bankers,  he  is  one  of  Williamson  County's 
most  influential  bankers  and  citizens. 

Mr.  Rowatt  was  born  in  Carterville  on  April 
5,  1877,  the  son  of  Walter  and  Mary  Ann 
(Jackson)  Rowatt.  His  father,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  first 
lived  in  Pennsylvania.  Then  he  crossed  the 
country  to  Murphysboro,  in  Jackson  County, 
and  in  1872  he  established  himself  in  Carter- 
ville. All  through  the  years  he  worked  as  a 
coal  miner.  The  banker's  mother  was  a  native 
of  Jackson  County.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  the  senior  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowatt,  and  their 
son  Walter,  Jr.,  was  the  third  of  these.  When 
he  completed  the  fourth  reader  in  the  Car- 
terville schools,  Mr.  Rowatt  dropped  all 
schooling  and  went  to  work  to  help  maintain 
the  familly.  His  first  job  was  in  a  brick  yard, 
where  he  did  unskilled  labor  of  every  descrip- 
tion Then  he  worked  in  a  saw  mill,  where  he 
was  assigned  to  grinding  corn.  In  1892,  when 
he  was  fifteen  years  old,  Mr.  Rowatt  was 
given  the  job  of  delivery  boy  in  the  Carter- 
ville grocery  store  of  J.  V.  Walker.  For  this 
task  he  had  a  wagon.  Financial  difficulties 
had  taught  him  thrift  and  with  his  savings  he 
was  able,  eventually,  to  buy  sharjs  in  the  Car- 
terville Building  and  Loan  Association.  With 
his  funds  he  was  able  to  become  a  partner  in 
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a  general  store  operation,  and  later  was  vice- 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Carterville 
Store  Company,  Inc.  Subsequently,  he  was 
manager  of  the  grocery  department  of  Ellis 
Brothers  Department  Store  in  Carterville, 
where  in  1917  he  became  manager  of  the 
credit  and  collection  department.  Still  later, 
he  was  promoted  to  general  manager  and 
elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  depart- 
ment store  company,  but  resigned  in  1930. 
Soon  afterward,  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  Bank  of  Carterville,  of  which  he  is  now 
both   president   and   board   chairman. 

In  1899  Mr.  Rowatt  married  Eleanor  Lip- 
sey  and  three  children  were  born  to  them — 
Mrs.  Ruth  Craig;  Paul  Rowatt,  now  of  Chi- 
cago; and  Mrs.  Nell  Hudgens,  now  of  Carbon- 
dale. 

Mr.  Rowatt,  a  Republican,  is  active  in  the 
Illinois  Bankers  Association  and  the  Lions 
Club  of  Carterville.  Travel  is  his  hobby.  As 
the  record  indicates,  he  has  made  an  excep- 
tional contribution  to  the  prosperity  and  de- 
velopment of  his  native  city  and  county. 

WILLIAM  KENNETH  KIDWELL 

An  attorney  with  a  State-wide  reputation 
in  his  profession  as  well  as  among  the  lay 
public,  William  Kenneth  Kidwell  is  also  noted 
for  his  activities  on  behalf  of  boys  and  in  the 
field  of  crime  prevention.  Once  in  practice  in 
Chicago,  he  has  been  at  Mattoon,  his  birth- 
place, since  1938.  He  has  served  that  city  as 
City  Collector  and  also  been  State's  Attorney 
for  Coles  County  and  he  has  held  some  of  the 
highest  offices  in  the  state's  legal  organiza- 
tions. 

William  Kenneth  Kidwell  was  born  at  Mat- 
toon  on  August  8,  1900,  the  son  of  John  Ash- 
bury  and  Luella  May  (Hearn)  Kidwell.  Hi« 
father,  born  in  Clark  County  in  1859,  died  in 
1936.  He  was  a  salesman.  In  1872,  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  John  A.  Kidwell  drove  his  wid- 
owed mother,  paternal  grandmother,  two 
younger  sisters  and  a  younger  brother  in  a 
covered  wagon  from  Coles  County  to  Indian 
Territory,  now  Oklahoma,  and  homesteaded 
160  acres  of  land.  The  lawyer's  mother,  born 
in  1864  in  Okaw  Township,  Coles  County, 
the  daughter  of  Eliza  and  Mary  Hearn,  died 
in  1938. 

William  K.  Kidwell  first  attended  Mattoon's 
public  schools.  After  graduating  from  high 
school,  he  spent  two  years  at  the  Illinois  Wes- 
leyan  University  School  of  Law  at  Blooming- 
ton  and  for  four  years  after  that  served  an 
apprenticeship  as  a  law  clerk  in  the  law  of- 


fices of  Craig  and  Kinzel,  Mattoon.  In  his 
school  days  Mr.  Kidwell  played  football  and 
baseball  and  in  his  freshman  year  at  Illinois 
Wesleyan  was  elected  president  of  Phi  Delta 
Phi,  the  legal  fraternity.  In  1930,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  Un- 
til 1938,  he  conducted  the  law  department  of 
the  Employers'  Group  in  Chicago.  Since  then 
he  has  been  in  the  general  practice  of  law  at 
Mattoon. 

Mr.  Kidwell  married  Mary  Helen  Spitz, 
daughter  of  Frank  X.  and  Clara  Spitz,  at 
Mattoon  on  November  28,  1942.  Mrs.  Kidwell 
is  former  president  and  secretary-treasurer, 
Woman's  Entertainment  Committee,  Mattoon 
Golf  and  Country  Club,  and  is  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  board  of  the  Mattoon 
United  Service  Organizations  (USO)  and  for- 
mer president  and  secretary  of  the  Mattoon 
Blue  Ribbon  Bowling  League.  She  is  a  quali- 
fied ambulance  driver  of  the  Mobile  Ambu- 
lance Unit  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  and 
was  active  in  the  Mattoon  Chapter  from  1942 
to  1946.  She  is  also  active  in  the  Altar  Soci- 
ety and  Daughters  of  Isabella,  Church  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception,  Mattoon.  The  Kidwell 
home  is  at  1403  Charleston  Avenue,  Mattoon. 

Mr.  Kidwell's  own  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of  Mat- 
toon where  he  is  senior  warden  of  the  vestry. 
From  1943  to  1949  he  was  chairman  of  the 
finance  committee,  Wabash  District,  Lincoln 
Trails  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  and 
he  is  now  serving  as  president  of  that  coun- 
cil. In  his  work  for  youth  he  is  also  a  member 
of  the  executive  board,  Junior  Police  Associ- 
ation of  Mattoon,  and  chairman  of  the  Youth 
Service  Committee  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of 
Mattoon.  He  served  as  City  Collector  of  Mat- 
toon from  1925  to  1927  and  as  State's  Attor- 
ney for  Coles  County  from  December,  1940, 
to  December,  1948.  From  1942  to  1946  he 
was  on  the  advisory  board,  Selective  Service 
Board  No.  2,  Coles  County.  In  the  year  1947- 
1948,  he  was  chairman  of  the  membership 
committee  of  the  Illinois  State  Bar  Associa- 
tion and  concurrently  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Illinois  State's  Attorneys  Association.  The 
following  year  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  State's  Attorneys  organization.  He  is  also 
vice-president  of  the  Coles  County  Bar  Asso- 
ciation; a  member  of  Mattoon  Lodge,  No.  495, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of 
which  he  was  exalted  ruler  in  1939-1940; 
Knights  of  Pythias;  Dramatic  Order  of  Khor- 
assan;  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  Mattoon 
Golf  and  Country  Club.  He  was  with  Company 
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L,  5th  Infantry,  Illinois  Reserve  Militia,  from 
1942-1945.  He  is  continuing  to  serve  his  com- 
munity and  State  in  every  possible  way. 

WILLIAM  SPARGO  GILES 

Though  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  work  in 
the  coal  mines  at  puny  wages  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old,  and  though  he  was  born  on 
a  Friday  the  Thirteenth,  William  Spargo  Giles 
of  Marion  has  managed,  through  application 
of  those  qualities  which  produce  "luck"  for 
any  man  who  has  them,  to  become  a  success- 
ful and  influential  citizen.  He  is  not  only 
president  of  the  Giles  Armature  and  Electric 
Works  of  Marion  but  also  vice-president  of 
the  Sandner  Electrical  Company,  Inc.,  of  West 
Frankfort,  and  treasurer  of  the  Missouri 
Electric  Works,  Inc.,  of  Cape  Girardeau,  Mis- 
souri. He  has  an  international  reputation  in 
his  field  and  is  one  of  the  City  of  Marion's 
outstanding  citizens. 

Mr.  Giles  was  born  at  Hazleton,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  March  13,  1896,  the  son  of  Arthur 
Edwin  and  Lilly  Ida  (Spargo)  Giles,  both  also 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  William  Giles  attended 
elementary  school  and  two  years  of  high 
school  at  Latrobe,  Pennsylvania.  He  finished 
high  school  in  Hazleton  in  1916  and  then 
studied  electrical  engineering  at  Lafayette 
College  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  in 
the  Glee  Club  and  Dramatic  Club  though  he 
worked  part  of  his  way  through  college. 

When  he  was  twelve  Mr.  Giles  had  gone 
to  work  on  week-ends  and  holidays  in  coal 
mines,  spending  ten  hours  a  day  in  the  pits, 
receiving  nine  cents  an  hour.  He  had  to  walk 
three  miles  to  work,  and  three  miles  to  home 
again.  Later  on,  he  worked  for  various  mines, 
including  the  Peabody  Coal  Company  and  the 
Cosgrove  Mining  Company,  as  electrician  and 
electrical  engineer.  From  1923  to  1929  he 
was  electrical  superintendent  for  an  engineer- 
ing firm  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  in  this 
period  worked  on  the  hydroelectric  plant  and 
dam  there.  In  1931  Mr.  Giles  returned  to 
Marion  and  in  February  of  that  year  started 
the  Giles  Electrical  Shop  in  the  basement  of 
his  home,  and  there  did  repair  work  on  mo- 
tors. In  October,  1932,  his  brother  John  joined 
him  in  the  business  and  toward  the  end  of  that 
year  they  moved  into  a  building  in  the  south- 
western part  of  Marion  and  organized  the 
Giles  Armature  and  Electric  Works.  In  1947, 
the  firm  was  incorporated  with  William  Giles 
as  president.  The  firm,  which  began  with  one 
employee,  now  has  forty  employees.  It  spe- 
cializes in  mine  electrical  work,  but  also  man- 
ufactures coils  which   it  ships  into  all  parts 


of  the  United  States.  The  plant  is  one  of  the 
most  modern  in  Southern  Illinois.  It  operates 
on  a  profit-sharing  basis  with  its  employees. 

On  April  12,  1919,  Mr.  Giles  married  Fran- 
ces Megowan,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Megowan  of  Louisville.  They  are 
the  parents  of  Jean  V.,  born  March  22,  1920, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Eugene  Vickery 
and  the  mother  of  William  and  Frances  Kay 
Vickery;  Martha  Jean,  born  April  8,  1922, 
the  wife  of  Harold  Lundemo  and  the  mother 
of  Sally  Anne  and  Peggy  Lundemo;  and 
Betty  Lea,  born  February  2,  1924,  the  wife 
of  Garner  J.  Grassinger  and  the  mother  of 
Paula  Jo  and  Robin  Grassinger. 

The  family  worships  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Giles  is  past  president  of  the  National 
Industrial  Service  Association,  which  has 
members  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  Puerto 
Rico  and  Cuba.  He  devotes  a  considerable 
part  of  his  time  to  this  office.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Marion  in  1940 
and  has  a  seventeen-year  record  for  perfect 
attendance.  He  is  serving  (1950)  his  third 
term  as  a  member  of  the  Marion  High  School 
Board  and  is  chairman  of  the  re-employment 
committee  of  the  draft  board.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  order,  the  Elks,  the 
American  Legion  (having  served  in  World 
War  I  from  1918  to  1919)  and  Southern  Illi- 
nois, Inc.  Mr.  Giles  is  known  for  his  interest 
in  health  and  welfare.  Among  his  good  works 
has  been  assistance  to  twenty-eight  employes 
in  buying  homes  of  their  own. 

WILLIS  PIERCE  RYAN,  A.B.,  LL.B. 

A  distinguished  and  decorated  veteran  of 
World  War  II,  Willis  Pierce  Ryan  is  now  one 
of  the  outstanding  members  of  the  bar  in 
Coles  County.  Member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Ryan  and  Austin,  he  maintains  his  office  at 
1601  Broadway,  in  Mattoon,  the  largest  city 
in  the  county.  Formerly  Assistant  State's 
Attorney  for  Coles  County,  Mr.  Ryan  is  cur- 
rently serving  as  City  Attorney  of  the  City 
of  Mattoon  He  takes  a  leading  part  in  the 
civic  life  of  Mattoon  and  in  various  of  its 
organizations. 

Mr.  Ryan  was  born  in  Peoria  on  December 
11,  1911,  the  son  of  William  F.  and  Marjorie 
Marvin  (Pierce)  Ryan.  His  father  is  a  native 
of  Delavan.  His  mother,  born  at  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts  is  the  daughter  of  William  H. 
and  Nellie  R.  Pierce.  Willis  Pierce  Ryan  ob- 
tained his  elementary  education  in  the  pa- 
rochial schools  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  grad- 
uated from  high  school  at  Ocean  Grove,  New 
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Jersey,  and  in  the  year  1928-1929  was  a  stu- 
dent at  Duke  University,  Durham,  North  Car- 
olina. In  1932,  he  took  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  Ur- 
bana,  and  in  1935  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  Illinois  in  1935, 
Mr.  Ryan  served  the  next  three  years  with  the 
General  Exchange  Insurance  Corporation.  In 
1938,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  law  firm  of 
Kiger  and  Dilsaver  of  Mattoon.  He  was  with 
this  firm  when  on  December  7,  1941,  the 
Japanese  attacked  at  Pearl  Harbor.  Five 
months  later,  in  May,  1942,  he  was  commis- 
sioned an  officer  in  the  United  States  Troop 
Carrier  Command,  and  he  served  as  combat 
intelligence  officer  in  Africa,  Sicily,  Italy, 
England,  France,  and  Germany.  His  services 
were  of  such  distinctive  character  as  to  win 
him  the  Air  Medal  and  the  French  Govern- 
ment's Croix  de  Guerre.  In  April,  1946,  he 
was  separated  from  the  active  service  with  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel.  When  he  re- 
turned to  Mattoon,  Mr.  Ryan  joined  Jack  Aus- 
tin (q-  v.),  prominent  Mattoon  attorney,  in 
forming  the  present  law  firm  of  Ryan  and 
Austin,  and  together  the  partners  have  devel- 
oped the  firm  into  one  of  great  prominence 
in  the  region. 

On  November  14,  1942,  Mr.  Ryan's  fiancee, 
Dorothy  Racster,  native  of  Mattoon  and 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Olive  Racster  of 
Cisne,  Illinois,  joined  him  at  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  there  on  that  day  they 
were  married.  They  now  have  a  daughter  and 
son — Suzanne  Ryan,  who  was  born  on  Decem- 
ber 4,  1943,  and  Stephen  Racster  Ryan,  who 
was  born  on  November  2,  1946.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ryan  and  their  children  reside  at  408 
Wabash  Avenue,  Mattoon.  They  are  com- 
municants of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Ryan  began  developing  his  reputation 
as  lawyer  and  citizen  in  the  pre-war  days,  and 
from  1938  to  1940  was  Assistant  State's  At- 
torney for  Coles  County.  Since  1946  he  has 
been  Mattoon's  City  Attorney.  He  serves  on 
the  boards  of  directors  of  the  Mattoon  Post 
of  the  American  Legion  and  the  Mattoon  As- 
sociation of  Commerce.  He  is  also  active  in 
the  Coles  County  Bar  Association,  the  Illinois 
State  Bar  Association,  the  Veterans  of  For- 
eign Wars,  the  Lions  Club  of  Mattoon,  and 
the  Mattoon  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks.  Golf  and  swimming  are 
his  chief  diversions.  Through  his  various  ac- 
tivities, public,  civic  and  social,  Willis  Pierce 
Ryan  has  established  himself  as  a  foremost 
citizen  of  Coles  County  and   Central   Illinois. 


PAUL  FRANK  BEICH 

The  story  of  the  growth  and  success  of  the 
Paul  F.  Beich  Co.  of  Bloomington  is  a  sum- 
mary of  the  personal  history  of  the  late  Paul 
F.  Beich,  founder  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Paul  Frank  Beich  was  born  in  Wehlau, 
Germany,  the  son  of  August  and  Huldah  Vo- 
gelsang Beich  May  22,  1864  He  received  his 
education  at  the  Gymnasium  at  Culm.  Com- 
ing to  Bloomington,  Illinois  when  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  he  decided  to  make 
this  his  home.  Having  represented  first  Bruce 
&  Brown  of  Bloomington,  Illinois,  then  O.  H. 
Peckham  Company  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  he 
formed  a  partnership,  the  Beich-Buffe  Candy 
Company  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri  in  the  early 
summer    of    1891. 

In  1893,  Mr.  Beich  established  his  own 
business,  the  Paul  F.  Beich  Co.,  at  Bloom- 
ington, Illinois.  He  was  president  until  1928, 
at  which  time  he  became  chairman  of  the 
board,  holding  this  position  at  the  time  of  his 
passing,    September   9,    1937. 

Mr.  Beich  was  for  many  years  a  director 
of  the  Illinois  Manufacturers'  Association  and 
later  its  president.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Bloomington  Chamber  of  Commerce,  its  pres- 
ident and  represented  the  Bloomington  Cham- 
ber as  National  Counselor  in  the  National 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Beich  represented  the  U.  S.  Chamber  on 
missions  to  Mexico  and  also  in  Europe  He 
was  director,  treasurer,  vice-president,  and 
later  president  of  the  National  Confectioners' 
Association.  Mr.  Beich  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers, director  and  vice-president  of  the  Amer- 
ican State  Bank  of  Bloomington,  Illinois,  and 
a  director  in  a  number  of  other  companies. 
During  the  first  World  War  he  was  head  of 
the  Red  Cross  drives  in  McLean  County  and 
a  member  of  the  Brokaw  Hospital  Board  and 
active  in  other  civic  and  charitable  organiza- 
tions. He  was  a  member  of  the  B.P.O.E.  and 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  a  thirty-second  de- 
gree Mason,  member  of  the  Shrine,  Scottish 
Rite,  and  Mozart  Blue  Lodge,  Bloomington 
Club,  Illinois  Athletic  Club,  Union  League 
Club,  Bloomington  Country  Club.  He  was  a 
member  of  St.  Matthew's  Episcopal  Church, 
senior  warden  and  vestryman.  In  politics  Mr. 
Beich  was  a  life-long  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican   party. 

On  September  4,  1889  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Catherine  Marie  Gerken,  born 
December  7,  1867  at  Kenosha,  Wisconsin, 
daughter  of  William  Albert  and  Mary  Stemm 
Gerken.  The  Gerken  family  moved  from  Ke- 
nosha,  Wisconsin  to   Bloomington,   Illinois  in 
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1871.  Mrs.  Beich  passed  away  September  14, 
1944.  Mr.  Beich's  family  consisted  of  two 
sons,  who  were  associated  with  him  in  the 
business,  Albert  Charles  Beich,  born  in  Bloom- 
ington, Illinois  on  September  13,  1895,  and 
who  passed  away  September  30,  1948-  He 
was  graduated  from  the  local  grammar  and 
high  schools  and  attended  Racine  College.  Al- 
bei't  Charles  Beich  joined  his  father's  firm 
in  1914.  He  was  manager  of  the  firm's  Chi- 
cago plant  and  was  serving  as  vice-president 
and  member  of  the  board  of  directors  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  The  other  son,  Otto  Gerken 
Beich,  was  born  in  Bloomington,  Illinois,  De- 
cember 21,  1892,  and  attended  Bloomington 
schools  and  Racine  College,  a  preparatory 
academy,  and  Illinois  Wesleyan  Law  School, 
receiving  his  degree  in  1915.  In  this  same 
year,  he  joined  his  father's  firm.  Upon  his 
father's  becoming  board  chairman  in  1928,  he 
became  president,  which  position  he  held  un- 
til 1945,  at  which  time  he  became  chairman 
of  the  board.  Both  Albert  Charles  Beich  and 
Otto  Gerken  Beich  were  vestrymen  of  St. 
Matthew's  Episcopal  Church.  Paul  M.  Beich, 
son  of  Otto  G.  Beich,  was  also  a  vestryman 
of  St.  Matthew's  Episcopal  Church,  and  Wil- 
liam A.  Beich,  son  of  Otto  G.  Beich,  is  pres- 
ently a  vestryman  in  this  church,  three  gen- 
erations of  the  family  having  been  repre- 
sented   in    this    vestry. 

Albert  C.  Beich  had  the  following  children: 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beich  White  (wife  of  Dr.  Ray- 
mond White),  Mrs.  Mary  Beich  Meyers  (wife 
of  Dr  Rudolph  Meyers),  Albert  C.  Beich,  Jr., 
the  playwright,  and  A.  W.  Beich,  Mrs.  Julie 
Beich  Bay  (wife  of  Mr.  James  Bay),  and 
Frank  Robert  Beich.  He  was  survived  by  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Julia  Bell  Beich,  born  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Two  children  survive  the  mar- 
riage of  Otto  G.  Beich  to  Harriet  Kiser  Beich, 
the  daughter  of  Marion  and  Lydia  Wilson 
Kiser  of  Woodstock,  Illinois.  They  are  Paul 
Marion  Beich,  president  of  the  Paul  F.  Beich 
Co.,  and  William  August  Beich,  vice-presi- 
dent. 

Otto  G.  Beich  was  a  director  of  the  Illinois 
Manufacturers'  Association,  director  of  the 
Bloomington  Association  of  Commerce  and 
later  its  president,  and  national  director  of 
the  Society  for  the  Preservation  and  Encour- 
agement of  Barber  Shop  Quartet  Singing  in 
America,  Incorporated,  served  on  the  State 
of  Illinois  Teachers  College  Board,  was  a 
member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois,  vice-president  of  the  Father's 
Day  Association  at  the  University  of  Illinois, 
for  two  terms,  and  a  member  of  the  follow- 


ing organizations:  McLean  Historical  Society, 
Bloomington  Country  Club,  the  University 
Club  of  Chicago,  the  Lake  Shore  Club  of  Chi- 
cago, the  German  Club  of  Chicago,  and  a 
member  of  Phi  Gamma  Delta  Fraternity. 

FRANK  EUGENE  MORRISON 

Less  than  three  decades  ago,  Frank  Eugene 
Morrison  of  Marion,  in  association  with  his 
late  brother,  L.  G.  Morrison,  went  into  tha 
wholesale  oil  business.  Today  he  heads  a  com- 
pany which  is  the  outgrowth  of  that  early 
start,  the  Home  Oil  Company,  an  organiza- 
tion consisting  of  twenty-six  separate  and  in- 
dividual corporations  and  operating  through 
many  bulk  plants  and  leased  retail  outlets 
throughout  Southern  Illinois  and  part  of  Ken- 
tucky. He  is  also  a  former  president  of  Illi- 
nois Petroleum  Marketers  and  at  present  a 
director  in  that  organization  and,  in  addi- 
tion, is  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 

Mr.  Morrison  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County  on  February  23,  1879,  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Ella  (Gale)  Morrison.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  a  live  stock  trader  in 
Illinois  for  many  years,  died  when  the  oil  man 
was  seven  years  old.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Morrison  was  educated  in 
grade  school  in  Shelby  County  and  in  high 
school  at  Arthur,  in  Douglas  County.  When  he 
was  seventeen  he  took  his  first  job  as  a  clerk 
in  a  store  in  Arthur.  The  following  year  he 
studied  telegraphy  and  went  to  work  as  an  op- 
erator for  the  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois 
Railroad.  Later  he  became  an  agent  and  yard- 
master.  In  1901  he  was  transferred  as  yard- 
master  to  Marioan,  and  this  post  he  held  until 
1922,  when  he  resigned  to  join  his  brother  in 
the  wholesale  oil  business  at  Marion.  Operat- 
ing independently,  their  firm  was  known  as 
Morrison  Brothers.  Today,  the  Home  Oil  Com- 
pany, the  direct  descendent  of  Morrison 
Brothers,  with  its  large  operating  territory, 
has  38  bulk  plants  and  350  retail  outlets.  It  is 
a  company  doing  a  two  million  dollar  annual 
business.  It  was  among  the  first  advocates  of 
the  distribution  through  filling  stations  of 
tires,  tubes,  batteries  and  accessories.  Before 
he  became  a  director,  Mr.  Morrison  served 
two  years  as  president  of  Illinois  Petroleum 
Marketers. 

Mr.  Morrison  married  Classena  Wilmer,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  M.  Wilmer  of 
Oconee,  Shelby  County,  in  September,  1902. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morrison — Eugene  W.  Morrison,  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Illinois,  who  is  secretary 
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and  treasurer  of  the  Home  Oil  Company; 
Classena,  deceased,  and  Mildred.  Eugene  W. 
Morrison,  who  is  one  of  the  prime  executives 
in  his  father's  business,  is  a  civic  leader  at 
Marion.  Among  his  community  services  has 
been  seven  years  of  work  as  president  of  the 
Marion  board  of  education.  He  is  married  and 
the  father  of  two  children.  He  and  his  father 
belong  to  Southern  Illinois,  Inc.,  through 
which  they  participate  in  the  great  program 
of  developing  the  region. 

The  elder  Mr.  Morrison  operates  a  1200- 
acre  farm,  on  which  he  raises  white-faced  cat- 
tle. Farming  and  working  with  livestock  are 
his  hobbies.  The  contribution  which  this 
strongly  religious  Methodist  family  is  making 
to  Southern  Illinois  prosperity  and  welfare  is 
widely  recognized. 

EVERETT  FRANK  KENT 

From  a  small  business  established  at  Grid- 
ley,  McLean  County,  in  1900,  the  Kent  Lum- 
ber and  Coal  Company  has  grown  to  an  ex- 
traordinarily large  enterprise  with  head  of- 
fice in  Bloomington  and  lumber  and  coal 
yards  not  only  in  that  city  but  also  at  Mat- 
toon,  Minonk,  Gridley,  Flanagan,  El  Paso  and 
Benson-  In  this  huge  enterprise  Everett  Frank 
Kent,  son  of  the  founder,  is  a  partner,  mak- 
ing his  home  and  headquarters  at  Blooming- 
ton.  He  is  also  a  partner  in  the  West  Side 
Coal  and  Lumber  Company  of  Bloomington 
and  the  affiliated  Champaign  Builders  Sup- 
ply of  Champaign.  Mr.  Kent  is  prominent  in 
Bloomington's  civic  affairs,  especially  in  the 
activities  of  the  Bloomington  Community 
Chest. 

He  was  born  in  Gridley  on  June  4,  1894. 
His  father,  Edgar  Francis  Kent,  now  de- 
ceased, was  also  a  native  of  Gridley.  He 
founded  the  Kent  Lumber  and  Coal  Com- 
pany at  Gridley  in  1900.  The  mother,  also 
deceased,  was  Mary  (Carson)  Kent,  another 
native  of  Gridley.  Everett  F.  Kent  was  edu- 
cated in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of 
Gridley  and  Champaign.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Illinois  in  1918,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Before  he 
took  his  degree,  however,  he  served  with  the 
armed  forces  in  World  War  I.  At  first  he 
was  with  the  Ambulance  Corps,  but  later  he 
was  a  pilot  in  the  Air  Corps.  He  was  dis- 
charged with  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant 
on  December  13,  1918.  He  then  took  his  fi- 
nal semester  at  the  University  of  Illinois. 

When  he  left  the  university  in  1919,  Mr. 
Kent  joined  his  father  in  the  Kent  Lumber 
and  Coal  Company  at  Gridley.    He  has  been 


active  in  the  concern  since  that  time  and  has 
helped  build  it  into  the  great  organization  it 
has  become.  The  firm  does  a  general  lumber 
and  coal  business,  also  dealing  in  building  ma- 
terials and  doing  a  general  building  contract- 
ing business.  It  employs  eighteen  to  twenty 
in  the  Bloomington  home  office  and  yards 
and  about  sixty  in  the  yards  in  the  six  other 
communities  The  Bloomington  headquarters 
address  is  1111  West  Market  Street. 

Mr.  Kent  married  Nellie  Neher  of  Chenoa, 
McLean  County,  on  June  21,  1924.  Mrs.  Kent 
is  the  daughter  of  William  D.  and  Kitty  Boul- 
ware)  Neher.  Her  father,  also  born  at  Che- 
noa, is  a  retired  photographer  and  a  wood 
carver  by  avocation.  Her  mother  is  a  native 
of  McCune,  Kansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  have 
three  children — Patricia  Kent,  born  on  June 
14,  1925;  Carolyn  Kent,  born  on  June  27, 
1927,  and  Constance  Kent,  born  on  August 
8,  1930.  The  family  lives  at  23  Country  Club 
Place,  Bloomington,  and  worships  in  the  Sec- 
ond  Presbyterian   Church  of   Bloomington. 

Mr.  Kent  is  a  director  of  the  Bloomington 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a  member  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Bloomington,  the  American 
Legion  and  the  Bloomington  Country  Club. 
Golf  is  his  favorite  sport,  travel  his  hobby. 
His  contribution  to  the  growth  of  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  state  has  been  extra- 
ordinary. 

RUBY  WITTERS  HOLT 

The  Mound  City  Furniture  Store  at  Mount 
Vernon,  a  business  with  growing  volume  and 
prestige,  has  been  an  institution  in  Southern 
Illinois  for  years,  largely  through  the  progres- 
sive direction  of  first  the  late  Leonard  H. 
Holt  and,  since  his  death  in  1947,  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Ruby  Witters  Holt.  Mrs.  Holt  is  one  of 
those  women  who  take  an  active  interest  in  all 
civic  affiars,  and  thus  she  has  not  only  been  a 
business  leader  in  her  community  but  an  in- 
fluential worker  in  educational,  health  and 
welfare  and  other  major  civic  programs. 

Born  Ruby  Witters  near  Dahlgren,  Hamil- 
ton County,  on  June  23,  1909,  Mrs.  Holt  is 
the  daughter  of  O.  B.  and  Finis  (Brummet) 
Witters.  Her  father,  born  in  Hamilton  Coun- 
ty in  1885,  was  a  farmer  prominent  in  the 
Baptist  Church  and  as  a  school  board  member. 
Her  mother  was  born  in  Clay  County  in  1885; 
she  was  also  an  active  church  worker  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Neighbor  Lodge.  Mrs. 
Holt's  paternal  grandfather,  Ben  F.  Witters, 
born  in  Sumner,  Lawrence  County,  moved  to 
Hamilton  County  in  1870.  He  became  a  coun- 
ty supervisor   and   was  also   a   leader  in   his 
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church.  The  paternal  grandmother,  Martha 
(Anderson)  Witters,  of  Scottish-Irish  descent, 
was  born  in  White  County. 

Mrs.  Holt  was  educated  in  the  elementary 
and  high  schools  of  Hamilton  County  and 
completed  her  high  school  education  at  Min- 
ier,  in  Tazewell  County.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  debating  team.  Interested  in  her  com- 
mercial studies  at  high  school,  Mrs.  Holt 
went  to  Brown's  Business  College,  Centralia, 
afterward.  Then  she  became  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Dahlgren. 
In  1929,  the  was  made  assistant  to  the  receiver 
for  insolvent  banks,  under  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Currency  of  the  United  States,  and  this  po- 
sition she  held  six  years. 

On  October  4,  1934,  Mrs.  Holt  was  married 
to  Leonard  H.  Holt,  a  native  of  Paducah, 
Kentucky,  who  at  the  time  of  the  marriage 
was  a  resident  of  Mount  Vernon.  Mr.  Holt's 
first  wife  had  died  five  days  after  giving 
birth  to  a  daughter,  Joyce  Elizabeth,  whose 
rearing  was  taken  over  temporarily  by  mater- 
nal grandparents  living  at  Carbondale.  Since 
the  1934  marriage,  the  daughter  has  been  un- 
der the  care  and  guidance  first  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holt,  then  Mrs.  Holt.  To  the  1934  marri- 
age were  born  two  children — one  a  son  who 
died  at  birth;  then  a  daughter,  Rozan,  born  in 
1939,  and  now  (1950)  attending  elementary 
school  in  Mount  Vernon.  Joyce  Elizabeth  Holt 
attended  Mount  Vernon's  public  schools,  then 
spent  two  years  at  Lindenwood  College,  St. 
Charles,  Missouri.  Afterward,  she  majored  in 
sociology  at  Indiana  University,  Blooming- 
ton.  At  Lindenwood  she  was  an  honor  student 
and  received  much  recognitio     for  her  work. 

Mr.  Holt  was  born  in  Paducah  on  March  27, 
1897.  He  was  educated  at  Valparaiso  Univer- 
sity in  Indiana  and  in  World  War  I  was  with 
the  Navy  one  year.  He  began  his  career  as 
a  barber,  working  at  Marion,  Illinois,  two  and 
one-half  years.  Then  he  was  with  H.  W.  Bra- 
cy,  operator  of  a  chain  of  groceries  called 
Thrift  Stores,  eventually  becoming  a  stock- 
holder in  these  enterprises.  He  managed 
stores  at  Marion,  Harrisburg  and  West  Frank- 
fort. In  1930  the  Thrift  Stores  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Kroger  Grocery  and  Baking 
Company  of  Cincinnati,  with  a  regional  office 
at  Carbondale.  Mr.  Holt  was  supervisor  for 
thirty-two  stores  in  Central  Illinois  until 
1944.  In  the  Spring  of  1944  Mr.  Holt's  health 
failed.  He  resigned  his  position  and  in  June 
of  the  same  year  bought  the  Mound  City  Fur- 
niture Store  in  Mount  Vernon.  This  he  man- 
aged until  his  death  on  January  29,  1947.  He 


was  a  Mason,  an  Elk  and  a  member  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  Lions  Club  of  Mount  Vernon.  He  had  be- 
come one  of  that  city's  outstanding  citizens, 
and  his  death  is  still  mourned  by  a  large  part 
of  the  public.  His  parents  were  William  F.  and 
Edith  (Wymer)  Holt.  His  father,  born  in  Ten- 
nessee, iived  in  Kentucky  and  finally  Brook- 
port,  Massac  County,  Illinois,  where  he  died 
in  1934.  He  was  a  barber.  Mi-.  Holt's  mother, 
who  died  in  1948,  was  a  native  of  Massac  Coun- 
ty whose  parents  came  from  England. 

Immediately  on  her  husband's  death,  Mrs. 
Holt  took  over  the  management  of  the  Mound 
City  Furniture  Store  and  it  has  continued  to 
grow  and  prosper  under  her  guidance.  She  has 
achieved  such  distinction  in  the  community  as 
to  be  elected  president  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Business  and  Professional  Women's  Club  and 
to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  King  City  Re- 
tailers Association.  She  is  also  a  director  of 
the  Jefferson  County  Tuberculosis  Sanator- 
ium and  is  a  former  president  of  the  Parent- 
Teachers  Association.  She  is,  in  addition, 
active  in  the  Mount  Vernon  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. Reading  and  the  growing  of  roses  are 
her  hobbies.  Her  business  address  is  819 
Broadway,  her  home  822  Oakland  Avenue, 
Mount  Vernon.  Like  her  husband  she  has  made 
the  Holt  name  a  symbol  of  integrity  in  the 
area. 

WILLIAM  CHARLIE  HUDGENS 

At  606  West  Main  Street,  Carbondale, 
stands  a  business  modern  in  every  respect 
and  enjoying  tremendous  prestige  among  the 
citizens  of  Jackson  County.  It  is  the  Hudgens 
Motor  Company,  dealers  in  Buick  automo- 
biles, founded  and  owned  by  William  Charlie 
Hudgens,  a  man  well  known  in  Southern  Il- 
linois. 

Mr  Hudgens  was  born  at  West  Frankfort, 
Franklin  County,  on  February  26,  1898.  He 
is  the  younger  of  two  sons  of  the  late  Rich- 
ard and  Josephine  (Hampton)  Hudgens.  The 
father,  a  native  of  Western  Tennessee,  was  a 
farmer  and  coal  miner  who  died  when  his 
younger  son  was  fifteen  years  old.  The  other 
son  is  Ira  Hudgens.  Josephine  Hampton  Hud- 
gens was  born  in  Johnston  City,  Williamson 
County. 

After  he  had  completed  the  eighth  grade 
in  Williamson  County,  William  C.  Hudgens 
spent  two  years  in  high  school.  Later  he 
studied  at  Brown's  Business  College,  Marion, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1917.  From 
1916  to  1919  he  was  with  the  C.  W.  and  F. 
Mining  Company  in  West  Virginia.    He  was 
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also  with  the  West  Virginia  Coal  Company 
for  three  months  and  later  was  assistant  chief 
clerk  for  the  Madison  Coal  Company  and  then 
clerk  for  the  Peabody  Coal  Company.  In  the 
summers  he  worked  in  an  ice  plant  in  Marion, 
receiving  fifteen  cents  an  hour.  For  a  time 
he  worked  in  Chicago  for  the  Western  Elec- 
tric Company  and  then  for  a  year  he  sold 
meat  for  the  Harrisburg  Packing  Company. 
In  1925,  Mr.  Hudgens  became  a  traveling 
salesman  for  the  Hunter  Packing  Company. 
He  remained  with  this  company  more  than 
fourteen  years.  Six  years  after  going  to  work 
for  it,  however,  he  took  over  the  Studebaker 
agency  in  Carbondale.  In  1934,  he  added  the 
Hudson  car  to  his  merchandise  Meantime, 
he  continued  selling  meat  and  meat  products 
on  the  road.  By  1940,  he  had  developed  his 
automobile  business  to  the  point  where  he 
could  resign  from  the  Hunter  concern.  For 
a  period  he  carried  the  Oldsmobile  car,  but  he 
now  represents  the  Buick.  He  has  built  a 
modern  structure  of  his  own,  with  service  and 
repair  shops,  at  606  West  Main  Street,  and 
is  constantly  expanding  his  business.  In  World 
War  II  Mr.  Hudgens  also  operated  a  gasoline 
filling  station. 

In  the  period  when  he  was  still  working 
for  coal  companies — on  February  12,  1922 — 
Mr.  Hudgens  married  Nell  Rowatt,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Rowatt  of  Car- 
terville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudgens  have  a  daugh- 
ter, Jean  Ellen,  who  was  born  on  December 
15,  1931,  and  an  adopted  son,  Billy  Dean, 
who  was  born  on  December  9,  1926.  The 
latter,  who  served  with  the  United  States 
Navy  as  an  Ensign,  prepared  for  the  legal 
profession  at  Washington  University.  Mrs. 
Hudgens  is  active  in  church  work  and  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Parent-Teacher  As- 
sociation. 

Mr.  Hudgens  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Automobile  Dealers  Association,  the  Lions 
Club  of  Marion,  Southern  Illinois,  Inc.,  the 
Masonic  order,  the  Jackson  Country  Club  and 
the  Midland  Hills  Club.  He  is  active  in  Red 
Cross  work  and  in  civic  affairs  in  general. 
He  likes  all  outdoor  sports,  especially  hunt- 
ing and  fishing.  As  a  hunter,  he  goes  after 
pheasant  and  moose.  Also,  he  is  an  enthus- 
iastic traveler,  having  visited  every  section 
of  the  United  States,  Cuba,  Mexico  and  Can- 
ada.. 

RAYMOND  EMIL  BENOIST 

Famed  in  Illinois  and  among  oil  men  every- 
where is  the  Benoist  name.  Not  only  are  the 
Benoists  operating  in  that  industry  but  they 


have  given  their  name  to  a  celebrated  geologi- 
cal structure. — the  Benoist  oil  sand  formation. 
This  marks  the  spot  on  the  Benoist  farm  near 
Sandoval  in  Marion  County  where  the  first 
oil  was  found  in  Illinois  west  of  Robison,  seat 
of  Crawford  County.  An  outstanding  member 
of  the  family  is  Raymond  Emil  Benoist.  He, 
and  his  two  brothers,  L.  L.  and  C.  G.  Benoist, 
are  active  not  only  in  oil  but  in  the  heating 
equipment  business  and  as  orchardists..  As 
orchardists,  they  are  credited  with  innovating 
the  "pick  your  own"  system,  whereby  indi- 
viduals and  entire  families  pick  fruit  directly 
from  the  trees  to  supply  their  own  tables  or 
for  private  canning. 

Raymond  Emil  Benoist  was  born  at  Sando- 
val on  April  26,  1895,  the  son  of  Albert  E.  and 
Flora  (Dill)  Benoist.  The  father,  born  in  St. 
Louis  on  April  23,  1857,  died  at  Sandoval, 
Illinois  in  1938.  He  was  a  carpenter,  farmer, 
butcher  and  oil  man.  It  was  on  his  farm  near 
Sandoval,  that  the  Benoist  oil  sand  formation 
was  found.  This  oil  field  was  developed  by 
the  Big  Four  Oil  Company  in  1908  and  still 
produces  oil,  under  operations  by  the  Be- 
noist brothers,  now  headquartered  at  Mount 
Vernon,  in  Jefferson  County.  Albert  E.  Be- 
noist went  to  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  in  Texas 
in  1926,  and  became  a  big  land  and  business 
operator  in  the  Harlingen  vicinity.  Flora  Be- 
noist's  father  was  John  G.  Dill,  a  writer  of 
note  and  editor  of  the  first  paper  published 
in  St.  Louis.  Raymond  E.  Benoist  was  edu- 
cated in  Sandoval's  public  schools  and  at 
Brown's  Business  College,  Centralia.  He  be- 
gan his  career  as  an  oil  pumper  and  producer 
in  the  oil  fields  around  Sandoval.  Also,  he, 
with  his  brother  A.  L.  Benoist,  now  of  Harlin- 
gen, Texas,  operated  a  hardware,  furniture 
and  undertaking  business  in  that  community. 
In  World  War  I,  he  enlisted  in  the  Army  and 
served  with  the  railroad  artillery.  After  two 
years'  service  he  was  severely  injured  and 
had  to  be  hospitalized  five  years.  In  1924  he 
joined  his  brothers  in  the  hardware  business 
in  Mount  Vernon.  Three  years  later  they  es- 
tablished the  wholesale  plumbing  and  heating 
ing  equipment  business  known  as  the  Benoist 
Brothers  Supply  Company.  Covering  Southern 
Illinois,  the  firm  has  200  active  dealers.  In 
1947  it  won  the  Silver  Cup  for  selling  more 
coal  stokers  than  any  other  wholesaler  in  the 
United  States.  The  Benoists  are  active  in  oil 
prospecting  and  producing  in  Illinois,  Indi- 
ana, Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia 
and  Florida.  As  orchardists  they  have  seventy 
acres  of  peaches  and  twenty  of  apples.  "Pick 
your    own"    parties    come    to    their    orchards 
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from  Chicago  and  as  far  off  as  Missouri  and 
Indiana.  They  began  the  system  in  1942,  and 
on  the  first  day  more  than  1900  bushels  of 
peaches  had  been  picked  by  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  plan  has  been  written  up 
nationally  in  newspapers  and  magazines.  The 
Benoist  brothers  now  own  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  pieces  of  business  property  in  Har- 
lingen,  Texas,  among  which  includes  one 
building  valued  at  approximately  $450,000.00, 
which  is  leased  by  Sears-Roebuck  Co.  on  a 
twenty-year  lease  on  a  percentage  basis.  This 
building  covers  one  city  block. 

An  outstanding  1950  improvement  and  de- 
velopment just  being  completed  by  R.  E.  Be- 
noist and  his  brothers,  is  the  expansion  and 
remodeliag,  to  the  extent  of  $75,000.00,  to 
their  large  building  located  on  the  west  side 
of  the  square  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Illinois.  This 
building  is  well  known  as  the  Benoist  Build- 
ing and  has  housed  the  Benoist  Bros.  Hard- 
ware Store  on  the  first  floor  for  over  thirty- 
five  years,  as  well  as  the  First  Bank  of  Mt. 
Vernon  and  the  Roy  Price  Jewelry  Store  for 
thirty-three  years.  The  Kroger  Grocery  Store 
is  another  occupant.  Now  this  large  building 
has  been  remodeled  to  contain  thirty  office 
rooms  on  the  second  floor,  all  of  which  are 
now  rented.  The  first  floor,  60'  x  100',  is 
occupied  by  Benoist  Bros.  Hardware  Store. 
This  progressive  firm  has  added  many  new 
lines  such  as  heating,  plumbing,  electric,  air- 
conditioning,  appliances,  and  many  other  com- 
parable supplies,  making  it  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  modern  stores  in  southern  Illinois. 
The  outstanding  improvement  is  the  all  glass 
front,  having  three  six  foot  double  swinging 
door  entrances  with  a  four  foot  white  metal 
canopy  across  the  entire  building  front  and  on 
part  of  the  side.  Minnesota  Opal  Pink  Granite 
is  used  above  and  below  the  show  windows. 
It  is  set  on  a  Terazzo  foundation  with  Teraz- 
zo  in  all  entrances.  The  area  above  the  cano- 
py is  of  Zourite  white  metal.  The  floors  are 
of  beautifully  designed  rubber  tile  and  the  in- 
terior is  adorned  with  the  most  modern  blonde 
fixtures  available.  The  entire  building  is  fitted 
for  air-conditioning  and  warm  air  heating. 
The  all  glass  front  makes  the  entire  interior 
visible  to  any  one  passing  by. 

Mr.  Benoist  married  Elsie  C.  Wiltsch  of  St. 
Louis.  A  daughter,  DeLoies,  was  born  to  them 
October  17,  1919.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Bert  Hol- 
man  and  the  mother  of  Patty  Ann  Holman, 
born  July  7,  1942,  and  Becky  Sue  Holman, 
born  July  3,  1946.  The  family  worships  in 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  resides  at  811 
North  Twelfth  Street,  Mount  Vernon.  Mr.  Be- 


noist's  business  address  is   117   South  Tenth 
Street. 

Mr.  Benoist  is  active  in  the  Illinois  Oil  and 
Gas  Producers  Association,  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Optimist  Club 
of  Mount  Vernon,  the  American  Heating  En- 
gineers, the  American  Legion  and  the  Dis- 
abled American  Veterans.  He  has  made  an 
extra-ordinary  contribution  to  the  develop- 
ment of  Illinois. 

J.  CLYDE  EVANS 

Born  under  extreme  pioneering  conditions, 
given  little  schooling  and  handicapped  by  hav- 
ing in  early  boyhood  to  go  to  work  to  help 
support  a  large  family,  J.  Clyde  Evans  of 
Springfield  has  nevertheless  risen  to  a  position 
of  eminence,  influence  and  wealth.  A  build- 
ing contractor  he  has  many  important  private, 
commercial,  fraternal,  educational  and  public 
structures  to  his  credit,  among  them  the 
Springfield  Elks  Club  and  the  Post  Office  in 
the  capital.  He  has  erected  buildings  in  many 
communities  in  Downstate  Illinois  and  is  a 
leading  citizen  of  that  area. 

Mr.  Evans'  father,  Robert  J.  Evans,  a 
school  teacher,  farmer  and  in  later  years  also 
a  contractor,  was  born  at  Effingham,  Illinois. 
The  mother,  the  former  Louise  Carver,  was 
born  at  Virginia,  Illinois.  In  the  1880's  the 
parents  went  into  what  was  then  pioneer 
country,  Western  Kansas,  and  there  the  father 
built  an  earthen  dugout  for  his  family  on  the 
land  he  homesteaded.  It  was  in  this  dugout 
that  J.  Clyde  Evans  was  born  on  September  5, 
1885.  He  was  one  of  eight  children.  When 
he  was  still  quite  young,  the  family  returned 
to  Illinois  and  Robert  J.  Evans  became  a 
farmer  at  Elkhart.  Here  J.  Clyde  Evans  at- 
tended a  grade  school  for  a  time  But  the 
family  was  too  big  for  a  poor  farmer  to  sup- 
port and  Clyde,  at  the  age  of  ten,  left  school 
to  take  work  that  would  help  the  family. 
Later,  however,  he  was  able  to  get  two  years; 
of  high  school.  For  a  time  he  worked  on  his 
father's  farm,  but  when  he  was  fourteen  he 
went  to  Springfield,  where  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  a  railroad  section  gang,  at  a  daily  wage 
of  one  dollar.  Finally,  he  obtained  the  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  receiv- 
ing five  dollars  a  week  for  a  nine-hour,  six- 
day  week.  Before  he  was  really  well  launched 
as  a  carpenter,  however,  Mr.  Evans  took  a 
job  in  a  grocery  store.  There  he  stayed  two 
years,  after  which  for  six  months  he  drove 
a  milk  wagon.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he 
returned   to    carpenter   work. 

Mr.   Evans  married  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
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thi-ee.  This  was  in  May,  1909,  and  the  bride's 
name  was  Emma  Louise  Eisele.  Two  children 
were  born  to  this  marriage — Howard,  in  1911, 
and  Helen,  in  1913.  The  son,  who  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Evans  Contracting  Company 
and  virtually  runs  the  business  today,  married 
Jane  Lewis,  daughter  of  a  Springfield  attor- 
ney, and  they  have  one  son,  Bobbie,  who  was 
born  in  1936.  The  daughter  is  now  Mrs.  El- 
mer Loebs  and  the  mother  of  Judith  Ann 
Loebs,  who  was  born  in  1937.  Another  of  the 
family  who  should  be  mentioned  here  is  J. 
Clyde  Evans'  brother,  Curtis  Evans,  who  has 
been  his  associate  since  about  1923  and  is 
now  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  contract- 
ing company,  and  is  also  well  known  in 
Springfield.  He  married  Vandeth  C.  Rosa- 
mond in  1925  and  has  three  children,  Law- 
rence, born  in  1928,  Philip,  born  in  1930,  and 
Carolyn,  born  in  1943. 

In  1912,  when  he  had  been  back  at  car- 
pentering for  a  time,  J.  Clyde  Evans  became 
a  contractor.  He  had  a  hard  time  getting 
started,  rode  a  bicycle  around  to  get  jobs  and 
built  small  homes  or  did  alterations.  Later 
he  was  able  to  hire  two  or  three  men.  His 
first  big  job  came  to  him  in  1921.  This  was 
for  the  six-story  modern  Elks  Club  building. 
After  the  Elks  Club  came  the  Illinois  Build- 
ing, the  Post  Office,  the  Franklin  Life  Insur- 
ance building,  several  theaters  and  numerous 
other  structures.  In  1950  the  firm  was  award- 
ed the  contracts  for  three  school  buildings  in 
Decatur.  In  1945  Mr.  Evans  bought  four 
large  ice  plants  and  since  then  he  has  pur- 
chased five  others.  He  belongs  to  all  Masonic 
bodies  up  to  the  Shrine,  the  Lions  Club,  the 
YMCA,  the  Sangamo  Club,  the  Manufacturers 
Association,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
is  a  builder  in  every  sense  of  the  word — a 
man  credited  with  much  of  the  development 
of  Springfield  and  the  nearby  territory. 

CAMPBELL  HOLTON 

All  of  Illinois  is  the  territory  of  the  whole- 
sale grocery  business  organized  by  Campbell 
Holton  in  1907 — the  Campbell  Holton  &  Com- 
pany, with  headquarters  at  501  South  Gridley 
Street,  Bloomington.  Mr.  Holton,  still  Presi- 
dent of  the  Company,  maintains  an  active  eye 
on  the  business,  but  in  his  octogenarian  years 
gives  more  attention  to  his  personal  and  com- 
munity interests.  He  has  not  only  been  a 
leading  business  man  of  the  city  and  state 
for  more  than  four  decades,  but  an  outstand- 
ing figure  in  health  and  welfare  and  youth- 
serving  activities. 

Mr  Holton  was  born  at  Vincennes,  Indiana 


on  August  11,  1866,  the  son  of  Thomas  Tilgh- 
man  and  Ellen  Campbell  Holton;  his  father, 
Thomas  Tilghman  Holton  was  born  in  Aber- 
deen, (Brown  County)  Ohio  across  from 
Maysville,  Kentucky;  he  taught  school  in  Ohio 
and  later  attended  and  graduated  from  Beth- 
any College  in  West  Virginia,  where  he  met  El- 
len Margaret  Campbell,  a  cousin  of  Alexander 
Campbell.  They  were  married  in  1862  and 
settled  in  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  then  on  to 
Vincennes,  Indiana;  Springfield,  Illinois;  Ber- 
lin, Illinois;  Lincoln,  Illinois;  Tallula,  Illinois; 
Deland,  Illinois,  and  finally  settled  in  Bloom- 
ington, Illinois.  He  died  at  the  age  of  86, 
after  preaching  steadily  for  sixty-five  years 
in  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  since  1870  in  Illi- 
nois. 

Mi\  Holton's  mother  was  born  in  Newry, 
County  Down,  Ireland,  she  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1835  in  a  sailing  vessel  and  her  family 
settled  in  Bethany,  West  Virginia.  She  was 
a  cousin  of  Alexander  Campbell,  who  was  one 
of  the  early  pioneers  in  the  Christian  Church 
and  who  founded  Bethany  College,  in  West 
Virginia,  which  is  still  a  growing  and  prosper- 
ous College  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Campbell  Holton  received  his  schooling  in 
Berlin  and  Lincoln,  Illinois  and  on  graduating 
in  June  1882  he  associated  himself  with  the 
C.  E.  Ross  Grocery  Store  in  Lincoln,  Illinois. 
On  September  23,  1890  Mr.  Holton  married 
Adelaide  May  Blake,  in  Clinton,  Illinois  at 
the  home  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Susan  Ford 
Blake,  who  was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  Holton  are  the  par- 
ents of — Campbell  Blake  Holton,  born  on  Jan- 
uary 16,  1894,  who  married  Grace  McCormick 
of  Normal,  Illinois  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Campbell  Blake  Holton  and  Sara  Mc- 
Cormick Holton.  They  also  have  a  daughter 
Ellen  Margaret  Holton  Larsen  of  East  San 
Gabriel,  California;  she  was  born  April  23, 
1904. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holton  moved  from  Lincoln, 
Illinois  to  Bloomington  in  1894  and  he  be- 
came associated  with  the  firm  of  J.  F  Hum- 
phreys &  Company,  wholesale  grocers.  In 
1907  the  wholesale  grocery  business  of  Camp- 
bell Holton  &  Company  was  organized,  to  dis- 
tribute their  HAPPY  HOUR  line  of  fine  foods 
and  also  a  general  line  of  all  products  needed 
by  large  or  small  stores.  They  employ  seven- 
teen salesmen  and  serve  a  large  section  in  the 
state  of  Illinois.  They  specialize  on  Health 
Foods  and  Institution  business. 

Mr.  Holton  has  been  prominent  in  many 
fields.  In  the  business  world  he  has  been 
President  of  the   Illinois  Wholesale   Grocers' 
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Association  and  active  in  the  National  Whole- 
sale Grocers'  Association,  the  Bloomington 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Rotary  Club 
of  Bloomington.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Bloomington  Federal  Loan  and  Savings  As- 
sociation and  of  the  Brokaw  Hospital.  He 
is  also  a  director  of  the  Bloomington  Charter 
American  Red  Cross  and  active  in  such  other 
community  and  welfare  organizations  as  the 
McLean  County  Tuberculosis  Association,  the 
Bloomington  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion and  the  Salvation  Army  at  Bloomington. 
Also,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Longfellow  Club 
and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holton  are  Charter  Members 
of  the  Second  Christian  Church  and  have 
lived  at  1009  North  McLean,  in  Bloomington 
for  fifty  years. 

Mr.  Holton  is  a  beloved  figure  in  the  com- 
munity. 

EDWARD  HENRY  MOROFF 

Numerous  public  structures — hospitals, 
schools  and  bridges,  among  others — stand  in 
Illinois  to  the  memory  of  the  late  John  Morof  f 
and  to  the  leadership  of  his  son,  Edward 
Henry  Moroff  of  Kankakee.  These  structures 
were  erected  by  the  firm  of  John  Moroff  and 
Son,  contractors  with  offices  at  1521  East 
Court  Street,  Kankakee,  a  firm  founded  by 
the  father  and  headed  today  by  the  son.  Like  the 
father  the  son  has  won  a  position  of  great 
stature  in  his  native  state. 

Edward  Henry  Moroff  was  born  in  the 
Southern  Illinois  coal  mining  town  of  Kin- 
mundy,  Marion  County,  on  June  23,  1890, 
and  was  educated  in  grade  school  at  Brad- 
ley, Kankakee  County.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Bilten,  Canton  Glarus,  Switzerland,  was 
brought  to  Illinois  by  his  parents  when  he 
was  a  small  child.  The  family  first  settled  in 
Kinmundy  but  later,  in  1892,  moved  to  Kan- 
kakee. It  was  in  Kankakee  that  John  Moroff 
achieved  the  greatest  development  of  his  con- 
tracting business,  but  he  had  started  at  Brad- 
ley. His  wife,  who  was  Louisa  Kress  and  born 
in  Paris,  France,  of  German  parentage,  also 
came  to  America  in  childhood.  They  were 
married  at  Franklin,  Nebraska.  Of  this  mar- 
riage Edward  Moroff  is  the  oldest  child.  He 
also  had  two  sisters,  Fannie  and  Clara.  The 
latter  died  when  eight. 

John  Moroff  transferred  his  contracting 
business  to  Kankakee  in  1892.  There  he  was 
soon  an  outstanding  citizen.  He  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War  and  had  for  a  time  in  that 
conflict  been  stationed  in  an  Indian  fort  in 
Wyoming  and  at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico.   It 


was  after  that  war  that  he  moved  to  Illinois. 
He  died  in  Kankakee  in  1938  of  injuries  re- 
sulting from  an  automobile  accident.  He  was 
eighty  years  old.  The  son  Edward  joined  his 
father  in  the  contracting  business  when  he 
left  grade  school.  They  worked  together  in 
John  Moroff  and  Son  until  the  father's  re- 
tirement a  few  years  before  his  death.  The 
partnership  was  formed  when  Edward  Moroff 
was  twenty-one  years  old.  Mr.  Moroff  con- 
tinues to  do  a  general  contracting  business. 
Some  of  his  better  known  jobs  have  been  the 
Kankakee  High  School,  the  State  Armory  at 
Kankakee,  the  LaSalle-Peru  Township  High 
School,  most  of  the  buildings  at  the  Kankakee 
State  Hospital,  including  the  Veterans'  Ward 
and  the  Power  Plant  which  were  completed 
in  1950,  the  Rock  River  Bridge  between  Ster- 
ling and  Rock  River.  There  have  been  many 
other  well-known  structures  built  under  the 
aegis  of  John  Moroff  and  Son,  headed  by  Ed- 
ward Moroff. 

Mr.  Moroff's  wife  is  the  former  Dorothy 
Pollock,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Christine 
Frances  Pollock.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ne- 
braska, her  mother  in  Illinois.  The  father 
came  to  Illinois  in  boyhood  and  became  an  oil 
company  salesman.  Mrs.  Moroff  has  a  brother, 
Robert.  Her  two  sisters,  twins,  Hazel  and 
Helen,  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moroff, 
who  were  married  at  Oregon,  Illinois,  have 
one  son,  Edward  John  Moroff,  who  was  born 
on  January  30,  1926,  and  who  is  now  associ- 
ated with  his  father  in  the  contracting  busi- 
ness, and  a  daughter,  Genevieve,  who  was 
born  on  June  12,  1930. 

Edward  Henry  Moroff,  a  well  known  citi- 
zen in  Eastern  Illinois,  is  a  member  of  several 
Masonic  bodies,  including  the  Kankakee  Con- 
sistory, Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite; 
Kankakee  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  the  Illinois  and  Kankakee 
Builders  Club,  and  the  Kankakee  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  In  World  War  I  Mr.  Moroff  was 
with  the  United  States  Infantry  at  Camp 
Wheeler,  Georgia.  His  hobby  is  his  business, 
while  his  favorite  recreation  is  golf.  He  wor- 
ships in  the  Methodist  Church.  Eastern  Illi- 
nois has  felt  the  impact  of  his  personality  and 
his  leadership  in  the  contracting  business. 

CHARLES  WILLIAM  ROUTSON 

Third  generation  of  a  family  which  has 
been  serving  Logan  County  arid  the  vicinity 
in  the  construction  business,  Charles  William 
Routson  of  Lincoln  is  today  an  outstanding 
figure  in  that  area.  Mr.  Routson  is  not  only  ; 
the  owner  of  the  Routson  Construction  Com- 
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pany  of  Lincoln  but  also  a  large  stockholder 
in  the  Stetson  China  Company  there.  He  is 
noted  for  his  leadership  in  work  for  boys,  in 
fraternal  and  civic  organizations  and  in  the 
religious  world. 

Born  in  Lincoln  in  September,  1885,  Mr. 
Routson  is  the  son  of  Edward  Franklin  Rout- 
son,  another  native  of  Logan  County,  and  the 
grandson  of  Jacob  Routson,  a  r.ative  of  Ger- 
many who  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
in  boyhood.  The  grandfather  and  his  family 
first  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  but  later  moved 
to  Illinois,  establishing  homes  in  what  is  now 
Logan  County  and  near  what  is  now  Lincoln. 
The  grandfather  founded  the  construction 
business  which  was  later  owned  by  his  son  Ed- 
ward and  is  now  owned  by  the  latter's  son 
Charles.  Charles  Routson  was  formally  educa- 
ted in  the  public  schools  of  Lincoln.  Later,  he 
took  an  architectural  home  study  course. 
When  he  left  public  school  he  went  to  work  for 
his  father  in  the  construction  business.  In  the 
early  days  father  and  son  built  homes,  but 
since  1910,  when  Charles  Routson  took  over 
the  business  from  his  father,  he  has  construc- 
ted not  only  homes  but  many  other  types  of 
buildings,  including  schools  and  hospitals  and 
other  public  edifices.  In  1911,  Mr.  Routson, 
expanding  further,  built  his  own  sawmill  and 
planing  mill.  This  has  been  added  to  several 
times  since  then  and  Mr.  Routson  now  planes 
his  own  lumber,  as  well  as  handles  all  kinds  of 
building  supplies,  which  he  sels  to  others.  He 
makes  small  items,  including  cabinets,  for  sale. 
From  25  to  80  persons  are  employed  in  his 
far-flung  operations.  His  holdings  in  the  Stet- 
son China  Company  of  Lincoln  add  further  to 
his  stature  as  a  business  man  in  the  Logan 
County  area. 

Mr.  Routson  married  Bessie  Fawcett  in 
1908.  They  have  one  child — Bessie,  now  Mrs. 
Raymond  Hoy  and  the  mother  of  three  child- 
ren: Phyllis  Elaine  Hoy;  Charlene  Rae  Hoy, 
and  Paul  Raymond  Hoy. 

As  a  leader  in  religious  affairs  Mr.  Rout- 
son is  an  elder  in  the  Christian  Church  and  a 
director  of  the  Lincoln  Bible  Institute.  In  the 
community  at  large  he  has  been  an  active 
sponsor  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and 
served  as  Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Lincoln  Lodge 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Rotary  and  Op- 
timist Clubs  of  Lincoln  and  to  the  Lincoln 
Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. His  activities  have  promoted  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  Lincoln  and  Logan  County 
and  brought  him  to  the  fore  as  a  citizen. 


RAYMOND  JOSEPH  BENOIT 

In  Kankakee  County,  home  of  many  Amer- 
icans of  French-Canadian  descent,  the  name 
of  Benoit  has  long  been  synonymous  with 
those  qualities  which  spell  industry  and  abil- 
ity and  with  a  highly  valuable  contribution 
to  the  growth  of  the  country.  The  "seat"  of 
the  family,  so  to  speak,  is  Bourbonnais  Town- 
ship, and  it  was  there  that  Raymond  Joseph 
Benoit,  a  leading  business  man  of  the  county 
seat,  Kankakee,  today,  was  born.  Once  a  farm- 
er in  the  old  home  township,  later  a  salesman 
and  service  station  operator,  and  finally  a 
roofer  and  carpenter,  Mr.  Benoit  now  owns 
three  businesses,  with  an  aggregate  volume  of 
$1,000,000  a  year.  Through  ihcte  businesses 
— the  Benoit  Roofing  and  Sheet  Metal  Com- 
pany, the  Benoit  Construction  Company  and 
the  Acme  Wholesale  and  Distributing  Com- 
pany— Mr.  Benoit  has  not  only  aided  the 
commercial  development  of  the  city  and  re- 
gion but  contributed  to  alleviation  of  the 
housing  shortage  at  a  time  when  it  was  most 
acute.  He  is  an  outstanding  personality  in  his 
field  of  business  and  in  civic  affairs  in  gen- 
eral. 

Mr.  Benoit's  birth  took  place  on  July  2, 
1909,  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  Joseph  D. 
Benoit.  Both  his  father  and  the  mother,  Cel- 
inese  (Lambert)  Benoit,  were  also  born  in 
Bourbonnais  Township.  Joseph  Benoit,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  cattleman  on  the  grand 
scale,  served  the  township  as  highway  com- 
missioner for  fourteen  years.  He  was  reared 
only  a  half  mile  from  his  birthplace.  Besides 
raising  livestock,  he  tilled  more  than  eight 
hundred  acres  of  Bourbonnais  Township  soil. 
Raymond  Benoit's  grandparents  on  both  sides 
came  to  Illinois  from  Canada.  He  is  one  of 
twelve  children — six  boys  and  six  girls. 

Mr.  Benoit  went  to  a  county  rural  school 
for  three  years  and  then  to  St.  Margaret's 
School  in  the  township.  For  two  years  he  was 
at  St.  Viator's  High  School  there.  His  first 
work  was  under  his  father's  supervision — pri- 
vately, on  the  farm;  publicly,  on  the  town- 
ship road  system.  Then  he  went  to  Detroit, 
Michigan,  where  many  others  of  French  de- 
scent have  lived  since  Cadillac's  day,  and 
there  worked  as  a  millwright  for  six  or  eight 
months.  For  a  while  he  also  sold  antiques, 
both  in  Detroit  and  Chicago.  Returning  to  the 
Motor  City  from  the  Windy  City,  he  spent  six 
months  with  the  Burroughs  Adding  Machine 
Company.  From  Detroit  he  dropped  down  to 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  where  he  installed  tur- 
bines in  municipal  plants.  For  a  few  months 
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after  that,  he  operated  a  service  station  in 
in  that  city.  The  Fall  of  1929  found  Mr.  Be- 
noit  back  on  the  family  farm  in  Bourbonnais 
Township,  where  he  helped  his  father  until 
the  Spring  of  1930.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  in  business  for  himself,  having  started 
as  roofer  and  carpenter.  His  three  big  busi- 
ness houses  are  the  result  of  that  early  start 
in  the  depression  and  are  also  the  result  of 
tremendous  effort  to  overcome  difficulties. 
The  Acme  Wholesale  and  Distributing  Com- 
pany handles  building  materials  on  a  whole- 
sale basi.s  and  feeds  not  only  the  Benoit 
Roofing  and  Sheet  Metal  and  the  Benoit  Con- 
struction Company  but  also  firms  of  other 
ownership.  Mr.  Benoit  built  thirty  homes — all 
sold  soon  afterward — to  relieve  the  housing 
shortage  in  Kankakee.  There  is  barely  anyone 
in  that  city  who  is  better  known  or  more  re- 
spected than  he  today. 

On  September  3,  1931,  Mr.  Benoit  married 
Leonie  Regnier  at  Kankakee.  Mrs.  Benoit  is 
a  native  of  Indiana  and  a  member  of  a  fam- 
ily which  has  been  farming  for  generations. 
She  is  active  in  Kankakee's  civic  life,  being 
a  member  of  the  Women's  Club,  the  Kanka- 
kee Country  Club  and  the  Garden  Club.  She 
and  Mr.  Benoit  are  the  parents  of  three  child- 
ren— Phyllis  Benoit,  born  on  January  3,  1933; 
Shirley  Benoit,  born  in  1933,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  months,  and  Garry  Ray  Benoit, 
born  on  May  10,  1939,  now  in  St.  Patrick's 
Grade  School,  Kankakee.  Phyllis  Benoit  is 
now  (1950)  a  senior  at  St.  Patrick's  and  is 
the  drum  majorette  of  the  school  band. 

The  entire  family  is  active  in  St.  Patrick's 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  Mr.  Benoit  is  a 
prominent  lay  Catholic.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Lions  Club  of 
Kankakee,  the  Kankakee  Lodges  of  the  Loy- 
al Order  of  Moose  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Kankakee 
and  Illinois  State  Chambers  of  Commerce.  In 
his  field  of  business,  he  is  a  former  secretary 
and  president  of  the  Kankakee  Builders  Club 
and  a  leading  worker  in  the  Kankakee  Com- 
munity Chest.  His  business  and  civic  activi- 
ties have  made  him  outstanding  in  the  entire 
northeastern  section  of  the  state. 

EMMETT  VINCENT  POSTON 

He  was  boi-n  in  Nelsonville,  Ohio,  on  June 
23,  1888.  His  father,  whose  birthplace  was 
a  farm  near  Logan,  Ohio,  was  in  the  brick 
business  before  him.  Emmett  Poston  was  ed- 
ucated in  grade  and  high  schools  at  Craw- 
fordsville,  Indiana,  and  at  the  University  of 
Illinois,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1911 


with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Ceramics.  His  father,  who  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  had  begun  work  in  the  brick  industry 
in  Nelsonville,  moved  to  Veedersburg  in  1892. 
There  he  purchased  a  paving-brick  plant.  Aft- 
er eight  years  he  built  another  plant  at  Craw- 
fordsville,  Indiana,  where  in  1900  the  first 
texture-faced  brick  was  manufactured.  The 
father's  brother,  Clarence  Poston,  bought 
stock  in  this  plant  and  as  the  Poston  Paving 
Brick  Company  it  was  operated  until  1909. 
In  that  year,  Irvin  G.  Poston,  the  father,  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Martinsville,  Indiana,  where 
he  built  another  plant.  At  that  time  his  broth- 
er went  to  Attica  where  he  built  a  plant  op- 
erated today  by  his  sons. 

It  was  at  Martinsville,  Indiana,  that  Emmett 
Poston  joined  his  father  in  the  business.  He 
continued  with  his  father  in  Indiana  until 
1915,  when  he  came  to  Illinois  and,  with  his 
father's  help,  built  his  present  plant  in  Spring- 
field. At  that  time  the  father  retired;  in 
1945,  he  died.  The  Springfield  plant  began 
opei-ating  in  1916.  In  1928  Mr.  Poston  and  his 
associates  took  over  a  paving  brick  plant  lo- 
cated in  Springfield.  In  1937  he  added  con- 
crete block  to  his  products.  In  1946,  Mr.  Pos- 
ton and  his  sons,  Walter  Dow  and  William 
Emmett,  entered  the  transit-mix  concrete  bus- 
iness and  in  1948  the  building  materials  busi- 
ness. They  now  have  three  large  warehouses, 
employ  200  persons  and  operate  year-round. 

In  1914  Mr.  Poston  married  Beryl  Nutter. 
Besides  the  sons  they  have  a  daughter,  Joella, 
born  in  1917,  now  Mrs.  Wade  Wrenn  and  the 
mother  of  John,  Robert  and  Christine  Wrenn. 
Of  the  two  sons,  Walter  Dow  Poston  was  born 
in  1921  and  William  Emmett  Poston  in  1924. 
The  latter,  married,  has  two  sons,  Robert, 
born  in  1948  and  Thomas,  born  in  1950.  Both 
sons  are  veterans  of  World  War  II. 

Mr.  Poston's  home  is  at  1660  West  Laurel 
Street,  Springfield.  He  belongs  to  the  Benev- 
olent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Opti- 
mist Club,  the  Illini  Country  Club  and  va- 
rious Masonic  bodies,  including  the  Jesters 
and  the  Shrine.  His  fraternity  is  Beta  Theta 
Pi  and  his  church  the  Presbyterian.  Golf  is 
his   favorite    sport. 

HARRY  J.  and  ROBERT  G. 
McCONNELL 

A  business  with  a  growing  reputation  in 
the  Middle  West  is  the  McConnell  Brothers 
Company  of  Springfield,  pattern  and  die  firm 
and  makers  of  rural  route  mail  box  name 
plates  and  other  items.  This  firm  is  a  partner- 
ship operated  by  Harry  J.  McConnell  and  his 
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younger  brother,  Robert  G.  McConnell,  both 
of  whom  are  prominent  in  the  civic  life  of  the 
state  capital. 

The  brothers  are  the  sons  of  the  late  Frank 
L.  McConnell,  a  tool  and  die  maker  who  died 
in  April,  1948,  and  of  Minnie  (Billington)  Mc- 
Connell. Harry  J.  McConnell  was  born  in 
Springfield  on  January  12,  1908,  and  for  a 
time  studied  in  a  private  school.  Later  he 
attended  Broadview  College,  LaGrange,  Cook 
County,  where  he  was  a  student  for  two 
years.  After  he  left  school  he  became  a 
painter,  and  followed  this  occupation  in 
Springfield  until  1945.  In  that  year  he 
and  his  brother  founded  the  McConnell  Broth- 
ers Company  in  Springfield  and  proceeded  to 
develop  the  business  as  a  pattern  and  die 
works.  In  the  fall  of  1946  the  brothers  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  rural  route  mail  box 
name  plates.  Their  plant  has  facilities  for 
molding  300  plates  a  day.  The  plates  sell  for 
$2.50  to  $12.50.  The  McConnells'  shop  is 
exceedingly  well  equipped,  with  a  variety  of 
machinery  for  many  other  types  of  produc- 
tion besides  the  name  plates  and  general  pat- 
tern and  die  operations.  It  does  most  of  the 
pattern  work  for  the  Illinois  Foundry  Com- 
pany in  Springfield  By  1950,  the  brothers 
had  manufactured  and  sold  more  than  31,000 
name  plates  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and 
nearby  states,  and  were  making  plans  for 
adding  several  items  to  their  list  of  manu- 
factures. 

Harry  J.  McConnell  married  Marguerite 
Scott  of  Springfield  on  August  28,  1932.  They 
have  a  daughter,  Nancy  Arline  McConnell, 
who  was  born  on  February  14,  1948.  They 
worship  in  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church. 
Mr.  McConnell's  chief  recreation  is  bird  hunt- 
ing. 

Robert  G.  McConnell  was  born  on  April  17, 
1910,  and  was  educated  in  the  Springfield 
schools.  He  began  his  career  as  a  pattern 
maker  in  the  Sternman  Pattern  Shop,  Spring- 
field, where  he  was  employed  from  1927  to 
1945.  He  resigned  that  job  to  join  his  broth- 
er in  the  formation  of  the  McConnell  Broth- 
ers Company.  The  two  brothers  are  equal 
partners  in  this  business,  and  share  the  re- 
sponsibilities as  follows:  Harry  J.  McConnell 
manages  the  name  plate  business,  Robert  G. 
McConnell  manages  the  pattern  business. 

Robert  G.  McConnell  married  Agnes  B. 
Scott,  sister  of  Mrs.  Harry  J.  McConnell,  in 
Springfield  on  October  19,  1935.  They  also 
have  a  daughter — Janet  Elaine  McConnell, 
who  was  born  on  April  5,  1942-  Mr.  Mc- 
Connell's favorite  sport  is  sailing. 


Both  the  McConnells  are  leading  citizens 
of  Springfield,  and  are  popular  among  the 
younger  business  men  of  the  community. 

RALPH  EDWARD  SUDDES,  LL.B. 

A  man  who  has  served  his  country  in  time 
of  war  as  well  as  peace,  Ralph  Edward  Suddes 
of  Mattoon  is  an  attorney  with  a  growing 
reputation  in  Central  Illinois.  He  is  a  leader 
in  veterans'  programs  as  well  as  in  the  bar, 
and  has  held  various  high  offices  in  several 
organizations. 

Mr.  Suddes  was  born  at  Virden,  Macoupin 
County,  on  August  30,  1911,  the  son  of  Fred 
J.  and  Dorothy  Ellen  (English)  Suddes,  both 
of  whom  are  deceased.  His  father,  a  native 
of  Springfield,  Illinois,  was  mine  boss  for  the 
C.  W.  and  F.  Company  at  West  Frankfort, 
Illinois  The  mother  was  born  in  Colorado,  a 
daughter  of  John   and   Hannah  English. 

Upon  his  graduation  from  the  Benton  High 
School  at  Benton,  Illinois,  Ralph  E.  Suddes 
in  1929  began  his  career.  He  followed  various 
fields  of  interest  until,  having  decided  to  pre- 
pare for  the  legal  profession,  he  entered  the 
University  of  Illinois.  At  first  he  enrolled  in 
the  university's  School  of  Commerce,  where 
he  made  the  highest  grades  in  his  first  semes- 
ter, as  far  back  as  1934.  At  the  university 
he  became  secretary  of  the  Dads'  Association 
and  was  elected  to  Phi  Eta  Sigma,  the  honor- 
ary society.  In  1940,  he  was  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Illinois  School  of  Law,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

Admitted  to  the  Illinois  State  Bar  in  1940, 
Mr.  Suddes  began  his  practice  in  associa- 
tion with  Judge  Donovan  D.  McCarty  at  01- 
ney.  Subsequently,  he  transferred  his  prac- 
tice to  Centralia,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  or  until  the  beginning  of  American  par- 
ticipation in  World  War  II.  Mr.  Suddes  went 
into  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  on  Au- 
gust 28,  1943,  and  served  until  February  8, 
1946.  Most  of  his  time  with  the  armed  forces 
he  was  in  courtmartial  work  at  the  United 
States  Naval  Training  Center  at  Farragut, 
Idaho.  He  held  the  rating  of  Yeoman  First 
Class.  After  his  separation  from  the  service, 
Mr.  Suddes  opened  his  own  law  office  in  the 
Demaree  Building,  Mattoon,  where  he  is  now 
centering  all  his  professional  activities. 

He  married  Marjorie  B.  Williams,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Margaret  Williams  of 
Springfield,  in  the  University  Place  Christian 
Church,  Champaign,  on  August  16,  1946.  Mrs- 
Suddes  is  a  former  Federal  Civil  Service  em- 
ployee at  Springfield,  Champaign  and  Indian- 
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apolis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Suddes  live  at  3305 
Richmond   Avenue,    Mattoon. 

As  an  attorney,  Mr.  Suddes  has  been  secre- 
tary of  the  Coles  County  Bar  Association 
and  attorney  for  the  Coles  County  Rent  Con- 
trol Board  (1947-1948),  and  was  appointed 
Assistant  States  Attorney  for  Coles  County  in 
September,  1949."  He  was  commander  of  the 
Lawrence  Riddle  Post  No.  88,  American  Le- 
gion, in  the  year  1948-1949.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  Coles  County  C.  R.  O.  P.  in  1948. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Illinois  Bar  Associa- 
tion, the  Anti-Thief  Association,  the  Coles 
County  40  and  8,  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  the  Mattoon  Associa- 
tion of  Commerce,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Mattoon.  He  was  a  dea- 
con in  1947  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Mattoon.  Mr.  Suddes'  favorite  sports  are  golf, 
swimming  and  baseball.  His  hobby  is  wood- 
working, especially  the  refinishing  of  antiques. 

He  is  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of 
Coles    County 

CHICAGO  &  ILLINOIS  MIDLAND 
RAILWAY  COMPANY 

History  and  Description  of 

the 

Chicago  &  Illinois   Midland  Railway  Company 

I.   Description   of   Property 

The  Chicago  &  Illinois  Midland  Railway 
Company  is  a  heavy-duty,  dense-traffic  line, 
serving  coal  mining  and  other  major  industries 
of  Central  Illinois  as  well  as  comprising  an  im- 
portant link  in  the  flow  of  cross-country  rout- 
ings. The  road  is  about  130  miles  in  length, 
extending  from  Taylorville,  Illinois,  through 
Springfield,  Havana,  Pekin,  and  on  into  Peo- 
ria, Illinois.  About  15  miles  of  this  is  oper- 
ated under  long-term  lease  with  the  Illinois 
Central  and  about  9  miles  (Pekin  to  Peoria) 
under  similar  lease  with  the  Peoria  and  Pekin 
Union  Railway  Company.  The  C&IM  owns 
one-twelfth  of  the  common  stock  of  the  P&PU. 
The  road  has  many  connections  with  large 
trunk  lines,  12  in  the  Pekin-Peoria  area;  Peo- 
ria being  a  natural  gateway  for  the  cross- 
country  flow   of  traffic 

II.  Corporate  History 

The  corporate  history  of  this  property  falls 
into  two  parts;  that  pertaining  to  the  29 
miles  of  owned  Taylorville  Division  and  that 
pertaining  to  the  77  miles  of  owned  Spring- 
field  Division. 

The  Taylorville  Division  was  the  original 
line;  and  its  inception  began  with  the  organ- 


ization of  the  Chicago  &  Illinois  Midland  Rail- 
way Company  and  its  incorporation  July  17, 
1905,  as  the  Central  Illinois  Railway  Com- 
pany. The  name  was  changed  to  present  title 
January  22,  1906.  Mainly,  it  was  constructed 
in  1906  and  1907  with  some  4  miles  of  exten- 
sions in  1916  and  1917. 

The  C&IM  acquired  control,  through  stock 
ownership,  of  77  miles  of  Springfield  Division 
on  March  17,  1926,  and  on  July  16,  1936,  took 
title  outright  to  that  line.  Corporate  history 
of  this  Springfield  Division  property  follows: 

1.  Illinois  River  Railroad  Company,  incorpo- 
rated in  1853,  built  from  Virginia,  Illinois, 
through  Havana  to  Pekin,  Illinois; 

2.  Peoria,  Pekin  and  Jacksonville  Railroad 
Company,  incorporated  June  11,  1863,  ac- 
quired the  line  of  railroad  of  Illinois  River 
Railroad  Company  by  deed  from  John  Al- 
len et  al,  dated  May  21,  1864; 

3.  Springfield  and  Northwestern  Railroad 
Company,  incorporated  March  24,  1869, 
constructed  line  of  railroad  from  Spring- 
field  to   Havana,   Illinois; 

4.  Springfield  &  Northwestern  Railway  Com- 
pany, organized  in  1878,  acquired  the  line 
of  railroad  built  by  the  Springfield  and 
Northwestern  Railroad  Company  by  deed 
dated   June    17,    1878; 

5.  Wabash,  St.  Louis  &  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany (now  Wabash  Railroad  Company)  ac- 
quired the  Springfield  &  Northwestern 
Railway  Company  by  deed  dated  July  30, 
1881,  and  the  Peoria,  Pekin  and  Jackson- 
ville Railroad  Company,  by  deed  dated 
July  25,    1881; 

6  Chicago,  Peoria  and  St.  Louis  Railway 
Company  of  Illinois,  incorporated  February 
9,  1887,  acquired  by  deed  dated  June  28, 
1888,  through  James  F.  Joy  et  al,  the  lines 
of  railroad  formerly  owned  by  the  Peoria, 
Pekin  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company, 
and  by  the  Springfield  and  Northwestern 
Railway  Company; 

7.  Chicago,  Peoria  and  St.  Louis  Railway 
Company  of  Illinois  in  the  years  follow- 
ing, went  into  and  out  of  receiverships 
and  reorganizations,  always,  however,  re- 
taining some  variation  of  the  original  cor- 
porate title.  Other  lines  of  road  were  ac- 
quired so  that  operations  reached  from 
Peoria  to  Alton,  Illinois,  and  East  St. 
Louis,    Illinois,    until — 

8.  Springfield,  Havana  and  Peoria  Railroad 
Company,  organized  July  28,  1925,  ac- 
quired title  on  March  17,  1926,  to  that  part 
of  the  Chicago,  Peoria  and  St.  Louis  Rail- 
road Company,  extending  from  Springfield, 
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Illinois,    northwardly    through    Havana,    to 
Pekin,  Illinois,  some  77  miles  in  length; 

9.   Chicago  &  Illinois  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany acquired  title  to  properties  of  Spring- 
field,   Havana   and    Peoria    Railroad    Com- 
pany on  July  16,  1936. 
The  C&IM  is  controlled  by  Commonwealth 

Edison  through  stock  ownership. 

III.  Operations  of  the  Property 

About  80  per  cent  of  the  traffic  handled 
is  bituminous  coal,  originating  at  the  six 
mines  served  by  the  road.  From  7,500,000  to 
8,000,000  tons  are  shipped  annually. 

Approximately  95  per  cent  of  this  coal  is 
consigned  to  large  power  producing  plants, 
owned  or  controlled  by  Commonwealth  Edison 
Company.  These  plants  are  all  located  in  the 
Chicago  metropolitan  and  surrounding  area 
except  for  the  Powerton  Plant,  which  is  lo- 
cated on  the  rails  of  the  C&IM  just  south  of 
Pekin. 

A  substantial  portion  of  the  coal  shipped 
to  power  plants  in  the  Chicago  area  moves 
by  a  combination  C&IM  Rail — Illinois  River 
Route  by  use  of  a  coal  transfer  plant  at  Ha- 
vana, Illinois,  located  on  the  Illinois  River. 
Some  of  the  Chicago  area  power  plants  are 
located  on  water  routes,  permitting  delivery 
of  coal  from  river   barges. 

Activities  in  respect  to  this  rail-river  route 
for  moving  coal  from  mines  on  the  C&IM  to 
the  Chicago  power  plants  began  in  the  year, 
1933,  and  have  grown  through  the  years  by 
the  installation  of  improved  coal  transfer 
plants  at  Havana;  until,  at  the  present  time, 
there  is  in  operation  a  modern  plant — on  the 
banks  of  the  Illinois  River  just  north  of  Ha- 
vana and  on  the  rails  of  the  C&IM — capable 
of  dumping  car  loads  of  coal,  which  by  means 
of  a  conveyor  belt  system  is  deposited  upon 
barges  in  the  river. 

Another  interesting  highlight  in  the  func- 
tioning of  this  railroad,  is  the  operation  of  an 
experimental  and  demonstration  farm  a  few 
miles  northeast  of  Havana,  known  as  Cimco 
Farm.  The  agricultural  activities  by  the 
C&IM  are  considered  unique  among  railroads, 
although  the  farm  operation  is  definitely  a 
part  of  the  railroad  operation. 

This  farm  (adjacent  to  the  line  of  railroad) 
acquired  in  1927,  lying  in  a  sandy  belt,  ex- 
tensive in  scope,  has  through  the  years  by 
means  of  many  tests  and  demonstrations  to 
a  large  number  of  farmers,  promoted  the  pro- 
duction of  a  number  of  types  of  farm  pro- 
duce, new  to  the  agricultural  activities 
throughout  the  area    Efficiency  in  production 


has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  demonstrations 
on  the  Farm  of  the  use  of  many  types  of 
fertilizer  for  sandy  soil;  production  of  tur- 
keys has  grown  from  a  few  dozen  in  1929  to 
upwards  of  10,000  per  annum,  creating  prac- 
tically a  new  industry  in  the  area.  Many  other 
innovations  in  agricultural  use  of  sandy  soil 
have  been  instituted  and  demonstrated.  A 
regularly  issued  publication  on  the  Farm  ac- 
tivities is  published,  known  as  "Cimco  Fort- 
nightly," the  circulation  of  which  is  quite  ex- 
tensive. 

FRED  L.  SCHRADER 

Back  in  1908,  when  he  was  only  seventeen 
years  old,  Fred  L.  Schrader  entered  the  rail- 
road business.  He  worked  with  first  one  line 
and  then  another,  but  always  he  kept  rising 
in  the  industry  and  advancing  his  reputation. 
Today  he  is  president  of  the  Chicago  and  Illi- 
nois Midland  Railway  Company,  with  head- 
quarters in  Springfield,  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Peoria  and  Pekin 
Union  Railway  Company  and  an  outstanding 
figure  in  the  transportation  world. 

Mr.  Schrader  was  born  in  Creston,  Iowa, 
on  January  25,  1891,  the  son  of  Frederick 
A.  and  Margaret  Adaline  (Sayler)  Schrader. 
Shortly  after  his  birth,  the  family  moved  to 
Ottumwa,  Iowa,  where  the  future  railroad 
president  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic   schools. 

When  he  began  his  railroad  career  in  1908, 
Mr.  Schrader  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  and  Quincy  Railroad  Com- 
pany. His  first  job  was  as  fuel  clerk  in  the 
mechanical  department  offices  in  Ottumwa. 
He  rose  to  shops  timekeeper  and  general 
clerk.  In  1912,  he  left  this  line  to  accept  em- 
ployment with  the  Chicago,  Peoria  and  St. 
Louis  Railroad  Company  at  Springfield.  His 
position  with  this  road  was  that  of  chief  time- 
keeper. He  advanced  rapidly  with  the  CP'&StL 
RR.  Co.,  serving  a  couple  of  years  in  special 
work  for  the  accounting  department,  then  as 
chief  clerk  of  the  maintenance  of  way  depart- 
ment, special  representative  in  the  office  of 
the  general  manager,  chief  clerk  to  the  gen- 
eral manager  until,  in  1920,  eight  years  after 
joining  the  organization,  he  was  appointed 
assistant  general  manager.  All  these  activities 
were  within  the  CP&StL  RR.  Co.,  with 
offices  in  Springfield.  In  1926,  when  the 
Chicago  and  Illinois  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany acquired  control  of  a  portion  of  the  line 
of  railroad  of  the  CP&StL  RR.  Co.  (the  latter 
corporation  being  then  dissolved),  Mr.  Schra- 
der  was   made   assistant   to    the   senior   vice- 
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president  of  the  Chicago  and  Illinois  Midland 
Railway  Company.  In  1940,  he  was  elected 
vice-president  of  the  company  and  on  Decem- 
ber 15,  1945,  he  was  elected  its  president. 

About  a  year  after  he  joined  the  CP&StL 
RR.  Company,  on  July  23,  1913,  Mr.  Schrader 
married  Cora  Adele  Barrow,  the  daughter  of 
Emerson  Ethridge  Barrow  and  Minnie  May 
(Williams)  Barrow.  Their  home  address  is 
1045  Williams  Boulevard,  Springfield. 

Besides  serving  as  the  Chicago  and  Illinois 
Midland  Railway  Company's  president,  Mr. 
Schrader  is  on  its  board  of  directors  and  the 
executive  committee.  The  Peoria  and  Pekin 
Union  Railway  Company,  of  which  he  is  also 
a  director,  maintains  its  headquarters  in  Pe- 
oria. He  is  a  member  of  two  professional 
organizations,  the  American  Railway  Develop- 
ment Association  and  the  Western  Railway 
Club;  and  of  many  business  and  social  clubs, 
among  them  the  Sangamon  Club,  the  Illini 
Country  Club,  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Springfield 
and  the  Union  League  Club  of  Chicago.  Mr. 
Schrader  has  made  a  widely-recognized  con- 
tribution to  railroading  and,  thereby,  to  the 
commercial  development  of  a  large  region  of 
the  country. 

FRED  OREN  KUEHNE,  JR. 

The  Mattoon  plant  of  the  Kuehne  Furni- 
ture Manufacturing  Company  is  the  largest  in 
the  industry.  Fred  Oren  Kuehne,  Jr.,  who 
holds  the  controlling  interest  in  the  company, 
is  one  of  the  outstanding  personalities  in  the 
nation's  furniture  business  and  is  a  high  offi- 
cer of  the  National  Association  of  Furniture 
Manufacturers.  He  is  also  a  farmer  and  cat- 
tle breeder  and  interested  in  grain  and  bank- 
ing. Among  his  other  activities  are  work  on 
behalf  of  the  Methodist  Memorial  Hospital 
and  his  leadership  in  affairs  concerning  Mon- 
ticello  College  at  Alton. 

Mr.  Kuehne  was  born  in  Chicago  on  March 
5,  1898,  the  son  of  Fred  George  and  Martha 
(Oren)  Kuehne.  His  father,  born  near  Hor- 
tonville,  Wisconsin,  on  July  21,  1862,  was  a 
building  contractor  in  Chicago  for  many 
years.  He  is  now  retired  and  living  at  Mattoon 
with  his  son.  The  elder  Mr.  Kuehne's  parents 
were  pioneers  in  Wisconsin,  where  they  home- 
steaded. 

Fred  Kuehne,  Jr.,  was  educated  at  the 
Lewis  Institute  of  Technology,  from  which  he 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science, 
and  Northwestern  University,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer  in 
1918.    His  first    experiences   in    the   business 


world  were  successively,  methods  engineer 
for  the  Western  Electric  Company,  mechani- 
cal engineer  in  charge  of  development  for  the 
Standard  Aircraft  Corporation,  works  man- 
ager for  the  Standard  Aircraft  Corporation 
and  works  manager  for  the  Pullman  Couch 
Company.  He  started  in  business  for  himself, 
as  a  furniture  manufacturer,  in  Chicago.  Af- 
ter a  time,  the  Chicago  plant  was  sold  and 
the  business  re-located  in  Trenton,  Illinois. 
When  it  outgrew  the  Trenton  plant,  another 
was  established  at  Flora,  Illinois  ,and  in  1984 
the  new  plant  was  erected  in  Mattoon,  and  it 
has  now  grown  to  be  the  largest  in  the  indus- 
try. 

On  September  1,  1920,  Mr.  Kuehne  mar- 
ried Vivian  Pratt,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Jos- 
ephine Pratt  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  two  children — Fred  Mar- 
shall Kuehne,  who  married  Jane  Patterson, 
and  Jeanne  Kuehne,  now  the  wife  of  George 
William  Cunningham  of  Galton,  Illinois,  and 
mother  of  William  Cunningham,  born  in 
1947,  and  James  Fredrick  Cunningham,  born 
in  1949. 

Mr.  Kuehne's  farm  is  known  as  Bon  Air 
Farm  and  is  on  Route  Three,  Mattoon.  He 
owns  a  herd  of  purebred  Aberdeen-Angus 
cattle  and  many  head  of  purebred  Hampshire 
hogs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Hos- 
pital board  and  vice  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Monticello  College.  He  is  also  on  the  boards 
of  the  Douglas  County  Grain  Company,  the 
National  Bank  of  Mattoon  and  the  National 
Association  of  Furniture  Manufacturers,  be- 
ing a  vice  president  of  this  organization.  In 
addition,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraterni- 
ty and  the  Lake  Shore  Athletic  Club.  His 
church  is  the  Lutheran.  Music  is  his  major 
avocational  interest.  He  plays  the  organ  ex- 
ceptionally well,  having  a  Hammond  electric 
organ  in  his  home,  which  is  at  Bon  Air  Farm. 
Other  recreational  interests  include  horseback 
riding,  bowling  and  managing  his  farming  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  Kuehne  is  described  as  of  "medium 
height  and  sandy  complexion.  He  is  a  tireless 
worker  and  takes  keen  interest  in  community 
affairs  and  the  welfare  of  his  employees.  He 
has  an  exceptional  sense  of  humor  and  is  well 
liked  by  employees  and  members  of  the  com- 
munity." 

JOSEPH  W.  STETSON 

The  most  modern  plant,  and  one  of  the 
largest,  in  the  china-making  industry  in  the 
world  is  that  headed  by  Joseph  W.  Stetson — 
the  Stetson  China  Company,  headquartered  at 
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Lincoln.  Though  the  company  was  founded 
by  Mr.  Stetson's  uncle,  it  was  Mr.  Stetson  who 
conceived  the  ideas  and  directed  the  modern- 
ization which  has  put  the  business  into  a 
leading  place  among  firms  of  its  kind  in  the 
world.  In  1950  he  was  completing  plans  which 
would  lead  eventually  to  the  employment  of 
1000  persons  by  the  business  and  would  ex- 
tend the  market,  for  many  years  already  in- 
ternational in  scope. 

Mr.  Stetson  was  born  in  Chicago  on  Au- 
gust 1,  1902,  and  began  his  education  in  the 
Windy  City.  For  a  time  he  went  to  school  in 
California  but  returned  to  finish  high  school 
in  his  native  community.  His  uncle  had  start- 
ed the  Stetson  China  Company  in  January, 
1919,  in  Chicago.  It  was  not  long  afterward 
that  the  nephew  went  into  the  business  at 
East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  as  a  warehouseman 
earning  $18  a  week.  He  returned  to  Chicago 
and  became  a  salesman  for  the  firm.  Six 
months  later  he  persuaded  his  uncle  to  let 
him  take  the  company  into  a  jobbing  busi- 
ness. This  resulted  in  Joseph  Stetson's  rent- 
ing a  store  in  Chicago  and  buying  a  car  of 
merchandise,  which  he  sold  and  delivered  to 
the  F.  W.  Woolworth  Company,  the  five-and- 
ten  chain.  His  second  car  he  sold  to  the  But- 
ler Company.  At  about  this  time  the  uncle 
became  ill,  and  the  nephew  found  it  neces- 
sary to  take  over  management  of  the  entire 
Stetson  China  Company  Three  years  later 
he  opened  a  larger  plant  and  began  the  dec- 
oration of  china.  Eight  years  after  that  he 
put  a  still  larger  plant  into  operation.  At  the 
death  of  the  uncle  in  1931,  Mr.  Stetson  moved 
the  business  into  a  plant  still  larger  and  mod- 
ernized the  business  with  entirely  new  equip- 
ment. In  1946,  he  purchased  the  old  Illinois 
China  Company  plant  in  Lincoln,  and  began 
at  once  to  expand  further,  introducing  a  mod- 
ernization program  that  eventually  cost  the 
business  $3,000,000.  The  products  are  ship- 
ped into  all  corners  of  the  United  States, 
South  America,  the  Philippines,  Alaska  and 
the  Territory  of  Hawaii.  The  plant  makes 
the  most  modern  American  china  designs,  ca- 
tering to  the  middle  bracket  income  families. 
Under  Mr.  Stetson's  plans  there  will  be  a  new 
line  of  China  for  those  in  top  income  brack- 
ets. He  now  employs  about  600  persons.  Soon, 
he  will  employ  800,  then  1000.  The  business 
is  known  throughout  the  world,  being  its  most 
modern  and  one  of  its  largest  in  the  indus- 
trial china  field.  Wherever  the  business  oper- 
ations extend,  there  Mr.  Stetson's  name  is 
well   known  and   revered. 

On    June    21,    1931,    Mr.    Stetson    married 


Ann  Mardell.  They  have  three  children — Ev- 
ette  Stetson,  born  in  1934;  Philip,  born  in 
1936,   and    Gary,   born   in    1943. 

Mr.  Stetson  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of 
the  South  Side  Congregation  of  Chicago.  He 
may  properly  be  described  not  only  as  a  first 
citizen  of  Lincoln  but  of  Illinois- 

JAMES  HENRY  CONLEY 

When  James  Henry  Conley  first  went  to 
work  as  a  plumber,  he  drew  only  thirty-five 
cents  an  hour.  Today,  Mr.  Conley  is  one  of 
the  leading  master  plumbers  of  Southern  Illi- 
nois— the  head  of  a  firm  which  in  1949  and 
1950  was  doing  the  entire  plumbing  and  heat- 
ing installations  at  the  New  Marion  Town- 
ship High  School  and  which  has  to  its  credit 
similar  jobs  in  other  public,  commercial  and 
residential  structures.  The  firm  is  J.  H.  Con- 
ley and  Sons  of  Marion,  with  Mr.  Conley's 
three  sons,  Billy,  Dennis  and  Emil,  associated 
with  him.  Mr-  Conley  is  well  known  through- 
out the  "Egyptian"  territory. 

Born  in  Williamson  County  on  August  8, 
1903,  Mr.  Conley  is  the  son  of  Hardy  Wesley 
and  Emma  (Frey)  Conley,  both  also  natives 
of  that  county.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  the  county  and  worked  on  the  family  farm 
with  his  father  until  he  reached  adulthood. 
When  he  left  the  farm,  Mr.  Conley  went  to 
work  for  the  Marion  and  Eastern  Railroad, 
later  taken  over  by  the  Missouri  Pacific,  as 
a  boilermaker's  helper.  Within  three  years 
he  had  advanced  to  night  roundhouse  fore- 
man. In  1925,  he  resigned  from  the  Missouri 
Pacific  to  become  an  apprentice  plumber  for 
C.  C.  Stone  of  Marion.  He  worked  with  Mr. 
Stone  until  1930,  when  he  went  to  Cairo  as  a 
journeyman  plumber.  On  the  death  of  Mr. 
Stone  in  August,  1945,  Mr.  Conley  returned 
to  Marion  and  bought  the  Stone  plumbing 
business,  and  this  he  now  operates  as  J.  H. 
Conley  and  Sons,  with  headquarters  at  900 
N.  State  Street,  Marion.  His  wife  keeps  the 
books.  In  addition  to  doing  contracting  work, 
Mr.  Conley  carries  a  full  line  of  plumbing 
supplies  and  fixtures  for  sale.  When  he  first 
established  the  business  under  the  Conley 
name,  Mr.  Conley  and  one  son  and  Mrs.  Con- 
ley operated  it.  The  next  year,  1946,  Mr. 
Conley  hired  two  men,  in  1948  three  more 
men  and  in  1949  still  another  man.  Today, 
nine  men  are  employed  in  the  business.  The 
firm's  plumbing  contract  for  the  new  Marion 
Township  High  School  totaled  more  than  $60,- 
000.  Four  fully-equipped  plumbing  trucks  are 
used  in  the  business. 
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On  November  15,  1924,  Mr.  Conley  married 
Elizabeth  Winstead,  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Emily  Winstead  of  Marion.  Besides  the 
three  sons,  there  is  a  daughter,  Phyllis  Ann, 
who  was  born  on  November  9,  1937.  The  sons' 
birth  dates  are  as  follows:  Billy,  April  28, 
1927;  Dennis,  March  11,  1929;  Emil,  January 
23,  1931.  The  family  woi"ships  in  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  both  Mr.  Conley  and  one  of 
the  sons  are  lay  readers.  When  he  was  in 
Cairo,  Mr.  Conley  was  on  the  vestry  of  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer,  was  superintendent 
of  the  church  school  and  acted  as  Scoutmas- 
ter. Mr.  Conley  has  served  for  two  years  as 
president  of  the  Egyptian  Master  Plumbers 
and  Healing  Contractors  Association.  He  is 
also  active  in  the  National  Association  of 
Master  Plumbers  and  the  Illinois  Master 
Plumbers  Association.  Through  all  his  activi- 
ties he  has  aided  in  the  development  of  South- 
ern  Illinois. 

OLIVER  J.  KELLER 

For  years  one  of  the  outstanding  news- 
paper editors  and  executives  in  the  nation, 
Oliver  J.  Keller  of  Springfield  has  occupied 
a  similar  position  in  the  field  of  radio  broad- 
casting since  1946.  He  is  president  of  WTAX, 
Inc.,  operating  Radio  Station  WTAX  in 
Springfield,  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  af- 
filiate in  the  capital.  This  station  has  devel- 
oped tremendous  prestige  and  influence  under 
Mr.  Keller's  guidance  and  he  himself  has 
achieved  leadership  not  only  in  the  broadcast- 
ing world  but  in  the  Springfield  Territory. 

Born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  on  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1898,  Mr.  Keller  is  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam H.  and  Anna  (Dickey)  Keller.  Follow- 
ing his  graduation  from  the  Yeates  School  m 
Lancaster  in  1914,  he  attended  Williams  Col- 
lege in  Massachusetts,  graduating  in  1918 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  From 
college  Mr.  Keller  went  into  the  United  States 
Army,  commissioned  a  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  was  attached  to  what  then  constituted  the 
Air  Forces  in  the  role  of  observer.  Following 
his  discharge  from  the  armed  forces,  Mr.  Kel- 
ler became  a  reporter  and  copy  reader  on 
the  Lancaster  Examiner.  He  was  made  asso- 
ciate editor  of  the  paper  within  the  year, 
1919.  In  1920,  he  was  advanced  to  editor,  and 
this  post  he  held  until  he  was  made  general 
manager  of  the  Pittsburgh  Post-Gazette,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania,  in  1927.  In  1928,  the 
duties  of  editor  and  vice-president  of  the  Post- 
Gazette  were  added  to  his  other  responsi- 
bilities and  in  1941  he  was  elevated  to  the 
presidency.  He  remained  until  1946,  when  he 


came  to  Illinois  to  assume  the  presidency  and 
general  managership  of  Radio  Station  WTAX 
in  Springfield.  This  CBS  affiliate,  which  has 
grown  tremendously  under  Mr.  Keller's  di- 
rection, broadcasts  on  a  wavelength  of  1240 
kilocycles.  Operating  on  unlimited  time,  it  be- 
gan by  broadcasting  with  100  watts  of  power, 
but  in  1949  the  Federal  Communications  Com- 
mission authorized  its  use  of  250  watts. 
WTAX,  Inc.,  operates  both  WTAX-AM  and 
WTAX-FM.  In  May,  1948,  a  new  and  modern 
broadcasting  structure  was  erected  and  occu- 
pied by  the  station.  Twenty-two  persons  are 
employed  under  Mr.  Keller. 

Mr.  Keller  married  Rosalind  Lodge  Thomas 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  November  5,  1920. 
They  have  two  sons — Daniel  S.  Keller  and 
Oliver  J.  Keller,  Jr. 

ILLINOIS  COMMERCIAL 
TELEPHONE  COMPANY 

Illinois  Commercial  Telephone  Company  is 
the  largest  of  the  independent  telephone  corn- 
companies  operating  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  In 
the  telephone  industry,  the  so-called  indepen- 
dent coripaines  are  those  which  are  neither 
owned  nor  controlled  by  the  American  Tele- 
phone and  Telegraph  Company  or  any  other 
Bell  System  company. 

Many  of  the  smaller  independent  companies 
are  locally  owned  and  provide  telephone  serv- 
ice in  only  one  or  two  communities  of  the 
State.  There  are,  however,  several  compara- 
tively large  independent  companies  and  Illi- 
nois Commercial  Telephone  Company,  which 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  operates  221  ex- 
changes and  serves  more  than  600  communi- 
ties. 

Illinois  Commercial  was  incorporated  on 
February  3,  1928,  and  has  the  distinction  of 
having  outgrown  a  Wisconsin  company,  or- 
ganized in  1920,  from  which  it  stemmed. 

Prior  to  the  incorporation  of  Illinois  Com- 
mercial in  1928,  the  Commonwealth  Tele- 
phone Company  in  Wisconsin  had  controlled 
the  Belvidere  Telephone  Company  and  the 
Boone  County  Rural  Telephone  Company 
through  capital  stock  ownership.  The  offi- 
cials of  Commonwealth,  however,  deemed  it 
advisable  to  organize  an  Illinois  company  to 
take  over  the  operations  of  the  Belvidere 
and  Boone  County  companies  and  to  acquire 
other  Illinois  independent  telephone  proper- 
ties which  were  available. 

Illinois  Commercial  is  controlled  by  Gen- 
eral Telephone  Corporation,  with  headquar- 
ters in  New  York  City,  which  is  the  largest  of 
the    holding    companies    in    the    independent 


ILLINOIS 


EDITION 


89 


telephone  industry.  General  Telephone  Cor- 
poration owns  all  of  the  outstanding  common 
stock  of  Illinois  Commercial  in  the  amount  of 
$4,487,100;  Illinois  Commercial's  $4.75  cum- 
ulative preferred  stock  on  the  amount  of 
$2,000,100  is  in  the  hands  of  the  public,  with 
a  substantial  amount  of  it  held  by  residents  of 
Illinois;  and  the  Company's  bonds  in  the 
amount  of  $8,000,000  are  owned  by  12  well- 
known  insurance  companies 

Illinois  Commercial  operates  in  67  of  the 
102  counties  in  the  State.  Although  the  hold- 
ings of  the  Company  are  largely  diversified 
throughout  the  area  of  the  State,  the  most 
concentrated  operations  are  in  the  southern 
and  east  central  portions.  All  of  the  Com- 
pany's central  offices  are  connected  with  the 
long  distance  or  toll  line  facilities  operated 
by  Bell  System  companies  and  other  independ- 
ent   companies. 

Among  the  larger  cities  served  by  the  Com- 
pany are  Belvidere,  Benton,  Carbondale,  Du- 
Quoin,  Harrisburg,  Herrin,  Kewanee,  Law- 
renceville,  Lincoln,  Macomb,  Marion,  Men- 
dota,  Monmouth,  Mount  Carmel,  Murphys- 
boro,  Olney,  Robinson  and  West  Frankfort. 

The  counties  in  which  the  Company  ren- 
ders service  are  as  follows:  Bond,  Boone,  Bu- 
reau, Calhoun,  Champaign,  Clay,  Crawford, 
DeKalb,  DeWitt,  Douglas,  Edgar,  Edwards, 
Effingham,  Fayette,  Ford,  Franklin,  Fulton, 
Gallatin,  Hamilton,  Hardin,  Henderson,  Hen- 
ry, Iroquois,  Jackson,  Jasper,  Johnson,  Kan- 
kakee, LaSalle,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Livingston, 
Logan,  McDonough,  McHenry,  McLean,  Ma- 
con, Macoupin,  Madison,  Marshall,  Mason, 
Massac,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Moultrie,  Ogle, 
Peoria,  Perry,  Piatt,  Pike,  Fope,  Pulaski,  Put- 
nam, Randolph,  Richland,  Saline,  Sangamon, 
Stark,  Tazewell,  Union,  Vermilion,  Wabash, 
Warren,  Wayne,  White,  Williamson,  Winne- 
bago,   Woodford. 

HARRY  WARDELL  PIKE 

As  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  Illi- 
nois Commercial  Telephone  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Springfield,  Harry  Wardell 
Pike  has  become  a  prominent  figure  in  Illi- 
nois. He  has  been  in  public  utility  work  for 
many  years,  and  has  had  experience  in  vir- 
tually every  phase  of  such  work. 

Mr.  Pike  was  born  at  Marysville,  Iowa,  on 
May  17,  1893,  the  son  of  William  Clinton 
Pike,  a  native  of  Indiana  who  was  a  harness 
and  leather  goods  merchant,  and  Jane  (Ulsh) 
Pike,  a  native  of  Iowa.  H.  W.  Pike  began 
his  education  at  Osceola,  Nebraksa.    After  he 


was  graduated  from  high  school,  he  attended 
the  University  of  Nebraska  at  Lincoln  and 
took  his  degree,  in  the  College  of  Business  Ad- 
ministration. Later  he  was  a  graduate  student 
in  business  statistics  and  accounting  at  Co- 
lumbia University,  New  York,  and  in  auditing 
at  New  York  University.  For  two  years  Mr. 
Pike  was  an  instructor  in  economics  at  the 
University  of  Nebraska.  Then  he  took  a  com- 
mercial engineering  course  with  the  Amer- 
ican Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  after 
which  he  was  in  charge  of  fundamental  toll 
rate  studies  of  that  concern  in  New  York. 
In  World  War  I,  he  spent  a  year  and  one- 
half  as  disbursing  officer  in  the  United  States 
Army.  A  year  as  accountant  with  a  firm  of 
certified  public  accountants  followed,  then 
his  two  years  on  the  Nebraska  faculty.  From 
there  he  went  to  the  office  of  assistant  secre- 
tary of  the  Lincoln  Traction  Company,  Lin- 
coln, Nebraska,  where  he  was  in  charge  of 
rate  matters  and  accounting  for  street  rail- 
way, electric  and  district  heating  utilities  for 
two  years.  Subsequently,  he  was  auditor  and 
office  manager  of  the  Central  State  Power 
and  Light  Company,  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  in 
charge  of  accounting  for  electric,  telephone, 
water  and  natural  gas  utilities  for  three  years. 
Since  leaving  the  Iowa  concern  Mr.  Pike  has 
been  with  the  Illinois  Commercial  Telephone 
Company.  For  two  years  he  was  general  audi- 
tor and  for  another  two  years  general  com- 
mercial engineer.  He  held  the  post  of  general 
commercial  superintendent  for  five  years  and 
that  of  general  rates  and  tariffs  engineer 
eight  years.  In  April,  1945,  Mr.  Pike,  was 
elected  vice-president  and  in  January,  1949, 
vice-president  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Pike  married  Edna  Catherine  Hubbell 
at  York,  Nebraska,  on  July  16,  1923.  They 
have  two  sons — Wardell  H.  Pike,  born  at  Lin- 
coln, Nebraska,  on  July  17,  1925,  educated 
at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  who 
in  World  War  II  was  overseas  with  General 
Patton's  Army;  and  William  Barsley  Pike, 
born  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  on  April  5,  1937. 

Mr.  Pike,  who,  with  his  family,  worships  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Springfield,  is 
a  member  of  various  Masonic  bodies,  includ- 
ing the  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Springfield  Con- 
sistory of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  His  hobby  is  photography.  In  the  years 
he  has  been  with  the  telephone  company  at 
Springfield,  it  has  grown  in  volume  and  in 
quality  of  service  it  gives  its  numerous  sub- 
scribers, and  he  has  become  a  valuable  citi- 
zen of  the  capital. 
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WALTER  O.  TRETTIN 

A  professional  engineer,  Walter  0.  Tret- 
tin  of  Springfield  has  made  a  reputation  in 
the  public  utility  field,  especially  the  tele- 
phone, in  both  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
He  is  at  present  vice-president  and  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  Illinois  Commercial  Telephone 
Company,    with    headquarters    in    Springfield. 

Born  on  April  22,  1890,  at  Appleton,  Wis- 
consin, Mr.  Trettin  was  educated  in  electrici- 
ty and  electrical  engineering  at  the  Mechan- 
ic Arts  School,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  the 
American  School  of  Correspondence  of  Chi- 
cago, as  well  as  in  the  Canadian  Army  Signal 
Corp,  with  which  he  served  in  World  War  I 
and  in  which  he  took  courses  in  telephone  and 
telegraph  engineering.  He  is  registered  with 
the  Wisconsin  State  Board  of  Architects  and 
Professional  Engineers  as  a  Professional  Engi- 
neer. 

Mr.  Trettin's  first  experience  was  with  the 
Tri-State  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company 
at  St.  Paul,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
After  that  he  was  employed  by  the  Alberta 
Government  Telephones,  at  Edmonton,  Al- 
berta, Canada,  in  general  plant  work.  His 
two-and-one-half-year  World  War  I  service 
with  the  Canadian  Signal  Corps  followed. 
After  the  war,  he  became  purchasing  agent 
for  the  Albert  Government  Telephones  and 
two  years  later  was  promoted  to  construction 
engineer.  Finally  returning  to  the  states,  Mr. 
Trettin  accepted  the  post  of  plant  superin- 
tendent of  the  Central  Carolina  Telephone 
Company,  Southern  Pines,  North  Carolina, 
which  he  held  for  one  and  one-half  years.  In 
his  first  six  years  with  the  Illinois  Commercial 
Telephone  Company,  his  next  utility,  Mr. 
Trettin  was  general  plant  engineer,  Then,  for 
seven  years,  he  was  assistant  to  the  general 
plant  superintendent.  For  one  year  he  was  as- 
sistant chief  engineer  and  for  three  years  he 
was  chief  engineer  before  being  made  vice- 
president  and  chief  engineer.  He  assumed  the 
vice-presidency  on  January  1,  1949.  He  has 
been  responsible  for  the  development  of  the 
company's  engineering  practices  and  con- 
struction and  maintenance  standards  and 
their  correct  application  to  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  all  classes  of  plants  opera- 
ted by  the  company  and  he  is  now  additionally 
responsive  for  the  co-ordination  of  operations. 

Mr.  Trettin  married  Gladys  Mary  Davies  at 
Edmonton,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children — Lorna,  now  Mrs.  Robert  Willding 
and  living  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and  the  mother 
of  Stephen  Willding,  born  in  1947  and  Linda 


Ann  Willding,  born  in  1950;  and  Ray  Trettin, 
who  in  1950  was  completing  his  education  at 
the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Trettin  is  a  member  of  the  Telephone 
Pioneers  Association,  the  Sangamo  Club  of 
Springfield  and  engineering  organizations.  His 
recreational  interests  range  from  hunting  to 
wild  flower  gardening  and  woodworking.  In 
participating  in  the  program  of  developing  the 
telephone  company,  Mr.  Trettin  has  contrib- 
uted to  civic  growth  and  welfare. 

JOHN  MAURICE  CONNOR, 
A.B.,  LL.B. 

John  Maurice  Connor  is  a  prominent  figure 
throughout  Douglas  County.  He  was  once  a 
school  administrator,  an  executive  of  a  Civi- 
lian Conservation  Corps  camp  and  a  candidate 
for  the  bench  in  Cumberland  County.  In 
World  War  II  he  served  as  an  officer  with 
the  armored  forces. 

Mr.  Connor  was  born  at  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado,  on  February  8,  1907,  the  son  of 
John  Richard  and  Donna  (Flannery)  Connor. 
His  father,  a  merchant,  railroad  conductor 
and  a  political  leader  who  was  a  candidate 
for  County  Clerk  of  Cumberland  County,  died 
in   1909  at  the  age  of  thirty-six. 

Mr.  Connor  was  graduated  from  high  school 
at  Greenup,  Cumberland  County,  in  1925  and 
then  attended  the  University  of  Illinois,  from 
which  he  holds  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  1929,  due 
to  the  depression,  he  left  school  to  become 
principal  of  the  high  school  and  superintend- 
ent of  the  grades  at  Jewett,  Cumberland 
County.  He  then  returned  to  his  own  edu- 
cation in  1930,  receiving  his  degrees  three 
years  later.  A  position  as  second  in  com- 
mand of  a  C.  C.  C.  camp  at  Springfield  fol- 
lowed, and  it  was  while  he  was  there  that  he 
received  the  nomination  for  the  post  of  Coun- 
ty Judge  of  Cumberland  County.  He  defeated 
his  opponent  for  the  Democratic  nomination 
by  more  than  three  to  one,  but  lost  by  ninety- 
six  votes  in  the  election. 

On  January  23,  1933,  when  he  was  still  in 
Springfield  with  the  C.  C.  C,  Mr.  Connor  mar- 
ried Thelma  E  Harshbarger,  the  daughter  of 
Harry  H.  and  Maude  E.  Harshbarger.  The 
ceremony  took  place  at  Petersburg.  Salutato- 
rian  of  Areola  High  School,  Class  of  1928, 
Mrs.  Connor  was  one  of  seven  considered  for 
valedictorian  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 
from  which  she  was  graduated  in  education 
with  highest  honors  in  mathematics.  Two  of 
her  brothers  also  graduated  with  honors  from 
the  university.    After  graduation,  Mrs.   Con- 
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nor  spent  a  year  at  Illinois  Commercial  Col- 
lege and  then  became  a  commercial  teacher 
at  Williamsville  High  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Connor  have  six  children — Barbara  Jean, 
Joyce  Maudonna,  Virginia  Lee,  Mary  Linda, 
John  Maurice,  Jr.,  and  William  Henry.  The 
family  resides  at  2  South  Locust  Street,  Ar- 
eola, and  worships  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  Mr.  Connor  is  a  trustee  and  former 
Men's   Bible   teacher. 

After  the  Cumberland  County  election  in 
1933,  Mr.  Connor  moved  to  his  wife's  home 
town,  Areola,  because  there  were  no  lawyers 
there  and  opportunity  beckoned.  He  prac- 
ticed there  until  the  war.  In  1938  he  was 
nominated  as  Democratic  candidate  for  Coun- 
ty Judge  of  Douglas  County.  On  March  31, 
1941,  he  entered  the  service  with  the  rank  of 
Captain,  having  been  with  the  R.O.T.C.  at 
the  University  of  Illinois.  He  was  command- 
ing officer  of  Company  H,  13th  Armored  Reg- 
iment, 1st  Armored  Division,  a  light  tank 
company.  Later  he  was  intelligence  officer 
of  Company  H,  13th  Armored  Regiment,  1st 
Armored  Division,  a  light  tank  company.  Lat- 
er he  was  intelligence  officer  for  the  13th 
and  then  intelligence  officer  for  the  Armored 
Force  School,  and  also  postal  officer.  In 
September,  1942,  he  was  promoted  to  Major. 
After  a  tactics  course,  he  was  transferred  as 
executive  officer  to  the  3rd  Battalion,  16th 
Armored  Division,  subsequently  being  made 
intelligence  officer  of  the  5th  Armored  Regi- 
ment. For  a  time  afterward  he  was  executive 
officer  of  Division  Trains  of  the  20th  Ar- 
mored Division  and  commanding  officer  of 
the  band.  Following  his  separation  from  the 
service  in  November,  1945,  he  returned  to 
Areola  and  his  law  practice. 

He  has  since  made  a  reputation  not  only 
at  the  bar  but  in  civic  work.  He  was  com- 
mander of  the  Douglas  County  American  Le- 
gion in  1947.  In  1937  he  had  organized  a 
group  to  promote  Boy  Scouting  and  was 
Scoutmaster  until  entering  the  Army.  Since 
the  war  he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  pack 
committee  of  the  Cub  Scouts.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Commercial  Law  League,  Illinois 
Bar  Association  and  the  Masonic  order.  While 
at  the  University  of  Illinois  Mr.  Connor  was 
the  light  heavy  weight  boxing  champion  of  the 
university  1929-1930;  he  was  the  boxing  run- 
ner-up in  1933  and  was  also  the  wrestling 
runner-up  in  1933.  He  was  one  of  ten  men 
of  the  university  who  were  on  the  rifle  team 
which  was  the  championship  team  of  that 
year,  1928  Mr.  Connor  is  a  member  of  the 
Sigma  Delta  Kappa  law  fraternity. 


Also,  he  is  active  in  the  Lions  Club  of  Ar- 
eola, of  which  he  is  a  charter  member,  and  in 
the  Areola  Association  of  Commerce.  His 
chief  recreation  is  volley  ball,  but  his  hobby 
is  his  children,  "trying  to  train  them  in  the 
way  they  should  go,  and  helping  them  to  solve 
their  problems."  He  has  proved  himself  an 
invaluable  citizen  of  his  "wife's  home  town." 

ROBERT  LAWRENCE  CHAMBERS 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  everyone  in  Bloom- 
ington  and  McLean  County  knows  Robert 
Lawrence  Chambers  in  person  or  by  reputa- 
tion and  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
that  progressive  city,  for  Mr.  Chambers'  ac- 
tivities touch  virtually  on  the  life  of  every  in- 
dividual. As  active  partner  in  H.  L.  Cham- 
bers and  Son — "The  House  of  a  Million  Items" 
— Mr.  Chambers  buys,  sells  or  trades  mer- 
chandise used  in  homes,  offices,  stores,  indus- 
trial plants,  public  institutions,  churches,  re- 
pair shops  and  practically  all  other  places.  As 
a  citizen  active  in  the  community,  he  partici- 
pates in  all  important  events  and  projects,  and 
is  especially  well  known  in  work  on  behalf  of 
boys,  in  civic  organization  programs  and  in 
church  and  fraternal  circles,  not  to  mention 
the  recreational  field. 

Born  on  September  22,  1914,  at  Blooming- 
ton,  Mr.  Chambers  is  the  son  of  Harvey  Law- 
rence and  Nellie  Cecil  (Fenton)  Chambers. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Rantoul,  Illinois, 
founded  the  business  now  called  H.  L.  Cham- 
bers and  Son  in  1924.  He  is  still  active  in  this 
enterprise  and  in  the  community's  affairs. 
Nellie  Fenton  Chambers  was  born  in  Monte- 
zuma, Indiana.  Robert  L.  Chambers  was  edu- 
cated in  Bloomington's  elementary  and  high 
schools.  In  1932,  before  he  was  eighteen,  he 
went  into  his  father's  business  and  soon  was 
a  well  known  figure,  commercially  and  civic- 
ally.  In  1946,  he  became  his  father's  partner, 
and  in  this  capacity  continues  in  the  business, 
which  he  has  helped  to  make  one  of  the  best 
known  of  its  kind  in  Illinois.  The  "House  of 
a  Million  Items,"  as  the  store  is  known,  op- 
erates not  merely  in  McLean  County  but  in 
all  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The 
buying,  selling  and  trading  is  in  such  mer- 
chandise as  store  and  office  fixtures,  house- 
hold equipment,  machinery  and  tools,  elec- 
trical appliances.  The  business  is  located  at 
336  South  Main  Street,  Bloomington. 

Robert  Lawrence  Chambers  married  Vivian 
Jane  Freeman,  also  a  native  of  Bloomington, 
on  November  20,  1938.  Mrs.  Chambers  is  the 
daughter  of  Litney  Caleb  and  Emma  (Yoder) 
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Freeman.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  Bloom- 
ington and  was  a  chiropractor,  died  in  1947; 
her  mother,  a  native  of  Danvers,  McLean 
County,  died  in  1945.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers 
have  three  children — Lawrence  Nathan  Cham- 
bers, who  was  born  on  May  4,  1941;  Linda  Jo 
Chambers,  born  on  October  29,  1942,  and 
Laura  Lee  Chambers,  born  on  February  5, 
1947.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers  and  their  child- 
ren reside  at  711  East  Taylor  Street,  Bloom- 
ington. They  worship  in  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  that  city. 

Mr.  Chambers  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  church.  He  is  equally  promi- 
nent in  the  lay  community.  He  has  worked  for 
twenty-three  consecutive  years  in  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  and  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Junior  Association 
of  Commerce  of  Bloomington.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Bloomington  Association  of 
Commerce,  the  Refrigeration  Engineering  So- 
ciety, the  Masonic  Order,  Order  of  DeMolay, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose,  the  Sportsman's  Club  of  Blooming- 
ton, the  Bloomington  Skeet  and  Trap  Shoot- 
ing Club,  and  the  National  Rifle  Association 
and  Camera  Club.  His  hobbies  include  pho- 
tography and  model  railroading,  while  his 
outdoor  recreations  embrace  motor  boating, 
target  shooting  and  motorcycling.  He  is  high- 
ly admired  in  the  community  and  lends  his 
influence  to  all  pi'aiseworthy  and  welfare 
programs. 

LLEWELLYN  JAMES  WILSON 

When  Llewellyn  James  Wilson  went  to 
work  for  the  Shidler  Construction  Material 
Company  at  Kankakee,  his  position  was  that 
of  bookkeeper.  Within  three  years  he  was 
secretary  and  treasurer  and  manager  of  the 
company.  These  are  the  offices  he  occupies 
today  in  the  well-known  construction  mate- 
rials concern,  founded  three  decades  ago.  Mr. 
Wilson  is  active  not  only  in  the  business  life  of 
Kankakee,   but   also  in   its  civic  affairs. 

He  was  born  at  Gardner,  in  Grundy  Coun- 
ty, the  son  of  James  S.  and  Anna  C.  (Ander- 
son) Wilson.  His  father,  who  was  born  at 
Clark  City,  Illinois,  is*  now  a  farmer  at  Gard- 
ner. The  mother  is  also  a  native  of  Gardner. 
Llewellyn  Wilson,  who  is  the  only  child  of  his 
parents,  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high 
schools  at  Gardner  and  at  the  Gallagher  Busi- 
ness College  in  Kankakee.  In  June,  1936, 
when  he  was  graduated  from  the  business 
college,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Shid- 
ler Construction  Company  as  bookkeeper.  In 
1939,    he    assumed   the    offices    of    secretary, 


treasurer  and  manager  which  he  occupies  to- 
day. The  company  was  founded  by  Frank 
Shidler  and  Morgan  J.  Jackson  in  1919.  In 
1929  Mr.  Shidler  formed  the  Triangle  Con- 
struction Company.  The  two  partners,  Mr. 
Shidler  and  Mr.  Jackson,  dissolved  their  orig- 
inal partnership  and  jointly  incorporated  the 
two  concerns.  Mr  Shidler  died  in  1935  and 
his  son,  Leslie  Shidler,  took  over.  Today  Mr. 
Jackson's  widow,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Jackson,  and 
her  two  sons,  Richard  M.  and  Donald  J.  Jack- 
son,   control    the    companies. 

On  November  25,  1936,  Mr.  Wilson,  who 
had  already  begun  making  his  influence  felt 
in  the  Shidler  Construction  Company  and  who 
since  assuming  the  managership  has  guided  it 
to  its  present  success,  married  Ina  S.  Chris- 
tenson,  who  is  another  native  of  Gardner.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  three  children — Lou 
Ann  Wilson,  born  on  June  6,  1941,  and  James 
and  Jack  Wilson,  twins,  born  on  October  23, 
1943.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  active  in  the  work  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Wilson,  also  a 
member  of  that  church,  belongs,  in  addition, 
to  the  Kankakee  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Kankakee 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  His  office 
address  is  608  Osborn  Avenue,  Kankakee.  As 
executive  of  a  construction  materials  con- 
cern, he  is  participating  on  a  large  scale  in  the 
postwar  development  of  Kankakee  and  in  the 
great  construction  program  of  housing  and 
other  structures  needed  to  maintain  the  na- 
tion's equilibrium  and  welfare. 

HON.  JOSEPH  FARRIS 

Springfield  will  long  remember  the  indus- 
trialist and  public  servant  who  did  so  much 
to  build  the  capital  into  its  present  greatness 
not  only  as  the  seat  of  Illinois'  government 
but  also  as  a  place  which  business  men  find 
profitable  and  home  folk  find  attractive  as  a 
residential  and  recreational  center.  This  great 
man  is  the  late  Joseph  Farris,  Sr.,  known  for 
many  years  as  "The  Little  Giant"  of  the  Sec- 
ond Ward.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  busi- 
ness known  as  the  Farris  Furnace  Company 
and  served  the  city  as  an  Alderman.  Three  of 
his  sons  have  also  had  a  hand  in  building  this 
company  and  in  aiding  the  build-a-better- 
Springfield  program — George,  the  late  Charles 
and  Joseph  Farris,  II.  The  latter  now  is  ac- 
tively in  charge  of  the  business,  and  is  one  of 
the  foremost  citizens  of  the  capital. 

The  late  Joseph  Farris,  was  born  in  Lo- 
gansport,  Indiana,  on  October  22,  1863,  and, 
coming  to  Illinois  in  his  youth,  settled  in 
Springfield.    There  he  entered  the  employ  of 
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Joseph  Lamb,  owner  of  the  Aetna  Foundry. 
Here  he  learned  the  foundry  business  and 
here  he  remained  until  the  owner  retired. 
Then,  in  January,  1898,  Joseph  Farris,  Sr., 
founded  the  Capitol  Foundry.  The  business 
grew  rapidly.  In  1915,  Mr.  Farris  established 
the  Farris  Furnace  Company,  absorbing  the 
Capitol  Foundry  into  it.  At  that  time  he  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  home  furnaces  and 
other  heating  equipment  so  popular  with 
householders  and  business  men  today.  In  the 
course  of  his  final  years,  Mr.  Farris  took  into 
the  business  his  three  sons.  George  Farris, 
the  older  son,  is  virtually  retired  and  Charles 
Farris  is  deceased.  Joseph  Farris,  II,  as  gen- 
eral manager,  continues  building  the  firm.  He 
now  has  the  assistance  of  his  son,  Joseph  Far- 
ris, III,  who,  like  the  others  of  the  family,  is 
developing  a  reputation  in  the  furnace  world 
and  in  the  civic  and  social  life  of  Springfield. 

Joseph  Farris,  II,  was  born  in  Springfield 
on  November  8,  1896.  He  married  Louise 
Houston  on  April  10,  1915,  and  has  four 
children.  The  oldest  of  these  is  Joseph  Far- 
ris, III,  the  others  being,  in  the  order  of 
their  birth,  Robert,  Kenneth  and  Mary  Ellen 
Farris.  Joseph  Farris,  II,  joined  his  father 
in  business  when  he  was  fourteen  years  old. 
The  father  was  then  operating  the  foundry, 
and  he  participated  in  the  program  of  con- 
verting the  business  and  plant  to  the  making 
of  home  furnaces  and  other  heating  equip- 
ment. 

Joseph  Farris  was  so  interested  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  city  that  he  gave  much  time 
to  public  affairs,  giving  such  leadership  as  to 
become  famed  as  "The  Little  Giant"  of  the 
Second  Ward.  He  represented  that  ward  on 
the  City  Board  of  Aldermen  several  times. 
He  died  on  February  7,  1928,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four,  and  his  name  is  honored  today 
by  a  citizenry  who  gratefully  remember  the 
great  contribution  he  made  to  its  prosperity 
and  growth.  Similarly  honored  are  the  sons 
and  grandsons  who  have  done  their  share  to 
develop  a  great  city  and   industry. 

LAWRENCE  IRVING  FULTON 

When  Lawrence  Irving  Fulton  began  driv- 
ing a  truck  for  the  Mattoon  Ice  Cream  and 
Dairy  Company  at  Mattoon  in  1923,  little  did 
he  know  that  someday  he  would  be  manager 
for  a  big  corporation,  a  leader  in  the  food  in- 
dustry that  would  someday  take  over  the  Mat- 
toon firm.  But  that  is  what  happened  and 
since  1930  Mr.  Fulton  has  been  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Mattoon  Division  of  the  Beat- 
rice  Foods   Company,   the   man   credited  with 


the  tremendous  growth  in  popularity  of  Mea- 
dow Gold  dairy  products  in  a  vast  portion  of 
Illinois.  Mr.  Fulton  is  not  only  a  noted  figure 
in  the  dairy  industry  but  is  well  known  in  the 
real  estate  business,  in  agriculture  in  general, 
financing  operations  and  in  endeavors  aimed 
at  development  of  Coles  County. 

Mr.  Fulton  is  a  native  of  Coles  County,  hav- 
ing been  born  there  on  April  2,  1894.  His 
father,  a  farmer,  was  John  W.  Fulton,  born 
at  Burlington,  Iowa.  He  settled  in  Coles  Coun- 
ty in  1872,  engaging  in  farming  four  miles 
west  of  Mattoon.  The  dairyman's  mother  was 
the  former  Sarah  E.  Collier. 

After  Lawrence  Fulton  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  the  rural  schools  of  Coles  County,  he 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1922  he  moved  into 
Mattoon  from  the  farm  and  started  working 
as  an  independent  ditching  contractor. 

In  1923  he  took  a  job  driving  a  truck  for 
the  Mattoon  Ice  Cream  and  Dairy  Company. 
Four  years  later  he  was  promoted  to  plant 
superintendent  and  in  1930  was  made  man- 
ager of  the  Mattoon  Ice  Cream  Company,  suc- 
cessor to  the  Mattoon  Ice  Cream  and  Dairy 
Company.  In  1928  the  Beatrice  Foods  Com- 
pany had  acquired  the  business  of  the  Mat- 
toon company  and  in  1930  Mr.  Fulton  was 
made  manager  of  the  Mattoon  Division  of 
Beatrice  Foods  Company,  and  has  since  re- 
tained that  position.  Under  his  management 
the  Mattoon  plant  has  grown  from  seven  em- 
ployees in  1930  to  105  in  1949,  of  whom  ten 
are  in  the  branch  plant  at  Vandalia  and  thir- 
teen in  the  branch  plant  in  Charleston.  The 
Mattoon  territory,  headed  by  Mr.  Fulton,  is 
now  servicing  Meadow  Gold  dairy  products 
through  south  central  Illinois  from  Charles- 
ton east  to  within  25  miles  of  St.  Louis  west. 

On  January  8,  1921,  about  a  year  before 
Mr.  Fulton  left  the  farm  and  moved  into  Mat- 
toon, he  married  Alice  Dora  Anderson,  the 
daughter  of  Jon  W.  and  Ora  Anderson.  A 
school  teacher  who  was  later  office  man- 
ager of  the  Beatrice  Foods  Company  in  Mat 
toon,  Mrs.  Alice  Fulton  died  in  1947.  She  was 
belonged  to  the  Mattoon  Business  and  Pro- 
fessional Women's  Club,  was  past  worthy  ma- 
the  Coles  and  Moultrie  County  Farm  Bureaus, 
tron  of  the  Mattoon  Chapter  of  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star  and  was  also  active  in  the 
White  Shrine  and  the  Methodist  Church  and 
its  societies.  In  1949  Mr.  Fulton  married  Mrs. 
Harriet  Moody  Scott,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Emily  Moody.  The  second  Mrs.  Fulton 
is  also  prominent  in  the  area.  She  is  owner 
and  manager  of  a  farm  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Coles  County  Home  Bureau,  the  Mattoon 
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Coles  County  Home  Bureau,  the  Mattoon 
Women's  Club  and  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
Fulton  also  worships  at  the  Methodist  Church. 
He  and  his  wife  reside  at  1100  South  Fif- 
teenth Street,  in  Mattoon. 

Aside  from  the  dairy  industry  and  real  es- 
tate, Mr.  Fulton  is  interested  in  the  Mattoon 
Federal  Savings  and  Loan  Association  of 
which  he  is  a  director.  He  is  a  former  member 
t)f  the  Coles  County  Agricultural  Industrial 
Committee.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Mattoon 
Association  of  Commerce,  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Mattoon,  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  Mattoon;  the 
Mattoon  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
of  which  he  is  a  past  worthy  patron;  the 
White  Shrine,  in  which  he  is  past  watchman 
of  shepherds,  and  the  Mattoon  Sportsman's 
Club,  of  which  he  is  a  former  vice-president. 
It  has  been  written  of  Mr.  Fulton  that  he  is 
a  "family  man  who  likes  home  life.  He  es- 
pecially has  a  deep  feeling,  understanding  and 
interest  in  all  his  employees  and  friends 
which,  mixed  with  his  keen  business  acumen, 
makes  a  highly  successful  combination.  Ho 
has  the  faculty  of  driving  straight  to  the  core 
of  any  subject  under  discussion  and  for  that 
reason  is  an  interesting  conversationalist.  He 
possesses  a  quiet,  good  humor  which  is  the 
basis  of  his  good  disposition." 

JAMES  HOWARD  VAUGHN 

A  successful  operator  in  the  beverage  bot- 
tling and  distribution  business  in  the  Logan 
County  area,  James  Howard  Vaughn  of  Lin- 
coln is  also  one  of  the  outstanding  citizens  of 
that  region,  serving  his  community  in  public 
affairs  and  in  business  and  other  organiza- 
tions. An  officer  of  World  War  II,  he  is 
also  active  in  veterans'  affairs. 

Mr.  Vaughn  was  born  in  Lincoln  on  July 
15,  1910,  the  son  of  the  late  Howard  Vaughn, 
who  was  also  a  beverage  distributor,  and 
Edna  (Gilson)  Vaughn.  He  was  one  of  two 
children  born  to  his  parents,  having  had  a 
sister,  Clyta,  now  deceased.  Howard  Vaughn, 
the  father,  was  born  on  an  Illinois  farm  in 
July,  1876.  Always  interested  in  horses,  he 
spent  several  years  touring  from  county  fair 
to  county  fair,  with  race  horses.  In  his  youth 
he  worked  on  farms.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  twentieth  century,  he  established  himself 
in  Lincoln,  purchasing  a  small  soft-drink  bot- 
tling company.  Soon  afterward,  he  acquired 
the  Coca-Cola  bottling  franchise.  To  this  he 
added  the  distributorship  in  Logan  County 
for  Reisch  beer.  This  was  long  before  the 
beginning  of  the  Prohibtion  era,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  few  beer  distributors  in  this  part 


of  the  country.  For  more  than  twenty-five 
years  Howard  Vaughn  was  also  a  wholesale 
candy  distributor.  He  disposed  of  the  candy 
business  in  1947,  two  years  before  his  death, 
because  he  needed  additional  warehouse  space 
for  his  beer  and  soft-drink  business.  James 
H.  Vaughn's  mother  was  also  a  native  Illi- 
noisan. 

James  Vaughn  received  his  early  education 
in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Lincoln.  In 
1932,  he  was  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Illinois  at  Urbana,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  In  addition  to  liberal  arts 
courses,  he  had  also  taken  commercial  and 
law  courses.  Upon  leaving  the  university,  Mr. 
Vaughn  joined  his  father  in  the  Coca-Cola 
and  beer  business.  In  1941,  he  became  a  full 
partner  of  his  father's  and  since  his  father's 
death  on  September  29,  1949,  he  has  been  in 
complete  charge  of  the  enterprise.  Mr. 
Vaughn  employs  nine  persons  and  operates 
six  delivery  trucks.  His  business  covers  most 
of  Logan  County. 

Mr.  Vaughn  married  Virginia  Loomis  of  La- 
Grange,  Cook  County,  on  June  16,  1934.  They 
have  three  daughters — Sara  Jean  Vaughn, 
born  in  1936;  Susan  Vaughn,  born  in  1939, 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Vaughn,  born  in  1947. 

Mr.  Vaughn  took  time  out  from  his  busi- 
ness in  World  War  II  to  serve  with  the  Unit- 
ed States  Navy.  He  was  in  the  service  from 
1944  to  1946,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant Senior  Grade.  He  saw  battle  action 
in  the  Pacific  Theater  of  Operations.  Today 
he  is  active  in  the  Lincoln  Posts  of  the  Amer- 
ican Legion  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  as  well  as  the  Amvets.  His  standing  in 
the  community  and  interest  in  law  enforce- 
ment and  crime  prevention  have  brought  him 
appointment  to  the  Lincoln  City  Police  Com- 
mission. In  1950  he  was  president  of  the  Ro- 
tary Club  of  Lincoln  and  he  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Lincoln 
Association  of  Commerce.  In  addition,  he 
belongs  to  the  Lincoln  Lodge,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  Sigma  Chi  Fra- 
ternity. His  hobby  is  work — work  in  his  busi- 
ness as  well  as  work  in  the  community — 
and  this  perhaps  explains  not  only  his  success 
but  his  popularity. 

FRANK  LOUIS  ROCHE 

Slim  and  Trim  Frocks,  Inc.,  is  the  intrigu- 
ing and  whimsical  name  of  a  Bloomington 
manufacturing  concern  whose  products  "cover" 
the  United  States — or  at  least  cover,  in  cotton 
work  dresses,  many  of  the  women  of  the 
United  States.    The  founder  and  president  of 
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this  company  is  a  man  long  experienced  in 
the  apparel  manufacturing  field  and  a  leading 
personality  in  that  field  and  his  community — 
Frank  Louis  Roche. 

Mr.  Roche  was  born  on  January  2,  1908,  at 
Decatur,  the  community  in  which  he  still 
makes  his  home  and  where  he  still  does  busi- 
ness. His  parents  were  Richard  Frank  Roche, 
a  native  of  Ivesdale,  Champaign  County,  and 
an  engineer  who  died  in  1942,  and  Flora  Tem- 
ple (Cook)  Roche,  a  native  of  Circleville,  Ohio, 
who  died  in  1949. 

Frank  L.  Roche  received  his  academic  educa- 
tion in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of 
Decatur  and  then  took  a  general  course  in 
business  administration  at  LaSalle  and 
Brown's  Business  College,  Decatur.  For  twen- 
ty-one years  after  completing  his  education  he 
was  with  the  Home  Manufacturing  Company 
of  Decatur  and  at  the  time  he  left  late  in 
1944  he  was  not  only  plant  superintendent 
but  also  secretary  of  the  corporation.  He 
resigned  to  organize  his  own  business.  In 
January,  1945,  he  established  his  present  en- 
terprise, but  he  first  called  it  the  Frank  L. 
Roche  Company  and  its  headquarters  were 
Decatur.  After  six  months  of  operation,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Roche  changed  the  name  to  Slim 
and  Trim  Frocks,  Inc.,  and  opened  up  a  plant 
in  Bloomington.  He  has  become  one  of  the  large 
employers  in  McLean  County  and  an  outstand- 
ing figure  in  the  entire  region.  His  payroll 
totals  187  and,  as  indicated  before,  the  cotton 
work  dresses  made  for  women  in  the  Blooming- 
ton  and  Decatur  plants  are  sold  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States. 

On  July  30,  1934,  at  Decatur,  Mr.  Roche 
married  Hattie  Besalski,  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  at  an  early  age  came  to  the  United  States 
and  Illinois  with  her  parents,  William  Besal- 
ski, a  moulder,  and  Caroline  (Schwartz) 
Besalski,  both  also,  of  course,  natives  of  Ger- 
many. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roche  are  the  parents  of 
three  children — Joan  Kay  Roche,  who  was 
born  on  July  30,  1937;  Patsy  Rae  Roche,  born 
on  January  28,  1939,  and  Frances  Louise  Roche, 
born  on  April  17,  1943.  The  family  home,  at 
Decatur,  bears  the  post  office  address  of  R.F.D. 
No.  4,  Box  17.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roche,  with 
their  children,  worship  in  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mr.  Roche  is  active  in  the  civic  life  of  both 
Decatur  and  Bloomington.  He  is  a  member 
of  such  organizations  as  the  Decatur  Associa- 
tion of  Commerce,  the  Bloomington  Associa- 
tion of  Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Deca- 
tur and  the  Young  Men's  Business  Club  of 
Bloomington.     He  is  contributing  to  the  eco- 


nomic, industrial  and  civic  welfare  of  the  en- 
tire region. 

CARL  HARDING  OZEE 

It  is  problematical  whether  anyone  in  the 
transportation  industry  anywhere  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  not  heard  of  Carl  Harding  Ozee 
of  Mattoon.  President  of  the  Hayes  Freight 
Lines  and  of  Ozee  Terminals,  Inc.,  both  head- 
quartered in  Mattoon,  Mr.  Ozee  is  a  leader 
in  motor  freight  and  trucking  organizations 
in  the  State  and  nation.  He  is  also  inter- 
ested in  hotel  management  and  outside  the 
business  world  has  taken  such  an  active  part 
in  city  and  county  public  affairs  as  to  have 
served  Mattoon  as  Mayor  and  Coles  County 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and 
in  World  War  II  served  the  nation  as  a  civi- 
lian advisor  in  the  vital  field  of  logistics,  not 
to  mention  war  financing  efforts  in  both 
World  War  I  and  World  War  II. 

Born  on  a  farm  near  Mattoon  on  June  10, 
1883,  Carl  Harding  Ozee  is  the  son  of  H.  M. 
(Mike)  Ozee,  who  was  also  prominent  in  Coles 
County,  and  Georgia  (Sawyer)  Ozee.  His 
father,  born  near  Leavenworth,  Indiana,  on 
November  19,  1846,  moved  to  the  farm  near 
Mattoon  when  he  was  sixteen,  with  his  par- 
ents. Almost  immediately  he  went  to  work 
for  the  Government  in  the  horse  hospital  at 
Camp  Grant,  then  near  Mattoon.  At  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War  he  began  farming  and  stock 
raising.  He  served  as  a  school  director,  su- 
pervisor and  highway  commissioner  in  the 
county.  Mrs.  Ozee,  educated  at  Lee's  Acad- 
emy, was  a  school  teacher.  Her  parents  were 
Charles  and  Martha  Sawyer.  She  and  H.  M. 
Ozee  were  married  on  March   1,   1877. 

C.  H.  Ozee  attended  the  grade,  schools  at 
Trilla  and  Mattoon  and  during  vacations 
worked  on  the  farm  On  October  1,  1903,  he 
began  work  as  a  clerk  in  the  Mattoon  Post 
Office,  having  previously  taken  the  Civil  Serv- 
ice examination.  After  a  year  in  the  post 
office,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Railway  Mail 
Service,  with  which  he  served  seven  years. 
In  1911  Mr.  Ozee  became  associated  with 
George  W.  Hayes,  then  sole  owner  of  Hayes 
Freight  Lines,  by  purchasing  a  half  interest 
in  the  business  and  assuming  active  manage- 
ment. The  company  was  at  the  time  a  small 
enterprise  with  purely  local  activities  gross- 
ing about  $8,000  a  year.  With  the  coming 
of  hard  surfaced  roads  and  motor  trucks,  Mr. 
Ozee  was  able  to  develop  the  business  until 
today  it  is  one  of  the  larger  motor  carriers 
of  the  nation,  employing  more  than  2000  per- 
sons.    The    other   company    Mr.    Ozee    heads, 
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Ozee  Terminals,  Inc.,  furnishes  terminal  and 
other  facilities  to  motor  carriers.  He  is  also 
on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  U.  S.  Grant 
Hotel  in  Mattoon.  He  is  a  past  president  and 
current  director  of  the  Central  Motor  Freight 
Association  and  a  director  of  the  American 
Trucking  Association  and  the  Motor*  Carrier 
Conference  of  Illinois. 

On  October  10,  1905,  at  Mattoon,  Mr.  Ozee 
married  Rose  Agnes  Hayes,  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Florence  Hayes.  Mrs  Ozee 
has  been  active  in  the  Parent-Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation, the  Red  Cross,  the  Federated  Club, 
United  Charities,  the  cancer  and  infantile  pa- 
ralysis fund  raising  campaigns  and  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  Three  daughters  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ozee — Mrs.  Marian  G.  Bock, 
wife  of  George  W.  Bock  and  mother  of  Mrs. 
Carleen  Bock  Icenogle,  Jacquelin  and  Marlyn 
Bock;  Mrs.  Martha  M.  Bowen,  wife  of  Harold 
G.  Bowen  and  mother  of  Susan,  Peter,  Steph- 
en and  Marc  Bowen;  and  Mrs.  Margaret  E. 
Daily,  wife  of  Wayne  L.  Daily  and  mother 
of  Linda,  Carl  and  Martin  Daily.  The  family 
home  is  at  501  South  Sixteenth  Street,  Mat- 
toon. 

Mr.  Ozee's  daughters  are  stockholders  and 
members  of  the  boards  of  directors  of  Hayes 
Freight  Lines  and  Ozee  Terminals,  Inc  Mr. 
Ozee,  in  addition  to  serving  as  County  Super- 
visor and  Mattoon's  Mayor,  has  been  an  alder- 
man in  Mattoon.  In  World  War  II  he  was  a 
special  consultant  to  the  Army  Transporta- 
tion Corps  in  the  planning  of  highways  and 
the  movement  of  materials  from  Army  base  or 
shipside  to  the  front  lines.  He  is  a  chai'ter 
member  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Mattoon  and 
of  the  Mattoon  Association  of  Commerce.  Ac- 
tively identified  with  the  Methodist  Church 
since  childhood,  Mr.  Ozee  has  served  in  vir- 
tually every  position  in  the  church  and 
church  school  and  is  at  present  chairman  of 
the  board  of  trustees  and  member  of  the  fi- 
nance committee.  He  has  always  "taken  an 
active  part  in  politics  with  a  definite  Repub- 
lican viewpoint."  Mr.  Ozee's  principal  hobby 
is  traveling  and,  with  Mrs.  Ozee,  he  has  visited 
the  principal  places  in  the  United  States, 
Mexico,  Canada,  South  America  and  the  West 
Indies.  Physically  he  is  the  "rugged  type, 
six  feet  one-half  inch  tall,  weighing  210 
pounds,  with  a  mild  disposition  and  a  feeling 
for  the  common  man." 

JACK  AUSTIN,  B.Ed.,  LL.B. 

Of  growing  importance  and  influence  and 
prestige  in  Central  Illinois  is  the  law  firm  of 
Ryan   and   Austin,    1601    Broadway,   Mattoon. 


The  younger  member  of  this  firm  is  Jack  Aus- 
tin, who,  like  his  partner,  is  a  native  of  Illi- 
nois. Mr.  Austin,  a  veteran  of  World  War  II, 
is  prominent  in  ex-servicemen's  organizations, 
in  banking  and  in  civic  enterprises  in  gen- 
eral, and  is  a  popular  citizen  of  Coles  County. 

Born  in  Decatur  on  December  26,  1914,  Mr. 
Austin  is  the  son  of  Charles  O.  and  Olive  E. 
(Peppers)  Austin.  Both  his  parents  were  born 
in  Ashmore,  another  Coles  County  commu- 
nity. His  mother  is  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Jane  (Carter)  Peppers.  Jack  Austin  went 
through  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of 
Charleston,  the  county  seat,  and  then  entered 
Eastern  Illinois  State  College  at  Charleston, 
in  1932.  Four  years  later  he  was  awarded 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Education.  For  a 
time  he  taught  school,  but  then,  deciding  to 
study  law,  matriculated  at  the  University  of 
Illinois  in  Urbana.  In  1941  he  took  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Admitted  to  the 
Illinois  State  Bar  that  year,  Mr.  Austin  went 
on  the  staff  of  the  legal  department  of  the 
Gulf  Refining  Company  immediately  after- 
ward. About  six  months  later — on  Decem- 
ber 28,  1941 — however,  he  went  into  the 
United  States  Army,  and  was  attached  to  the 
Field  Artillery  Corps,  in  which  he  rose  step 
by  step  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
He  served  as  Field  Artillery  Combat  Bat- 
talion Commander  in  England,  France,  Bel- 
gium, Holland,  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia. 
Separated  from  the  service  as  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in  April,  1946,  Mr  Austin  returned 
to  the  legal  staff  of  the  Gulf  Refining  Com- 
pany. Later  in  1946,  he  resigned  the  oil  com- 
pany post  and  formed  his  partnership  with 
Willis  Pierce  Ryan  (q.  v.),  the  well  known 
member  of  the  bar  who  is  former  Assistant 
State's  Attorney  for  Coles  County  and  is  now 
serving  as  City  Attorney  of  the  City  of  Mat- 
toon. Their  firm,  Ryan  and  Austin,  has  be- 
come one  of  the  best  known  in  Coles  County. 
In  addition  to  practicing  law  Mr.  Austin 
serves  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Ashmore  State  Bank  at  Ashmore.  He 
was  elected  to  the  board  in  1936. 

On  July  10,  1943,  at  Annapolis,  Maryland, 
Mr.  Austin  married  Rachel  E.  Lowery,  the 
daughter  of  G.  E.  and  Mary  Lowery.  They 
have  one  son,  Jack  Carter  Austin,  who  was 
born  on  Christmas  Day  in  1944,  and  a  baby 
daughter,  Barbara  Sue  Austin,  born  March  2, 
1950.  The  Austins  reside  at  107  Harrison 
Street,  in  Charleston,  and  worship  at  the 
Charleston  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Austin  is  a  deacon. 

Mr.   Austin,   a   Democrat,   is  active   in   the 
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Coles  County  Bar  Association,  the  Illinois 
State  Bar  Association,  the  American  Bar  As- 
sociation and  Phi  Alpha  Delta,  the  law  fra- 
ternity. Also,  he  belongs  to  the  American 
Legion  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars, 
the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Mattoon  and  the  Ma- 
sonic order.  Golf  is  his  favorite  sport  and 
photography  is  his  hobby.  He  has  won  a  posi- 
tion of  great  respect  in  the  community. 

JOHN  LUKE  JOHNSON 

When  John  Luke  Johnson  of  Marion  first 
went  to  work  in  the  ice  business,  it  was  in 
a  comparatively  primitive  state,  ice  being 
made  with  steam  power  and  drivers  having  to 
cut  blocks  for  their  customers  with  hatchets, 
saws  and  ice  picks.  Mr.  Johnson  is  one  of 
those  who  helped  modernize  the  business,  and 
he  is  now  head  of  the  Mai'ion  Ice  and  Coal 
Company  of  Marion,  a  concern  with  which  he 
learned  the  business  in  the  days  when  he  was 
earning  money  with  which  to  go  to  college. 
A  leading  figure  in  the  ice  business  in  South- 
ern Illinois,  he  is  well  known  in  Marion  and 
Williamson  County  for  his  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  at  Brookport,  Mas- 
sac County,  on  May  23,  1903,  the  son  of 
John  L.  and  Mary  P.  (Conney)  Johnson.  His 
father,  also  born  in  Illinois,  is  in  the  insur- 
ance business  in  Marion.  The  ice  industrialist 
began  his  schooling  in  Marion.  In  1923  he 
was  graduated  from  the  Marion  High  School 
and  for  the  next  two  years  he  worked  in  the 
local  ice  plant — the  plant  he  now  owns.  In 
the  semester  of  1925-26,  he  attended  the 
University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana,  after  which 
he  returned  to  his  ice  plant  job.  In  1927-28 
he  studied  at  Southern  Illinois  University  in 
Carbondale,  taking  a  general  academic  course. 
In  the  Spring  of  1928  he  again  returned  to 
his  job  with  the  ice  company,  and  since  then 
has  been  in  the  business  continuously.  Upon 
his  return  in  1928,  he  became  a  deliveryman, 
driving  a  horse  and  wagon.  Since  then  he  has 
been  through  every  phase  of  the  business, 
progressing  up  through  storage  engineer,  plat- 
form man,  chief  operator  and  superintendent 
of  the  plant.  He  held  the  superintendency 
from  1938  to  1940  Then,  in  1940,  he  took 
over  the  distribution  end  of  the  business, 
buying  a  fleet  of  trucks  on  which  he  employed 
twenty  men.  In  1945,  in  partnership  with  his 
wife,  he  took  over  the  plant,  buildings, 
grounds  and  all  other  phases  of  the  business 
and  today  he  and  Mrs.  Johnson  operate  the 
enterprise  as  the  Marion  Ice  and  Coal  Com- 
pany, of  which  Mr.  Johnson  is  president  and 


general  manager.  He  has  discontinued  the 
handling  of  coal  and  now,  in  addition  to  his 
large  retail  business,  does  a  small  wholesale 
business  in  ice.  Twenty  persons  are  employed 
in  the  plant.  His  machinery  is  modern  in 
every  respect,  and  the  plant  has  a  forty-ton 
daily  capacity.  Mr.  Johnson  operates  eight 
trucks.  Among  his  outside  business  interests 
is  real  estate.  He  owns  a  considerable  amount 
of  residential  property. 

Mrs.  Johnson  is  the  former  Elsie  Foster, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Foster  of 
Marion.  The  marriage  took  place  on  Septem- 
ber 11,  1926,  and  five  children  have  been 
born  to  the  Johnsons — Robert  Paul,  James 
W.,  Carroll  Ann,  John  Kenneth  and  Linda 
Lou.    The  family  attends  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the  Marion 
Lodges,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  the  Marion 
Aerie,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  the  Masonic 
order,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree, and  the  Marion  Country  Club,  in  which 
he  is  a  former  director.  He  is  a  Republican. 
Hunting  and  fishing  are  his  hobbies.  By  giv- 
ing Marion  a  modern  ice  plant  and  by  parti- 
cipating in  civic  events,  Mr.  Johnson  has  been 
taking  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to 
serve  his  native  State. 

SAUL   (RED)   YAFFE 

The  state's  capital,  Springfield,  is  the  scene 
of  the  operations  of  a  family  which  for  years 
has  contributed  to  the  industrial  and  commer- 
cial growth  of  Sangamon  County — the  Yaffe. 
An  outstanding  member  of  this  family,  Saul 
Yaffe  is  a  dominant  figure  in  the  H  and  I 
Shirt  Laundry,  one  of  the  largest  in  its  field 
in  Springfield.  He  is  also  active  in  the  com- 
munity at  large  and  among  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple of  the  city. 

Mr.  Yaffe,  known  affectionately  to  rela- 
tives, friends,  associates  and  customers  as 
"Red,"  was  born  in  Springfield  on  July  23, 
1908,  and  was  educated  in  that  city's  elemen- 
tary and  high  schools.  At  the  age  of  ten, 
when  he  was  still  in  grade  school,  he  began 
working  in  his  leisure  hours  as  a  bread  wrap- 
per in  a  bakery.  He  did  this  and  other  after- 
school  work  until  he  was  thirteen.  Then  he 
was  employed  as  a  clerk  and  repairman  in  a 
jewelry  store  for  nine  years.  Subsequently, 
he  moved  to  Chicago  and  for  eight  years 
drove  a  bakery  truck  there.  In  1941,  his  two 
brothers-in-law,  Harry  and  Isadore  Ichkowsky, 
founded  the  H  and  I  Laundry  in  Springfield. 
When  Isadore  Ichkowsky  was  drafted  into  the 
United  States  Army  for  World  War  II  service, 
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Saul  Yaffe  was  asked  to  return  to  Springfield 
and  take  over  one-half  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness. In  June,  1942,  Mr.  Yaffe  was  able  to 
comply,  and  since  then  has  been  active  in 
the    partnership. 

The  H  and  I  Shirt  Laundry  began  oper- 
ations with  one  washer  and  one  small  shirt 
press.  Soon  another  washer  and  another  shirt 
press,  both  more  modern,  were  purchased. 
Business  grew  so  rapidly  that  part  of  the  work 
had  to  be  sent  out  to  another  small  laundry. 
Shortly  afterward,  the  partners  bought  out 
the  other  small  laundry  and  moved  its  equip- 
ment to  their  own  shop.  In  1945,  they  bought 
their  present  building  at  400  South  Eleventh 
Street,  in  Springfield,  and  in  December,  1948, 
erected  an  additon  to  it,  installing  additional 
modern  equipment,  most  of  which  is  new. 
The  business  has  steadily  increased  until  at 
the  present  time  the  enterpi'ise  is  one  of  the 
leading  shirt  laundries  in  Springfield,  doing 
work  for  many  of  the  leading  families.  In 
1946  a  dry  cleaning  department  was  added. 
At  this  time  Mr.  Yaffe's  brother-in-law,  Isa- 
dore  Ichkowsky,  joined  the  partnership — in 
only  the  dry  cleaning  department — and  he 
owns  and  operates  his  own  trucks  for  pick-up 
and  delivery  service.  Altogether,  twenty-two 
girls  and  five  men  are  employed  in  all  the 
operations  of  the  H  and   I   Shirt   Laundry. 

Saul  Yaffe  married  Ida  Ichkowsky  in 
Springfield  on  October  5,  1930.  They  have 
two  children — Rita  Rose,  who  was  born  in 
1932,  and  Stanley  S.  Yaffe,  who  was  born 
in  1935.  The  family  worships  in  Temple 
B'nai  Abraham,  Springfield.  "Red"  Yaffe  is 
known  and  respected  throughout  Springfield 
and   Sangamon   County. 

O.  LLOYD  WELSH 

Once  a  farmer  and  the  official  farm  ad- 
viser to  two  of  Illinois'  counties,  0.  Lloyd 
Welsh  is  still  in  a  business  which  serves  the 
agricultural  interest  of  the  state,  though  also 
caring  for  the  needs  of  the  urban  communi- 
ties. He  is  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Prairie  Lumber  and  Fuel  Company  at 
Bloomington,  one  of  the  best  known  enter- 
prises in  its  field  in  Central  Illinois,  a  firm 
handling  feeds  and  fertilizer  as  well  as  lum- 
ber, coal  and  building  materials.  He  is  also 
vice-president  of  the  F.  S.  and  W.  Cob  Prod- 
ucts Company  of  Bloomington,  a  firm  deal- 
ing in  processing  corn  cobs  for  industry.  In 
the  community  at  large  Mr.  Welsh,  who  is  a 
veteran  of  World  War  I,  is  active  in  veterans' 
affairs  and  in  all  phases  of  civic  life,  in  which 
he  has  long  taken   a  leading  role.    He  is  also 


an  outstanding  figure  in  McLlean  County's 
and    Illinois'    agricultural    activities. 

Mr.  Welsh  was  born  near  Sciota,  McDo- 
nough  County,  on  June  29,  1899,  the  son 
of  Henry  Byron  and  Dora  (Hauser)  Welsh. 
Both  his  parents  were  also  natives  of  Sciota. 
His  father  died  in  1949,  his  mother  in  1933. 
O.  Lloyd  Welsh  began  his  education  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools  near  Sciota.  He  attended  the 
Eureka  College  Academy,  Iowa  State  College, 
Western  Illinois  State  Teachers  College,  and 
then  the  University  of  Illinois,  graduating  in 
1922  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 
Having  begun  life  as  a  farmer,  or  at  least  as  a 
farmer's  son,  Mr.  Welsh  returned  to  farming 
after  taking  his  degree,  and  for  eight  years 
worked  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  Then,  for  three 
years,  he  was  farm  adviser  for  Hancock  Coun- 
ty, with  headquarters  at  the  county  seat,  Car- 
thage. This  position  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
place  in  the  farm  loan  department  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
at  Peoria,  where  he  remained  seven  years. 
Five  years  as  farm  adviser  for  McLean  Coun- 
ty, with  headquarters  in  Bloomington,  fol- 
lowed. In  1947,  Mr.  Welsh  assumed  the  pres- 
idency and  general  managership  of  the  Prairie 
Lumber  and  Fuel  Company  and  has  since  de- 
voted himself  to  the  further  development  of 
this  large  concern  and  to  his  many  other  in- 
terests, including  the  F.  S.  and  W.  Cob  Prod- 
ucts Company.  The  Prairie  Lumber  and  Fuel 
Company  of  901  E.  Grove  St.,  Bloomington, 
is  a  retail  concern,  dealing  in  lumber,  coal, 
building  materials,  Purina  feeds  and  fertilizer 
and  operating  in  a  territory  with  a  twenty- 
live-mile  radius  of  Bloomington.  It  employs 
fourteen  men. 

Mr.  Welsh  married  Hazel  Jury,  a  native  of 
Washburn,  Illinois,  on  June  16,  1921.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Frank  O.  Jury,  also  a  native 
of  Washburn  and  a  farmer,  and  Margaret 
(Thompson)  Jury,  who  was  born  in  Rogers- 
ville,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welsh  have 
three  children — Lloyd  Byron  Welsh,  who  was 
born  on  October  26,  1922;  Donald  Leroy 
Welsh,  born  on  April  20,  1925,  and  Phyllis 
Dorene  Welsh,  born  on  September  16,  1929. 
The  family  home  is  at  2106  East  Taylor 
Street,  Bloomington,  and  the  family  church 
is  the   First   Christian   of   Bloomington. 

Mr.  Welsh  is  president  and  director  of  the 
Bloomington  Association  of  Commerce  and 
was  president  (1949)  of  the  Kiwanis  Club 
of  Bloomington.  He  was  also  vice-president 
of  the  Bloomnigton-Normal  Garden  Club.  He 
belongs  to  such  other  organizations  as  the 
Illinois   Agricultural    Association,    the    Illinois 
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Farm  Managers  Association,  the  McLean 
County  Farm  Bureau,  the  College  Alumni 
Club  of  Bloomington,  the  American  Legion, 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  Bloomington  Con- 
sistory. His  hobby  is  flowers.  He  is  a  popular 
and  effective  member  of  the  community. 

ALSON  W.  MODERT,  M.D. 

One  of  the  outstanding  medical  men  of 
Southern  Illinois  is  Dr.  Alson  W.  Modert  of 
Mount  Vernon,  in  Jefferson  County.  A  spe- 
cialist in  surgery  and  diagnostics,  Dr.  Modert 
is  chief  surgeon  of  the  Modert  Clinic  in  the 
Jefferson  County  seat.  In  the  Officers  Re- 
serve Corps  in  World  War  I,  Dr.  Modert  gave 
medical  service  under  the  Selective  Service 
System  in  World  War  II.  He  has  given  con- 
siderable leadership  to  civic  projects  and  to 
education  at  Mount  Vernon  and,  in  addition 
to  his  professional  and  civic  activities,  is  an 
officer  in  two  business  corporations.  Also,  he 
is  a  leading  figure  in  the  Baptist  Church. 

Dr.  Modert  was  born  at  Brunson,  Michigan, 
in  1890,  the  son  of  P.  M.  and  Louisa  (Rider) 
Modert.  His  father,  a  native  of  Branch  Coun- 
ty, Michigan,  was  a  builder  and  contractor 
and  was  the  son  of  Peter  Modert,  who  was 
born  at  Nuremberg,  Germany.  Louisa  Rider 
Modert  was  a  native  of  New  York  State  who 
settled  in  Coldwater,  Michigan,  seat  of  Branch 
County,  as  a  young  girl.  The  future  doctor 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Illinois.  Following  his  graduation 
from  high  school,  he  went  to  Loyola  Univer- 
sity in  Chicago,  where  he  took  both  the  de- 
grees of  Bachelor  of  Science  and  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  the  latter  in  1916.  In  1916  and 
1917  he  was  an  intern  at  the  Detroit  City 
Hospital.  Then  he  returned  to  Chicago  to 
became  associated  with  Dr.  De  Lee  at  the  Chi- 
cago Lying-in  Hospital.  Since  leaving  Chi- 
cago, he  has  been  a  prominent  figure  in 
Southern  Illinois.  In  the  first  ten  years  in 
this  section,  he  was  chief  surgeon  at  the 
Union  Hospital  at  West  Frankfort.  From  1929 
through  1939  he  was  County  Physician  of 
Franklin  County.  In  1920,  Dr.  Modert  estab- 
lished himself  at  Mount  Vernon,  founding  the 
Modert  Clinic  in  1939.  He  has  been  its  chief 
surgeon  ever  since.  In  World  War  II,  he  was 
examining  surgeon  in  the  Surgical  Divisions 
of  the  Selective  Service  System  and  its  Ap- 
peal Board.  At  present,  he  holds  the  offices 
of  vice-president  in  the  Tri-State  Gas  Corpo- 
ration and  the  Sunderland  Acceptance  Corpo- 
ration at  Mount  Vernon. 

Dr.  Modert  married  Eleanor  Davis  of 
Broughton,  in  Hamilton  County,  and  two  sons 


and  two  daughters  have  been  born  to  them — 
Dr.  Jean  Maximilian  Modert,  who  was  a  Ma- 
jor in  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps 
in  World  War  II,  serving  in  the  European 
Theater  of  Operations  and  later  with  the 
Army  of  Occupation  in  Japan  and  who  mar- 
ried Reta  Lemoine  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri; 
Dr.  Alson  W.  Modert,  Jr.,  who  served  as  an 
x-ray  specialist  with  the  Naval  Base  Hospital 
at  Oakland,  California,  in  World  War  II  and 
who  married  Betty  Jo  Schrader;  Eleanor  Max- 
ine  Modert,  R.  N.,  now  chief  nurse  at  the 
Modert  Clinic  and  formerly  at  the  Missouri 
Baptist  Hospital  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  who 
served  as  a  First  Lieutenant  with  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps  in  the  Pacific  Theater  of  Oper- 
ations in  World  War  II;  and  Rosemary  Mod- 
ert, R.  N.,  also  of  the  Modert  Clinic  and 
formerly  of  the  St.  John's  Hospital  of  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  who  in  World  War  II  was  a 
Cadet  Nurse.  The  family,  which  lives  at  1006 
South  Twelfth  Street,  Mount  Vernon,  wor- 
ships in  the  Baptist  Church.  Dr.  Modert, 
prominent  in  the  church,  has  held  various 
offices,  including  the  presidency,  in  the  Bap- 
tist Young  Peoples  Union  and  for  more  than 
five  years  taught  in  the  Sunday  School. 

A  lifelong  Republican,  Dr.  Modert  has  been 
active  in  public  projects  He  was  president 
of  the  Mount  Vernon  Public  School  Board  for 
nine  years,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association,  the  Mount  Vernon 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club  and 
the  Masonic  order,  including  the  Shrine.  He 
has  an  enviable  reputation  as  medical  man 
and    citizen. 

HAROLD  CLYDE  JONES,  LL.B. 

An  attorney  representing  banking  institu- 
tions, railroads  and  other  corporations,  as  well 
as  numerous  important  individuals,  Harold 
Clyde  Jones  of  Tuscola  has  become  one  of 
the  outstanding  members  of  the  Illinois  bar. 
He  is  former  State's  Attorney  for  Douglas 
County  and  former  corporation  counsel  for 
three  other  of  Douglas  County's  cities.  He 
is  a  landowner  in  the  county  and  is  interested 
in  mining  developments  in  the  State  of  Ari- 
zona. His  law  firm  is  Nichols  and  Jones  of 
Tuscola. 

Born  in  Carlinville,  Macoupin  County,  on 
December  15,1907,  Mr.  Jones  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  H.  and  Floy  (Bonebrake)  Jones.  His 
father,  a  drainage  contractor  born  in  Osage 
County,  Missouri,  was  of  Welsh  descent.  The 
mother,  also  a  Missourian  by  birth,  was  the 
daughter  of  W.  S.  and  Mary  Bonebrake.  The 
attorney   received    his   pre-legal   education   at 
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the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1929.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1932,  the  same  university  awarded  him 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  in  April, 
1932,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Illinois  State 
Bar.  Mr.  Jones'  career  began  long  before 
he  became  a  lawyer,  for,  it  being  necessary 
for  him  to  earn  funds  for  all  his  expenses 
while  attending  school,  he  worked  eight  hours 
a  day  on  jobs  which  added  to  the  strenuous- 
ness  of  an  existence  which  included  earnest 
and  assiduous  study.  After  his  admission  to 
the  bar,  Mr.  Jones  practiced  in  Chicago  a 
few  months.  In  July,  1932,  he  moved  to  Villa 
Grove  in  Douglas  County,  where  he  opened  his 
own  office.  In  March,  1935,  Mr  Jones  be- 
came associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Cotton 
and  Nichols  (Robert  F.  Cotton-George  E. 
Nichols),  with  offices  in  Tuscola,  seat  of 
Douglas  County,  and  Paris,  seat  of  Edgar 
County.  On  July  1,  1940,  he  and  Mr.  Nichols 
joined  to  form  their  present  law  firm,  Nichols 
and  Jones,  with  offices  in  Tuscola.  H.  J. 
McCown  became  an  associate  member  of  this 
firm  in  1949.  The  firm  represents  the  New- 
man Building  and  Loan  Association,  the  Villa 
Grove  Building  and  Loan  Association,  the 
First  Federal  Savings  and  Loan  Association 
of  Tuscola,  the  Corn  Belt  Building  and  Loan 
Association  of  Tuscola;  five  of  Douglas  Coun- 
ty's banks,  and  are  the  local  attorneys  for  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad,  the  Chicago  and 
Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  and  the  Baltimore 
and    Ohio    Railroad. 

On  November  1,  1930,  at  LeRoy,  McLean 
County,  Mr.  Jones  married  Lolita  Hattie 
Woodward,  the  daughter  of  Clayton  R.  and 
Hattie  (Mitchell)  Woodward.  Besides  her  so- 
cial activities  and  work  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  Mrs.  Jones  is  interested  in  house  de- 
signing and  interior  decorating.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  reside  at  600  East  South  Line,  Tuscola. 
Their  winter  home  is  Kings  Ranch,  Mesa, 
Arizona,  in  the  general  area  of  Mr.  Jones' 
mining  interests  Mr.  Jones  has  three  broth- 
ers and  a  sister — Paul  G.  Jones,  who  is  a 
professor  in  the  University  of  Illinois  College 
of  Engineering;  Wayne  S.  Jones,  attorney 
and  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Dillavou  and 
Jones  of  Paris;  Walter  L.  Jones  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  and  Mrs.  Reba  J.  Shake  of  Morri- 
sonville,  Illinois.  Two  of  the  brothers,  Paul 
and  Wayne,  like  the  Tuscola  attorney,  were 
also  required  to  earn  their  entire  way  through 
school.  Each  did  so  and,  in  addition,  was 
married  while  attending  the  university. 

Harold  C.  Jones  manages  his  farm  land  in 
Douglas    County    besides    practicing    law.     In 


1940,  he  became  State's  Attorney,  an  office 
he  held  for  two  terms,  until  1948;  he  did 
not  run  for  re-election.  Also,  he  was  corpora- 
tion counsel  for  Newman,  Villa  Grove  and 
Areola,  all  in  Douglas  County.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Villa  Grove  Lodge,  No.  885,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tuscola  Chapter, 
No.  66,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  the  Tri-City 
Country  Club;  the  Illinois  State  Bar  Associa- 
tion; the  American  Legion;  and  past  mem- 
ber of  the  Villa  Grove  Rotary  Club,  of  which 
he  was  a  former  president.  His  member- 
ship in  the  American  Legion  derives  from 
his  Army  service  in  World  War  II.  Mr.  Jones 
entered  the  Army  in  1943,  as  a  private  and 
emerged  in  1946  as  a  First  Lieutenant.  He 
was  assigned  at  first  to  the  Anti-Aircraft 
Division,  Coast  Artillery,  and  was  trained  as  a 
radar  operator.  Later,  he  was  selected  for 
Judge-Advocate  General  School  and  after 
completion  of  his  training  was  commissioned 
a  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Judge-Advocate 
General's  Department  and  assigned  to  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  Great  Lakes  Division 
Subsequently,  he  was  appointed  real  estate 
claims  officer  for  the  Great  Lakes  Division 
and  the  Sixth  Service  Command.  Afterward, 
he  was  promoted  to  Chief  of  Acquisition 
Branch  for  Real  Estate  for  the  GLD  and 
6th  S.  C.  Mr.  Jones'  political  affiliation  is 
with  the  Republican  Party.  He  has  traveled 
extnsively  throughout  the  United  States  and 
is  a  student  of  Hindu  and  Chinese  philosophy. 
Oil  painting  is  another  hobby  and  still  another 
is  amateur  magic  and  sleight-of-hand.  Five 
feet  ten  inches  tall,  weighing  165  pounds 
with  dark  hair,  brown  eyes,  and  ruddy  com- 
plexion, Mr.  Jones  is  also  described  as  of 
"amiable  and  happy  disposition."  Douglas 
County  counts  him  among  its  most  valuable 
and   popular  citizens. 

JAMES  RANSOM  HOLBERT,  Ph.D. 

Dr.  James  Ransom  Holbert  of  Bloomington 
is  an  agricultural  scientist  who  has  special- 
ized in  the  breeding  of  disease  resistance  and 
good  agronomic  performance  in  hybrid  corn 
and  who,  through  his  long  interest  in  this 
field,  became  associated  with  the  Funk  Broth- 
ers Seed  Company  of  Bloomington  after  hav- 
ing done  considerable  botanical  and  agronomic 
research  for  the  Federal  Government.  With 
the  seed  concern  since  1915,  he  is  now  its  vice- 
president  and  general  manager.  He  is  a  leading 
figure  among  American  Agronomists  and  in 
the  in  the  national  seed  trade  and  in  the  agri- 
cultural world  in  general. 

Dr.    Holbert   was   born   near   Muncie,   Indi- 
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ana,  on  July  18,  1890,  the  son  of  George  L. 
Holbert,  a  farmer  who  was  born  in  West  Vir- 
ginia and  died  in  Indiana  in  1936,  and  Mary 
(Ross)  Holbert,  also  a  native  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, now  a  resident  of  Daleville,  Indiana. 
The  future  agricultural  scientist  and  business 
leader  began  his  education  in  the  rural  ele- 
mentary schools  of  Henry  County,  Indiana. 
Following  graduation  from  the  Cowan  (Indi- 
ana) High  School,  he  spent  two  semesters  at 
Indiana  University,  Bloomington,  continuing 
with  his  under-graduate  work  at  Purdue  Uni- 
versity, Lafayette,  Indiana.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  Purdue  in  1915,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Agriculture.  He  en- 
tered the  professional  field  in  1915,  but  con- 
tinued his  studies,  taking  graduate  work  in 
his  field  at  Purdue  University.  In  1918  Pur- 
due awarded  him  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Science.  Further  graduate  study  was  contin- 
ued at  the  University  of  Illinois  in  the  field 
of  plant  physiology  where  he  received  his 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  1926. 

For  three  months  following  his  graduation 
from  Purdue  in  1915,  Dr.  Holbert  was  as- 
signed to  research  on  cereal  diseases  by  the 
Federal  Government,  and  did  his  work  in  Min- 
nesota. In  September  of  that  year  he  joined 
the  staff  of  the  Funk  Brothers  Seed  Com- 
pany. From  1918  to  1936,  he  was  head  of  a 
group  organized  by  the  company  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  University  of  Illinois  to 
investigate  the  root,  stalk  and  ear  rot  diseases 
of  corn.  In  1937  he  assumed  his  present  dual 
office  of  vice-president  and  general  manager. 
Since  his  time  with  the  company  he  has  ex- 
tended its  prestige  and  operations  and  multi- 
plied its  services  to  the  farmers  and  the  na- 
tion. 

Dr.  Holbert  married  Bertha  Robei'ts  of  La- 
fayette, Indiana,  on  June  21,  1916.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Z.  Roberts. 
Her  father,  a  native  of  Indiana  and  a  mini- 
ster, is  now  deceased.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Holbert 
are  the  parents  of  a  daughter  and  son — Ruth, 
born  on  February  20,  1918,  now  the  wife  of 
Leon  Steele  and  the  mother  of  three  children; 
and  James  Roberts  Holbert,  who  was  born  on 
September  6,  1926.  The  Holbert  residence  is 
at  1105  Broadway,  Normal,  where  the  family 
is  prominent  socially.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Holbert 
worship  in  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church. 

Dr.  Holbert's  leadership  in  his  field  was 
recognized  by  the  American  Seed  Trade  Asso- 
ciation, which  called  him  to  its  presidency  for 
a  year.  He  continues  influential  as  a  member 


of  several  important  national  committees  in  the 
seed  industry.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Agronomy,  the  American 
Farm  Managers  Association,  the  Botanical 
Society  of  America,  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Bloomington  and  the  Masonic  order.  His  fra- 
ternities are  Alpha  Zeta,  Sigma  Xi  and  Alpha 
Tau  Alpha.  Photography  is  his  hobby.  His 
scientific  work  and  business  administrative 
abilities  are  recognized  in  the  agricultural 
world  as  having  enabled  him  to  make  a  dis- 
tinguished contribution  both  on  the  develop- 
ment and  distribution  of  hybrid  corn  and  to 
the  general  advancement  of  agriculture. 

DURWARD  MARTIN  NEWHOUSE 

In  Franklin  County  Durward  Martin  New- 
house  of  Benton  is  as  well  known  for  his 
activities  on  behalf  of  children  and  the  gen- 
eral welfare  as  for  his  business  leadership  and 
civic  work.  He  has  helped  children  in  numer- 
ous ways,  even  to  providing  homes  for  fami- 
lies unable  to  obtain  them  because  of  their 
youngsters.  His  leadership  extends  into  the 
agricultural  area,  where  he  maintains  a  farm. 
In  business,  he  is  the  founder  and  operator 
of  the  Newhouse  Lumber  Company  of  Ben- 
ton. 

Born  in  Tamaroa,  Perry  County,  on  March 
4,  1906,  Mr.  Newhouse  is  the  fifth  of  the 
sixteen  children  of  William  Frederick  and 
Frances  Elizabeth  (Hackney)  Newhouse.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  his  youth  and 
for  years  was  in  the  hardware  and  contracting 
business  at  Herrin.  Mrs.  Frances  Newhouse, 
of  Swedish  and  English  descent,  was  born 
near  Bible  Grove,  Illinois-  Mr.  Newhouse 
went  through  the  eight  grades  of  elemen- 
tary school  at  Sesser,  in  Franklin  County, 
and  three  years  of  high  school  at  Herrin. 
While  he  was  still  in  high  school  he  obtained 
his  first  job.  This  was  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, and  he  did  such  work  as  sweeping, 
picking  up  nails  and  feeding  the  horses  for 
the  Stotlar-Herrin  Lumber  Company.  He  left 
school  in  1923  and  has  since  been  in  every 
phase  of  the  lumber  business. 

In  1924  Mr.  Newhouse  left  Herrin  and 
went  to  Gary,  Indiana,  where  he  worked  as  a 
carpenter  for  one  year.  He  then  returned  to 
Benton.  On  May  30,  1926,  he  married  Dor- 
othy Louise  St.  Clair,  the  daughter  of  J.  A. 
and  Mattie  (McDade)  St.  Clair.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  them — Martha  Elizabeth, 
on  May  13,  1927,  now  Mrs.  Herbert  Kerley 
and  the  mother  of  Herbert  Richard  (Pete) 
Kerley;  and   Dorothy  Louise,   on  February  2, 
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L935,  who  in  1949  was  still  in  school  in  Ben- 
ton. Mrs.  Newhouse  and  the  daughters  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  1926,  when  he  returned  to  his  native 
area,  Mr.  Newhouse  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Biebel  Roofing  Company  at  Benton  as  a 
carpenter.  A  year  later  he  went  back  to  the 
employ  of  the  Stotlar-Herrin  Lumber  Com- 
pany, becoming  a  yard  man.  Subsequently,  he 
was  made  manager  of  the  Stotlar-Herrin  yard 
in    Benton,    and    this    position    he    held    until 

1938.  On  April  1,  1939,  Mr.  Newhouse  opened 
his  own  lumber  yard,  calling  his  business  the 
Newhouse  Lumber  Company.  For  a  time  he 
and  his  wife  operated  the  enterprise  alone. 
Today  Mrs.  Newhouse  is  still  the  bookkeeper 
and  office  manager,  but  there  are  nine  em- 
ployees. The  yard  is  completely  equipped, 
and  Mr.  Newhouse  has  extensive  shop  facili- 
ties and  a  mill.  He  salvages  all  waste  material 
from  the  yard  and  from  it  manufactures  floor 
sweep  and  butcher's  sawdust.  Also,  he  carrries 
a  complete  line  of  paint,  hardware  and  build- 
ing materials.  His  farm  in  Franklin  County 
consists  of  forty  acres.  In  addition  to  the 
crops  he  grows,  he  breeds  hogs  and  main- 
tains milk  cows.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Franklin  County  Farm  Bureau  since  the 
early  1930s.  In  the  county  seat  itself,  he  is 
a  charter  member  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Ben- 
ton. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  this 
club  and  has  served  as  its  secretary  and  treas- 
urer and  been  on  its  board  of  directors.  Also, 
he  is  well  known  in  Lions  International, 
having  been  a  regional  director.  A  member 
of  the   Benton   Chamber   of   Commerce   since 

1939,  he  was  a  director  for  four  years  and 
vice-president  in    1948. 

Bantam  chickens  are  a  hobby  of  Mr.  New- 
house's.  He  gives  away  as  many  as  150  a  year 
as  pets  for  children.  In  the  depression,  he 
took  needy  boys  under  the  age  of  fourteen 
to  football  and  basketball  games  and,  if  the 
need  arises  again,  will  repeat  this  service  to 
boyhood.  He  has  built  five  rental  houses  for 
families  with  children,  and  plans  a  greater 
number  These  activities  have  made  him  a 
popular  figure  in  Franklin  County. 

IVAN  REUAL  STUBBLEFIELD 

In  the  southwestern  corner  of  McLean 
County  is  the  tiny  community  of  Funks  Grove. 
There  the  Stubblefield  family  has  been  well 
known  for  years  and  there  on  April  11,  1889, 
was  born  a  member  of  the  family  destined  to 
achieve  tremendous  leadership  in  the  under- 
taking business,  in  the  financial  world  and  in 


civic  and  cultural  activities.  This  man  is  Ivan 
Reual  Stubblefield,  of  Normal.  He  is  the  foun- 
der and  managing  partner  of  the  Stubblefield 
Funeral  Home,  200  West  Ash  Street,  in  Nor- 
mal, with  whom  is  associated  in  the  business 
his   son,    Reual   Harbert   Stubblefield. 

Ivan  Reual  Stubblefield  was  born  at  Funks 
Grove  on  April  11,  1889,  the  event  taking 
place  on  his  father's  farm.  His  parents  were 
John  W.  and  Minnie  (Munsell)  Stubblefield. 
His  father,  also  a  native  of  Funks  Grove,  was 
a  livestock  breeder  and  dealer,  who  died  in 
1927.  The  mother,  a  native  of  Twin  Grove, 
died  in  1899.  Ivan  Stubblefield  received  his 
elementary  and  high  school  education  at  Nor- 
mal, his  commercial  education  at  Brown's 
Business  College  in  Bloomington  and  his  pro- 
fessional training  at  the  Cincinnati  College  of 
Mortuary  Science,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  For 
twelve  years  Mr.  Stubblefield  farmed  at 
Funks  Grove.  In  1925  he  established  the  Stub- 
blefield Funeral  Home  in  Normal,  and  he  has 
been  serving  that  college  community  and  the 
surrounding  area  with  ever-increasing  success 
since  that  time. 

Mr.  Stubblefield  married  Bessie  Harbert,  a 
native  of  Blooming  Grove,  and  one  son  was 
born  to  the  marriage  on  April  4,  1915 — Reuel 
Harbert  Stubblefield.  The  son,  who  is  now  his 
father's  partner  in  the  Stubblefield  Funeral 
Home,  married  Elinore  Mae  Carpenter  and  is 
the  father  of  two  daughters:  Judith  Ellen 
Stubblefield  and  Carol  Ann  Stubblefield.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ivan  R.  Stubblefield,  who  reside  at 
200  West  Ash  Street,  Normal,  worship  in  the 
Christian  Church.  Mrs.  Ivan  Stubblefield  is 
the  daughter  of  the  late  Ellen  (Kerr)  Har- 
bert, who  was  a  native  of  Hendrix,  in  McLean 
County,  and  who  died  in  1945,  and  of  George 
Wesley  Harbert,  a  native  of  Blooming  Grove, 
who  is  a  farmer  in  that  community. 

Ivan  Stubblefield's  business  interest,  other 
than  the  funeral  home,  is  the  Normal  Citizens 
Savings  and  Loan  Association,  of  which  he  is 
a  director.  In  his  public  service  activities,  Mr. 
Stubblefield  is  also  a  director  of  the  Norma' 
Public  Library.  He  is  active  in  the  National 
and  McLean  County  Funeral  Directors  Asso- 
ciations, in  the  Optimist  and  Rotary  Clubs  of 
Normal,  the  Normal  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Normal  Literary  Center  Society,  and  the 
Masonic  Order  in  which  he  has  obtained  the 
thirty-second  degree,  and  its  order  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  Mr.  Stubblefield  is  known  and 
admired  throughout  his  native  McLean  Coun- 
ty and  in  Central  Illinois  as  a  whole. 
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SAMUEL  FREIMAN 

The  leading  furrier  in  Springfield,  Samuel 
Freiman  is  also  renowned  as  an  exponent  of 
Chinchilla  ranching  in  the  United  States.  With 
his  wife  he  operates  the  Capitol  Fur  Com- 
pany in  Springfield,  a  firm  of  which  he  is 
president,  and  also  the  Capitol  Chinchilla 
Ranch,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  secretary-treas- 
urer. Mr.  Freiman  is  a  leader  in  the  move- 
ment to  revive  the  genuine  Chinchilla  trade 
and  is  the  promoter  of  the  idea  of  home-rais- 
ing of  this  animal  for  its  pelt.  Through  Cap- 
itol Chinchilla  Ranch,  he  sells  breeding  stock 
and  the  necessary  equipment  and  provides 
expert  instruction  in  the  care  and  feeding  of 
the  brooding  pair  and  their  offspring. 

Mr.  Freiman  was  born  in  Minsk,  Russia, 
near  Warsaw,  on  February  25,  1890,  and 
went  to  France  in  his  youth.  There  he  learned 
the  fur  business.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1911,  settling  in  New  York  City, 
where  for  nearly  three  decades  he  was  a 
furrier,  buying  raw  skins  which  he  made  into 
fur  coats  and  related  items.  In  1939  Mr. 
Freiman  established  himself  in  Springfield 
and  soon  he  was  that  city's  leading  furrier, 
operating  the  Capitol  Fur  Company  at  226% 
East  Fifth  Street. 

Mr.  Freiman  married  Versa  Randolph  in 
Springfield  on  July  27,  1942.  Born  on  De- 
cember 27,  1909,  Mrs.  Freiman  has  had  the 
kind  of  education  and  training,  not  to  men- 
tion interest,  which  has  made  her  invaluable 
in  her  husband's  business.  She  is  treasurer 
of  the  Capitol  Fur  Company  and  president 
of  Capitol  Chinchilla  Ranch,  Inc.  This  lat- 
ter firm  was  established  in  November,  1947, 
when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freiman  began  breeding 
the  little  rodents.  They  made  their  start  in 
this  field  with  five  pairs  of  Chinchillas.  Since 
then  Mr.  Freiman  has  bought  and  sold  these 
animals  throughout  the  United  States.  His 
principal  purchasing  markets  are  in  Canada 
and  Colorado.  He  sells  breeding  stock  for 
about  $900  a  pair  and  points  out  that  an 
animal  is  ready  to  pelt  when  a  year  old. 
There  are  only  a  few  Chinchilla  coats  in  the 
United  States,  he  says.  Two  of  these,  made 
of  inferior  pelts  or  pelts  of  animals  that  had 
died,  are  to  be  found  in  California  and  Colo- 
rado, he  further  declares,  adding  that  only 
one  coat  in  the  United  States  was  made  from 
prime  pelts  and  that,  valued  at  $100,000,  was 
made  for  advertising  and  show  purposes.  The 
Chinchilla,  described  by  Mr.  Freiman  as  the 
world's  most  valuable  fur,  originated  in  South 
America,  but  because  of  overhunting  became 
virtually  extinct.    An  American  mining  engi- 


neer who  sent  eleven  of  the  animals  into  the 
United  States  gave  them  a  new  start  in  life 
as  well  as  a  new  home  Mr.  Freiman  esti- 
mates there  are  now  26,000  fine  quality  Chin- 
chillas in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and 
urges  Americans  to  grow  them  in  their  homes. 
Mr.  Freiman's  enterprise  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Chinchilla  Breeders  Association  and 
a  representative  of  the  Earp-Thomas  Labo- 
ratories. 

Mr.  Freiman  is  active  in  the  civic  life  of 
Springfield  and  in  its  Jewish  community.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  B'nai  B'rith  and  the 
Springfield  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  Mrs.  Freiman  is  also  well 
known  in  the  community  and  worships  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  Freimans  distribute 
an  interesting  booklet  called  the  "Story  of 
the  Chinchilla  Industry,"  telling  about  these 
animals  and  their  own  ranch  and  business, 
and  illustrated  with  scenes  from  the  ranch. 
The  nation's  furriers  attribute  to  them  much 
of  the  growing  new  interest  in  Chinchillas. 
He  manufactured  chinchilla  coats  when  they 
were  available  in   the  wild  state. 

HARRY  ICHKOWSKY 

The  Ichkowsky  name  is  one  of  the  best 
known  in  the  laundry  world.  Harry  Ichkow- 
sky, one  of  the  founders  of  the  H  &  I  Shirt 
Laundry  of  Springfield,  has  helped  make  the 
name  an  outstanding  one  in  this  field  through 
his  aggressive  and  progressive  leadership  in 
the  business.  He  is  also  prominent  in  Spring- 
field's civic  circles  and  in  the  Jewish  commu- 
nity. 

Born  on  December  4,  1911,  Mr.  Ichkowsky 
is  one  of  the  nine  children — three  sons  and 
six  daughters — of  the  late  Morris  and  Anna 
Ichkowsky.  His  father  died  in  July,  1937,  his 
mother  in  November,  1944.  Educated  in  the 
Lincoln  School  in  Springfield,  Harry  Ichkow- 
sky was  first  employed  by  the  Dodge  and 
Plymouth  dealer  near  his  home  there.  He 
worked  in  the  car  transportation  division  of 
the  dealer's  service  department  for  two  years. 
Then  for  eighteen  years  he  worked  for  his 
father  in  a  general  filling  station  business, 
handling  tires,  batteries,  gasoline  and  similar 
merchandise.  This  business,  which  provided 
a  complete  automobile  service,  occupied  a 
half  black.  When  he  was  old  enough,  Mr.  Ich- 
kowsky managed  the  station  while  his  father 
traveled  through  the  rural  areas  dealing  in 
poultry  and  eggs.  When  the  father  entered  his 
final  illness,  the  son  took  over  the  country 
routes  und  was  assisted  in  the  operation  of  the 
filling  station  by  his  brother  Isadore.  The  Ich- 
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kowskys  started  their  first  gasoline  station  on 
the  east  side  of  Spring-field,  using  one  small 
tank  on  the  side  of  the  street.  Later,  they 
moved  the  building  back  to  the  alley  and  built 
a  modern  station  costing  $18,000.  Harry  Ich- 
kowsky  took  a  vocational  machinist's  trade 
course  to  help  himself  get  started  in  another 
field  when  conditions  forced  a  change  in  the 
depression,  but  jobs  were  so  scarce  that  after 
a  few  months  he  decided  to  enter  the  laundry 
business. 

He  and  his  brother  Isadore  opened  the  H 
and  I  Shirt  Laundry,  in  1942.  Later  Isadore 
dropped  out  and  a  brother-in-law,  Sam  Yaffe 
(q.v.),  also  one  of  Springfield's  prominent 
business  men  and  today  a  familiar  figure  in 
laundry  circles,  became  associated  with  the 
firm.  The  laundry  began  with  one  washer  and 
one  small  shirt  press,  but  soon  another  wash- 
er and  a  more  modern  shirt  press  were  added. 
Business  grew  rapidly,  and  there  was  a  time 
when  the  volume  was  too  great  for  the  small 
firm,  so  that  some  of  the  work  had  to  be  sent 
out  to  another  small  laundry.  Then  the  other 
firm  was  bought  out  and  its  equipment  moved 
to  the  H  and  I  shop.  In  1945  the  present 
building  at  400  South  Eleventh  Street  was 
erected  and  in  December,  1948,  an  addition 
was  built.  Through  the  years  more  and  more 
modern  machinery  has  been  installed.  The 
business  has  continued  to  grow  in  great  vol- 
ume, and  now  the  H  and  I  Shirt  Laundry  is 
one  of  the  leading  establishments  of  its  kind 
in  its  section  of  the  state.  In  1946,  Isadore 
Ichkowsky  returned  to  the  firm,  as  a  partner 
in  the  newly-established  dry  cleaning  depart- 
ment. This  department  operates  its  own 
trucks  for  pickup  and  delivery  service,  and 
has  shown  a  tremendous  profit.  The  Ichkow- 
skys  and  Mr.  Yaffe  employ  22  girls  and  five 
men.  Harry  Ichkowsky  is  a  member  of  the 
Springfield  Aerie,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles; 
the  Chicago  Motor  Club  and  the  Men's  Club 
of  B'Nai  Abraham  Temple  of  Springfield.  He 
is  unmarried.  In  Springfield  he  is  regarded 
with  gre:<t  respect  as  a  man  who  is  aiding  in 
the  development  of  the  city's  business  and  its 
cultural  life. 

FRANK  S.  GRAY 

There  have  been  two  men  in  Illinois  of  the 
name  of  Frank  S.  Gray.  Father  and  son,  each 
has  made  a  contribution  to  the  welfare  and 
development  of  the  State — the  father  as  edu- 
cator and  physician  and  surgeon,  the  son  as 
banker.  The  son,  Frank  S.  Gray,  is  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Harrisburg.  He 


is  also  known  for  his  leadership  in  religious 
and  health  and  welfare  organizations  and 
programs.  He  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  I. 

Mr.  Gray  was  born  at  Allendale,  in  Wabash 
County,  on  March  27,  1890.  His  father,  Dr. 
Frank  S.  Gray,  was  a  native  of  Ohio  who 
moved  to  Illinois  when  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old.  For  a  time  he  was  a  school  teacher, 
but  later  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine and  for  perhaps  a  half  century  practiced 
as  physician  and  surgeon.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven.  His  wife,  mother  of  the  bank- 
er, was  Rachel  Belle  (McFarland)  Gray,  also 
born  in  Wabash  County.  The  banker  is  the 
fourth  of  six  children,  the  others  being  Nell, 
Gertrude,  Carrie,  Jane  and  Paul  Gray. 

Mr.  Gray,  who  prepared  himself  for  a  pro- 
fession kindred  and  complementary  to  that 
of  his  father,  pharmacy,  first  attended  the 
elementary  schools  of  Wabash  County,  then 
high  school  in  Vincennes,  Indiana.  In  1910, 
he  was  graduated  from  the  School  of  Pharm- 
acy of  the  University  of  Valparaiso,  Indiana, 
and  soon  afterward  passed  the  examinations 
of  the  Indiana  State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  re- 
ceiving his  license  to  practice  that  profession. 
To  this  day  he  holds  an  active  Indiana  li- 
cense. In  1911,  however,  he  returned  to  his 
native  community,  Allendale,  and  there  en- 
tered the  banking  business  as  a  clerk  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Allendale.  When  the 
United  States  entered  its  second  year  as  a 
belligerent  in  World  War  I,  in  1918,  he  en- 
tered the  Army  and  went  to  France  with  his 
outfit.  He  became  a  Corporal  and  Company 
Clerk.  Honorably  discharged  in  1919,  Mr. 
Gray  returned  to  his  position  with  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Allendale.  He  was  promot- 
ed to  assistant  cashier,  and  this  post  he  held 
until  1923,  when  he  left  Allendale  to  become 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Harris- 
burg. He  held  this  office  for  nearly  twenty- 
one  years.  In  January,  1944,  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  bank,  and  since  that  time  has 
guided  it  to  its  present  great  success  and 
prestige. 

Back  at  Allendale,  in  1917,  Mr.  Gray  mar- 
ried Ruth  Adams,  like  himself  a  native  of  Wa- 
bash County.  She  died  in  August,  1947.  Mr. 
Gray  has  since  remarried.  The  present  Mrs. 
Gray  is  the  former  Jeanette  Wasson  of  Ev- 
ansville,  Indiana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  worship  in  the  First 
Christian  Church  of  Harrisburg.  A  member  of 
the  church's  official  board,  Mr.  Gray  has 
served  also  as  treasurer  for  several  years.  He 
is  treasurer  of  the  advisory  board  for  the  Sal- 
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vation  Army  in  Saline  County,  with  headquar- 
ters in  Harrisburg,  the  county  seat.  He  has 
been  treasurer  of  the  Saline  County  Tuber- 
culosis Association  since  1934.  In  the  course 
of  World  War  II,  he  was  chairman  and  co- 
chairman,  at  different  times,  of  War  Bond 
drives  in  Saline  County  and  also  participated 
in  American  Red  Cross  work.  A  member  of 
the  Kiwanis  Club  since  1924,  he  served  as 
president  in  1945.  He  is  also  active  in  the 
Masonic  Blue  Lodge  in  Harrisburg.  A  well 
known  figure  in  banking,  he  is  a  former  chair- 
man of  the  regional  group  of  the  Illinois 
Bankers  Association  and  is  also  active  in  the 
American  Bankers  Association.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican. Motoring  and  his  home  are  his  hob- 
bies. His  contribution  to  all  the  major  phases 
of  life  in  Saline  County  and  beyond  is  wide- 
ly acknowledged  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

OTTO  WILLIAM  WEGENER 

Primarily  known  as  a  manufacturer  of  gas- 
heating  equipment,  Otto  William  Wegener  of 
Belleville  has  become  renowned  for  the  con- 
tribution he  made  to  the  nation's  war  effort 
in  World  War  II  in  fashioning  some  of  the 
weapons  which  brought  victory,  for  his  con- 
tribution to  the  development  of  Belleville  and 
Saint  Clair  County  and  for  his  promotion  of  a 
baseball  team  for  the  community  and  sur- 
rounding area — the  Belleville  Stags.  He  is 
president  of  the  Premier  Stove  Company  of 
Belleville  and  a  partner  in  the  Bill  and  Mel 
Wegener  Contracting  Company. 

Born  in  Belleville  on  February  24,  1906, 
Mr.  Wegener  is  the  son  of  Louis  F.  and  Marie 
(Kueker)  Wegener,  the  latter  a  native  of 
Germany  who  came  to  the  United  States 
when  twelve  years  old.  Louis  Wegener,  born 
in  Ruma,  Illinois,  was  a  wagon  maker.  Reared 
in  Belleville,  Otto  W.  Wegener  was  educated 
in  a  Lutheran  grade  school,  in  public  high 
school  and  in  a  commercial  school.  He  began 
his  career  with  a  transfer  company,  for  which 
he  worked  eight  years  and  of  which  he 
became  office  manager.  Subsequently,  he 
held  various  other  types  of  jobs.  In  1929  Mr. 
Wegener  became  associated  with  the  Premier 
Stove  Company  as  salesman,  but  soon  after- 
ward became  sales  manager.  In  1943  he  was 
made  general  manager,  in  1945  treasurer  and 
in  1949  president.  He  now  holds  all  three  of- 
fices. In  1943,  he  temporarily  discontinued 
the  stove  business  and  went  to  work  on  war 
contracts.  He  assisted  the  Government  in  per- 
fecting M21  lighting  equipment  chests,  and  he 
kept  increasing  production.  Also,  he  made  a 


cluster  adaptor,  or  bomb  hanger,  and  an  au- 
tomobile repair  kit  for  military  cars  to  carry. 
When  he  terminated  his  war  contracts,  he  did 
so  on  a  basis  of  no  cost  to  the  Government. 
Then  he  returned  to  stove  manufacturing.  He 
perfected  a  low  overhead  system,  but  worked 
long  hours.  When  he  began  making  gas-heat- 
ing equipment,  he  established  new  trade  out- 
lets through  jobbers  and  dealers.  Today  he 
employs  fifty  persons. 

In  1934  Mr.  Wegener  married  Ethel  Schier- 
meier  of  Belleville,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  four  children — Thomas  Coates,  born  Oc- 
tober 5,  1938;  Elaine  Lois,  born  April  2,  1940; 
Sue  Ellen,  born  November  14,  1942,  and  Nina 
Jane,  born  June  23,  1946.  The  family  wor- 
ships in  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Wegener  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  Christ- 
ian education. 

Outside  the  church  and  his  business,  Mr. 
Wegener  takes  a  leading  part  in  the  Belleville 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a  former  pres- 
ident (1946-47)  and  was  the  first  vice-presi- 
dent (1943-44)  and  a  member  of  the  board. 
As  president,  he  was  instrumental  in  bringing 
a  large  paper  mill  to  the  city.  A  baseball  en- 
thusiast, he  is  a  stockholder  and  influential  in 
the  Belleville  Fans  Association,  owners  of  the 
Belleville  Stags.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Optimist  Club  of  Belleville,  the  American  Gas 
Association,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, Gas  Space  Heater  Division  Institute  of 
aooking  and  Heating  Appliances,  and  the  Fur- 
niture Club  of  America.  As  far  Southwest  as 
Galveston,  Texas,  he  is  an  Honorary  Deputy 
Sheriff.  He  has  an  honorable  place,  also,  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  his  fellow  citizens  in 
Illinois. 

GEORGE  WILLIAM  MORROW,  M.D. 

A  noted  specialist  in  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  mental  diseases  and  an  institu- 
tional administrator  who  served  more  than 
four  decades  in  the  state  hospital  system  of 
Illinois,  Dr.  George  William  Morrow  is  a  for- 
mer Superintendent  and  Medical  Director  of 
the  Kankakee  State  Hospital,  at  Kankakee,  Il- 
linois, and  retired  from  the  service  of  the 
Illinois  state's  institutional  work,  and  is  now 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Logansport 
State  Hospital,  at  Logansport,  Indiana.  He  is 
prominent  in  medical  and  psychiatric  circles 
and  in  civic  affairs. 

Dr.  Morrow  was  born  in  Benham,  Indiana, 
June  16,  1880,  the  son  of  Andrew  J.  and  Em- 
aline  Jolly  Morrow,  both  also  natives  of  the 
Hoosier  State.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  a 
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business  man.  Dr.  Morrow  received  his  prim- 
ary education  in  the  grade  sohool  at  Benham, 
Indiana,  and  High  School  at  Batesville,  Indi- 
ana. He  then  attended  Marion  Normal  College 
at  Marion,  Indiana.  He  entered  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine  in  1903,  at  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, where  he  remained  two  years  and  then 
transferred  to  the  University  of  Illinois  Col- 
lege of  Medicine  at  Chicago,  from  which  he 
received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1908.  "From  June  1,  1908  until  December, 
1950,  Dr.  Morrow  was  active  in  Illinois'  state 
hospitals,  rising  from  intern  to  physician,  to 
Assistant  Superintendent  and  finally  to  the 
position  of  Superintendent  of  the  system.  June 
1,  1908,  marked  the  beginning  of  his  intern- 
ship at  Elgin  State  Hospital.  From  June,  1909, 
to  May,  1916,  Dr.  Morrow  served  the  staff  of 
the  Anna  State  Hospital,  at  Anna,  Illinois,  in 
the  capacity  of  assistant  physician,  physician 
and  Assistant  Superintendent.  In  May,  1916, 
he  became  associated  with  the  Kankakee 
State  Hospital,  where  he  remained  until 
March,  1922,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the 
East  Moline  State  Hospital  where  he  remained 
until  September,  1927,  when  he  returned  to 
the  Kankakee  State  Hospital,  in  the  rank  of 
Assistant  Superintendent.  In  April,  1937,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Superintend- 
ent of  that  institution,  which  post  he  held  with 
an  ever  increasing  reputation  as  alienist  and 
institutional  administrator,  until  by  stat«  law 
he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  his  position  in 
1950.  Because  he  had  devoted  his  life  in  the 
interest  of  the  mentally  ill,  Dr.  Morrow,  ac- 
customed to  activity,  then  accepted  the  post 
of  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Logansport 
State  Hospital,  Logansport,  Indiana.  He  was 
then  approaching  his  seventieth  birthday. 

In  October,  1915,  Dr.  Morrow  was  married 
to  Ruth  Elizabeth  Carter,  who  was  born  in 
Anna,  September  27,  1892.  To  this  union, 
two  sons  were  born,  the  first,  Dean  Weston, 
died  in  infancy;  the  other,  George  William 
Morrow,  Jr.,  born  November  13,  1925,  was  a 
medical  student  of  the  University  of  Illinois  in 
1950. 

To  Dr.  Morrow  is  credited  the  great  growth 
of  the  Kankakee  State  Hospital,  which  at  the 
time  of  his  retirement  had  a  staff  of  fifteen 
medical  men,  thirteen  consultants  and  twenty- 
eight  nurses.  As  it  so  happens,  the  institution, 
the  fourth  state  hospital  erected  in  Illinois, 
opened  its  doors  two  years  before  Dr.  Mor- 
row's birth,  the  cornerstone  having  been  laid 
in  1878.  In  1950,  the  institutional  population 
was  4300  and  under  Dr.  Morrow,  an  extensive 


building  program  has  been  carried  out,  which 
includes  a  modern  150-bed  surgical  and  med- 
ical hospital,  a  new  72-bed  Veterans'  ward, 
fire  station,  power  and  heating  unit,  staff 
room  and  new  X-rays,  chemical  and  bacteri- 
ological laboratories.  Dr.  Morrow  is  a  member 
of  the  Kankakee  County  and  Illinois  State 
Medical  Societies,  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, the  American  Psychiatric  Associa- 
tion, and  holds  a  certificate  in  psychiatry 
from  the  American  Board  of  Neurology  and 
Psychiatry.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Illi- 
nois Mental  Hygiene  Society  and  the  Illi- 
nois Psychiatric  Society.  He  is  a  Methodist 
and  a  Mason,  and  besides  medicine  his  favor- 
ite activity  is  fishing.  He  became  a  beloved 
figure  in  Illinois  institutions,  and  has  achieved 
national  reputation  as  an  institutional  direc- 
tor and  alienist. 

GEORGE  WOODRUFF  ALLEN 

At  the  age  of  twenty-six  George  Woodruff 
Allen  of  Du  Quoin  was  a  district  superintend- 
ent of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  New  York,  such  was  his  meteoric  rise 
in  the  business  world.  Today  he  is  the  head  of 
a  large  general  insurance  agency  which  he 
founded  in  1922,  a  director  and  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Du  Quoin  Home  Loan  Asso- 
ciation and  president  of  Sunset  Memorial 
Park,  Inc.  of  Du  Quoin.  He  is,  in  addition,  a 
civic  leader  of  the  community,  one  active  in 
board  of  education  and  religious  work  and  in 
all  the  major  civic  organizations. 

Mr.  \llen  was  born  at  Gardner,  Johnson 
County,  Kansas,  on  December  11,  1891.  His 
parents  were  Henry  T.  and  Laura  Belle  (Cor- 
nelius) Allen.  His  father,  a  corn  and  wheat 
farmer,  was  a  native  of  Ohio;  his  mother  was 
one  of  the  "Pennsylvania  Dutch."  Mr.  Allen's 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Allen,  was  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  America.  Born  in 
Chesterfield,  England,  on  April  15,  1811,  he 
came  to  the  New  World  at  an  early  age,  set- 
tling in  Poland,  Ohio  where  he  established  the 
first  iron  foundry.  His  wife  was  Mary  (Wood- 
ruff) Allen,  born  at  Calow,  England  on  De- 
cember 22,   1811. 

George  Woodruff  Allen  began  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  in 
Kansas.  Later  he  went  to  high  school  at  Ma- 
kanda,  in  Jackson  County,  Illinois,  graduating 
in  1911.  In  the  school  year  1911-1912  he  was 
a  student  at  what  is  now  called  Southern  Il- 
linois University  in  Carbondale  When  he  left 
the  university,  he  returned  to  Makanda,  where 
for  the  next  two  years  he  worked  in  a  general 
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store.  Afterward  he  spent  a  year  as  a  travel- 
ing salesman  for  a  grocery  firm,  his  territory 
being  southern  Illinois.  In  December  1916 
Mr.  Allen  became  agent  for  the  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Company  at  Christopher,  in 
Franklin  County.  A  year  and  one-half  later, 
when  he  was  twenty-six,  he  was  made  super- 
intendent of  the  district  with  headquarters  at 
Du  Quoin.  In  1922  he  established  his  own  in- 
surance and  real  estate  agency  in  Du  Quoin 
and  has  since  become  one' of  the  better  known 
men  in  this  field  in  Southern  Illinois.  In  1923 
he  helped  organize  the  Du  Quoin  Home  Loan 
Association  and  since  that  time  has  been  on  its 
board  of  directors,  serving  as  secretary-treas- 
urer since  1926.  In  1938  he  and  his  son, 
Woodruff  Eugene  Allen  founded  Sunset  Me- 
morial Park  at  Du  Quoin  and  he  has  been 
president  of  the  corporation  operating  the 
park  since  that  time. 

Mr.  Allen's  wife  is  the  former  Connie  L. 
Hiller,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  George  W.  and 
Mary  Ellen  Hiller  of  Carbondale.  They  were 
married  on  June  5,  1913  in  that  city.  Besides 
the  son  who  is  his  partner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen 
have  two  daughters — -Mrs.  Ray  Arganbright 
and  Mrs.  Dwight  Croessman.  The  family  wor- 
ships in  the  First  Christian  Church  of  Du 
Quoin.  Mr.  Allen  served  as  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  church  from  1922  to  1948. 
He  also  served  on  the  building  committee 
during  the  erection  of  the  new  church,  one  of 
southern  Illinois'  most  beautiful  houses  of 
worship.  For  twelve  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  elementary  school  board  of  the  city.  He 
has  served  as  secretary  of  the  Du  Quoin 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  also  has  member- 
ship in  the  Du  Quoin  Lodges  of  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  is  a  Shriner.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Du  Quoin  Rotary 
Club  and  sponsored  the  organization  of  the 
Club  at  Christopher.  In  politics  Mr.  Allen  is  a 
Republican.  The  development  of  Sunset  Mem- 
orial Park  is  one  of  his  hobbies.  Other  hob- 
bies include  the  growing  of  flowers  and  shrubs 
and  collecting  antique  furniture.  Also,  he 
likes  fishing.  A  man  of  extraordinary  ability, 
Mr.  Allen  has  served  his  community  to  the  ut- 
most of  that  ability. 

EDMOND  JEWELL  AVIS 

Once  in  the  mining  and  contracting  busi- 
ness, through  which  he  made  a  tremendous 
contribution  to  the  development  of  the  min- 
ing   industry    in    Illinois  and    in    Indiana    and 


Kentucky,  Edmond  Jewell  Avis  of  Marion  is 
today  a  leading  figure  in  the  dairy  industry 
of  Southern  Illinois.  He  is  founder  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Marion  City  Dairy.  He  is 
especially  well  known  for  his  work  with  the 
Red  Cross  in  Williamson  County,  especially 
under  flood  conditions,  and  for  his  activities 
in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Born  on  a  farm  near  Collinsville,  Madison 
County,  on  December  5,  1877,  Mr.  Avis  is  the 
son  of  Edmond  J.  and  Sarah  (Fairbanks) 
Avis.  A  native  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  the 
first  Edmond  J.  Avis  was  a  prominent  farmer 
in  Madison  County.  He  was  a  leading  Repub- 
lican and  Methodist  churchman  and  served 
for  years  as  a  Township  Commissioner.  Sarah 
Avis  was  born  in  North  Carolina.  Edmond 
Avis  the  dairyman  went  to  St.  Clair  County 
Schools  near  Lebanon.  He  worked  on  a  farm  in 
Franklin  County  until  he  was  twenty-five  and 
then  entered  the  coal  mines  near  Benton.  At 
the  same  time  he  became  associated  with  a 
contractor  there.  Later,  he  went  into  the  con- 
tracting business  for  himself,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Benton  and  West  Frankfort,  and  from 
1905  to  1922  he  was  president  of  the  Jones 
and  Avis  Construction  Company,  which  sank 
coal  mines  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky.  In  1922 
he  went  into  the  dairy  business  at  West  Frank- 
fort, calling  his  firm  the  West  Frankfort  Pure 
Milk  Company.  Five  years  later  he  moved  to 
Marion,  where  he  established  the  Marion  City 
Dairy,  of  which  he  is  now  general  manager. 
The  company  has  a  wide  trading  area  and  em- 
ploys eleven  persons.  It  has  a  modern  ice 
cream  plant.  It  is  one  of  the  up-to-date  dairy 
firms  of  Southern  Illinois. 

Mr.  Avis'  first  wife  was  the  former  Delci 
Moore  and  by  her  he  had  one  child,  Laverne, 
now  in  business  at  Herrin.  Some  time  after 
her  death  he  married  Grace  Simmons.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  this  marriage : 
Eloise;  Thelma;  Dorothy;  Carl  E.,  who  was  a 
First  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army 
in  World  War  II  and  who  was  killed  in  action; 
Bernadean;  and  Kenneth  E.,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  dairy  business. 

Mr.  Avis,  in  his  service  to  the  community, 
has  participated  in  many  civic  programs.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Marion  High  School 
Board  for  six  years  and  for  seven  years 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Williamson  Coun- 
ty Chapter,  American  Red  Cross.  He  was  one 
of  those  who  led  rescue  and  salvage  opera- 
tions in  the  Ohio  River  flood  of  1937.  A  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  stewards  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church   of  Marion,  he  has  headed 
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the  pastoral  relations  committee  for  years.  He 
was  vice-president  of  the  Marion  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  eight  years.  He  is  also  active 
in  the  Lions  Club  of  Marion,  in  the  Illinois 
Dairy  Products  Association  and  Southern 
Illinois,  Inc.  Travel  is  his  hobby.  In  the  win- 
ters he  goes  to  Florida,  where  he  enjoys  play- 
ing shuffleboard.  Mr.  Avis  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  modern  builders  of  Southern  Illi- 
nois, a  man  who  has  handed  down  to  his  son 
Kenneth  traditions  which  the  latter  is  follow- 
ing in  his  own  contribution  to  the  area. 

CARL  EDUARD  BRETSCHER,  A.I.A. 

Having  demonstrated  the  quality  of  his  cit- 
izenship in  military  service  in  World  War  II, 
Carl  Eduard  Bretscher  of  Springfield  con- 
tinues the  demonstration  today  in  two-fold 
fashion:  as  architect  and  as  farmer  practic- 
ing progressive  scientific  methods  of  soil  rec- 
lamation and  conservation.  He  is  in  independ- 
ent practice  as  an  architect,  with  headquar- 
ters in  Springfield.  As  farmer,  he  is  on  Rural 
Route  2,  Springfield. 

Born  in  Springfield  on  June  9,  1910,  Mr. 
Bretscher  is  the  son  of  the  late  Gustav  C. 
Bretscher,  the  founder  and  president  of  the 
Illinois  Tobacco  Company,  headquartered  in 
the  state  capital,  and  Caroline  M.  (Schuricht) 
Bretscher,  native  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs  G.  S.  Schuricht. 
Gustav  Bretscher,  who  was  born  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  died  in  Springfield  in  1944,  at  the 
age  of  seventy.  The  architect  spent  a  year 
at  Bradley  University,  Peoria.  In  1935,  he 
took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Architecture  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  and 
then  served  an  apprenticeship  under  Carl  T. 
Meyer,  Architect,  in  Springfield.  The  "ap- 
prenticeship," begun  in  1935,  ended  when  on 
November  20,  1942,  Mr.  Bretscher  went  into 
active  service  with  the  United  States  Army. 
By  this  time  he  was  a  seasoned  architect  and 
engineer.  He  served  on  Guam  with  the  949th 
Engineers  Aviation  Company  (Topographic), 
attached  to  the  20th  Air  Force  Headquarters. 
He  was  able  to  give  the  armed  forces  skilled 
services  closely  related  to  his  professional  ca- 
reer. Separated  from  the  service  on  Novem- 
ber 19,  1945,  Mr.  Bretscher  returned  to  his 
home  at  Springfield  and  on  January  1,  1946, 
began  an  independent  practice  of  the  archi- 
tectural profession.  The  following  March  1,  he 
invited  L.  Philip  Trutter,  Architect,  into  part- 
nership with  him  and  they  practiced  together 
until  May  14,  1949.  Since  that  date  Mr. 
Bretscher  has  continued  independently,  and 
many  structures,  private  and  public,  stand  as 


reminders  of  his  skill  and  artistry,  while  his 
reputation  spreads  into  an  ever-widening  area. 
On  September  12,  1942,  at  Springfield,  Mr. 
Bretscher  married  Rita  R.  Jordan,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr  and  Mrs.  F.  R.  Jordan.  Mrs.  Bret- 
scher is  a  native  of  the  capital.  Besides  her 
duties  as  housewife  Mrs.  Bretscher  officiates 
as  secretary  to  her  husband's  practice  at  his 
office.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bretscher  reside  on 
their  53-acre  farm  in  Sangamon  County,  just 
outside  Springfield.  The  farm  is  being  re- 
claimed from  erosion  by  a  reforestation  proj- 
ect, permanent  pasture  program  and  general 
conservation  practices,  all  of  which  is  serving 
as  a  demonstration  in  the  county  and  helping 
promote  scientific  agricultural  procedures. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bretscher  worship  in  the  Trinity 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  Springfield.  Mr. 
Bretscher  is  a  member  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Architects,  the  Springfield  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  American  Business  Club 
and  the  Sangamo  Club  of  Springfield.  Gar- 
dening is  his  hobby.  Allied  to  his  architec- 
tural interest  and  skill  are  two  other  hob- 
bies, the  arts,  music  and  painting.  Mr.  Bret- 
scher is  fast  becoming  one  of  the  popular 
citizens  of  Sangamon  County  and  Central 
Illinois. 

WILLIAM  CARROLL  BROWN 

Many  fields  of  endeavor  in  Southern  and 
Central  Illinois  have  felt  the  leadership  of 
William  Carroll  Brown  of  Chester.  For  years 
active  in  the  transfer  and  road  building  bus- 
iness, Mr.  Brown  now  gives  most  of  his  at- 
tention to  the  sand  business.  He  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Sand 
Company,  headquartered  in  Chester.  His  son, 
Spencer  F.  Brown,  is  president  of  this  con- 
cern. W.  C.  Brown  has  been  a  leading  figure 
in  community  affairs  at  Chester  since  the 
early  1920's.  He  is  known  throughout  the 
Greater  Egyptian  area  for  his  interest  in 
civic  development,  scouting,  education  and 
public   affairs. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Chester  on  October 
4,  1889,  the  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Bright) 
Brown,  both  also  natives  of  Randolph  County. 
William  Brown  was  a  farmer.  William  Car- 
roll Brown  was  educated  in  the  rural  schools 
of  Randolph  County  and  at  the  Gem  City 
Business  College  in  Quincy,  graduating  from 
the  latter  in  1909.  In  the  Spring  of  1910 
he  went  to  work  as  a  bookkeeper  and  receiv- 
ing clerk  for  the  Western  Grocery  Company 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  In  1914  he  moved 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  became  a  shipping 
clerk   for   the    Stephens   Lithograph   and    En- 


LIBRARY    OF    AMERICAN    LIVES 


129 


graving  Company.  Three  years  later  he  left 
this  concern  to  return  to  his  native  Chester. 
There,  for  the  next  two  years,  he  operated 
a  dairy  farm.  In  1922  Mr.  Brown  entered 
the  road  contracting  business,  and  at  one 
time  owned  fifty-two  mules,  which  he  used 
in  the  business.  About  1924  he  also  went  into 
the  transfer  business,  beginning  with  one 
wagon  and  team.  Meantime  his  contracting 
business  expanded  to  include  excavation  and 
concrete  work.  In  1932  he  did  road  construc- 
tion work  throughout  Southern  Illinois  and 
in  the  major  portion  of  Central  Illinois.  Later, 
he  formed  a  partnership  which  operated  a 
meat  and  bread  route  from  Chester  to  East 
St.  Louis,  serving  a  total  of  five  counties. 
This  he  sold  out  in  1948.  On  October  1,  1946, 
Mr.  Brown  purchased  the  Southern  Illinois 
Sand  Company,  Inc.,  with  himself  as  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  and  his  son  as  president. 
This  is  now  Mr.  Brown's  main  business.  He 
produces  sand  from  the  Mississippi  River. 

Mr.  Brown  married  Jennie  Smith,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Channing  Smith  of 
Chester.  Their  son  is  married  and  has  two 
children,  Bruce  and  Terry.  Mrs.  Brown  is 
active  in  Chester's  civic  life,  especially  in 
women's  groups  and  the  women's  organiza- 
tion of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Brown  is  also  active  in  this  church  and  is  a 
member  of  its  board  of  trustees.  The  Brown 
home  is  at  1803  Swanwick  Street,  Chester. 

Mr  Brown  served  as  president  of  the  Ches- 
ter Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  year  1924- 
25.  He  was  one  of  those  who  organized  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Chester  and  was  its  first  pres- 
ident. He  served  on  the  public  school  board 
of  Chester  from  1927  to  1936.  He  organized 
Troop  16,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Rotary  work,  in  1928,  and  has  been 
on  the  Troop  Committee  since.  He  is  also 
active  in  various  Masonic  bodies,  including 
Ainad  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  East  St.  Louis  and 
the  Mississippi  Consistory,  Ancient  and  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite,  as  well  as  in  the  Chester 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  Bird  hunting  and  fishing  are  his  favo- 
rite sports.  Mr.  Brown's  contribution  to  prog- 
ress and  welfare  at  Chester  is  widely  recog- 
nized  in   his   section   of  the   State. 


the  Jachino  Distributing  Company,  a  whole- 
sale beer  concern  at  1101  Champaign  Street, 
Mattoon,  a  concern  covering  five  counties  in 
the  central  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  Jachino  is 
active  not  only  in  the  business  world  but  in 
veterans',  civic  and  fraternal  organizations 
and  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Born  in  Nokomis,  Montgomery  County,  in 
1920,  Peter  Jachino  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Theresa  (Fassino)  Jachino.  His  father,  a  coal 
miner  at  Nokomis,  was  born  in  Italy  and  when 
sixteen  years  old  migrated  to  the  United 
States.  Theresa  Jachino  was  also  born  in 
Italy  and  she  too  came  to  America  at  a  young 
age,  having  been  thirteen  when  brought  here 
by  her  parents. 

The  future  beer  distributor  began  his  edu- 
cation in  the  elementary  schools  of  Nokomis. 
After  his  graduation  from  the  Nokomis  High 
School,  he  went  to  work  as  a  truck  driver  for 
the  Ronchetti  Distributing  Company  in  Mat- 
toon  on  August  1,  1938.  He  continued  this 
employment  until  in  1942,  when  he  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  Navy  for  World  War  II 
service.  He  became  a  Gunner's  Mate  Second 
Class  and  was  sent  into  the  Pacific  Theater  of 
Operations.  On  October  12,  1942,  he  was  sep- 
arated from  the  service  and  returned  to  his 
civilian  status  in  Mattoon.  On  January  1, 
1949,  Mr.  Jachino  bought  Tony  Varda's  inter- 
ests in  the  beer  distributing  business  in  Mat- 
toon and  now  operates  under  the  name  of  the 
Jachino  Distributing  Company.  He  distributes 
beer  wholesale  in  Coles,  Moultrie,  Shelby. 
Christian  and  Cumberland  Counties,  being 
agent  for  Pabst  Blue  Ribbon  and  Fox  De  Luxe 
Beer.  He  is  the  youngest  man  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  in  the  beer  distributing  business. 

Mr.  Jachino  married  Doris  Mann,  of  Hills- 
boro,  Montgomery  County,  on  May  25,  1945. 
Mrs.  Jachino  is  also  active  in  the  business, 
looking  after  the  office  and  the  accounts.  Mr. 
Jachino  travels  his  five-county  territory  him- 
self, though  he  employs  two  salesmen.  He  op- 
erates two  delivery  trucks.  His  favorite  sport 
is  baseball.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jachino  reside  at 
1205  Champaign  Street,  Mattoon. 

Peter  Jachino  belongs  to  that  group  of 
younger  business  men  who  are  today  building 
a  newer  America. 


PETER  JACHINO 

A  name  prominent  in  Central  Illinois  is 
that  of  Peter  Jachino  of  Mattoon.  Mr.  Jachino, 
an  enterprising  and  successful  business  man 
who  served  with  the  United  States  Navy  in 
World  War  II,  is  the  owner  and  operator  of 


HON.  JAMES  CRAIG  VAN  METER, 
LL.B. 

The  career  of  the  Honorable  James  Craig 
Van  Meter  of  Mattoon  has  been  replete  with 
achievement.  His  legal  education  was  com- 
pleted just  before  American  entry  into  World 
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"War  1  and  he  served  as  an  officer  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  France, 
and  then  proceeded  to  serve  with  distinction 
on  the  civilian  front.  He  is  not  only  an  out- 
standing member  of  the  bar,  with  two  and 
one-half  years'  experience  behind  him  as  Cir- 
cuit Judge  of  the  Illinois  Fifth  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit, but  is  a  leader  in  the  field  of  education, 
health  and  welfare  and  in  the  business  life  of 
Mattoon.  As  a  lawyer  he  is  a  member  of  the 
famous  old  law  firm  of  Craig  and  Craig  of 
Mattoon. 

Mr.  Van  Meter  was  born  at  Charleston  on 
August  25,  1895,  the  son  of  John  Van  Meter, 
also  a  native  of  the  Coles  County  seat,  and 
Ina  (Craig)  Van  Meter,  a  native  of  Mattoon. 
His  father,  born  on  May  26,  1858,  lived  in 
Charleston  until  1904,  then  in  Mattoon  until 
1918  and  finally  in  California  where  he  died. 
The  attorney's  paternal  grandfather  was  Dr. 
Samuel  Van  Meter,  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  physicians  of 
Coles  County.  Ina  Craig  Van  Meter  was  born 
on  June  4,  1869,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Judge  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Craig  of  Mattoon. 
Judge  Craig,  a  leading  attorney  of  Coles 
County  for  many  years,  served  on  the  Circuit 
Bench  of  the  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit  from 
1903  to  1909. 

James  C.  Van  Meter  was  graduated  from 
the  Mattoon  High  School  in  1913  and  then 
entered  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he 
was  elected  to  Delta  Theta,  Phi  Delta  Phi 
and  the  Order  of  the  Coif.  While  a  senior 
at  the  university  he  entered  the  Army  on 
April  30,  1917.  He  attended  the  First  and 
Second  Officers  Training  Camp,  Fort  Sheri- 
dan, and  became  a  Second  Lieutenant.  On 
December  30,  1917,  he  sailed  for  France  and 
served  with  the  82nd,  4th  and  78th  Divisions, 
and  saw  action  at  Arras,  San  Mihiel  and  the 
Meuse-Argonne. 

Mr.  Van  Meter  was  given  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  by  the  University  of  Illi- 
linois  in  1917.  Also,  he  took  the  special  bar 
examination  for  those  entering  the  Army  on 
May  4,  1917,  at  Chicago.  He  returned  from 
overseas  on  June  1,  1919,  and  the  following 
month  became  associated  with  the  law  firm 
of  Craig  and  Craig  in  Mattoon.  Four  years 
later  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  firm. 
This  firm  was  established  in  1868  by  his 
grandfather,  Judge  Craig,  and  has  since  been 
in  continuous  practice  at  the  same  location, 
1803  Broadway,  Mattoon.  Mr.  Van  Meter  was 
elected  Circuit  Judge  in  June,  1933,  and 
served  two  and  one-half  years.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  uncle,   Donald   B.   Craig,  he  re- 


signed from  the  bench  and  returned  to  Craig 
and  Craig,  in  which  he  became  associated 
with  another  uncle,  James  W.  Craig,  Jr.,  and 
with  Fred  H  Kelly,  as  partners,  doing  busi- 
ness as  Craig  and  Craig.  James  W.  Craig,  Jr., 
died  in  1945  and  Mr.  Van  Meter  and  Mr. 
Kelly  continued  the  partnership  of  Craig  and 
Craig.  In  1939,  the  firm  established  a  branch 
office  in  Mount  Vernon,  Illinois,  where  they 
represent  many  major  and  independent  oil 
companies.  The  firm  now  consists  of  six  part- 
ners in  Mattoon  and  Mount  Vernon  and  em- 
ploys three  other  lawyers.  Mr.  Van  Meter 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  general  trial 
practice  and  in  drainage  law  practice,  and 
has  represented  numerous  railroads  and  other 
corporations.  The  firm  is  especially  noted  for 
its  representation  of  corporations  and  indi- 
viduals engaged  in  the  oil  and  gas  business. 
Mr.  Van  Meter  has  appeared  in  all  the  high- 
er State  and  all  the  Federal  courts  including 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Dur- 
ing World  War  II  he  was  appeal  agent  for 
Selective  Service  Local  Board  No.  2,  Coles 
County,  Illinois,  for  five  years  and  was  award- 
ed the  Selective  Service  Medal. 

On  April  7,  1921,  Mr.  Van  Meter  married 
Eliza  E.  Haynes,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  F.  Haynes  of  Mattoon.  Mrs.  Ven  Meter 
is  former  president  of  the  Red  Cross  Canteen 
in  Mattoon  and  of  the  Women's  Society  of 
the  Central  Community  Church  of  Mattoon. 
She  is  president  of  the  Literary  Club  of 
Mattoon  and  also  a  member  of  the  Pan-Helle- 
nic Society  and  Pi  Beta  Phi.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Van  Meter  have  one  daughter,  Alice,  a  teach- 
er in  the  Mattoon  Junior  High  School. 

Mr.  Van  Meter's  interests  outside  the  law 
are  many  and  varied.  In  the  business  world 
he  is  a  member  of  the  boards  of  directors 
of  the  Central  National  Bank  of  Mattoon, 
the  Okaw  Building  and  Loan  Association,  the 
Hotel  U.  S.  Grant,  the  Mattoon  Title  and 
Trust  Company  and  the  Mattoon  Develop- 
ment Corporation.  In  his  volunteer  services 
to  the  community  he  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  in  School  District  100r 
Coles  County,  from  1925  to  1931,  and  for 
thirteen  years  was  a  director  of  the  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  of  Mattoon,  which  he 
served  twice  as  president.  He  is  also  a  former 
director  of  the  Mattoon  Association  of  Com- 
merce, and  once  was  a  director  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Mattoon  Golf  and  Country  Club. 
In  addition,  Mr.  Van  Meter  is  a  member  of 
the  Mattoon,  Coles  County,  Illinois  and 
American  Bar  Associations,  the  American  Ju- 
dicature   Society    and    the    Society    of    Trial 
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Lawyers  of  Chicago.  He  worships  in  the 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Mattoon,  and  gar- 
dening- and  golf  are  his  favorite  relaxations. 
He  resides  at  300  Wabash  Avenue,  Mattoon. 
In  his  service  to  the  community,  Mr.  Van 
Meter  continues  traditions  established  by  his 
forebears,  the  Van  Meters  and  the  Craigs. 

OLIVER  C.  JOSEPH 

It  was  as  late  as  1903  that  the  first  trans- 
continental automobile  trip  was  made.  Only 
eleven  years  later  Oliver  C.  Joseph,  who  had 
been  an  educator,  went  into  the  automobile 
business.  Having  begun  with  Dodge  Brothers 
automobiles,  he  is  today  the  oldest  Dodge 
Brothers  dealer  in  point  of  service  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  with  offices,  salesrooms  and 
service  shops  in  Belleville,  the  county  seat.  He 
is  also  vice-president  of  the  Saint  Clair  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Belleville,  and  is  a  leader  in 
civic,  fraternal  and  welfare  activities.  A  per- 
suasive public  speaker,  Mr.  Joseph  is  in  con- 
stant demand  at  luncheons,  banquets  and  oth- 
er sessions. 

Born  in  Saint  Clair  County  in  1890,  Mr. 
Joseph  is  the  son  of  Frank  and  Elizabeth 
(Voison)  Joseph,  both  also  natives  of  that 
county.  His  father  was  a  farmer.  Mr.  Joseph 
was  an  outstanding  athlete  in  his  school  days. 
He  began  his  education  in  the  rural  schools  of 
Saint  Clair  County  and  was  graduated  from 
the  O 'Fallon  High  School  in  1909.  He  was  a 
letterman  at  high  school  and  set  a  record  for 
the  220-yard  dash,  a  record  which  stands  to- 
day. He  majored  in  science  at  McKendree  Col- 
lege, Lebanon,  and  studied  biology  and  public 
speaking  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  Urbana. 
For  six  years  he  was  an  educator,  four  of 
them  principal  in  the  schools  at  Summerfield. 
a  village  in  Saint  Clair  County.  In  1914  he 
resigned  that  position  to  secure  the  franchise 
for  Dodge  Brothers  automobiles  in  Belleville 
and  he  has  been  operating  as  head  of  Oliver 
C.  Joseph,  Inc.,  ever  since. 

In  1914,  also,  Mr.  Joseph  married  Irma  M. 
Seger,  a  native  of  Saint  Clair  County  and 
daughter  of  Fred  and  Mary  Seger.  Three 
children  were  born  to  the  marriage — Oliver 
Dee  Joseph,  Elmo  Louis  Joseph  and  Mrs  Nor- 
ma Brown,  the  latter  the  mother  of  Stephen 
Brown,  who  spends  his  summers  with  his 
grandparents  in  O'Fallon.  The  younger  Oli- 
ver Dee  Joseph  is  a  talented  and  renowned 
musician,  a  flutist.  Four  times  he  has  won  the 
Gold  Medal  in  the  Illinois  State  Sectional 
Music  Contest.  In  the  United  States  Merchant 
Marine    in    World    War    II,    he   now   aids   his 


father  in  the  automobile  business  and  con- 
ducts a  manufacturing  business  of  his  own. 
Elmo  L.  Joseph,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Wash- 
ington University  in  St.  Louis,  was  an  aide  to 
General  Rutledge  in  the  Italian  Campaign  in 
World  War  II  and  is  now  associated  with  the 
Chrysler  Corporation.  The  family  worships 
in  the  St.  Paul  Evangelical  Reformed  Church 
of  Belleville,. 

Not  only  as  Dodge  dealer  and  officer  of  the 
Saint  Clair  National  Bank,  but  as  civic  and 
social  leader  has  Mr.  Joseph  made  a  con- 
tribution to  Belleville  and  Saint  Clair 
County.  He  is  past  president  of  the  Belleville 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  having  held  that  of- 
fice three  terms,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Il- 
linois State  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Active  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  holds  the 
thirty-second  degree,  he  is  a  well  known 
Shriner  and  a  life  member  of  the  Shriner's 
Hospital  for  Crippled  Children.  Also,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Optimist  Club  of  Belleville, 
the  Turkey  Hill  Grange  and  various  sports 
clubs.  His  recreation  is  found  in  hunting  and 
fishing.  He  has  hunted  big  game — elk,  moose, 
deer,  mountain  sheep  and  goats,  and  black  and 
grizzly  bears  in  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, and  has  many  trophies  to  mark  his  suc- 
cess. As  a  public  speaker  making  frequent  ap 
pearances,  night  and  day,  he  is  serving  in  yet 
another  way.  In  1950  Mr.  Joseph  was  fifty- 
nine  years  old.  Yet  he  still  works  six  days  a 
week,  ten  hours  a  day,  giving  three  nights  a 
week  to  civic  and  social  groups.  His  motto  is 
work  and  he  concurs  in  that  great  saying, 
"There  is  no  substitute  for  hard  work  plus 
enthusiasm."  Work  has  made  him  a  figure  of 
eminence  in  Western  Illinois. 

HON.  WILLIAM  WYMAN  LYNN 

An  entire  corner  of  Sparta,  Randolph  Coun- 
ty, is  occupied  by  a  business  which  William 
Wyman  Lynn  has  developed  to  great  propor- 
tions and  tremendous  prestige  from  small  be- 
ginnings. This  is  Lynn  Furniture,  Inc.,  of 
which  Mr.  Lynn  is  president  and  general  man- 
ager. Mr.  Lynn  is  also  financially  interested 
in  the  First  Federal  Savings  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation of  Sparta  and  is  a  foremost  citizen 
of  the  community,  being  active  in  all  major 
civic  enterprises  and  having  served  as  Mayor 
for  four  years. 

Mr.  Lynn  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Randolph 
County  on  October  27,  1882.  He  is  the  oldest 
of  the  seven  children  of  Robert  R.  and  Sarah 
Jane  (Houston)  Lynn.  His  father  was  also 
born   in    Randolph   County   and   was   the   son 
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of  William  Lynn,  a  native  of  England,  who 
lived  in  New  York  State  until  he  moved  to 
Randolph  County  and  settled  on  eighty  acres 
of  land,  where  he  died  of  tuberculosis  at  the 
age  of  forty-five.  Robert  Lynn,  a  farmer, 
was  active  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church.  Sarah  Jane  Lynn,  another  who  was 
born  in  Randolph  County,  was  the  daughter 
of  a  man  who  came  to  the  county  from 
Ireland. 

William  Wyman  Lynn  was  educated  in  rural 
schools  in  Randolph  County  and  at  the  Sparta 
High  School,  where  he  spent  two  years.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  the  family 
farm  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Illinois 
Southern  Railroad.  He  helped  dig  the  foun- 
dation for  the  railroad's  shops  in  Sparta,  and 
afterward  worked  in  the  shops,  receiving  fif- 
teen cents  an  hour  Later,  he  worked  as  a 
carpenter  in  the  railroad's  car  shops,  and 
this  job  he  held  for  eight  years.  Finally, 
he  operated  the  woodworking  mill,  making 
timbers  to  repair  the  cars.  When  he  left  the 
line,  he  spent  two  years  as  assistant  post- 
master of  Sparta  and  then  returned  once 
more  to  railroading,  this  time  making  pat- 
terns and  molding  old  brass  into  engine  parts. 
In  May,  1912,  Mr.  Lynn  and  his  brother  Al- 
bert formed  a  partnership  and  bought  out 
Taylor  Brothers  Furniture  Store  in  Sparta 
and  this,  together  with  an  undertaking  busi- 
ness, they  operated  until  1938.  At  the  dis- 
solution of  the  partnership  in  that  year,  Al- 
bert Lynn  took  over  the  undertaking  parlor, 
while  William  Lynn  took  the  furniture  end 
of  the  business  and  developed  it  into  the 
great  enterprise  known  today  as  Lynn  Fur- 
niture, Inc.  Modern  in  every  respect,  the 
business  carries  a  full  line  of  furniture,  floor 
coverings,  appliances  and  television  sets.  Mr. 
Lynn  serves  also  on  the  board  of  the  First 
Federal    Savings   and   Loan   of   Sparta. 

On  September  27,1905,  he  married  Bertha 
Taylor,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Taylor.  Mrs.  Lynn's  father  was  a  noted 
auctioneer  in  Southern  Illinois.  He  was  a 
native  of  Sparta.  Mrs  Lynn  is  active  in  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
in  the  women's  organizations  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynn  have  two 
children — Euneva  Taylor  Lynn  Goodall,  moth- 
er of  Arthur  L.  Goodall;  and  Lucille  Lynn 
Pirtle,  the  mother  of  Lynn,  Konnie  and  Car- 
roll Pirtle.  Mrs.  Pirtle's  husband,  K.  R.  Pir- 
tle, is  associated  with  Mr.  Lynn  in  business. 

Mr.  Lynn  has  been  an  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  since  1929  and  is  also  a  trustee 
and  a  member  of  the  pastoral  committee.   For 


eleven  years  he  taught  a  class  of  young  mar- 
ried people  in  the  church's  Sunday  School.  He 
has  been  on  the  board  of  the  Randolph  Coun- 
ty Fair  Association  since  1929  and  is  a  char- 
ter member  and  past  president  of  the  Rotary 
Club.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonry,  being  a 
Noble  of  the  Shrine  at  East  St.  Louis.  He 
has  been  through  the  chairs  in  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  On  the  Sparta  school  board  for  six 
years,  he  served  as  Sparta's  Mayor  from  1929 
to  1933.  He  ranks  high  among  those  who 
have  done  most  to  promote  the  development 
of  Sparta  and  Randolph   County. 

THEODORE  DENNIS  PARKHILL 

Theodore  Dennis  Parkhill  of  Champaign 
heads  a  family  consisting  of  four  sons  and 
four  daughters,  with  respective  husbands  and 
wives,  and  in  1949  of  twelve  grandchildren — 
all  of  whom  for  a  period  of  years  ranging, 
according  to  age,  from  perhaps  six  decades 
to  a  few  years  have  worked  in  concert  toward 
the  end  that  not  only  the  family  fortunes 
might  grow  but  that  the  public  be  served 
to  the  utmost  of  their  ability.  From  farm- 
ing Theodore  D.  Parkhill  has  led  his  family 
into  intercity  and  national  transportation, 
ranching,  gravel  supply,  and  automobile  and 
truck  sales  and  service.  The  businesses,  in 
most  instances,  have  their  headquarters  in 
Champaign,  but  one  enterprise,  the  Parkhill 
Montana  Ranches,  Inc.,  is  located,  as  its  name 
suggests,  in  Montana.  Like  Mr.  Parkhill,  the 
sons  are  more  active  in  the  businesses  than 
the  women,  but  all  the  family,  old  enough, 
contributes  to  the  operations  in  one  way  or  an- 
other. All  are  active  in  civic  affairs  and  all 
are  popular  citizens  of  Champaign  County. 

The  head  of  this  family,  Theodore  Dennis 
Parkhill,  was  born  at  Shiloh  Hill,  Illinois,  on 
December  14,  1871,  the  son  of  John  and 
Eliza  Jane  (Rogers)  Parkhill.  His  father,  a 
native  of  famed  Londonderry  County,  Ire- 
land, and  the  father  of  ten  sons,  was  a 
farmer.  The  mother,  born  at  Shiloh  Hill,  was 
the  daughter  of  James  Berry  and  Ereminty 
Rogers. 

Theodore  D.  Parkhill  was  reared  on  the 
family  farm  at  Shiloh  Hill.  There  he  went 
to  grade  school.  Later  he  spent  a  year  at 
Ewing  College  in  Frankiln  County.  From 
farming  Mr.  Parkhill  first  went  into  the  liv- 
ery business.  Then  he  was  in  the  hotel  bus- 
iness and  for  a  while  he  also  operated  a 
meat  market.  Subsequently,  he  returned  to 
farming,  and  he  has  never  really  left  it  since 
that  time.  There  followed,  in  swift  or  some- 
times   slow    succession,    the    implement    busi- 
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ness,  a  general  store,  activities  in  the  buying 
of  livestock  and  shipping,  in  writing  coal 
options  and  oil  leases,  the  automobile  busi- 
ness, bus  transportation,  tours,  real  estate 
and  gravel.  Mr.  Parkhill's  companies  are,  be- 
sides Parkhill  Montana  Ranches,  Inc.,  the  II- 
lini  Coach  Company,  an  intercity  bus  line; 
Mattoon  Bus  Line,  Inc.,  a  city  bus  line;  Park- 
hill  Tours,  Inc.,  national;  Swallow  Coach 
Lines,  Inc.,  an  intercity  bus  line;  Parkhill  Mo- 
tor Sales,  dealers  in  Oldsmobiles  and  Cadil- 
lacs; Parkhill  Farms,  farming  and  gravel;  Don 
Geyer  Sales,  Inc.,  trucks;  and  American 
Stages,  Inc.,  intercity  bus  line.  Mr.  Parkhill 
was  a  director  and  a  charter  stockholder  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Christopher,  Illi- 
nois. He  was  a  member  of  the  Christopher 
Board  of  Education  and  was  active  in  the 
Modern  Woodmen,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Cham- 
paign, the  Champaign  Country  Club  and  the 
First  Christian  Church  of  Champaign.  For 
years  a  Democrat,  he  has  recently  been  vot- 
ing Republican.  The  family  maintains  their 
home  at  404  W.  Church  Street,  Champaign. 

Mr.  Parkhill  married  Emilie  Werre,  the 
daughter  of  W.  C.  and  Christina  Werre,  on 
October  7,  1894.  When  asked  what  her  activi- 
ties are  or  were,  Mrs.  Parkhill  always  an- 
swers, "Running  a  home  and  raising  eight 
children,"  occupations  of  which  she  has  been 
justly  proud.  All  eight  of  these  children  in 
the  order  of  their  birth  are :  Ruth,  the  wife 
of  Clyde  B.  Ragsdale;  John  W.,  who  married 
Gertrude  Gardner;  Olen  George,  who  married 
Mary  Huxtable;  Ambia,  the  wife  of  Clyde  W. 
Allott;  William  Theodore,  who  married  Kath- 
erine  Gay;  Earl  Russell,  who  married  Barbara 
Bergen;  Grace,  the  wife  of  A.  Neilson  Jack- 
son; and  Mildred,  the  wife  of  Robert  B. 
Chester.  Clyde  B.  Ragsdale,  Clyde  W.  Allott, 
A.  Neilson  Jackson,  and  Robert  B.  Chester 
are  all  active  in  the  management  of  the  trans- 
portation companies.  The  eldest  grandson, 
Robert  H.  Parkhill  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  and  was  an  aviation  pi- 
lot in  World  War  II.  He  is  an  executive 
of  Parkhill  Motor  Sales. 

John  William  Parkhill  was  born  at  Shiloh 
Hill,  on  March  25,  1897,  and  began  his  edu- 
cation at  Christopher.  When  he  was  grad- 
uated from  high  school,  he  went  to  normal 
school  at  Carbondale.  Later,  he  took  special 
training  in  mechanics  at  the  Greer  Automo- 
bile School  in  Chicago  For  a  time  he  worked 
as  an  auto  mechanic  at  Benton,  Illinois.  Later 
he  farmed  120  acres  of  land  at  Christopher, 
and  also  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  build- 
ing and  selling  houses,  on  some  of  which  he 


worked  as  a  carpenter  himself.  Then  he  went 
into  the  bakery  business  in  Champaign.  In 
1919  he  became  a  partner  with  his  father  in 
the  automobile  business,  and  he  is  now  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  and  the  rest  of  the 
family  in  the  other  enterprises.  He  is  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  various  transporta- 
tion companies,  a  director  of  the  Parkhill 
Montana  Ranches,  Inc.,  and  a  partner  in  the 
farming  business.  Also,  he  is  vice-president 
of  American  Stages,  Inc.  He  belongs  to  the 
Champaign  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Cham- 
paign. 

John  William  Parkhill  married  Gertrude  F. 
Gardner,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Leo- 
nore  Gardner,  at  West  Chicago  on  June  29, 
1932.  His  wife  has  devoted  herself  to  main- 
taining their  home,  which  is  at  1008  West 
Green  Street,  Champaign.  They  worship  in 
the  Christian  and  Catholic  Churches  and  vote 
Republican.  Mr.  Parkhill's  favorite  sports  are 
golfing,   fishing  and   hunting. 

Olen  George  Parkhill  was  born  on  Septem- 
ber 18,  1898,  at  Christopher,  and  went 
through  the  first  eight  grades  of  elementary 
and  the  first  three  years  of  high  school  there. 
He  completed  his  high  school  education  at 
Hopkins,  Minnesota.  In  1921,  he  took  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Science  at  the  University 
of  Illinois.  In  his  scholastic  days  Olen  Park- 
hill was  active  in  basketball,  golf  and  bowling. 
He  was  elected  to  Tau  Kappa  Epsilon. 

From  1921  to  1922  Mr  Parkhill  was  an 
agricultural  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Ben- 
ton. Since  1923  he  has  been  in  Parkhill  au- 
tomobile and  bus  transportation  enterprises; 
since  1935  in  the  Parkhill  farm  business;  since 
1937  in  the  dude  ranching  operations  in  Mon- 
tana; since  1943  in  the  gravel  pit  business. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Lions  Club  of 
Champaign.  A  member  of  the  Champaign 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  A  stu- 
dent at  the  University  of  Illinois  in  the  World 
War  I  period,  Mr.  Parkhill  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  Navy  in  1918  and  thereafter 
was  in  the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps 
at  the  university.  Mr.  Parkhill  was  a  Demo- 
crat until  1932.  He  has  been  a  Republican 
since  then.  He  is  five  feet  eleven  and  one- 
half  inches  in  height  and  weighs  190  pounds. 
Like  his  father  and  brothers  he  is  in  good 
health.  He  likes  golf,  horseback  riding,  hunt- 
ing and   fishing. 

Olen  George  Parkhill  married  Mary  Hux- 
table, daughter  of  Harold  Stafford  and  Mary 
Frances  Huxtable,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  Sep- 
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tember  20,  1938.  Mrs.  Parkhill,  a  housewife 
in  the  main,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Illinois  State 
Normal  University  who  did  graduate  work  at 
the  University  of  Chicago.  They  have  three 
sons — Robert  Theodore,  born  in  1925,  to  an 
earlier  marriage  of  Mr.  Parkhill 's;  and  Olen 
George,  Jr.,  born  in  1942,  and  Thomas  Scott, 
born  in  1945.  The  family  lives  at  1211  West 
Charles  Street,  in  Champaign,  and  worships 
in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Christopher  is  also  the  birthplace  of  William 
Theodore  Parkhill  Born  on  December  24, 
1902,  he  went  to  grade  school  and  high  school 
there  until  1916.  In  1918  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Champaign  High  School.  In  his  first 
two  years  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  1919- 
1920,  he  was  a  cavalry  cadet  in  the  Reserve 
Officers  Training  Corps.  He  spent  three  years 
in  California  and  Florida,  and  on  returning 
to  Illinois  completed  his  education  at  the  uni- 
versity, receiving  his  degree  in  1927.  At  the 
university  he  went  in  for  boxing,  wrestling, 
tumbling  and  trapeze  casting.  His  social  fra- 
ternity   was    Tau    Kappa    Epsilon. 

In  1917  , William  Parkhill  was  in  farming. 
From  1918  to  1922  he  was  a  partner  in  the 
operation  of  a  bakery.  Since  1923  he  has 
been  in  the  Parkhill  transportation  enter- 
prises, and  is  now  on  the  boards  of  directors 
and  is  secretary.  Since  1935  he  has  bee>n  a 
partner  in  the  farming  business  and  since 
1943  in  the  gravel  operations.  Since  1937  he 
has  been  on  the  board  of  directors  of  Park- 
hill Tours  and  since  1924  on  the.  board  of  the 
other  enterprises.  He  has  been  a  director  and 
secretary  of  the  ranching  business  since  1943. 
Active  in  the  community,  Mr.  Parkhill  has 
participated  in  the  work  of  the  Community 
Chest  and  is  a  member  of  such  other  organi- 
zations as  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Izaak  Walton  League,  of  which  he  was  pres- 
ident in  1946-47;  the  Elks  Lodge,  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Champaign 
County  Country  Club,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent in  1946-47,  and  the  Illinois  Bus  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  five  feet  ten  inches  tall,  weighs 
165  pounds,  has  blue  eyes  and  a  light  com- 
plexion, and  is  blond.  His  recreations  include 
golf,  horseback  riding,  fishing,  hunting,  box- 
ing and  wrestling.  He  also  changed  from 
Democrat  to   Republican   in    1932. 

William  Theodore  Parkhill  married  Kath- 
erine  Gay,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  C  Gay  of  Lincoln,  Illinois,  at  Ed- 
wardsville  on  December  23,  1930.  Now  a 
housewife,  Mrs  Parkhill,  educated  at  Lincoln 
College  and  University  of  Chicago,  formerly 
did    social   work    in    Chicago.     Mr.    and    Mrs. 


Parkhill  are  the  parents  of  Richard  John 
Parkhill,  born  in  1931,  and  Catherine  Gay 
Parkhill,  born  in  1935.  Their  home  is  at 
1114  West  Charles  Street,  Champaign,  and 
they  worship  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

Earl  Russell  Parkhill  was  born  at  Christo- 
pher on  February  23,  1905.  He  was  grad- 
uated from  elementary  school  in  his  native 
community  in  1918  and  from  the  Champaign 
High  School  in  1922.  In  1927  he  took  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  the  University 
of  Illinois.  While  a  student  there,  he  spent 
four  years  in  the,  Reserve  Officers  Training 
Corps  and  in  June,  1927,  when  he  was  grad- 
uated, was  commissioned  a  Second  Lieutenant 
in  the  Cavalry.  He  was  elected  to  the  Scab- 
bard and  Blade,  military  fraternity,  and  Tau 
Kappa   Epsilon,   social   fraternity. 

In  1919  he  too  became  a  partner  in  the 
Parkhill  bakery,  with  which  he  remained  until 
1922.  Since  1918  he  has  been  in  the  family 
automobile  business  as  a  partner.  Since  1924 
he  has  been  on  the  board  of  Parkhill  Tours 
and  since  1923  on  the  boards  of  the  bus  trans- 
portation companies.  In  1935  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  farm  operations,  in  1937  a 
director  of  Parkhill  Montana  Ranches  and  in 
1943  a  partner  in  the  gravel  pit  business.  He 
has  along  with  other  members  of  the  family 
also  been  active  in  all  the  business,  as  build- 
ing from  a  small  financial  start  on  the  free 
enterprise  system  and  plowing  earnings  back 
into  the  business.  He  is  active  in  all  the 
Parkhill  enterprises,  and  especially  in  the  field 
of  transportation,  being  on  the  board  of  di- 
rectors and  chairman  of  the  safety  committee 
of  the  Illinois  Bus  Association.  He  was  also 
on  the  board  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Cham- 
paign and  has  worked  with  the  Community 
Chest  and  the  Champaign  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, having  been  on  the  board  of  the  last 
named.  Other  organizations  to  which  he  be- 
longs include  the  Elks  Club,  the  Champaign 
County  Country  Club,  of  which  he  was  a  di- 
rector, and  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  on 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church 

Earl  Russell  Parkhill  married  Barbara  Ber- 
gen, the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  L. 
Bergen  of  Frankfort,  Indiana,  in  that  com- 
munity on  September  26,  1931.  Mrs  Park- 
hill, graduated  from  the  University  of  Illinois 
in  1931,  and  was  a  member  of  Kappa  Alpha 
Theta  Sorority.  She  devotes  herself  to  her 
home  and  family.  She  and  Mr.  Parkhill  have 
two  children — J.  Bergen  Parkhill,  born  in 
1934,  and  Pamela  Parkhill,  born  in  1939. 
They   reside   at    1011    West   Williams    Street, 
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Champaign.  Mr.  Parkhill,  who  is  six  feet  tall 
and  weighs  200  pounds,  likes  not  only  golf 
and  fishing  but  pack  trips  on  horseback  in 
Montana  and  other  ranching  and  outdoor  ac- 
tivities. He  is  a  Republican.  His  major  in- 
terest is  giving  the  public  service  through 
business,  and  he  is  an  ardent  combatant  on 
behalf  of  the  free   enterprise  system. 

The  family  has  always  worked  together  for 
the  common  good,  finding  its  head,  Theodore 
Dennis  Parkhill,  an  inspiration  and  a  source 
of  wisdom  and  confidence.  The  many  varied 
Parkhill  business  enterprises  are  related  in 
that  they  are  built  around  transportation  and 
recreation,  serving  both  those  who  can  af- 
ford personal  automotive  transportation  and 
those  who  must  avail  themselves  of  public 
transportation  to  pursue  their  own  business 
or  professional  efforts,  and  to  enjoy  their 
hobbies  or  varied  forms  of  recreation.  In  this 
amalgamation  of  interests  the  Parkhill  fam- 
ily has  truly  served  the  public. 

HORACE  WESLEY  CLARK 

When  Horace  Wesley  Clark  of  Mattoon 
died  in  1931,  the  world  lost  one  of  its  most 
valuable  figures — a  man  who  for  years  had 
contributed  to  major  developments  in  the 
field  of  public  utilities,  water  supply,  plumb- 
ing and  heating  and  industry  in  general,  and 
inventor  to  whom  at  least  fifty  important  in- 
ventions were  attributed.  He  was  once  supen- 
intendent  and  later  owner  of  the  waterworks 
at  Mattoon  and  was  the  founder  and  operator 
of  the  H.  W.  Clark  Company  of  Mattoon, 
manufacturers  of  the  Clark  meter  box,  an  in- 
vention of  Mr.  Clark's  which  gained  internat- 
ional attention  and  distribution. 

Horace  Wesley  Clark  was  born  in  Mattoon 
on  May  28,  1871,  the  third  son  of  the  late 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Horace  S.  Clark,  pioneer  res- 
idents of  that  city.  Such  was  Judge  Clark's 
standing  in  the  community  that  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  death  on  April  11,  1907,  the 
Mattoon  Commercial  wrote,  "Again  Mattoon 
has  been  called  upon  to  yield  up  one  of  her 
ablest,  most  active  and  progressive  men;  again 
she  has  had  to  surrender  one  of  her  foremost 
lawyers  and  again  she  has  had  to  release  a 
judge  for  the  higher  courts  at  the  bar  of 
God.  .  ."  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
Judge  of  the  Mattoon  City  Court  and  a  leader 
in  the  political,  civic  and  social  life  of  the  en- 
tire county.  He  was  a  colonel  in  the  Union 
Army  in  the  Civil  War  and  was  wounded  in 
the  Battle  of  Bull  Run  and  later  again  at  Get- 
tysburg. An  attorney  before  the  Civil  War,  he 


resumed  his  practice  after  leaving  the  Army 
and  founded  the  law  firm  of  Clark  and  Scott 
of  Mattoon,  a  firm  which  continued  until  ill- 
ness of  the  junior  partner  forced  its  dissolu- 
tion a  few  years  after  the  Judge's  death.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  in  1880  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  in  1888  and  was  tem- 
porary chairman  of  the  State  Convention  in 
1890.  In  1890,  also,  he  was  commander  of 
the  Illinois  G.  A.  R.  and  in  1892  he  was  can- 
didate for  Governor  of  Illinois.  He  became 
president  of  the  Mattoon  Gold  Mining  Com- 
pany and  was  attorney  for  the  Illinois  Central 
and,  in  special  cases,  the  Big  Four.  The  son 
of  Joseph  P.  and  Charlotte  Clark,  he  was  born 
in  Huntsburgh,  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  on 
August  12,  1840,  and  on  March  3,  1864,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Betts  of  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  who  became  the  mother  of  Horace  Wes- 
ley Clark  as  well  as  Russell  S.  Clark,  Chicago 
attorney,  and  Czarina  Clark,  later  the  wife  of 
Dr.  C.  II.  Tillotson  of  Mattoon. 

Horace  Wesley  Clark  was  educated  at  Lee's 
Academy  in  Loxa,  Coles  County,  and  later 
studied  law  in  his  father's  office.  Coming  from 
a  long  line  of  eminent  lawyers  he  was  expect- 
ed to  follow  in  that  profession.  But  the  chance 
purchase  of  the  Mattoon  waterworks  in  1891 
completely  changed  Mr.  Clark's  career  and 
gave  to  the  world  some  fifty  inventions  per- 
taining to  waterworks  equipment.  He  became 
superintendent  of  the  water  works,  then  a 
small  plant,  but  afterward  assumed  owner- 
ship and  full  management,  installing  one  of 
the  first  electrified  water  plants  in  the  nation. 
He  maintained  this  plant  until  1912,  when 
it  was  purchased  by  the  Central  Illinois  Pub- 
lic Service  Company.  In  this  period,  also,  he 
became  a  plumbing  and  heating  engineer,  op- 
erating one  of  the  leading  plumbing  shops  in 
the  city. 

As  early  as  1893  Mr.  Clark  conceived  the 
idea  of  a  frost-proof  meter  box  to  protect 
the  water  meter  at  the  curb  from  weather 
and  tampering  This  idea  led  to  the  invention 
of  the  Clark  meter  box,  patented  in  1902 
and  now  an  international  product.  In  1912 
the  H.  W.  Clark  Company  was  incorporated 
to  manufacture  the  Clark  meter  box.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1913,  the  firm  moved  into  its  new  factory 
in  Mattoon,  and  Mr.  Clark  maintained  control 
until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  American  Water  Works  As- 
sociation, his  membership  dating  back  to  1893. 
He  was   one   of  the   founders  of  the  Illinois 
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Water  Works  Association,  now  a  division  of 
the  national  organization,  and  he  held  mem- 
berships also  in  the  New  England  and  the 
South  West  Water  Works  Associations  and 
the  American  Society  of  Engineers.  He  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  Mattoon  Association 
of  Commerce.,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Mattoon  and 
the  Mattoon  Country  Club.  He  also  belonged 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Methodist  Church   of  Mattoon. 

On  December  3,  1891,  Mr.  Clark  married 
Inez  K.  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Mattoon  on 
June  12,  1871,  and  who  is  the  daughter  of 
the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calvin  Moore,  pioneer 
residents  of  that  city.  Three  sons  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark — Kenneth  Wesley 
Clark,  on  December  14,  1892,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 21,  1945;  Donald  Moore  Clark,  on 
May  28,  1897,  who  died  August  30,  1944,  and 
Horace  Pomeroy  Clark,  on  April  14,  1905, 
who  died  February  7,  1947.  Kenneth  Wes- 
ley Clark  married  Louella  Thomas  on  June 
20,  1914,  and  their  children  are  Inez  Eliza- 
beth, born  May  25,  1915,  wife  of  Cecil  Moore 
and  mother  of  Pomeroy  and  Jeanne  Ann 
Moore;  Mildred,  born  March  29,  1918,  wife  of 
Travis  L.  Hilsabeck  and  mother  of  Kenneth 
Eugene  and  Carol  Lynn  Hilsabeck;  Thomas 
Wesley  Clark,  born  June  28,  1924,  who  mar- 
ried Ruthelma  Greeson  and  is  the  father  of 
Nancy  Elaine  Clark;  Patricia  Louella,  born 
November  10,  1931.  Donald  Moore  Clark  mar- 
ried Dewey  Welch  Clark  on  August  6,  1922, 
and  became  the  father  of  Phyllis  Ann.  Hor- 
ace Prome.roy  Clark  married  Helen  Tolliver, 
who  died  on  July  2,  1943,  and  then  married 
Mabel  Lacy;  he  was  the  father  of  Robert 
Stephen,  Horace  Pomeroy  and  James  Paul 
Clark. 

Horace  Wesley  Clark  died  at  his  home,  3344 
Prairie  Avenue,  Mattoon,  on  January  19,  1931, 
after  a  two  year  illness  of  kidney  trouble.  His 
widow,  who  has  for  years  been  prominent  in 
civic  and  social  life  in  Mattoon,  resides  at 
1405  Lafayette  Avenue,  Mattoon.  On  June 
12,  1949,  Mrs.  Clark  celebrated  her  seventy- 
eighth  birthday.  In  the  long  years  since  her 
husband's  death  she  has  witnessed  the  rise 
of  his  reputation  as  a  man  who  contributed 
to  her  city's  progress,  development  and  wel- 
fare. 

HON.  DONALD  SHORES  FUNK 

There  are  few  residents  of  Illinois  who 
do  not  know  the  name  of  the  Honorable 
Donald   Shores   Funk   of   Springfield   and   the 


part  he  has  played  in  the  development  of  the 
state  and  the  improvement  of  its  business 
and  banking  machinery  and  its  governmen- 
tal system.  Mr.  Funk,  president  of  the  Sanga- 
mo  Electric  Company  of  Springfield,  is  ac- 
tive in  other  business  and  industrial  fields 
and  in  banking,  and  is  currently  adding  dis- 
tinction to  an  already  distinguished  public  ca- 
reer by  serving  on  the  Illinois  Commission 
to  Study  State  Government,  popularly  known 
as  the   "Little.  Hoover  Commission." 

Mr.  Funk  was  born  at  Bloomington,  in  Mc- 
Lean County,  on  October  16,  1895.  His  par- 
ents were  Deane  N.  and  Fern  S.  Funk  both 
of  whom  were  also  born  in  Illinois.  Donald 
Funk  was  given  his  early  education  in  the 
McLean  County  elementary  and  high  schools 
and  then  went  to  Yale  University,  New  Ha- 
ven, Connecticut,  where  in  1917  he  took  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Following  his 
graduation  from  Yale,  Mr.  Funk  returned  to 
Illinois  and  in  August,  1917,  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Sangamo  Electric  Company.  In 
March,  1918,  he  took  a  military  leave  of  ab- 
sence and  went  into  the  United  States  Army, 
serving  until  the  Armistice  ended  World  War 
I  and  for  a  few  months  longer.  Honorably 
discharged  in  1919,  Mr.  Funk  resumed  his 
work  with  the  electric  company.  Little  by 
little  he  worked  up  through  the  ranks  until 
he  became  manager.  Then  he  was  elevated 
to  general  manager  and  in  March,  1939,  elect- 
ed to  his  present  office  of  president.  In  ad- 
dition to  serving  in  this  office  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  boards  of  directors  of  the  Spring- 
field Marine  Bank,  the  Springfield  Boiler 
Company  and  the  Union  Special  Machine 
Company. 

On  October  6,  1934,  Mr.  Funk  married 
Mary  Douglas  Hay,  daughter  of  that  prom- 
inent Illinois  citizen,  Logan  Hay.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Funk  have  two  children — Donald  Hay 
Funk,  who  was  born  on  June  9,  1937,  and 
Louise  Emily  Funk,  who  was  born  on  Sep- 
tember 14,  1940  The  family  lives  at  2  Sun- 
set Lane,  Springfield,  and  worships  in  that 
city's  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  the  years  Mr.  Funk  was  rising  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Sangamo  Electric  Company,  he 
was  also  making  a  reputation  in  civic  life,  for 
he  has  always  been  interested  in  public  af- 
fairs, in  community  development  and  good 
government.  His  appointment  to  the  "Little 
Hoover  Commission"  is  both  a  recognition  of 
this  public  interest  and  a  channeling  of  his 
zeal  and  ability  into  an  investigation  likely 
to    lead    to    more    efficient    and    economical 
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government  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  He  also 
serves  on  the  directorate  of  the  Illinois  Man- 
ufacturers Association  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Sangamo  Club  of  Springfield.  He  is  recog- 
nized throughout  the  state  as  one  of  its  most 
valuable  citizens. 

MISS  LEONA  SUTTELLE 

One  of  the  largest  foundries  in  Illinois  is 
the  Kankakee  Foundry  Company  in  Kanka- 
kee. Of  this  business  Miss  Leona  Suttelle  is 
president.  The  concern  makes  castings  for 
several  large  concerns  and  its  president  as 
well  as  her  associate,  Edward  Schneider,  vice- 
president,  are  among  the  better  known  figures 
in  this  field  in  the  state. 

Miss  Suttelle  was  born  in  Bradford,  Penn- 
sylvania, but  attended  school  and  lived  all 
during  childhood  at  Erie,  in  that  state.  When 
she  completed  her  education  Miss  Suttelle 
went  into  teaching,  then  secretarial  work.  Her 
first  experience  in  the  present  field  began 
when  she  became  secretary  to  the  president 
of  a  foundry  at  Dayton,   Ohio. 

In  1926,  when  Ferdinand  Schneider,  broth- 
er of  her  vice-president,  and  a  native  of  Fort 
Recovery,  Ohio,  purchased  the  Kankakee 
Foundry  from  the  Gartlands,  he  made  Miss 
Suttelle  manager  of  the  plant  by  his  will 
when  he  died  in  1941;  and  Miss  Suttelle  was 
promoted  to  general  manager.  She  continued 
in  this  capacity  until  she  and  Edward  became 
partners  by  purchase  of  the  stock  in  1945. 
The  foundry  had  been  incorporated  under 
Ohio  laws  from  1937  to  1945.  But  from  1945 
to  1948  under  Illinois  law,  it  operated  as  a 
partnership  In  1948,  it  was  again  incorpo- 
rated, under  Illinois  laws,  with  Miss  Suttelle 
as  president  and  Edward  Schneider  as  vice- 
president. 

Now  one  of  the  largest  foundries  in  the 
state  and  one  of  the  best  known  foundries 
in  the  Middle  West,  the  Kankakee  Foundry 
operates  with  totally  modern  equipment  and 
it  has  a  record  of  being  accident  free.  The 
plant  covers  several  thousand  square  feet  of 
space.  Its  castings  are  made  for  such  large 
concerns  as  the  Caterpillar  Tractor  Company 
and  the  A.  O.  Smith  Corporation's  water 
heater  division  in  Kankakee. 

Miss  Sutelle  is  not  only  a  leading  person- 
ality in  the  foundry  world  but  an  outstand- 
ing citizen  of  Kankakee  and  Eastern  Illi- 
nois. 

TROY  EDWIN  HART 

Hai't's  department  store  in  Harrisburg  is 
one  of  the  outstanding  mercantile  institutions 


of  Southern  Illinois.  Since  the  late  1930's 
Troy  Edwin  Hart,  son  of  the  founder,  has 
been  its  manager,  his  father  being  more  ac- 
tive in  farming  and  real  estate  interests, 
Troy  Hart  is  himself  the  founder  of  Hart's 
Motors  of  Harrisburg,  direct  dealers  in  De- 
Soto  and  Plymouth  automobiles. 

Troy  Edwin  Hart  was  born  in  Pope  County 
on  April  11,  1910,  the  son  of  Byrom  and 
Cara  (Wallace)  Hart.  Both  parents  were  also 
born  in  that  county.  Byrom  Hart's  father 
was  John  B.  Hart,  a  native  of  Shelbyville, 
Tennessee,  who  was  taken  to  Golconda,  in 
Pope  County,  in  his  infancy  where  he  grew 
up  and  became  one  of  Pope  County's  most 
prominent  citizens.  John  B.  Hart  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety  in  1942.  The  Hart  family  orig- 
inated in  Charleston,  South  Carolina  being 
well  established  there  at  the  time  of  the  war 
of  1776.  Byrom  Hart,  who  founded  Hart's 
department  store  in  Harrisburg  in  1925,  has 
long  been  one  of  Saline  County's  leading 
citizens;  he  has  served  for  many  terms  on 
the  Harrisburg  High  School  board  of  educa- 
tion, and  as  a  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank.  His  activities  reach  into  every  phase 
of  life  in  the  community. 

Troy  Hart,  an  only  child,  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  elementary  schools  at  Carrier 
Mills,  Saline  County.  In  1928  he  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Harrisburg  High  School  and 
four  years  later  from  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity, at  Evanston,  receiving  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  He  is  a  member  of  Tau 
Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity.  Following  the  tak- 
ing of  his  degree  Mr.  Hart  went  into  his 
father's  department  store  at  Harrisburg.  He 
started  at  the  "bottom  of  the  ladder,"  he 
agreeing  with  the  elder  Mr.  Hart  that  this 
would  be  the  only  way  to  obtain  a  thorough 
grounding  in  the  business.  He  has  worked 
in  every  department,  and  has  handled  ship- 
ping, maintenance,  office  work,  administra- 
tion and  merchandising.  With  his  father  con- 
centrating his  efforts  with  farming  and  real 
estate,  he  took  over  active  management  of 
the  store  about  1939.  The  store  employs  forty 
persons.  In  1946,  Mr.  Hart  established  the 
Hart  Motor  Company  in  Harrisburg,  having 
been  awarded  the  DeSoto-Plymouth  franchise. 
In  this  business  he  employs  eighteen.  The 
automobile  enterprise  has  attractive  sales- 
rooms and  is  outfitted  with  modern  machinery 
for  sales  and  service  and  repairs. 

On  April  25,  1931,  Mr.  Hart  married  Vera 
Miller,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Miller  of  Carrier  Mills.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Hart 
are  the  parents  of  a  son  and  daughter — Wil- 
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liam  Byrom  Hart,  who  was  born  on  February 
17,  1932,  and  Janet  Elizabeth  Hart,  who  was 
born  on  April  29,  1943.  Mrs.  Hart  is  active 
socially  and  is  a  member  of  the  Parent-Teach- 
er Association,  The  Evergreen,  and  the  Wom- 
en's Club  of  Harrisburg.  The  family  worships 
in  the  Baptist  Church.  The  country  home  is 
on  one  of  the  two  farms  owned  by  Mr.  Hart. 
The   farms   aggregate   four   hundred    acres. 

Mr.  Hart  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  State 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Harrisburg  Lodge 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  a  former  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Harrisburg  (1934-1938).  He  is  a 
Republican.  Both  he  and  his  father  enjoy 
fishing  and  hunting.  Like  his  father,  Troy 
Hart  participates  in  every  movement  aimed 
at  community  and  regional  betterment. 

JOHN  LEE  BOYD 

The  eastern  half  of  Coles  County  is  a  highly 
agricultural  region  whose  products  run  to  high 
sums  yearly.  In  that  area  John  Lee  Boyd  of 
Charleston  has  centered  all  his  activities,  and 
in  doing  so  has  contributed  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  farm  area  as  well  as  serv- 
ing his  urban  neighbors.  This  he  has  done 
through  handling  the  agency  for  the  Allis- 
Chalmers  Company,  makers  of  farm  imple- 
ments. He  is  also  agent  for  Monai-ch  Prod- 
ucts in  that  part  of  the  county  and  oper- 
ates a  filling  station  selling  these  products 
to  the  public  at  large.  Born  in  Coles  County 
on  July  28,  1900,  John  Lee  Boyd  got  his 
start  on  a  farm.  He  was  one  of  four  children 
of  Franklin  Perry  Boyd  and  of  Bertha  (God- 
dard )  Boyd.  In  addition  to  farming  his  father 
operated  saw  mills  and  water  drills.  He  died 
on  April  20,  1924.  Bertha  Goddard  Boyd, 
who  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  died  on  Septem- 
ber  20,   1911. 

John  Lee  Boyd  attended  the  country  schools 
near  his  native  farm  but  left  school  when 
he  was  thirteen  to  go  to  work.  He  not  only 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  but  by  the  day  on 
other  farms.  When  he  was  sixteen  he  obtained 
his  first  job  by  the  month.  Later  he  followed 
other  pursuits  and  on  June  9,  1941,  he  went 
into  the  automobile  and  implement  business 
in  Charleston.  As  automobile  man,  he  reprer- 
sented  the  Studebaker  Company,  but  after 
one  year  dropped  the  automobile  business 
and  began  concentrating  on  farm  implements 
and  later  adding  Monarch  Products  to  his 
distributing  activities.  His  implement  busi- 
ness is  located  at  Fifth  and  Monroe  Streets, 
Charleston,  and  there  he  carries  a  complete 
stock  of  Allis-Chalmers  farm  machinery  and 


parts.  His  filling  station  is  also  complete  as 
to  stock  as  he  carries  the  entire  Monarch 
line.  Mr.  Boyd  has  a  partner  in  his  business, 
Layton  Clifton  Swinford,  a  native  of  Coles 
County,  who  resides  at  Ashmore  in  that 
county. 

On  July  7,  1923,  Mr.  Boyd  married  Eunice 
Edna  Brown  of  Coles  County  and  they  make 
their  home  at  103  Ninth  Street  in  Charleston. 
They  worship  in  the  Presbyterian   Church. 

Mr.  Boyd's  activities  extend  to  organiza- 
tional work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Charles- 
ton Lodge,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  the  Illi- 
nois Automobile  Trade  Association  and.  all 
the  implement  dealers  associations,  local,  state 
and  national.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  a 
fisherman  and  hunter.  In  Coles  County  he 
is  known  as  an  able  business  man,  much  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  his  native  terri- 
tory. 

WILLIAM  CONVERSE  STALEY 

The  largest  earth-moving  bulldozers  and 
road  rippers  to  be  seen  in  the  United  States 
are  produced  by  the  Baker  Manufacturing 
Company  in  Springfield,  under  the  direction 
of  its  president,  William  Converse  Staley. 
This  concern  works  in  a  close  relationship 
with  its  nearest  neighbor,  the  Allis-Chalmers 
Tractor  Corporation,  which  it  induced  to  move 
to  Springfield.  Mr.  Staley,  a  leader  in  the 
heavy  machinery  producing  world,  is  also  well 
known  in  health  and  welfare  circles,  in  civic 
development  work  and  industrial  organiza- 
tions. 

He  was  born  in  Springfield  on  September 
28,  1899,  the  son  of  Edward  E.  and  Elsie 
(Converse)  Staley,  both  also  natives  of  Illi- 
nois. The  father,  also  one  of  the  state's  most 
prominent  residents,  became  president  of  the 
Baker  Manufacturing  Company  upon  the  re- 
tirement of  its  founder,  M.  W.  Baker.  Mr. 
Baker  established  the  company  at  Piano,  Ken- 
dall County,  in  1908,  with  offices  in  Chicago. 
In  1913,  the  plant  and  headquarters  wei'e 
moved  to   Springfield. 

William  C.  Staley,  reared  in  Springfield, 
went  through  its  grade  and  high  schools. 
Then  he  spent  two  years  at  the  James  Milli- 
kin  University  in  Decatur.  Mr.  Staley's  father 
was  president  of  the  Baker  Manufacturing 
Company  when,  on  leaving  college,  he  went 
to  work  in  the  plant.  His  first  job  was  that 
of  testing  equipment  made  by  the  company. 
This  he  did  by  driving  tractors  pulling  such 
equipment.  He  went  from  one  job  to  an- 
other, gaining  experience.    Eventually  he  en- 
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tered  the  executive  offices  as  purchasing 
agent.  Then  he  moved  from  one  job  to  an- 
other in  that  phase  of  the  business,  until  he 
became  manager  and  vice-president.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  father  in  December,  1943, 
Mr.   Staley  was  elected  president. 

In  1920,  Mr.  Staley  married  Jeoinie  Barnes, 
from  whom  he  is  now  divorced  Two  children 
were  born  to  them :  Elise  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert V.  O'Keefe,  born  in  1924,  the  mother  of 
Diane  and  Jennifer  O'Keefe,  and  William 
Converse  Staley,  Jr.,  born  in  1925,  a  vet- 
eran of  World  War  II  and  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  University.  The  son,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Bennett  of  Chicago,  is  in  the  ad- 
vertising department  of  the  Baker  Manufac- 
turing Company 

The  senior  Mr.  Staley's  administration  of 
the  company  has  done  much  to  expand  its 
operations  and  extend  its  sales  not  only  in 
the  United  States  but  foreign  countries  as 
well.  He  guided  the  company  in  World  War 
II  through  a  vital  program  for  the  armed 
forces,  adapting  bulldozers,  earth-movers  and 
similar  heavy  equipment  for  use  with  tanks 
and  Corps  of  Engineers  equipment.  When 
first  established  in  1908,  the  company  made 
horse-drawn  dirt  graders  and  snow  plows.  In 
expanding,  it  added  horse-drawn  street  sweep- 
ers and  later,  keeping  abreast  of  the  times, 
motorized  these  machines.  After  World  War 
I,  when  again  the  company  worked  on  Govern- 
ment contracts,  it  made  self-loading  earth- 
moving  scrapers  and  self-loading  snow  plows 
and  truck  snow-plows,  as  well  as  tractor  snow 
plows.  The  truck,  tractor  and  motorized  snow 
plows  continue  to  be  major  items  in  the  com- 
pany's business.  The  snow-moving  equipment 
is  sold  chiefly  to  governmental  agencies,  state 
and  municipal.  The  earth-moving  bulldozers 
are  sold  to  contractors.  About  twenty  per- 
cent of  the  products  go  into  the  foreign  trade. 
The  company  is  one  of  the  largest  exporters 
in  its  field  in  the  United  States.  Four  hun- 
dred persons  are  employed  in  plant  and  office. 
Baker  equipment  is  made  to  fit  and  work  on 
Allis-Chalmers  tractors  and   caterpillars. 

Mr.  Staley  is  a  member  of  the  Springfield 
and  State  Chambers  of  Commerce,  a  director 
of  the  Illinois  Manufacturers  Association  and 
active  in  Community  Fund  and  related  types 
of  drives.  He  has  won  great  stature  as  an 
industrialist  and  citizen. 

ULYSSESS  A.  COTE 

The  contribution  of  Ulyssess  A.  Cote  to 
the  development  of  modern  Illinois  is  being 
made  through  several  avenues — the  brick  and 


tile  business,  drainage  engineering  business 
and  agriculture  farming  business  besides 
holding  various  public  offices  in  the  com- 
munity. Headquarters  of  all  the  enterprises 
are  in  St.  Anne,  Kankakee  County,  Illinois. 
Mr.  Cote  has  made  a  reputation  throughout 
Illinois  as  an  industrialist  and  farmer. 

He  was  born  at  Papineau,  Iroquois  County, 
Illinois,  in  1874,  the  son  of  August  and  Eudo- 
lia  Langellier  Cote,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Canada.  He  was  the  only  son  of  a 
family  of  six  children.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  in  Iroquois  County  being  one  of  the 
early  settlers  arriving  in  this  territory  with 
little  more  than  the  belongings  he  could  car- 
ry. He  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  82  and 
at  his  death  in  1920  left  an  estate  of  some 
five  hundred  acres  of  fertile  land.  Ulyssess 
received  his  elementary  education  in  counti'y 
schools,  attending  the  Watseka  High  School 
and  continued  his  schooling  at  the  Onarga 
Seminary  at  Onarga,  Illinois,  and  in  1904  re- 
ceived his  degree  in  business  education.  Up- 
on leaving  college,  he  worked  on  the  farm 
with  his  father  until  1906  and  then  accepted 
a  position  as  bookkeeper  for  the  St.  Anne 
Brick  &  Tile  Company  at  a  salary  of  $10.00 
per  week.  From  the  records  it  is  quite  ap- 
parent that  in  addition  to  his  office  work  he 
found  time  to  learn  the  business  by  firing  the 
boilers  and  kilns,  running  the  machinery,  load- 
ing tile,  and  doing  many  other  things  nec- 
essary to  the  successful  operation  of  the 
plant.  The  St.  Anne  Brick  &  Tile  Company 
was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  in  1906  by  twelve  local  business 
men,  and  during  the  following  nine  years 
Mr.  Cote  acquired  two-fifths  of  the  outstand- 
ing stock.  In  1915  he  acquired  the  balance 
of  the  outstanding  stock  of  the  company 
which  gave  him  complete  control  of  the  plant 
which  he  has  continued  as  the  St.  Anne  Brick 
&  Tile  Company  and  of  which  he  has  since 
been  president.  Under  Mr.  Cote's  direction 
the  St.  Anne  Brick  &  Tile  has  expanded  con- 
siderably and  become  one  of  the  best  known 
businesses  in  its  field  in  Eastern  Illinois. 
They  employ  from  fifty  to  seventy  men  the 
year  round  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
weeks  in  the  early  '30's  the  plant  has  been 
in  continuous  operation  from  the  time  Mr- 
Cote  acquired  the  plant.  Such  buildings  as 
the  Palmer  House,  Stevens  Hotel,  Merchan- 
dise Mart,  new  Chicago  Post  Office,  and  many 
other  large  buildings  used  St.  Anne  Brick  & 
Tile   Company   material   exclusively. 

Mr.  Cote  also  founded  the  St.  Anne  Farm 
Drainage   Co.   which   has   developed   into   the 
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largest  farm  drainage  engineering  company 
in  the  middle  west.  This  company  is  known 
particularly  for  its  farm  drainage  engineer- 
ing of  scientific  drainage  systems  and  has 
installed  many  millions  of  feet  of  drain  tile, 
which  of  course  is  all  manufactured  by  the 
St.  Anne  Brick  &  Tile  Company.  This  com- 
pany employs  approximately  thirty-five  train- 
ed men  including  five  drainage  engineers  to- 
gether with  ditching  machines,  drag  lines,  bull 
dozers,  trucks,  and  other  machinery  necessary 
for  a  complete   drainage  installation. 

About  1920  Mr.  Cote  saw  the  possibilities 
in  a  large  acreage  of  land  lying  near  St. 
Anne  and  began  the  systematic  purchase  of 
same.  In  1943  his  farm  enterprise  was  in- 
corporated and  consisted  of  some  three  thou- 
sand acres  of  all  improved  thoroughly  drained 
farm  land.  The  farms  are  operated  by  Mr. 
Cote  personally  with  hired  help  who  live  in 
the  completely  modern  homes  built  or  remod- 
eled for  them.  The  farming  enterprise  con- 
sists of  grain  farming  and  in  addition  several 
hundred  head  of  steers  are  fed  each  year. 
The  farm  operations  are  completely  mechan- 
ized and  was  one  of  the  first  large  farm 
operations  to  be  completely  mechanized.  Die- 
sel tractors  have  replaced  gas  tractors  just 
recently. 

In  1903  Mr.  Cote  married  Ella  Ashline, 
born  in  Chicago  in  1882.  Mrs.  Cote's  mother 
Arthamise  Ashline  born  in  1854  is  now  the 
oldest  living  Civil  War  widow  in  Illinois;  her 
husband  was  the  late  Lawrence  Ashline.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cote's  two  daughters  are  Hazel, 
now  Mrs.  L.  D.  Corkins  and  Eleanor,  now 
Mrs.  I.  W.  Parrish  Jr.  They  are  the  proud 
grandparents  of  four  grandchildren  and  one 
great-grandchild.  Marian  Corkins  Romein, 
Paul  Corkins,  Elian  Parrish,  Brian  Parrish 
and  great-granddaughter  Linda  Carol  Romein. 

Mr.  Cote  continues  to  give  active  attention 
to  all  of  his  enterprises  with  the  help  of  Mr. 
Corkins  and  Mr.  Parrish  and  to  serve  his  fel- 
low   citizens    in    other    important    fields. 

HON.  FRED  CHRISTOPHER  WENTHE 

Few  men  are  better  known  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  than  the  Honorable  Fred  Christopher 
Wenthe  of  Effingham.  For  more  than  a  third 
of  a  century  engaged  in  the  retail  lumber, 
building  material  and  coal  business,  he  is  to- 
day president  of  the  Wenthe  Bros.  Company 
of  Effingham.  He  is  a  recognized  leader  in 
the  State's  lumber  and  material  dealers  busi- 
ness and  chamber  of  commerce  movement  and 
has  served  as  a  City  Commissioner  of  Effing- 
ham.   Mr.   Wenthe  renders  a  further  service 


to  the  people  of  this  State  through  his  activi- 
ties as  a  member  of  the  Editorial  Advisory 
Board  of  the  Library  of  American  Lives,  Illi- 
nois edition. 

He  was  born  at  Effingham  on  June  25, 
1879,  the  son  of  Christopher  Henry  and  Wil- 
helmina  (Wiegman)  Wenthe.  His  father,  a 
farmer,  was  a  native  of  Germany.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  when  he  was  sixteen 
years  old,  bringing  with  him  a  colony  of  sev- 
enty other  Germans,  all  of  whom  settled 
about  four  miles  south  of  Effingham,  where 
they  acquired  land  from  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  at  $5  an  acre.  They  improved  their 
farms  with  buildings  and  continued  to  farm 
until  their  deaths.  They  were  among  the  orig- 
inal builders  of  the  county.  Fred  Wenthe's 
mother  was  one  of  the  colonists.  She  came 
from  Germany  when  she  was  eighteen.  Mr. 
Wenthe  was  educated  at  St.  John's  Parochial 
School,  Effingham;  in  Effingham's  public 
schools  and  at  Austin  College,  also  in  Ef- 
fingham, receiving  a  diploma  from  the  last- 
named  institution. 

For  a  time  Mr.  Wenthe  was  a  clerk  in 
the  superintendent's  office  of  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad  at  Freeport.  Since  leaving  the 
railroad  early  in  the  century  he  has  been  in 
his  present  field  of  business.  The  Wenthe 
Bros.  Company  which  he  heads  is  the  suc- 
cessor to  the  Wildi-Leddy  Lumber  Company 
and  the  Effingham  Builders  Supply  Company. 
It  is  a  concern  with  a  wide  territory  and 
tremendous  prestige. 

On  November  24,  1901,  at  Sullivan,  seat  of 
Moultrie  County,  Mr.  Wenthe  married  Mabel 
Catherine  Jenkins,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  S.  Jenkins.  Five  children  were  born 
to  them — Frederick  Louis  Wenthe,  who  mar- 
ried Marion  and  is  the  father  of  Jane  Wen- 
the; Robert  Charles  Wenthe,  whose  wife's 
name  is  Pauline;  Richard  Jenkins  Wenthe, 
who  married  Ruth  and  has  a  daughter  Caro- 
lyn by  a  previous  marriage;  Eugene  Edward 
Wenthe,  who  married  Beulah  and  is  the  fath- 
er of  Debora,  Pamela  and  Philip  Wenthe; 
and  George  William  Wenthe,  who  married 
Jeannette  and  is  the  father  of  George  Wil- 
liam Wenthe,  Jr.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Wenthe, 
the  elder,  reside  at  710  West  Jefferson  Street, 
Effingham.  They  worship  at  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Effingham,  in  which  Mr. 
Wenthe   once   served   as   a   deacon. 

Mr.  Wenthe  is  past  president  of  the  Illi- 
nois Lumber  and  Material  Dealers  Associa- 
tion and  the,  Effingham  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  a  past  director  of  the  Illinois 
State  Chamber  of  Commerce.    He  has  served 
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Effingham  as  a  Commissioner  and  in  num- 
erous other  capacities.  He  is  a  Republican. 
Throughout  his  career  he  has  devoted  much 
time  to  public  affairs  and  has  been  active 
in  launching  new  industries  and  getting  be- 
hind movements  which  have  made  for  a  more 
populous  community — a  better  community  in 
which  to  live. 

THE  A.  O.  SMITH  CORPORATION 

and 

F.  SHEPARD  CORNELL 

The  Kankakee  Works  of  the  A.  O.  Smith 
Corporation  is  the  world's  largest  plant  de- 
voted to  the  exclusive  manufacture  of  auto- 
matic storage  water  heaters.  Nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  long  and  more  than  three  hun- 
dred feet  wide,  it  was  completed  in  1946  at 
a  cost  of  $3,500,000  and  has  a  capacity  of 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  gas  and  electric 
water  heaters  a  day.  Its  unique  radiant  heat- 
ing system  is  also  the  world's  largest — more 
than  400,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  con- 
tains forty  miles  of  hot  water  piping  con- 
nected to  120  Smithway-Burkey  Gas-fired 
Boilers.  This  Kankakee  plant  is  the  home  of 
world-famed  Permaglas,  Duraclad  and  Mil- 
waukee water  heaters. 

Of  this  plant  F.  Shepard  Cornell  is  general 
manager.  Formerly  with  the  company's  home 
office  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Cornell 
has  become  a  prominent  figure  in  the  indus- 
trial world  and  to  him  is  attributed  much  of 
the  tremendous  growth  of  the  company's  wa- 
ter heater  division  at  Kankakee. 

Mr.  Cornell  was  born  in  Montclair,  New 
Jersey,  on  July  13,  1899,  and  completed  his 
education  at  Lehigh  University,  Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  had  majored  in  me- 
tallurgical engineering.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  in 
Wall  Street  and  for  thirteen  years  operated 
as  a  stock  broker.  Then  for  three  years  he 
traveled  in  Europe  as  a  representative  of  a 
bond  house,  Delafield  and  Delafield.  When 
the  United  States  went  into  World  War  II, 
Mr.  Cornell  hurried  home  and  successfully 
applied  for  a  commission  in  the  United  States 
Army  Air  Forces  He  became  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in  charge  of  a  B-17  gunnery  school. 
Separated  from  the  service  in  November, 
1945,  Mr.  Cornell  was  made  assistant  to  the 
president  of  The  A.  O.  Smith  Corporation  at 
Milwaukee,  and  thus  participated  in  the  na- 
tional and  international  operations  of  this 
great  business,  which  also  manufactures  the 
famed  Harvestore,  welding  electrodes  and 
structures,  electric  motors,  glass-lined  tanks, 


auto  and  truck  frames,  pressure  vessels,  liquid 
gas  systems,  line  pipe,  oil-well  casings,  me- 
ters for  petroleum  products,  vertical  turbine 
pumps  and  railroad  products.  In  addition  to 
Kankakee,  the  corporation  has  plants,  branch- 
es or  offices  in  Atlanta,  Boston,  Chicago, 
Dallas,  Denver,  Detroit,  Houston,  Los  Ange- 
les, Midland,  Texas,  New  York  City,  Phoe- 
nix, Pittsburgh,  San  Diego,  San  Francisco, 
Seattle,  Toledo,  Tulsa  and  Washington.  In 
July,  1949,  Mr.  Cornell  was  promoted  to 
general  manager  of  the  Kankakee  Works  and 
has  since  supervised  the  water  heater  busi- 
ness of  the  corporation.  C.  J.  Smith  founded 
the  business  in  1875.  It  was  his  son,  A.  O. 
Smith,  who  gave  the  corporation  its  present 
name.  About  55  per  cent  of  the  stock  is 
still   owned  by  the   Smith  family. 

Mr.  Cornell  married  Lucille  Fraser,  a  na- 
eive  of  Arizona,  on  July  27,  1943.  By  a  pre- 
vious marriage  he  has  three  children — Leigh, 
born  in  1925,  who  is  associated  with  the  A.  O. 
Smith  Corporation  at  Milwaukee,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Trinity  College  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Air  Forces  of  World  War  II;  Leslie,  born 
in  1928,  and  Robert,  born  in  1930,  now 
(1950)  at  the  the  University  of  Illinois-  Mr. 
Cornell  worships  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  University  Club  of  New 
York,  the  Milwaukee  Athletic  Club,  the  Ro- 
tary Club  of  Kankakee,  the  Kankakee  Coun- 
try Club  and  a  director  of  the  Kankakee 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  fraternity  is  Psi 
Upsilon.  He  has  become  an  outstanding  citi- 
zen of  Illinois  and  a  leader  in  the  water 
heating    industry. 

JAMES  BURTON  HAYES 

Throughout  the  United  States,  and  in  many 
foreign  countries,  James  Burton  Hayes  of 
Urbana  is  known  as  one  of  the  outstanding 
contributors  to  the  development  of  the  science 
of  x-ray  diffraction  in  the  country.  A  scien- 
tific instrument  maker  by  trade,  he  was  with 
the  physics  department  of  the  University  of 
Illinois  for  fifteen  years.  Today  he  operates 
the  firm  of  Hayes  Scientific  Appliances  in 
Urbana,  a  pioneer  in  the  field  of  x-ray  dif- 
fraction equipment  which  he  founded.  He  is 
of  course  known  to  the  medical  and  related 
professions,  to  the  educators  and  scientists  and 
is  active  in  the  Baptist  Church.  He  has  made 
his  science  and  skills  available  to  individuals, 
corporations,  educational  institutions  and  the 
Federal  Government  in  time  of  peace  and  war. 

Born  in  Urbana  on  March  13,  1885,  James 
Burton  Hayes  is  the  son  of  James  A.  and  Ruth 
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(Cannon)  Hayes.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Greeneville,  Dark  County,  Ohio,  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  in  which  he  seiwed  through- 
out its  four-year  duration.  He  was  a  cabinet 
maker.  James  Burton  Hayes  was  educated  in 
the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Urbana 
and  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he 
spent  a  year. 

Mr.  Hayes  began  his  career  as  an  appren- 
tice in  the  scientific  instrument  making  trade. 
After  he  achieved  journeyman  status,  he  went 
into  the  physics  department  of  the  University 
of  Illinois  and  there  remained  fifteen  years. 
He  left  the  university  in  1920  to  establish 
the  Hayes  Scientific  Appliances,  and  his  plant 
and  offices  are  at  202  North  Broadway,  Ur- 
bana. Hayes  Scientific  Appliances  helped 
design  and  manufacture  the  first  x-ray  dif- 
fraction equipment  in  the  United  States,  and 
was  the  only  manufacturer  of  this  equipment 
in  the  country  until  1940.  The  science  of  x-ray 
diffraction  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  developments  for  the  nation,  and 
Mr.  Hayes,  through  the  operations  of  his  busi- 
ness, has  had  a  hand  in  this  development.  His 
firm  also  manufactures  machines  to  test  the 
fatigue  of  metals,  another  field  in  which  Mr. 
Hayes  pioneered ;  recording  viscometers,  ex- 
tensometers,  ultra-filters,  various  types  of 
dynamometers  and  recorders,  and  thermom- 
eter and  chemical  glassware  graduators.  These 
apparatus  and  instruments  are  used  through- 
out the  United  States  in  industry  and  educa- 
tional institutions  and  also  in  many  foreign 
lands,  and  wherever  this  equipment  goes  there 
Mr.  Hayes'  name  is  known. 

Mr.  Hayes  married  Nellie  Mae  Whitmore, 
the  daughter  of  Frank  M.  and  Olive  Whit- 
more, in  Urbana  on  March  14,  1912.  Mrs. 
Hayes  is  active  in  church  work  and  in  the  Ur- 
bana Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayes  reside  at  408  Del- 
aware Street,  Urbana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayes  were  both  active  in  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Urbana.  Mr.  Hayes  is  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  deacons  and  is  also  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  School.  Fishing,  travel- 
ing and  sightseeing  are  his  favorite  forms  of 
relaxation.  In  World  War  I  he  put  his  scien- 
tific skill  to  use  on  behalf  of  the  nation  by  de- 
signing submarine  detectors,  such  as  helped 
put  the  "U-Boats"  out  of  commission  and 
hastened  the  end  of  the  conflict.  All  his  work 
has  helped  humanity  in  various  ways,  contrib- 
uting to  health,  industrial  development  and  to 
education. 


JOSEPH  A.  SECK 

Seven  states,  in  the  Middle  West,  the  South- 
west and  the  East,  are  the  trading  territory  of 
the  Seck-DeVault  Paint  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  Springfield.  This  is  a  firm  founded  as 
recently  as  1945,  and  yet  it  has,  through  the 
guidance  of  Joseph  A.  Seek  and  his  partner, 
established  a  prestige  and  developed  a  volume 
of  business  as  to  make  such  a  large  trading 
territory  possible.  Mr.  Seek  is  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  concern,  which 
makes  a  complete  line  of  paints  and  varnishes. 
He  is  also  a  leading  figure  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Seek  was  born  in  Miami  County,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Kansas,  on  May  7,  1905.  He 
went  to  grade  and  high  schools  in  the  nearest 
community  to  his  birthplace,  Wea,  in  Miami 
County,  and  then  studied  in  a  college  at  Kan- 
sas City,  Missouri.  He  completed  his  educa- 
tion with  special  studies  at  the  University  of 
Kansas  in  Lawrence.  Mr.  Seek  began  his 
business  career  with  a  hardware  and  supply 
company  in  Kansas  City.  From  1927  to  1945 
he  was  with  the  Great  Western  Paint  Manufac- 
turing Corporation  of  Kansas  City.  He  worked 
up  through  all  phases  and  branches  of  the 
enterprise  until  he  was  made  vice-president 
and  general  manager.  In  1945,  however,  he 
resigned  to  join  I.  H.  DeVault  in  organizing 
the  Seek  JJe  Vault  Paint  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany in  Springfield.  He  has  been  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  since  then.  To  the 
original  plant  the  partners  have  made  addi- 
tions five  different  times  so  popular  has  be- 
come their  product.  They  now  have  a  pro- 
duction capacity  of  10,000  gallons  of  paint 
and  varnish  a  day  and  they  employ  fifty  per- 
sons. They  sell  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  Kansas,  Pennsylvania  and  Texas. 
Mr.  Seek,  who  is  responsible  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  business,  has  become  noted  in 
the  paint  and  varnish  industry. 

Mr.  Seek  married  Johanna  Colson,  also  a 
native  of  Kansas,  in  October,  1931,  and  they 
have  two  children — Robert  Seek,  born  in 
1933,  and  Carol  Seek,  born  in  1935.  Mrs. 
Seek  is  also  well  known  in  the  community. 
Mr.  Seek  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Manu- 
facturers Association,  the  Springfield  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club  of 
Springfield  and  the  Springfield  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association.  He  has  made  an  out- 
standing contribution  to  his  industry  and  to 
the  business  development  of  Illinois  and  its 
capital  city. 
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HAL  L.  BURNETT 

As  early  as  1919,  when  he  was  twenty -six 
years  old,  Hal  L.  Burnett  of  Harrisburg,  seat 
of  Saline  County,  went  into  the  automobile 
business.  Today  he  is  the  owner  and  operator 
of  the  Hal  Burnett  Buick  Agency  at  Harris- 
burg as  well  as  the  holder  of  the  Hotpoint 
franchise  in  his  area.  In  addition,  he  is  a 
farmer  and  stockman.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
known  automobile  dealers  in  Illinois,  and  has 
a  national  reputation  among  automotive  men, 
and  has  made  a  local  reputation  for  his  inter- 
est and  activity  in  civic  enterprises. 

Mr.  Burnett  was  born  in  Raleigh,  Saline 
County,  on  June  2,  1893,  the  son  of  Dr.  H.  L. 
and  Emma  (Corwin)  Burnett.  Dr  Burnett, 
also  a  native  of  Saline  County,  practiced 
medicine  at  Raleigh  for  many  years.  Later 
in  life,  he  owned  the  bank  at  Raleigh  and  a 
store  as  well  as  Saline  County  farms.  His 
father  was  Hiram  Burnett,  another  who  was 
born  in  that  county  and  who  farmed  eighty 
acres  which  had  been  deeded  to  the  automo- 
bile man's  great-grandfather  in  1818.  Emma 
Corwin  Burnett  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
C.  Corwin,  who  came  to  Illinois  from  In- 
diana and  became  prominent  as  a  medical 
practitioner. 

Hal  Burnett  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Saline  County,  being  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1912.  For  about  ten  years 
he  worked  in  his  father's  bank  at  Raleigh. 
Later  he  lived  in  Cook  County  and  for  five. 
years  worked  as  a  State  Bank  Examiner.  In 
1919  Mr.  Burnett  bought  the  Chevrolet  deal- 
ership at  Eldorado  and  from  1921  to  1929 
he  owned  the  Chevrolet  agency  in  Harrisburg. 
From  1929  to  1936  he  operated  the  Chevrolet 
agency  in  Jefferson,  Missouri,  and  then  for 
five  years  he  held  the  distributorship  for  the 
Cadillac  automobile  in  three  States,  with  head- 
quarters at  Salt  Lake  City.  In  1941,  he  re- 
turned to  Harrisburg  and  organized  the  Hal 
Burnett  Buick  Agency,  which  he  has  suc- 
cessfully developed  into  its  present  large  or- 
ganization. The  agency  is  a  sole  ownership. 
Also  growing  is  his  Hotpoint  appliance  busi- 
ness. His  farm  consists  of  180  acres.  On  it 
he  maintains  a  herd  of  forty  head  of  regis- 
tered Hereford  cattle. 

Mr.  Burnett  married  Kathleen  Whitney, 
the  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Whitney 
of  Eldorado,  in  that  community  on  July  14, 
1915.  Mrs.  Burnett,  who  is  active  socially  in 
Harrisburg,  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution.  She  and  Mr.  Bur- 
nett are  the  parents  of  Emilee  and  Virginia 


Burnett.     The    family   worships    in    the    First 
Methodist  Church  of  Harrisburg. 

Mr.  Burnett,  a  six-footer  weighing  218 
pounds,  likes  most  outdoor  sports.  His  farm 
is  his  hobby.  On  the  farm  is  a  lake  which  he 
keeps  stocked  with  fish,  and  fishing  and  walk- 
ing horses  are  among  his  other  interests.  One 
of  those  who  are  helping  to  build  Southern 
Illinois,  he  is  a  member  of  Southern  Illinois, 
Inc.,  and  he  is  a  former  director  of  the  Illi- 
nois Automobile  Dealers  Association  and 
is  also  active  in  the  National  Automobile 
Dealers  Association.  In  World  War  II  he  was 
a  Captain  in  the  Illinois  State  Guard  as  well 
as  a  ms-mber  of  the  OPA  rationing  board  in 
Saline  County.  He  is  a  charter  member  and 
past  director  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Harrisburg 
and  past  master  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  128,  An- 
cient Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Raleigh. 
At  Jefferson,  he  belonged  to  the  Rotary  Club. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Harrisburg  Lodge, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
the  Harrisburg  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is 
a  Republican.  Few  men  are  as  devoted  as 
he  to  the  building  of  their  communities  and 
regions. 

RAYMOND  FRENCH  BROOKBY 

A  leading  personality  in  the  fuel  business 
in  the  twin-city  area  of  Champaign  and  Ur- 
bana  is  Raymond  French  Brookby  of  Cham- 
paign. He  is  the  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Acme  Coal  Company,  with  yards  and  offices 
at  609  North  Champaign  Avenue,  Champaign. 
Mr.  Brookby  served  with  the  United  States 
Navy  as  an  officer  in  World  War  II  and  con- 
tinues today  to  be  actively  interested  in  the 
nation's  welfare 

He  was  born  in  Chicago  on  August  1,  1910, 
one  of  the  three  children  of  Harry  E.  and 
Edith  (French)  Brookby.  His  father,  a  native 
of  Lafayette,  Illinois,  was  a  chemical  engi- 
neer who  spent  most  of  his  professional  life 
with  the  United  States  Gypsum  Company;  he 
died  in  1930.  The  mother  of  the  coal  mer- 
chant, Edith  French  Brookby,  was  born  in 
Chicago  and  survives  her  husband. 

Raymond  Brookby  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Evanston.  Following 
graduation  from  the  Evanston  High  School,  he 
entered  Dartmouth  College  in  New  Hampshire 
in  1928.  Four  years  later  he  took  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  At  college  he  was  active  in 
tennis,  and  was  elected  to  Kappa  Sigma  Fra- 
ternity. 

After  his  graduation  Mr.  Brookby  entered 
the  employ  of  Montgomery,  Ward  and  Com- 
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pany  in  Chicago,  and  was  made  a  retail  store 
manager  trainee.  He  served  this  firm  in  this 
and  similar  capacities  not  only  in  Illinois  but 
in  Iowa,  Missouri  and  Minnesota.  He  resigned 
from  Montgomery,  Ward  to  become  associa- 
ted with  George  Fry  and  Associates  in  Chi- 
cago. .  Subsequently,  he  was  with  Butler 
Brothers  of  Chicago.  On  January  17,  1949, 
Mr.  Brookby  went  to  Champaign,  where  he 
entered  the  coal  business.  This  step  he  took 
by  purchasing  the  Acme  Coal  Company,  an  old 
established  firm  to  which  he  has  brought  ad- 
ditional prestige  and  business  and  through 
which  he  has  become  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
field  of  fuel  merchandising  in  the  twin  cities. 

Mr.  Brookby  married  Frances  Ann  Mellick 
in  Evanston,  Illinois,  on  June  20,  1936.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Edith  Ann  Brookby,  who  was  born  on  October 
10,  1941,  and  Marilyn  Brookby,  who  was  born 
on  September  7,  1947.  The  family  home  is  at 
610  Hessel  Boulevard,  Champaign. 

Active  in  the  Twin  City  Fuel  Merchants  As- 
sociation, Mr.  Brookby  has  served  on  its  board 
of  directors.  He  is  a  member  also  of  the  Chi- 
cago City  Club,  the  Kenilworth  Club  of  Kenil- 
worth,  Illinois,  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Champaign,  the  Champaign  County 
Country  Club,  and  the  Champaign-Urbana 
Lions  Club.  In  World  War  II  he  saw  active  duty 
for  three  and  one-half  years.  He  was  commis- 
sioned a  Lieutenant  Junior  Grade  in  the  United 
States  Navy  in  1942  and  by  the  time  he  was 
separated  from  the  active  service  he  had  risen 
to  Lieutenant  Commander.  His  favorite  sports 
are  golf  and  tennis.  His  hobby  is  amateur 
photography. 

He  has  given  much  time  to  programs  de- 
vised to  stimulate  growth  and  welfare  in  the 
twin  city  region. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  GOBLE 

The  Goble  family,  associated  in  America 
with  farming,  civic  and  land  and  other  devel- 
opmental activities  for  three  centuries,  can  be 
traced  back  to  a  Thomas  Goble  who,  with  his 
wife  and  children,  were  residents  of  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts,  in  1634.  The  fact  that 
the  family  has  lived  in  Coles  County,  near 
Charleston,  Illinois,  for  generations — pro- 
ducing such  famous  citizens  as  the  late  George 
Washington  Goble  and  his  daughter,  Anna 
Goble — is  perhaps  more  than  a  coincidence. 
One  of  Thomas  Goble's  sons,  Daniel,  was  ex- 
ecuted for  killing  Indians  in  1676.  The  Gobies 
gradually  moved  westward,  living  for  a  time 
in  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  then  in  Western 


Pennsylvania,    whither   they   moved    in    1773, 
and  settling  in  Kentucky  before  1787. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Goble  was  the  father  of 
George  Washington  Goble  and  grandfather  of 
Anna  Goble.  He  was  born  in  Coles  County, 
on  a  farm  southwest  of  Westfield,  in  1837. 
His  father,  Daniel  Goble,  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1805,  moved  to  Perry  County,  Indiana,  about 
1824  and  married  Sytha  Walker.  In  1830  he 
moved  to  Green  County,  Indiana,  and  in 
1832  to  Clark  County,  Illinois.  In  1833  he 
settled  in  Coles  County.  He  and  his  wife,  the 
former  Ann  Brown,  daughter  of  John  and 
Judith  Ball  Jameson  Williams  Brown,  a  de- 
scendant of  George  Washington,  reared  a 
family  of  ten  children — -six  sons  and  four 
daughters,  four  of  whom  became  teachers. 
One  son,  William  Luther  Goble,  was  principal 
of  the  Elgin  High  School  of  Elgin  for  many 
years,  and  a  library  room  there  is  a  memorial* 
to  him.  Another  son,  Lloyd,  taught  in  the  nor- 
mal school  at  River  Falls,  Wisconsin.  Benja- 
min Franklin  Goble  was  a  farmer  and  brought 
up  "his  family  close  to  nature  and  in  the  ad- 
monition of  God." 

George  Washington  Goble,  who  became 
prominent  as  farmer,  banker,  public  official 
and  civic  leader  in  Coles  County,  was  born  to 
Benjamin  and  Ann  Goble  in  a  log  house  three 
miles  southwest  of  Westfield  on  December  25, 
1862,  and  received  his  entire  education  in  a 
country  school  near  his  home.  As  a  young  man 
he  moved  to  the  Harmony  community  north- 
west of  Kansas,  becoming  a  farmhand  there 
in  1885. 

On  February  23,  1888,  Mr.  Goble  married 
Arietta  Ann  Geyer,  the  daughter  of  George 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Roberts)  Geyer  of  Har- 
mony, formerly  of  Ohio.  Two  sons  and  two 
daughters  were  born  to  this  marriage — Wil- 
liam Edwin  Goble,  on  February  1,  1889,  who 
married  Lillian  Goble  and  became  the  father 
of  Ervin  Clyde  Goble,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Marie  Go- 
ble Pinnell  and  Lloyd  Elmer  Goble;  Harold 
Goble,  who  was  born  on  June  19,  1892,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Delap  on  September  22, 
1915,  becoming  the  father  of  Kinzel  Lyle  Go- 
ble, Mrs.  Ruby  Melissa  Goble  Witt  and  Nina 
Pauline  Goble  Baker;  Mary  Marguerite  Goble, 
born  February  7,  1899,  now  the  wife  of  Les- 
ter Honnold  and  mother  of  Samuel  Lester, 
Benjamin  Harold,  Barbara  Ann,  Mary  Alice, 
Judith  May  and  Martha  Marie  Honnold :  and 
Anna  Goble,  who  was  born  on  September  3, 
1908,  and  about  whom  more  later. 

From  the  fall  of  1888  until  his  death  sixty 
years  later,  except  for  a  short  period  at  West- 
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field,  George  W.  Goble  lived  and  farmed  in 
the  Harmony  community,  a  few  miles  from 
Oakland.  He  acquired  360  acres  of  land  in 
his  lifetime  and  was  greatly  interested  in  good 
livestock,  for  many  years  raising  Poland  China 
hogs  and  holding  public  sales.  Also,  he  had  a 
good-sized  herd  of  registered  Polled  Shorthorn 
cattle,  which  he  sold  privately.  Later  in  life 
he  was  interested  in  Durocs.  He  helped  or- 
ganize the  Kansas  Farmers'  National  Bank 
and  was  one  of  its  directors  until  it  merged 
with  the.  Kansas  National  Bank.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Edgar  County  Farm 
Bureau,  a  Township  school  trustee  for  fifty- 
one  years  and  a  director  of  the  Shively  rural 
school  for  many  years.  On  February  23,  1938, 
he  and  his  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding anniversary,  surrounded  by  children, 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren.  Three 
years  later,  on  May  21,  1941,  Mrs.  Goble  died 
and  on  July  23,  1949,  Mr.  Goble  died  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Honnold,  south- 
east of  Oakland.  He  lies  buried  at  Harmony 
Cemetery.  Newspaper  stories  of  his  death  in- 
dicated how  widely  mourned  he  was. 

Anna  Goble,  who  has  made  a  reputation  as 
teacher,  farmer  and  civic  leader  in  the  Oak- 
land area,  achieving  many  things  despite  the 
handicap  of  illness,  lives  on  eighty  acres  of 
the  home  place,  about  four  miles  northwest 
of  Kansas.  She  is  interested  in  good  livestock 
and  chickens,  being  partial  to  Duroc  hogs  and 
White  Plymouth  Rock  chickens.  She  took  quite 
an  active  part  in  raising  chickens  and  selling 
eggs  to  the  hatchery  until  her  health  broke 
down  in  the  summer  of  1946.  She  spent  neai- 
ly  two  years  in  a  tuberculosis  sanatorium. 
Her  health  has  improved  and  she  is  back  on 
the  farm,  taking  an  ever-increasing  part  in 
the  work.  Miss  Goble  completed  eight  years  of 
common  school  at  Shively,  which  was  located 
on  a  corner  of  the  Goble  farm.  Then  she 
drove  a  horse  and  buggy  to  Kansas  High 
School,  from  which  she  was  graduated  in 
1926.  Afterward,  she  spent  a  year  at  Eastern 
Illinois  State  College,  Charleston,  following 
which  she  taught  for  two  years  in  the  home 
county  school.  In  1932,  she  was  graduated 
from  college  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Education  and  then  attended  Terre  Haute 
Commercial  College,  which  she  was  forced  to 
leave  because  of  the  blindness  and  poor  health 
of  her  mother.  Miss  Anna  Goble  married 
James  S.  Johnston  of  Mount  Pulaski,  Illi- 
nois, on  February  18,  1950.  She  is  now  build- 
ing a  reputation  in  the  home  area  and,  like 


her  father  and  the  others  of  the  family,  is  a 
respected  citizen  of  Central  Illinois. 

FRANK  CLIFFORD  AMSBARY,  JR. 

A  specialist  in  municipal,  sanitary  and  wa- 
ter engineering  who  is  known  throughout  the 
nation,  Frank  Clifford  Amsbary,  Jr.,  is  vice- 
president  and  secretary  of  the  Illinois  Water 
Service  Company  and  manager  of  the  Cham- 
paign and  Pontiac  plants.  He  is  also  vice- 
president  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Water  Cor- 
poration. He  has  held  various  offices  and 
served  on  numerous  committees  in  the  Amer- 
ican Water  Works  Association  and  written 
a  variety  of  articles  on  water  works  engi- 
neering, as  well  as  lectured  and  given  ad- 
dresses on  his  specialty.  He  is  the  recipient 
of  the  Fuller  Award  of  the  American  Water 
Works  Association.  In  community  affairs  out- 
side his  field  of  work,  Mr-  Amsbary  has  given 
leadership  to  health  and  welfare  programs 
and  civic  projects  and  in  time  of  war  served 
in  several  different  capacities  on  the  home 
front  in   Champaign   County. 

Mr.  Amsbary  was  born  in  Champaign  on 
April  15,  1900,  the  son  of  Frank  Clifford  and 
Addie  (Aydelott)  Amsbary.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Pekin,  Illinois,  who  died  on  April  9, 
1944,  was  also  prominent  in  water  works  pro- 
grams and  in  community  activities.  He  was 
president  of  the  Champaign-Urbana  Water 
Company  until  December  31,  1926.  He  served 
three  terms  as  president  of  the  Champaign 
school  board,  two  terms  as  president  of  the 
Champaign  Club,  two  terms  as  president  of 
the  Champaign  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
twelve  years  as  president  of  the  Champaign 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  For  six- 
teen years  he  was  on  the  Champaign  Salva- 
tion Army  Advisory  Board.  He  was  also  a 
charter  and  honorary  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Champaign  and  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  held  the  thir- 
ty-second degree.  His  wife,  the  daughter  of 
John  Charles  and  Adelia  (Bradwell)  Ayde- 
lott,  also   died   on   April   9,   1944. 

Frank  C.  Amsbary,  Jr.,  was  educated  in 
Champaign's  public  schools  and  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois,  which  awarded  him  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Civil  Engineering 
in  1922.  He  was  elected  at  college  to  such 
fraternities  as  Phi  Delta  Theta,  Theta  Tau 
and  Musan,  social,  engineeiing  professional 
and  municipal  and  sanitary  engineering  or- 
ganizations, respectively.  From  June  1,  1923, 
to  December  31,  1926,  Mr.  Amsbary  was  su- 
pervising engineer  for  the  Champaign-Urbana 
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Water  Company.  On  January  1,  1927,  he 
assumed  his  present  office  as  manager  of  the 
Champaign  plant  of  the  Illinois  Water  Service 
Company.  Since  1938  he  has  been  secretary 
and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  and 
since  1940  also  vice-president.  He  became 
vice-president  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Water 
Corporation  in  1940. 

On  November  24,  1926,  at  Wilmette,  Illi- 
nois, Mr.  Amsbary  married  Frances  Wright, 
daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Ruth  (McDaniel) 
Wright.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amsbary  have  two 
children — Robin,  born  in  Champaign  on  July 
27,  1927,  and  Frank  Clifford  Amsbary,  III, 
born  in  Champaign  on  November  19,  1928. 
Miss  Amsbaiy,  after  attending  Champaign's 
elementary  and  high  schools,  took  a  course 
in  interior  decorating  at  the  University  of 
Colorado  and  was  granted  her  degree  in  1949. 
Frank  C.  Amsbary,  III,  who  attended  grade 
school  in  Champaign  and  then  University  High 
School,  is  now  (1949)  a  pre-medical  student 
at  the  University  of  Illinois.  In  World  War  II 
he  served  eighteen  months  in  the  Army,  half 
that  time  in  the  occupation  of  Korea.  The 
family  home  is  at  812  West  Clark  Street, 
Champaign. 

Mrs.  Amsbary  was  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  in  1926  and  has  served  as  a 
personnel  assistant  in  the  university's  Office 
of    Non-Academic    Personnel. 

In  the  American  Water  Works  Association, 
Mr.  Amsbary  has  been  a  trustee  and  vice 
chairman  and  chairman  of  the  Illinois  section; 
a  member  of  the  national  board  of  directors, 
1940-42;  secretary  and  treasurer,  1941-1942, 
vice  chairman,  1942-1943,  and  chairman, 
1943-1944,  of  operators  and  plant  manage- 
ment division;  member  of  specifications  com- 
mittee on  service  line  materials;  chairman  of 
the  specifications  committee  on  valve  stop  box 
and  meterbox,  and  chairman  of  the  advisory 
committee  on  the  use  of  water  in  air  condi- 
tioning. He  is  additionally  we.ll  known  in 
the  organization  by  reason  of  the  Fuller 
Award  and  his  writings,  five  papers  alone 
having  been  published  in  the  association's 
journal.  Also,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  the  National 
Society  of  Professional  Engineers,  and  a  Reg- 
istered Professional  Engineer  in  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Amsbary  has  served  on 
the  public  utility  advisory  committee  of  the 
College  of  Commerce,  University  of  Illinois, 
and  has  appeared  on  the  program  of  the  Illi- 
nois State  Department  of  Health,  in  its  oper- 


ators' short  courses  at  the  university.  He 
holds  a  State  of  Illinois  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Health  AA  Operators  Certificate  cover- 
ing both  well  and  surface  water  supplies. 
During  the  World  War  II,  he  was  zone  coordi- 
nator in  Emergency  Water  Corps  as  well  as 
chairman  of  the  Champaign  County  War  Fi- 
nance Committee,  a  position  he  held  for  twen- 
ty-one months  and  through  which  he  was 
cited  by  the  Treasury  Department  for  distin- 
guished service.  Mr  Amsbary  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Champaign-Urbana  Community  Chest  Asso- 
ciation and  served  since  1939  on  the  board 
of  the  Champaign  Salvation  Army  holding 
the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Board  for  two 
terms.  He  was  on  the  board  of  the  Rotary 
Club  for  three  terms  holding  the  offices  of 
vice-president  and  president  and  on  the  board 
of  the  Champaign  Country  Club  two  terms, 
serving  also  as  secretary  and  president,  and 
was  a  director  of  the  Champaign  County 
Credit  Men's  Association,  1945-47.  He  con- 
tinues to  serve  the  community  and  State  in 
various   public   and   quasi-public   capacities. 

HARRY  HILL  MESSICK 

Harry  Hill  Messick  was  born  in  Charleston, 
Illinois,  on  May  17,  1881,  the  son  of  Thomas 
Wilmore  Messick  and  Kate  E.  (Hill)  Messick. 
Thomas  Wilmore  Messick,  a  native  of  Bar- 
tholomew County,  Indiana,  came  to  Illinois 
when  he  was  twelve  years  old.  For  years  he 
was  a  merchant  in  Charleston,  first  in  gro- 
ceries and  later  in  shoes.  Kate  E.  Hill  Mes- 
sick was  born  in  Coles  County,  Illinois,  the 
daughter  of  John  B.  and  Mary  Hill.  Mound 
Cemetery  of  Charleston  was  founded  by  John 
B.  Hill. 

Harry  Hill  Messick,  better  known  as  H.  H. 
Messick  was  educated  in  the  Charleston  Pub- 
lic Schools  and  the  Terre  Haute  Business  Col- 
lege in  Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  obtained  his  first  job  at  the  H.  F. 
Hill  Bicycle  Shop  at  a  salary  of  three  dollars 
a  week,  while  he  was  still  attending  the 
Charleston  Schools.  Six  years  later,  1901,  he 
became  assistant  bookkeeper  in  a  wholesale 
house  in  Terre  Haute.  When  he  returned  to 
Charleston  he  went  into  the  employ  of  the 
firm  of  Boyd  &  Molter,  broom  corn  brokers, 
later  Mr.  Messick  purchased  the  interest  of 
Mrs.  Boyd  and  the  business  became  known  as 
Molter  &  Messisk.  Because  of  holdings  in  a 
company  owning  a  plantation  in  the  Louisi- 
ana Delta  Mr.  Messick  spent  a  year  as  store 
and  plantation  manager  for  this  company  in 
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Louisiana.  Upon  his  return  to  Charleston  he 
became  part  owner  in  a  retail  clothing  store 
in  that  city  and  assumed  a  position  as  clerk 
in  the  firm.  He  remained  with  this  firm  until 
1908  when  he  entered  the  loan  and  finance 
business,  later  enlarging  his  business  to  in- 
clude loan  offices  in  several  other  Illinois 
cities.  The  financing  of  time  sales  of  auto- 
mobiles, electrical  equipment  and  other  mer- 
chandise has  been  the  means  of  Mr.  Messick's 
becoming  well  known  in  the  state  in  the  fi- 
nancing business. 

Aside  from  his  business  Mr.  Messick  owns 
and  manages  several  farms  and  business 
buildings  in  Charleston  and  Mattoon  and 
throughout  the  county.  He  formerly  served  as 
a  director  of  the  Charleston  State  Bank  and 
the  National  Bank  of  Charleston.  At  present 
he  is  one  of  seven  directors  of  the  Mound 
Cemetery  Association,  and  a  member  of  Ro- 
tary International.  His  inherent  political  af- 
filiations are  with  the  Republican  Party,  when 
that  party  produces  the  right  material  for 
public  offices. 

He  is  a  lover  of  horses  and  keeps  a  saddle 
horse  for  his  equestrian  pleasure  each  Sun- 
day morning  when  the  weather  is  fit. 

Mr.  Messick  is  respected  by  all  who  know 
him.  His  ability  on  money  matters  and  his 
judgement  of  farm  lands  have  been  self 
taught  by  the  greatest  teacher  of  all  time, 
experience. 

Harry  Hill  Messick  was  married  to  Bertha 
Belle  Schmidt,  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Eunice  Schmidt  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on 
October  16,  1907  at  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Indianapolis.  Mrs.  Messick  is  well  known  in 
Women's  Club  work  having  held  offices  both 
in  her  local  club,  of  which  she  is  a  charter 
member,  and  in  the  State.  She,  too,  is  inter- 
ested in  farms  and  the  loan  businesses.  To 
this  union,  on  October  3,  1908,  was  born  a 
son,  their  only  child,  named  for  his  grand- 
father, Thomas  Wilmore  Messick.  Thomas 
married  Olivia  J.  Brennen  of  Mattoon,  Illi- 
nois on  June  20,  1934  where  they  make  their 
home  at  404  Wabash  Avenue.  Thomas  is  fol- 
lowing in  his  father's  footsteps  learning  and 
profiting  by  the  elder  Mr.  Messick's  experi- 
ence in  managing  farm  lands  and  finance 
businesses. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Hill  Messick  have  one 
of  the  lovely  homes  just  outside  of  the  city 
limits  of  East  Charleston,  where  they  enjoy 
the  companionship  of  their  family  and  friends. 


KENNETH  M.  BAYER 

The  interests  of  Kenneth  M.  Bayer  of 
Mount  Vernon  are  varied  and  far-flung.  He 
is  not  only  an  automobile  dealer  in  the.  Jef- 
ferson County  seat,  but  also  an  oil  producer 
and  contract  driller.  As  automobile  man,  Mr. 
Bayer  operates  the  Bayer  Motor  Company,  an 
Oldsmobile  firm,  with  plant  and  salesrooms 
at  Tenth  and  Harrison,  Mount  Vernon.  He 
is  also  a  partner  in  the  contract  drilling  firm 
of  Bayer  and  Hunefelt  Drilling  Company, 
which  after  operating  in  Illinois  is  now  in 
Texas.  Mr.  Bayer's  oil  activities  extend 
through  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky  and  Texas. 
His  headquarters  for  his  oil  activities  are  in 
the  Rogers  Building,  Mount  Vernon.  He  is 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Jefferson  County. 

Mr  Bayer  was  born  in  Mount  Vernon  on 
June  3,  1912,  the  son  of  Fred  D.  and  Eliza 
(Tolley)  Bayer.  His  father,  who  was  born 
at  Litchfield,  in  Montgomery  County,  has 
lived  most  of  his  life  in  Mount  Vernon,  where 
for  years  he  was  a  grocer.  He  is  now  re- 
tired. Eliza  Tolley  Bayer,  a  native  of  Jef- 
ferson County,  comes  of  a  farming  family. 
Kenneth  Bayer  went  through  the  grade  and 
high  schools  of  Mount  Vernon,  then  spent  two 
years  at  Southern  Illinois  University,  Carbon- 
dale,  and  a  year  at  the  School  of  Business 
Administration,  Northwestern  University,  Ev- 
anston.  When  he  left  Northwestern  he  re- 
turned to  Mount  Vernon  and  established  him- 
self in  practice  as  an  accountant.  In  1935 
Mr.  Bayer  founded  the  Bayer  Motor  Com- 
pany and  since  that  time  has  been  an  out- 
standing Oldsmobile  dealer.  For  two  years 
his  business  was  located  on  Mount  Vernon's 
Broadway,  but  a  fire  destroyed  the  premises 
there,  forcing  removal  to  121  North  Ninth 
Street.  In  1950  Mr.  Bayer  and  his  associates 
completed  a  new  and  modern  plant  at  Tenth 
and  Harrison.  From  1935  to  1939,  Mr.  Bayer 
devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  automobile 
business,  but  in  1939  he  went  into  the  oil  busi- 
ness. His  activities  in  this  field  have  since 
spread  into  the  other  states.  The  Bayer  and 
Hunefelt  Drilling  Company  was  formed  in 
1944.  For  two  years  this  firm  handled  con- 
tracts in  Illinois  but  since  1946  has  been  head- 
quartered at  Midland,  Texas.  Mr.  Bayer  has  a 
national  reputation  among  oil  men. 

Mr  Bayer,  married  twice,  has  a  son  by 
his  first  marriage,  David  Arnold  Bayer,  and 
another  son  by  his  second,  Forrest  Lee  Bayer. 
His  second  wife  is  Mary  Lou  (Howell)  Bayer, 
also  of  Mount  Vernon.  They  were  married 
in  1947.    They  worship  in  the  First  Methodist 
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Church,  in  which  both  are  active  and  promi- 
nent. 

Mr.  Bayer's  leadership  in  the  community 
has  brought  him  many  honors.  For  several 
years  he  was  on  the  board  of  directors  of 
the,  Mount  Vernon  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  is  also  active  in  the  Green  Hills  Country 
Club  of  Mount  Vernon.  Fishing  and  hunting 
are  his  favorite  recreations.  A  whole  nation 
benefits  when  men  like  Kenneth  M.  Bayer 
take  business  risks  in  such  fields  of  interest 
as  oil  production.  He  has  contributed  also 
to  prosperity  and  pleasure  in  a  somewhat 
related  field,  automobile  distribution. 

NORMAN  FRANCE  HIGGINS 

Mattoon,  in  Coles  County,  had  a  population 
of  18,000,  according  to  State  of  Illinois  cen- 
sus estimates  of  1949.  In  this  thriving  and 
growing  community,  the  name  of  Higgins  has 
come  to  be  synonymous  with  business  and 
civic  activities  designed  to  promote  further 
growth  and  prosperity.  The  enterprise  through 
which  the  Higgins  brothers  channel  their  ma- 
jor activities  is  the  Higgins  Oil  and  Higgins 
Implement  Company,  Inc.,  at  21st  Street  and 
Charleston  Avenue,  Mattoon.  A  major  item 
they  handle  is  Allis-Chalmers  equipment.  In 
this  firm  Norman  France  Higgins  is  the  active, 
partner. 

Norman  France  Higgins  was  born  in  Ob- 
long, Illinois,  on  July  10,  1909.  His  father 
is  Lee  A.  Higgins  and  his  mother  the  former 
Junia  McCall,  the  daughter  of  Ferry  and  Alice 
McCall  of  Oblong.  Lee  Higgins,  also  born  at 
Oblong,  was  a  farmer  there  before  coming 
to  Mattoon  where  he  was  a  machinist's  help- 
er at  the   Big  Four  for  a  time. 

Norman  F.  Higgins  went  through  elemen- 
tary school  and  the  first  year  of  high  school. 
His  high  school  year  was  in  Mattoon.  Then 
he  began  to  work  at  the  Gehl  Hardware  Store 
in  Mattoon.  After  ten  years  there,  he  drove 
a  tank  wagon  for  the  Phillips  Oil  Company, 
also  for  about  ten  years.  Then,  for  two 
years  he  was  a  railroad  man.  At  the  end  of 
the  two-year  pe,riod  the  Higgins  Oil  and  Hig- 
gins Implement  Company,  Inc.,  was  estab- 
lished at  its  present  Mattoon  address  and  it 
has  grown   greatly. 

Mr.  Higgins  married  Thelma  E.  Wood- 
fall  at  Oblong  on  September  23,  1924.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Woodfall,  who 
died  on  April  2,  1947,  and  Maude,  Woodfall, 
and  has  worked  as  an  x-ray  technician  for 
Dr.  C.  E.  Morgan  in  Mattoon.  At  present 
she  is  devoting  herself  to  her  housekeeping 
duties.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higgins  reside  on  Rural 


Route  No.  2,  Lake  Mattoon,  though  their  mail 
address  is  Box  74,  Mattoon. 

Mr.  Higgins  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Mattoon  Implement  Dealers  Association 
and  he  is  also  active  in  the  Retail  Farmers 
Implement  Association,  as  well  as  in  the 
Mattoon  Lodges  of  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Mat- 
toon Association  of  Commerce  and  the  Ki- 
wanis  Club  of  Mattoon.  He  is  a  Christian 
and  a  Republican.  Fishing  and  hunting  are, 
his  favorite  recreations.  In  good  health  and 
of  pleasing  disposition,  Mr.  Higgins  is  a  pop- 
ular figure   in   Mattoon. 

ARTHUR  OLIVER  BOWER 

Arthur  Oliver  Bower  of  Bushton,  in  Coles 
County,  is  an  internationally  renowned  live- 
stock breeder — a  man  whose  foundation  ani- 
mals have  strengthened  herds  in  many  parts 
of  the  United  States  and  in  Latin-Ame,rican 
countries — a  winner  of  innumerable  prizes  at 
local,  state  and  national  shows.  He  also 
raises  various  crops.  His  establishment  is 
known  as  Bowerhome  Farms.  Mr.  Bower  has 
done  much  to  promote  the  welfare  of  farm- 
ers, stock  raisers  and  dairy  men  in  Coles 
County  and  helped  to  organize  groups  for 
the  common  good. 

He  was  born  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  October 
2,  1900,  the  son  of  Arthur  E.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Herrick)  Bower.  Arthur  E.  Bower,  born  on 
the  family  farm  in  Coles  County,  left  the 
farm  when  he  was  eighteen  to  found  the 
livestock  commission  business  of  Bower  and 
Bower  at  Cleveland;  his  partner  was  his 
father,  O.  C.  Bower.  At  present  Arthur  E. 
Bower  is  operating  the  Cleveland  business, 
the  oldest  in  its  field  in  that  city,  with  the 
assistance  of  another  son,  William  Millard 
Bower,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  E  J.  Kanzeg 
(Lou  Emily  Bower).  Arthur  O.  Bower  was 
graduated  from  West  Technical  High  School, 
Cleveland,  and  in  1922  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Agriculture  at  Ohio 
State  University.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Dairy  Cattle  Judging  team  in  1921. 

When  he  left  college  Mr.  Bower  came  to 
Illinois  to  take  over  the  family  farm,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  He  has  engaged  in 
general  fai-ming,  cattle  feeding,  hog  raising 
and  developing  an  outstanding  herd  of  pure- 
bred Brown  Swiss  dairy  cattle.  The  founda- 
tion for  the  herd  was  laid  by  Arthur  E. 
Bower  from  1916  to  1918,  after  having  be- 
come certain  his  son,  Arthur  Oliver  Bower, 
would    on    completion    of   his    education   take 
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over  the  farm.  A.  O.  Bower  showed  the  herd 
for  the  first  time  at  the  State  Fair  in  1918, 
and  has  contniued  to  do  so  each  year  since. 
Many  foundation  animals  have  been  sold  in 
the  United  States  and  Central  America.  The 
Swiss  herd  has  been  shown  at  most  middle- 
western  State  Fairs  and  at  the  Dairy  Cattle 
Congress  at  Waterloo,  Iowa.  The  herd  has 
gone  to  various  National  Dairy  Shows  across 
the  country  from  Syracuse,  New  York,  to 
Treasure  Island,  San  Francisco,  California. 
He  has  won  premier  breeder  and  premier  ex- 
hibitor ribbons  at  many  of  these  national 
shows.  His  farm  extends  over  five  hundred 
acres. 

Mr  Bower  married  Florence  May  O'Hair, 
daughter  of  H.  Z.  and  Ida  (Craig)  O'Hair, 
in  Coles  County  in  1924.  She  died  in  1931. 
On  June  11,  1936,  at  Charleston,  Mr.  Bower 
married  lone  Lucille  Bertolet,  daughter  of  J. 
A.  and  Leni  (Cochran)  Bertolet.  By  his  first 
marriage  Mr.  Bower  became  the  father  of 
Marianne  Bower,  born  May  24,  1927,  now 
Mrs.  Loren  Doyle  and  mother  of  Loren  Craig 
Doyle;  and  Dora  Louise  Bower,  born  on  No- 
vember 10,  1930.  To  the  second  marriage 
Arthur  Oliver  Bower  was  born  on  July  10, 
1939. 

Mr.  Bower  was  a  director  of  the  Coles 
County  Farm  Bureau  for  sixteen  years  and 
served  two  years  as  secretary.  He  helped  or- 
ganize, and  served  six  years  as  president  of, 
the  Coles  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany. He  also  helped  organize  the  original 
AAA  local  and  was  its  secretary  five  years. 
He  helped  organize  the  Prairie  Farms  Cream- 
ery of  Champaign,  a  cooperative  serving  elev- 
en counties.  He  was  secretary  of  the  cream- 
ery board  for  ten  years  and  has  since  been  its 
president.  Elected  to  the  board  of  the  State- 
wide creamery  cooperative,  consisting  of  ten 
affiliated  cooperatives,  he  has  been  presi- 
dent since  1947.  From  1925  to  1949  he  was 
on  the  board  of  the  National  Brown  Swiss 
Association  He  is  past  grand  master  of  the 
Hindsboro  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  has 
been  a  deacon  of  the  Bushton  Christian 
Church  since  1925  and  is  former  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  School.  He.  leads  the 
singing  of  the  Sunday  School  and  Church 
each  Sunday.  He  is  one  of  Coles  County's 
most  popular  and  influential  citizens. 

CARL  M.  A.  NORDHEDEN 

In  1927,  a  young  man  and  his  wife,  mar- 
ried less  than  four  years,  came,  to  the  United 
States  from  Sweden  because,  having  started 
a  small  poultry  and  vegetable  farm,  they  "de- 


cided progress  was  too  slow  and  wanted  to 
try  America."  Since  then  that  young  man, 
Carl  M.  A.  Nordheden,  and  his  wife  have 
been  in  the  nursery  business — and  today  their 
firm,  West  End  Greenhouses,  at  1200  North 
Goodwin  Avenue,  Urbana,  ships  to  every  state 
in  the  union  as  well  as  to  Canada  and  has  an 
international    reputation 

Mr.  Nordheden,  the  proprietor  of  West  End 
Greenhouses,  was  born  in  St.  Herrestad, 
Skane,  Sweden,  on  January  28,  1898,  and 
was  naturalized  an  American  citizen  on  May 
20,  1936.  His  ancestors  were  all  Swedish 
farmers,  his  grandfather,  Marten  Nils,  own- 
ing and  operating  a  large  farm  called  Kis- 
tan.  His  father,  Per  Marten,  died  young, 
when  Carl  Nordheden  was  one  year  old,  and 
this  put  a  strain  on  the  economy  for  the 
mother,  nee  Cecilia  Gronberg,  so  that  the 
grandmother,  Marna  Marten  Nils,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five,  had  to  take  and  raise  the  child. 

When  Carl  Nordheden  was  fourteen,  he 
was  through  grade  school  and  confirmed  and, 
according  to  custom,  had  to  make  his  own 
living.  He  entered  the  employ  of  a  bakery, 
but  after  two  years  went  to  work  in  a  factory 
making  hats  and  caps.  During  this  time  he 
took  courses  in  bookkeeping  and  office  work 
from  Hermods  Correspondence  School,  at 
Malmo,  Sweden.  He  also  joined  the  studio 
circles  in  Tomelilla  and  visited  the  libraries 
steadily.  All  this  "came  in  handy  later,"  he 
says. 

Soon  the  life  of  the  outdoors  beckoned 
him,  and  he  decided  to  take  up  farming  or 
something  similar.  He  started  at  Flora  Nurs- 
ery in  Tomelilla,  later  working  in  Hallen- 
berg's  Greenhouses  at  Sala  and  Grimstorp's 
Greenhouses  at  Sandhem. 

In  Sandhem  he  met  the  girl  who  was  to 
become  his  wife — Elna  Maria  Levinsson.  They 
were  married  on  August  9,  1923.  They  then 
started  a  small  poultry  and  vegetable  farm, 
but,  feeling  progress  was  too  slow,  decided 
to    "try    America." 

They  came  to  the  United  States  on  Febru- 
ary 25,  1927,  and  went  to  Rockford,  Illinois. 
In  the  busy  season  Mr.  Nordheden  worked 
at  Condon  Bros.  Greenhouses  and  in  the  off- 
season in  factories.  In  1930,  he  becamd  grow- 
er foreman  at  the  Williams  Greenhouses  in 
Berwyn  and  by  1931  he  thought  he  knew 
enough  about  the  English  language  and  con- 
ditions here  to  start  his  own  business  He 
leased  the  greenhouses  of  John  P.  Friedland, 
in  Chicago,  and  in  1934  also  took  over  G. 
Kornell's  Greenhouses  in  that  city.    He  oper- 
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ated  under  his  present  name,  West  End 
Greenhouses,  and  from  the  start  his  wife 
took  an  active  part  in  the   enterprise. 

Mr.  Nordheden  saw  a  need  for  starting 
and  growing  young  plants  that  could  be. 
shipped  to  other  greenhouse  operators  who 
had  either  lost  their  own  seedlings  or  neg- 
lected to  start  them  in  time.  The  business 
progressed  and  soon  they  had  shipped  plants 
to  every  State  in  the  union  and  also  to  Can- 
ada. They  have  received  requests  from  Eu- 
rope, Puerto  Rico  and  Hawaii,  but  so  far 
transportation  costs  have  not  permitted  ship- 
ping such  long  distances.  They  have  also 
done  some  plant  breeding  and  developed  their 
own  strain  of  Cyclamens  and  have  produced 
some  new  varieties  in  other  plants.  In  1947 
the  place  in  Chicago  was  discontinued  and 
the  greenhouses  were  purchased  in  Urbana, 
the  present  location.  The  Nordhedens  are 
continuing  the  plant  breeding  and  shipping 
business,  besides  doing  a  local  wholesale  bus- 
iness  in   potted   blooming   plants. 

Soon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nordheden  will  be 
joined  in  the  business  by  their  son,  Albert 
Percy  Erick  Nordheden,  who  was  born  in 
Rockford  on  November  27,  1928.  Now  in  his 
senior  year  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  the 
son  is  majoring  in  floriculture  and  intends 
joining  the  firm  when  he  graduates  in  June 
1950.  He  is  active  in  the  Agriculture  Club, 
the  Floriculture  Club,  the  Horticulture  Club, 
the  Pershing  Rifles  and  the  Dolphins'  swim- 
ming fraternity.  His  hobbies  are  the  same 
as  his  father's — fishing,  skiing,  sightseeing 
and  color  photography.  There  is  also  a  daugh- 
ter— Rita  Maria  Patricia  Nordheden,  who  was 
born  in  Chicago  on  November  25,  1941.  The 
Nordheden  contribution  to  Illinois'  agricul- 
tural and  floricultural  progress  has  been  im- 
measurable. 

JOHN  DONALD  GAINES 

One  of  the  best  known  and  most  enterpris- 
ing real  estate  men  in  Central  Illinois  is  John 
Donald  Gaines  of  Mattoon.  In  the  insurance 
as  well  as  the  real  estate  business,  Mr.  Gaines 
is  an  appraiser  and  loan  agent  for  insurance 
companies  in  the  Mattoon  area  He  is  active 
in  local  organizations  and  especially  in  vet- 
erans' groups,  being  a  veteran  of  World  War 
II  who  served  in  important  military  capaci- 
ties. 

Born  at  Mattoon  on  January  3,  1924,  Mr. 
Gaines  is  the  son  of  John  Henry  and  Eva 
Mae  (South)  Gaines.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Janesville,  is  a  retired  railroad  machinist.  His 
mother,  also  born  in  Illinois,  is  the  daughter 


of  Alexander  and  Kizzie  (Houser)  South.  The 
real  estate  man  was  graduated  from  Longfel- 
low Junior  High  School,  Mattoon,  as  an  honor 
man.  His  graduation  from  the  Mattoon  Sen- 
ior High  School  occurred  in  June,  1943.  He 
was  on  the   B-team  in  basketball. 

Mr.  Gaines  went  into  the  military  service 
directly  from  high  school  and  was  first  sta- 
tioned at  Camp  Grant,  Illinois.  Then  he  went 
to  Truax  Field,  Madison,  Wisconsin,  for  train- 
ing in  cryptographic,  teletype  and  radio  main- 
tenance. On  July  15,  1944,  he  left  the  States 
for  South  America  and  was  stationed  at  Na- 
tal, Brazil.  From  Natal  he  went,  on  March 
24,  1945,  for  the  European  Theater  of  Oper- 
ations and  was  assigned  to  Ascension  Island, 
with  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  While  at  Natal, 
Mr.  Gaines  organized  the  squadron's  basket- 
ball team.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
crytographic  department  of  the  Army  Air 
Corps  Communication  System.  On  January 
18,  1946,  Mr.  Gaines  returned  to  the  States 
and  eight  days  later  was  separated  from  the 
service  at  Fort  Sheridan. 

The  following  May  Mr.  Gaines  was  granted 
his  real  estate  broker's  certificate  and  until 
August,  1946,  his  office  was  in  his  home- 
He  then  moved  into  his  first  office,  which 
he  had  remodeled  in  the  Carus  Icenogle  Build- 
ing, 1703  Broadway,  Mattoon.  Mr.  Gaines 
had  no  more  moved  into  his  office  in  the 
downtown  district  when  business  began  to  ex- 
pand with  tremendous  rapidity.  It  became 
necessary  for  him  to  employ  four  real  estate 
salesmen  to  handle  the  great  volume  of  trans- 
actions. After  two  years  in  the  Icenogle 
Building,  Mr.  Gaines  built  one  of  the  most 
ultra-modern  real  estate  offices  in  Central 
Illinois — in  the  Okaw  Building,  his  present  lo- 
cation. He  now  has  three  licensed  salesmen, 
his  own  auctioneer  and  his  own  building  con- 
tractor. He  is  the  appraiser  in  the  Mattoon 
and  Charleston  area  for  the  Midland  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  loan  agent  in  and  around  Mattoon  for 
the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  the  Prudential  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, as  well  as  the  Midland  Mutual. 

Mr.  Gaines  is  active  in  the  Mattoon  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce;  the  Mattoon  Lodge,  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose;  Illinois  Lodge,  No.  495,  Be- 
nevolent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  at 
Mattoon;  the  Optimist  Club  of  Mattoon,  of 
which  he  is  entertainment  chariman,  and  Mat- 
toon posts  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
and  the  American  Legion.  His  church  affilia- 
tion is  with  the  Methodist  Church.  He  is  a 
Democrat  and  an  ardent  sports  fan,  especially 
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basketball.  He  organized  his  own  independ- 
ent basketball  team  which  has  never  been  de- 
feated in  the  city  basketball  league  since  its 
organization.  His  team  gained  recognition 
throughout  the  state  and  midwest.  He  went 
to  the  finals  in  the  State  Tournament  at 
Bloomington,  the  Commercial  Solvents  at 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  and  the  Sullivan  In- 
vitational at  Sullivan,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Gaines  resides  with  his  family  at  2405 
Moultrie  Avenue,  Matton.  He  has  two  broth- 
ers, Harry  E.  Gaines,  athletic  director  of  the 
Mattoon  Senior  High  School,  and  Kenneth 
W-  Gaines;  and  two  sisters,  Frances  Fern 
Gaines  and  Opal  Madaline  Gaines.  He  is 
known  for  his  good  physical  condition,  his 
amiable  disposition  and  friendly  nature.  He 
is  described,  too,  as  one  of  the  great  builders 
of  the  future  Mattoon. 

CHARLES  WESLEY  HALL,  JR. 

The  tall  stalwart  figure  of  Charles  Wesley 
Hall,  Jr.,  of  DuQuoin  is  a  familiar  one 
throughout  the  Greater  Egyptian  area.  In  that 
section  Mr.  Hall  is  known  for  his  leadership 
in  the  automobile  business  and  in  agriculture. 
He  is  also  noted  for  devotion  to  civic  and  wel- 
fare work  and  to  organizations  dedicated  tc 
community  and  regional  development. 

Born  in  Mount  Vernon  on  January  14, 
1912,  Mr.  Hall  is  the  son  of  Charles  Wesley 
and  Alice  (Allen)  Hall.  His  father,  a  physi- 
cian and  surgeon,  who  was  born  in  Hamilton 
County,  was  the  son  of  John  Carroll  Hall,  a 
lawyer  and  Republican  leader  of  that  county 
and  the  grandson  of  Hiram  W.  Hall,  who 
served  in  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War 
with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  Dr.  C.  W.  Hall,  Sr., 
was  a  Major  in  the  United  States  Army 
Medical  Corps  in  World  War  I.  He  was  later 
active  in  the  American  Legion  and  in  medical 
organizations  and  community  affairs.  Alice 
Allen  Hall,  born  in  Jefferson  County  on 
March  15,  1888,  died  on  December  27,  1932. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  John  R.  Allen,  a 
member  of  a  pioneer  family  of  Jefferson 
County.  C.  W.  Hall,  Jr.,  had  one  brother,  two 
years  his  senior.  Born  in  1910,  the  brother, 
John  Allen  Hall,  died  in  1930.  Mr.  Hall  is  a 
grand-nephew  of  Dr.  Andy  Hall,  of  Mount 
Vernon,  Illinois,  who  was  selected  as  the  na- 
tion's outstanding  physician  in  1949. 

C.  W.  Hall,  Jr.,  went  to  the  public  schools 
of  Mount  Vernon.  He  graduated  from  the 
Mount  Vernon  High  School  in  1930,  then  at- 
tended the  University  of  Arizona,  Tucson, 
and    the    St.    Louis   University.    In    1934   and 


1935  Mr.  Hall  worked  for  the  Davidson  Bak- 
ery  in  Mount  Vernon.  Then  he  joined  the  Gen- 
eral Motors  Company's  insurance  division 
staff,  working  out  of  the  St.  Louis  office  as 
an  automobile  insurance  adjuster,  with  head- 
quarters in  Carbondale.  In  1940  Mr.  Hall 
bought  the  Chevrolet  agency  in  DuQuoin  and 
since  then  has  operated  as  the  Hall  Chevrolet 
Company,  of  which  he  is  sole  owner.  He  em- 
ploys seventeen  persons  and  has  full  shop 
facilities.  He  has  become  one  of  the  best 
known  automobile  dealers  in  Perry  County. 

On  October  31,  1936,  Mr.  Hall  married  Vir- 
ginia Capps,  the  daughter  of  Paul  and  Ber- 
nice  (Begemann)  Capps,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  five  children — Alice,  born  on  Au- 
gust 16,  1938;  Charles  W.,  Ill,  born  on  Sep- 
tember 14,  1942;  Susan,  born  on  October  28, 
1943;  Nancy,  born  on  October  17,  1944,  and 
Allen  Capps,  born  on  July  24,  1946.  The  Halls 
worship  in  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
Mrs.  Hall  is  quite  active. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a  former  vice-president  of  the 
DuQuoin  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  is  also 
active  in  the  Illinois  State  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  DuQuoin  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Greater 
Egyptian  Association,  the  National  Automo- 
bile Dealers  Association  and  the  Illinois  Au- 
tomobile Dealers  Association.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  golf  is  his  favorite  game.  The  owner 
of  five  hundred  acres  in  Jefferson  and  Ham- 
ilton Counties,  he  is  counted  among  the  pros- 
perous farmers.  He  further  sarves  his  fellow 
citizens  through  work  with  the  American  Red 
Cross.  In  World  War  II,  he  was  active  in  War 
Bond  drives.  He  is  a  figure  of  respect  and  ad- 
miration in  downstate  Illinois. 

RALPH  W.  GOTHARD 

An  industrialist  noted  equally  in  the  ex- 
port and  domestic  trade,  Ralph  W.  Gothard 
is  the  founder  and  president  of  the.  Gothard 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Springfield, 
whose  new  and  modern  plant  is  one  of  the 
show  pieces  of  industrial  Springfield.  The 
firm  manufactures  dynamotors,  converters 
and  motor  generator  sets.  Mr.  Gothard  is 
active  in  community  and  state  organizations. 

He  was  born  in  Dundee,  Illinois,  on  Au- 
gust 19,  1898,  the  son  of  William  and  Nellie 
(Nelson)  Gothard,  both  also  natives  of  this 
state.  The  father  was  a  building  contractor 
and  farmer.  Ralph  Gothard  received  his  early 
education  in  the  elementary  and  high  schools 
of  Dundee  and  then  attended  the  University 
of  Illinois,   from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
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1921  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
His  first  job  after  leaving  college  was  with 
the  Kroehler  Furniture  Company  of  Kanka- 
kee. He  worked  first  in  the  Kankakee  plant 
and  then  in  the  Chicago  plant,  and  even- 
tually was  transferred  to  the  sales  depart- 
ment. Resigning  from  the  Kroehler  company's 
employ  in  1930,  Mr.  Gothard  went  to  New 
York,  where  he  was  a  manufacturers'  repre- 
senative  for  several  large  concerns  until  1938. 
In  that  year  he  returned  to  his  native  Illinois 
and  founded  the  Gothard  Manufacturing 
Company  in  Springfield.  From  a  small-scale 
operation.  Mr.  Gothard  has  developed  his 
business  into  one  of  the  largest  in  its  field, 
and  he  sells  his  equipment  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States  as  well  as  in  foreign  coun- 
tries Export  represents  about  twenty  per 
cent  of  his  business.  Mr.  Gothard  built  his 
present  and  most  modern  plant  in  1945.  In  its 
18,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  are  em- 
ployed one  hundred  persons  most  of  the  year. 
The  dynamotor  manufactured  by  Mr.  Gothard 
is  a  combination,  as  its  name  suggests,  of  a 
dynamo  and  motor.  It  is  used  to  a  large  ex- 
tent in  police  patrol  cars,  in  boats  of  various 
types  and  aircraft  and  all  other  mobile,  equip- 
ment needing  more  than  the  normal  amount 
of  electric  current  and  more  than  can  be 
supplied  by  the  average  battery.  So  extensive 
has  this  piece  of  equipment  come  to  be  used 
that  its  maker's  name  has  come  to  be  known 
in  many  areas  of  the  World. 

Mr.  Gothard  married  Sue  Bailey,  who  was 
born  in  Wisconsin  in  1908,  in  Chicago  on 
July  23,  1928.  They  have  one  son,  William 
A.  Gothard,  who  was  born  at  Chicago  on 
May  20,  1929.  The  son  was  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Illinois,  his  father's  Alma 
Mater,  in  June,  1950,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts. 

Mr.  Gothard's  membership  affiliations  are 
with  the  Springfield  Lodge,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Liani  Country 
Club  of  Springfield;  the  Chicago  Athletic 
Club;  the  Sangamo  Club;  the  Springfield 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Illinois  State 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  the  Illinois  Man- 
ufacturers Association.  He  gives  consider- 
able leadership  to  industrial  innovations  and 
to    community   programs. 

HARVEY  DAVID  GREIDER 

There  was  a  time  in  the  life  of  Harvey 
David  Greider  when,  as  a  result  of  consid- 
erable wandering,  he  arrived  in  Decatur  with 
one  nickel  in  his  pocket.  Within  five  years 
of  that  time,   he  was  the   owner   of   a   hotel 


and  on  his  way  to  wealth  and  a  position  of 
great  importance  in  the  community.  By  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1942,  he  had  become  one 
of  Illinois'  outstanding  restaurant  men,  the 
owner  and  operator  of  the  Decatur  Restau- 
rant at  161  East  Main  Street  and  the  Greider 
Cafeteria,  at  259  North  Main  Street. 

Mr.  Greider  was  born  at  Altamont  on  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1869,  the  son  of  Croft  and  Sara 
(Broom)  Greider.  Croft  Greider  is  believed 
to  have  been  born  in  Switzerland  and  to  have 
migrated  to  Pennsylvania  at  a  young  age. 
After  spending  some  time  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch  settlements,  he  moved  to  Ken- 
tucky and  then  to  Effingham  County,  Illinois. 
He  operated  a  farm,  which  contained  a  small 
coal  mine.  Harvey  Greider  was  educated  in 
the  country  schools  of  Effingham  County  and 
in  a  Clinton  business  school.  When  he  was 
twenty-one  Mr.  Greider  left  his  father's  farm 
and  went  to  Montana,  where  he  worked  on 
the  railroads  and  in  the  mines.  Finding  noth- 
ing satisfactory,  he  returned  through  Minne- 
sota to  Decatur  about  1891,  and  it  was  then 
he  found  he  was  "worth  only  a  nickel." 
Through  a  friend  he  was  given  a  job  on  a 
ranch  near  Decatur,  but  later  he  took  work 
as  a  handyman  at  the  Illinois  Central  Hotel 
at  the  Decatur  depot.  In  1896,  after  about 
five  years  as  hotel  handyman,  Mr.  Greider 
bought  a  hotel  in  Clinton. 

On  April  29,  that  year,  he  married  Mary 
Connelly,  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Cath- 
erine Connelly,  the  ceremony  having  been 
performed  at  St.  Patrick's  Rectory,  Decatur. 
Mrs.  Greider,  who  survives  her  husband,  as- 
sisted him  in  his  restaurants  from  1897  to 
1913  on  a  part-time  basis,  generally  as  cashier. 
She  bore  him  four  children — 1.  Robert  James 
Greider,  who  married  Grace  Rhea  of  Bloom- 
ington  and  is  the  father  of  Shirley  Rhea  and 
Mary  Adele;  2.  Lucile  Katherine,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  James  Walsh  Kennedy  of  Miami,  Florida 
and  the  mother  of  James  Walsh  Kennedy,  Jr., 
and  Harvey  Greider  Kennedy;  3.  Harvey  Da- 
vid Greider,  Jr.,  who  married  Carolyn  Kim- 
ball of  Taylorville  and  is  the  father  of  Harvey 
David  Greider,  III,  and  John  Kimball  and 
Gretchen  Ann  Greider;  and  4.  Jack  C.  Greider, 
who  married  Rose  Beretich  of  Chicago  and  is 
the  father  of  Cecile  Carolyn  and  Michael 
Anthony   Greider. 

After  his  marriage  Harvey  Greider  took 
his  bride  to  his  Clinton  hotel,  and  there  re- 
mained one  year.  When  the  hotel  burned,  he 
returned  to  Decatur,  and  began  in  the  res- 
taurant business,  later  establishing  branches 
in  Bloomington  and  Springfield.    About  1913 
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he  sold  the  Bloomington  restaurant  and  about 
1915  the  one  in  Springfield.  The  Springfield 
restaurant  was  a  failure,  but  Mr.  Greider  de- 
clined to  take  refuge  in  bankruptcy.  And  at 
a  time  when  he  had  two  newly-born  twin 
sons,  he  undertook  to  pay  off  $30,000  in 
debts.  What  helped  to  clear  the  debts  was 
an  idea  of  his  for  making  white  bread  out 
of  mashed  potatoes.  This  also  helped  to  bring 
him  the  wherewithal  for  further  developments 
in  the  restaurant  business.  In  1919  he  moved 
his  Decatur  restaurant  from  the  middle  of  the 
East  Main  Street  block  to  its  present  location 
on  the  corner.  It  had  previously  been  on  the 
square  in  the  Stein  Building.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  first  decade  of  the  century,  Mr. 
Greider  owned  a  restaurant  he  called  his 
No.  Two,  but  this  he  sold  out.  In  June,  1925, 
he  opened  the  Greider  Cafeteria,  and  in  1935 
he  formed  Greiders',  Inc.,  which  owned  the 
two  restaurants  and  now  owns  the  cafeteria 
building  also.  He  retained  private  ownership 
of  the  cafe  building  at  East  Main  and  Water 
Streets.  Through  incorporating,  Mr.  Greider 
safeguarded  Mrs.  Greider's  interests.  Today 
the  four  children  own  the  stock  in  the  corpo- 
ration, Mrs.  Greider  having  been  provided  for 
independently.  On  May  10,  1942,  Mr.  Greider 
died,  and  was  buried  in  Calvary  Cemetery.  He 
had  won  the  affection  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity. 

LOTON  ELISHA  BRYANT 

A  man  of  many  experiences,  Loton  Elisha 
Bryant  of  Charleston  is  one  of  the  best  known 
figures  in  Coles  County.  Now  in  the  real 
estate  business — he  is  associated  with  the 
Berkley  Real  Estate  and  Loan  Company  of 
Charleston — he  has  also  worked  as  an  electri- 
cal engineer  and  as  sales  executive  for  the 
Central  Illinois  Public  Service  Company. 

Mr.  Bryant  was  born  on  May  14,  1887,  in 
Hickory  Township,  Coles  County,  the  son  of 
Benjamin  Franklin  and  Mary  Lavina  (Tipton) 
Bryant.  His  father,  a  native  of  Edgar  County, 
Illinois,  was  the  inventor  of  the  Bryant  broom 
corn  dump  and  came  of  a  family  which  had 
pioneered  in  Kentucky  and  moved  to  Illinois 
in  the  early  days.  His  mother,  born  in  Indiana, 
celebrated  her  ninety-fourth  birthday  on  May 
15,  1949.  She  passed  away  September  28, 
1949  and  is  interred  at  Union  Cemetery, 
Greasy  Point  in  Morgan  Township,  Coles 
County,  Illinois. 

Loton  Bryant  attended  grammar  school  at 
Rardin,  Illinois.  Offered  an  opportunity  to  be- 
come a  professional  ballplayer,  he  declined 
because  of  his  parents  objections,  and  turned 


to  other  interests.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Hurley  School  of  Salesmanship  in  Chicago  in 
1924.  In  the  meantime,  in  1918,  he  had  en- 
tered the  dry  cleaning  business  and  later  the 
electrical  business.  He  installed  the  first  farm 
light  plant  at  the  home  of  the  late  Dock  Haw- 
kins, five  miles  north  of  Oakland.  It  was  at 
Oakland  that  Mr.  Bryant  owned  his  first  auto- 
mobile. Though  it  had  had  a  previous  owner, 
it  was  the  first  car  in  that  community.  This 
was  in  the  days  when  Mr.  Bryant  was  an 
automobile  mechanic  for  Charles  Chapman. 
Since  that  first  car,  a  pioneer  Oldsmobile,  he 
has  owned  twenty-four.  He  is  now  driving 
his  twenty-fifth  car.  Before  he  became  a  me- 
chanic, Mr.  Bryant  spent  thirteen  years  as  a 
farmer,  starting  at  ten  years  of  age  and  earn- 
ing ten  dollars  a  month.  He  worked  four  years 
as  an  electrical  engineer  and  then  became  lo- 
cal superintendent  for  the  Central  Illinois 
Public  Service  Company  at  Oakland.  For  twen- 
ty years  he  was  a  salesman  in  the  commercial 
department.  Altogether  he  was  with  this  con- 
cern for  thirty  years.  For  five  years  he  was 
with  thi  Federal  Electric  Company  of  Chi- 
cago, as  contact  man  covering  all  the  Central 
Illinois  Public  Service  Company's  property 
and  training  salesmen.  He  covered  six  divi- 
sions, comprising  492  Illinois  towns. 

In  1942  Mr.  Bryant  resigned  this  position  to 
become  associated  with  the  Berkley  Real  Es- 
tate and  Loan  Company  in  Charleston.  Mr. 
Berkley  confines  himself  to  the  office,  Mr. 
Bryant  being  outside  man.  Their  sales  activi- 
ties have  helped  development  in  their  com- 
munity and  area  considerably.  Their  office  is 
at  413  South  Seventh  Street,  Charleston.  This 
is  the  business  in  which  Mr.  Bryant  will  re- 
main, he  says. 

Mr.  Bryant  married  Addie  Edna  Stites, 
daughter  of  N.  S.  and  Martha  (Gerard) 
Stites,  in  Coles  County  on  July  23,  1910.  Like 
her  husband  Mrs.  Bryant  is  active  in  the 
Christian  Church  of  Oakland.  In  this  church 
Mr.  Bryant  is  former  chairman  of  the  board 
and  assistant  Sunday  School  superintendent. 
Organizer  of  a  Christian  Endeavor  Young 
Peoples  Society,  he  was  its  president  for  a 
time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  had  a  foster  daugh- 
ter, Thelma  Irene  Vitato,  born  at  Oakland  on 
February  20,  1916.  She  completed  her  school- 
ing at  the  Charleston  High  School  with  the 
Class  of  1934  and  then  became  the  wife  of 
Russell  Dale  Johnson,  a  Charleston  farmer. 
By  a  most  unfortunate  accident,  Mrs.  John- 
son was  burned  to  death  when  an  explosion 
set   fire   to    her  home.    She    had  become   the 
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mother  of  a  daughter,  Barbara  Lou,  who,  for- 
tunately, was  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  at  the 
time  of  the  explosion.  Mr.  Johnson  was  away 
from  home,  at  work.  Thelma  Johnson  is  re- 
membered by  all  the  people  in  the  area  as  an 
active  church  worker  with  an  attractive  per- 
sonality, sweet  disposition  and  generous  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Bryant  is  himself  also  popular  among 
his  fellow  citizens,  a  man  to  whom  many  come 
for  advice. 

HON.  ALVIN  ALFRED  BRAY 

Among  the  group  giving  leadership  to  the 
development  of  agriculture,  industry  and  gen- 
eral progress  in  Champaign  County,  the  Hon- 
orable Alvin  Alfred  Bray  of  Urbana  is  out- 
standing. He  is  not  only  secretary  and  man- 
ager of  the  Champaign  County  Fair  Associa- 
tion, but  has  long  taken  an  important  role  in 
the  political  and  public  affairs  of  the  county. 
He  is  a  foremost  figure  in  the  Republican 
organization  of  the  county  and  is  a  former 
supervisor  of  Cunningham  Township. 

Born  in  Clay  County,  Illinois,  on  May  14, 
1910,  Alvin  Alfred  Bray  is  the  youngest  of 
the  eight  children  of  Oliver  Morton  and  Anna 
(Peters)  Bray.  His  father,  a  prominent  farm- 
er in  Clay  County,  is  now  retired.  His  moth- 
er, who  was  also  a  native  of  Illinois,  died  in 
1929. 

Mr.  Bray  received  his  elementary  school 
education  in  Clay,  Coles  and  Champaign  Coun- 
ties and  in  1930  was  graduated  from  the  Ur- 
bana High  School.  Until  1948  he  was  on  the 
staff  of  the  Illinois  State  Department  of  Rev- 
enue, the  State's  collection  agency  for  the 
various  taxes  imposed  by  the  legislature.  In 
1948  he  was  made  secretary  and  manager 
of  the  Champaign  County  Fair  Association,  in 
recognition  of  his  long  services  to  and  great 
interest  in  farmers  and  agriculture. 

On  July  17,  1938,  Mr.  Bray  married  Irene 
Jane  Rebmon  of  Urbana  and  they  are.  now 
the  parents  of  two  daughters — Judith  Ann 
Bray,  who  was  born  on  May  30,  1940,  and 
Karen  Sue  Bray,  who  was  born  on  February 
28,  1944.  The  Bray  family  lives  at  706  West 
Illinois  Street,  Urbana,  and  worships  in  the 
First   Methodist   Church   of   that   city. 

Mr.  Bray  has  served  three,  terms  as  a  su- 
pervisor of  Cunningham  Township.  He  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  in  Champaign  County  and 
he  is  former  chairman  of  the  board  of  gov- 
ernors of  the  Illinois  Young  Republicans  Club. 
At  present,  he  is  secretary  of  the  Champaign 
County  Republican  Central  Committee.    He  is 


also  active  in  the  Urbana  Lodge,  No.  154,  An- 
cient Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  active 
in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Urbana. 
Hunting  and  fishing  are  his  favorite  recrea- 
tions. Of  genial  disposition  and  a  good  mixer, 
Mr.  Bray  has  won  the  affection  of  everyone 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  in  the 
course  of  the  important  work  he  is  doing  and 
has  done. 

GEORGE  BOWMAN  MADDEN 

Few  men  in  Central  Illinois  are  better 
known  as  industrialists  than  George  Bowman 
Madden,  president  and  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  A.  W.  Cash  Valve  Manu- 
facturing Corporation  of  Decatur.  He  is  one 
of  Decatur's  civic  leaders  and  prominent 
churchmen  and  is  active  in  community  organ- 
izations and  in  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Mr.  Madden  was  born  at  Macon,  near  De- 
catur, in  Macon  County,  on  September  27, 
1901,  the  son  of  George  Bowman  and  Julia 
Elizabeth  (Schudel)  Madden.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Burras,  Louisiana,  and  a  school 
teacher  who  studied  for  the  Methodist  minis- 
try, died  on  February  14,  1901.  The  mother, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Seng)  Schudel,  was  a  school  teacher.  The 
present  George  Bowman  Madden  began  his 
education  in  Decatur's  public  schools.  In  June, 
1918,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Decatur 
High  School  and  from  1918  through  1920  he 
studied  at  James  Millikin  University,  Decatur. 
In  the  semester  of  1920-1921,  he  was  at 
Northwestern  University,  Evanston.  He  was 
initiated  in  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity. 
Mr.  Madden  began  his  business  career  as  an 
employee  of  the  A.  W.  Cash  Machine  Shop, 
Decatur,  in  February,  1921.  When  the  busi- 
ness was  incorporated  as  the  A.  W.  Cash 
Valve  Manufacturing  Corporation  on  Decem- 
ber 5,  1923,  he  was  made  secretary.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1928,  Mr.  Madden  purchased  the  con- 
trolling interest  in  the  enterprise  and  since 
then  has  been  president  and  chairman  of  the 
board.  In  1941  he  built  the  Madden  Building, 
at  the  corner  of  Wabash  and  Morgan  Streets, 
Decatur,  and  since  then  it  has  been  occupied 
by  his  manufacturing  corporation. 

On  March  12,  1921,  at  Springfield,  Mr. 
Madden  married  Opal  Maurine  Ennis,  the 
daughter  of  William  D.  and  Estella  (Ranne- 
barger)  Ennis  of  Cisco,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Mad- 
den, active  in  the  Decatur  Chapter,  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross,  was  one  of  the  leading  work- 
ers in  the  Decatur  Canteen  in  World  War  II. 
She  is  also  active  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Decatur.    Mr.  Madden  is  a  former 


ILLINOIS 


EDITION 


181 


member  of  the  church  board.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Madden  and  the  younger  of  their  two  sons  re- 
side at  1412  West  Sunset  Street,  Decatur.  The 
sons  are  Dean  Ennis  Madden,  born  in  1921, 
vice-president  of  the  A.  W.  Cash  Valve  Man- 
ufacturing Corpoi*ation,  president  of  the  Illi- 
nois State  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
whose  home  is  at  605  South  Crea  Street,  De- 
catur, and  who  married  Marylyn  Ann  Amdal 
of  Champaign  on  June  4,  1944,  and  is  the 
father  of  David  John  Madden,  born  Septem- 
ber 24,  1949;  and  George  William  Madden, 
born  in  1925,  secretary  of  the  valve  manu- 
facturing corporation. 

George  B.  Madden,  a  former  director  and 
treasurer  of  the  Decatur  Association  of  Com- 
merce, continues  a  leading  figure  in  that 
organization.  Also,  he  is  active  in  the  Deca- 
tur Club  and  such  Masonic  bodies  as  the 
Knights  Templar  and  Ansar  Temple.,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
Springfield.  He  is  a  Republican.  His  hobby 
is  the  collecting  of  guns.  He  is  a  popular  and 
influential  citizen  of  Decatur. 

MURL  STALCUP 

A  firm  which,  if  its  owner's  intentions  come 
to  fruition,  will  be  "one  of  the  best  glass  com- 
panies in  Central  Illinois"  is  the  Coles  County 
Glass  Company  at  Mattoon.  Considering  the 
owner's  success  in  all  his  undertakings,  this 
ambition  is  bound  to  be  realized.  The  owner 
is  Murl  Stalcup,  who  is  a  former  field  repre- 
sentative of  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Com- 
pany in  the  East  Central  Illinois  territory 
and  whose  firm  now  handles  Pittsburgh  prod- 
ucts. Glass  is  not  the  only  interest  of  Mr. 
Stalcup.  Being  a  veteran  of  World  War  I,  he 
is  active  in  the  American  Legion,  and  he  is 
also  a  participant  in  civic  and  community 
theater  affairs. 

Murl  Stalcup  was  born  in  Linton,  Indiana, 
on  November  3,  1895,  the  son  of  George  and 
Mary  F.  (Pirtle)  Stalcup.  His  father,  a  na- 
tive of  the  area  near  Independence,  Kansas, 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  Southern 
part  of  that  State  and  was  reared  near  Indian 
reservations.  A  grocery  and  meat  market  opera- 
tor, he  died  on  September  26,  1936.  Mary 
Stalcup,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Pirtle, 
died  on  December  3,  1946. 

Murl  Stalcup  is  a  graduate  of  Jasonville 
High  School,  where  he  played  football  and  the 
trumpet  in  the  high  school  orchestra.  He  ob- 
tained additional  education  at  the  Engineering 
Military  School,  Washington  Barracks,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  in  World  War  I.  He  went  into 


the  service  on  March  27,  1917,  at  Camp  Zach- 
ary  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  from 
there  to  Washington  Barracks.  As  a  member 
of  the  Army  Engineer  Corps  he  served  in 
South  England,  Wales  and  France.  He  was  in 
the  Meuse-Argonne  drive  from  Metz  and  in 
the  Verdun  sector.  For  six  months  after  the 
Armistice,  he  was  with  the  Army  of  Occupa- 
tion in  Germany. 

Mr.  Stalcup  began  his  business  career  at 
Whiting,  Indiana,  where  he  was  a  grocer.  He 
sold  his  store  to  join  his  father  in  business  at  Ja- 
sonville. This  entex-prise  was  also  sold,  and  after 
that  Mr.  Stalcup  was  a  salesman  for  several 
years  for  the  Northern  Indiana  Power  Com- 
pany. He  then  traveled  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada  for  the  Always  Hot  Elec- 
tric Water  Heater  Company,  eventually  rising 
to  sales  manager,  but  subsequently  returning 
to  the  grocery  and  meat  business  this  time  at 
Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  where  he  remained  sev- 
en years.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he  went 
back  to  Indiana,  and  there  went  into  the  home 
appliance  business  for  himself,  continuing 
until  World  War  II  shut  off  the  supply  of 
merchandise.  In  the  war  period  Mr.  Stalcup 
worked  as  an  expediter  for  the  Eslinger- 
Misch  Company  of  Detroit  at  the  Vigo  Ord- 
nance Plant,  Terre  Haute.  When  the  plant 
was  ready  for  operation  and  turned  over  to 
Continental  Can  Company,  Mr.  Stalcup  be- 
came associated  with  the  Underwriters  Ad- 
justment Company  in  Indianapolis,  becoming 
a  field  worker  stationed  at  Evansville,  Terre 
Haute,  Fort  Wayne  and  Indianapolis.  This  re- 
quired too  much  traveling,  so  he  became  field 
representative  for  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass 
Company  traveling  the  East  Central  Illinois 
territory  out  of  Terre  Haute.  As  a  result  Mat- 
toon  became  his  home  and  he  bought  the  Coles 
County  Glass  Company,  now  building  into 
"one  of  the  best  glass  companies  in  Central 
Illinois." 

Mr.  Stalcup  married  Georgia  Wiltse,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Prudence  Wiltse,  in  Sul- 
livan, Indiana,  on  December  31,  1922.  Mrs. 
Stalcup  has  been  a  school  teacher  and  book- 
keeper. 

There  are  two  sisters — Frances  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Herman  Irmiger,  and  Mamie,  wife  of 
Harry  Price  and  mother  of  William  Gene, 
Mary  Alice  and  Harry  Price,  Jr.  Mr.  Stalcup 
lives  at  1008  Charleston  Street,  Mattoon,  and 
worships  in  the  Christian  Church. 

Mr.  Stalcup  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Legion,  the  Hi-Noon  Club,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce   and   Community   Theater,   as  well 
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as  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  an  ardent  booster 
of  Mattoon  and  is  aiding  the  growth  of  that 
city  and  all  Central  Illinois. 

RAYMOND  W.  STOLTEY 

The  firm  of  Ray  Stoltey  Company,  whole- 
sale distributor  of  restaurant  and  food  sup- 
plies, is  known  throughout  a  wide  territory 
in  the  Illinois-Indiana  region,  and  its  founder, 
Raymond  W.  Stoltey,  is  one  of  the  most  ac- 
tive citizens  of  the  area.  His  headquarters 
are  at  512  North  Goodwin  Avenue,  in  Urbana. 
An  Air  Force  veteran  of  the  Second  World 
War,  Mr.  Stoltey  now  takes  a  leading  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  American  Legion  in  Cham- 
paign. 

He  was  born  in  Urbana  on  November  3, 
1906,  the  son  of  Harry  C.  and  Katherine  (Fer- 
ris) Stoltey.  Both  parents  were  also  born  in 
Illinois.  The  father,  who  was  a  prominent 
grocer  in  Urbana,  died  in  1933.  The  mother 
continues  her  residence  in  that  city. 

Raymond  Stoltey  began  his  education  in 
the  elementary  schools  of  the  campus  city 
and  went  on  to  the  Urbana  High  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1924.  Five  years 
later  he  was  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Illinois,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  He  had  taken  the  university's  liberal 
arts  course.  At  the  university  he  was  elected 
to  Tau  Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity. 

After  leaving  college  Mr.  Stoltey  became 
salesman  for  Swift  and  Company,  with  which 
he  remained  four  years.  Upon  the  death  of 
his  father  in  1933,  he  took  over  the  operation 
of  the  grocery  business,  which  he  supervised 
until  1939.  After  that  he  interested  himself 
in  various  other  fields.  In  1943,  he  entered 
the  United  States  Army  Forces,  in  which, 
after  training,  he  became  an  instructor.  He 
served   until   1946. 

On  April  1,  1948,  Mr.  Stoltey  entered  busi- 
ness for  himself  as  a  distributor  of  restaurant 
and  food  supplies,  under  his  present  firm 
name,  Ray  Stoltey  Company,  and  he  has  since 
operated  with  warehouse  and  office  on  Ur- 
bana's  Goodwin  Avenue.  The  operations  of 
the  business  have,  under  his  direction,  ex- 
tended into  a  large  territory. 

Mr.  Stoltey  married  Margaret  Clark  of  De- 
catur on  June  14,  1940.  They  have  two 
children — Raymond  W.  Stoltey,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  on  September  19,  1943,  and  Jane  Cath- 
erine Stoltey,  who  was  born  on  January  3, 
1946.  Mr.  Stoltey's  home  is  at  56  East  Chal- 
mer    Street,    Champaign. 

Aside  from  the  American  Legion,  Mr.  Stol- 
tey is  a  member  of  the  Campus  Business  As- 


sociation, the  United  Commercial  Travelers 
and  the  Urbana  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  He  worships  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Urbana.  He  is 
an  independent  voter  and  a  follower  of  all 
outdoor  sports. 

Operator  of  a  business  in  the  vital  food  in- 
dustry, Mr.  Stoltey  is  helping  to  maintain  the 
progress  of  his  community,  State  and  region. 

HAROLD  M.  OSGOOD 

Since  1900  the  manufacturing  dress  firm 
of  Osgood  and  Sons,  Inc.,  has  been  contribut- 
ing to  the  commercial  and  industrial  growth 
and  the  general  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
Decatur  and  Central  Illinois.  In  the  half 
century  that  has  elapsed,  and  as  the  business 
has  grown,  the  Osgoods  have,  through  the  en- 
terprise and  through  other  channels,  made  a 
personal  contribution.  The  oldest  son  of  the 
founder,  Harold  M.  Osgood  is  president  of  the 
business  today,  and  with  his  two  brothers  and 
a  fine  organization  has  conducted  a  business 
with  their  main  plant  in  Decatur  and  branch 
factories  at  Warsaw  and  Eldorado,  Illinois. 
Mr.  Osgood  has  shown  extraordinary  leader- 
ship in  the  community  in  movements  that 
have  benefitted  every  citizen. 

He  was  born  in  Decatur  on  May  24,  1894, 
son  of  James  Willard  Osgood,  a  native,  of 
Hillsdale,  Michigan,  and  Isabelle  Louise  (Pal- 
mer) Osgood.  From  1911  to  1913  Harold  M. 
Osgood  was  attending  James  Millikin  Univer- 
sity, Decatur,  and  from  1913  to  1916  studied 
at  the  Wharton  School  of  Finance,  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  receiving  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Economics.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  fra- 
ternity of  both  universities.  In  1915-16  was 
manager  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
varsity  swimming  and  water  polo  teams.  In 
July,  1916,  Mr.  Osgood  became  associated 
with  the  firm  his  father  had  founded  in 
August,  1900.  In  1928,  he  was  elected  vice- 
president  and  in  1936,  when  the  business 
was  reorganized,  he  was  elevated  to  the  presi- 
dency. Osgood  and  Sons,  Inc.,  employs  over 
four  hundred  persons  in  its  three  plants,  and 
twenty-six  field  representatives  sell  its  mer- 
chandise (ladies'  dresses)  to  over  4,000  re- 
tailers throughout  the  United  States  and  Puer- 
to Rico. 

On  May  31  ,1922,  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  Mr. 
Osgood  married  Nadine  Noll,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Noll.  Mrs.  Osgood  is 
a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  of  the  P.  E.  O.  Sisterhood  in 
Decatur.     She     and     Mr.    Osgood     have     two 
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daughters — Isabelle  Louise,  now  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam R.  McGaughey,  Jr.,  and  mother  of  Wil- 
liam Douglas  McGaughey,  and  Shirley  Na- 
dine,  now  Mrs.  Hilmer  C.  Landholt  and  moth- 
er of  Barbara  and  Hilmer  George  Landholt. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osgood  live  at  82  Southmore- 
land  Place,  Decatur. 

Mr.  Osgood's  leadership  in  civic  affairs 
began  the  day  he  rose  to  the  vice  presidency 
of  Osgood  and  Sons,  Inc.,  or  a  bit  sooner.  He 
served  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Ki- 
wanis  Club  of  Decatur  from  1927  to  1931, 
and  in  1929  was  secretary.  From  1943  to 
1948  he  served  on  the  board  of  the  Decatur 
Association  of  Commerce;  in  1945  and  1946 
he  was  vice-president  and  in  1947  he  was 
made  president.  During  his  administration  as 
president  of  the  association,  he  led  it  and 
the  city  through  numerous  reforms  and  im- 
provements: taxation,  highway  and  street  de- 
velopment, conservation  methods  for  Lake  De- 
catur, city  parking,  industrial  expansion  and 
numerous  other  important  matters.  In  1946- 
1950  he  was  a  director  of  the  Illinois  State 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  from  1944  to  1947 
he  was  a  director  of  the  Decatur  and  Macon 
County  Community  Chest,  of  which  he  became 
president  in  1946.  In  1947,  he  was  elected 
vice-president  of  the  James  Millikin  Univer- 
sity Alumni  Association.  In  industrial  affairs, 
Mr.  Osgood  has  also  exercised  leadership.  He 
was  a  director  from  1937  to  1950  of  the  Chi- 
cago Wash  Apparel  Association,  serving  that 
organization  as  treasurer  from  1939  to  1946. 
In  World  War  I  he  served  as  a  Second  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  United  States  Army.  He  wor- 
ships in  the  Christian  Science  Church  and  is 
a  Republican.  Golf,  riding  and  fishing  are  his 
favorite  recreations.  This  five-foot-nine,  175- 
pound  citizen  with  the  white  hair  is  a  familiar 
figure  in  many  leading  activities  on  behalf 
of  Decatur  and  Central  Illinois. 

JEAN  Q.  TICK 

One  of  the  largest  wholesale  distributing 
firms  in  Downstate  Illinois  is  the  Paul  Tick 
Liquor  Company,  which  has  its  headquarters 
in  Springfield  and  maintains  branches  in  that 
city,  Centralia  and  Cairo.  Of  this  large  firm, 
founded  by  his  father,  Jean  Q.  Tick  is  gen- 
eral manager.  Mr.  Tick  is  also  prominent  in 
the  community  life  of  Springfield  and,  a  vet- 
eran of  World  War  II,  in  ex-servicemen's 
circles. 

Mr.  Tick  was  born  in  Decatur  on  April  19, 
1919,  the  son  of  H.  Paul  Tick  and  Florence 
(Bowman)    Tick.   The  father  established  the 


Paul  Tick  Liquor  Company  in  Decatur  in 
1932  and  the  firm,  under  his  and  his  son's 
joint  direction,  has  expanded  into  its  present 
large  dimensions  in  the  comparatively  few 
years  that  have  since  elapsed. 

Jean  Q.  Tick  began  his  education  in  a  grade 
school  in  Decatur  and  continued  at  Alton. 
Graduated  from  the  Western  Military  Acad- 
emy, he  completed  his  education  at  North- 
western University,  at  Evanston,  where  in 
1941  he  was  awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  the  School  of  Commerce. 

In  the  year  of  his  gi'aduation — and  on  July 
11,  1941 — Mr.  Tick  married  Shirley  Smith  of 
Pittsburg,  Kansas.  Mrs.  Tick  had  a  distin- 
guished scholastic  career.  Throughout  her 
school  years  in  Kansas,  she  placed  high  in 
scholarship.  Then  she  went  to  the  University 
of  Kansas  at  Lawrence  and  there,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  took  her  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  a  rare  performance.  She  continued  her 
education  at  Northwestern  University,  from 
which  she  received  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts.  It  was  at  Northwestern  that  she  met 
the  young  man  who  married  her  the  year  they 
took  their  final  degrees.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tick 
have  two  sons,  James  Lawrence  Tick,  who 
was  born  on  March  3,  1948,  and  Robert  Mi- 
chael Tick,   born  February   18,   1950. 

When  the  United  States  was  precipitated 
into  World  War  II  by  the  Japanese  attack  at 
Pearl  Harbor,  Mr.  Tick  offered  his  services 
to  the  armed  forces.  He  was  commissioned  a 
Second  Lieutenant  and  was  attached  to  the 
United  States  Infantry.  He  was  in  the  service 
two  years. 

In  his  association  with  his  father  in  the  op- 
eration of  the  Paul  Tick  Liquor  Company, 
Jean  Q.  Tick  has  risen  to  the  responsible  post 
of  general  manager  and  to  him  is  attributed 
much  of  the  company's  recent  development 
and  expansion.  The  firm  is  the  distributor  of 
a  variety  of  alcoholic  beverages,  including 
wines,  cordials,  gin,  whiskey  and  beer.  The 
headquarters  were  moved  from  Decatur  to 
Springfield  in  1935,  three  years  after  the 
founding  of  their  firm.  The  company  serves 
thirty  counties  from  its  branches  and  does  a 
tremendous  annual  volume,  inasmuch  as  it 
cErries  all  the  popular  brands.  Thirty-nine 
persons  are  employed  in  the  business,  and 
there  are  ten  trucks  in  constant  operation. 
Jean  Tick  has  become  an  outstanding  figure 
in  the  liquor  business.  He  is  also  well  known 
in  the  American  Legion,  the  American  Busi- 
ness Men's  Club  of  Springfield,  the  Spring- 
field Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
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Order  of  Elks  and  the  Springfield  Lodge  of 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  His  hobbies  are 
deep  sea  fishing  and  collecting  U.  S.  Mint 
stamps.  He  is  popular  among  his  fellow  busi- 
ness men  and  the  general  public. 

LOUIS  BELINSON,  M.D. 

A  physician  well  known  for  years  in  the 
field  of  mental  disease  and  prominent  in  in- 
stitutional administration,  Dr.  Louis  Belinson 
is  now  superintendent  and  medical  director 
of  the  Jacksonville  State  Hospital  at  Jackson- 
ville, Morgan  County.  He  has  been  making 
his  public  career  in  the  Mental  Health  Service 
of  the  Illinois  State  Department  of  Public 
Welfare    since    1936. 

Dr.  Belinson  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  on  January  5,  1907,  the  son  of  Edward 
and  Bessie  (Levine)  Belinson  and  after  at- 
tending elementary  and  grade  schools  in  Lyn- 
brook,  New  York,  began  his  pre-medical  stu- 
dies at  New  York  University.  He  was  at  that 
institution  from  1925  to  1928.  Transferring 
to  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  he 
took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  there  in 
1930.  From  1931  to  1933,  Dr.  Belinson  was 
a  student  at  the  Loyola  University  School  of 
Medicine,  Chicago,  and  thereafter  until  1935, 
he  was  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago, 
where  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine. 

Dr.  Belinson  was  still  preparing  for  the 
profession  when,  on  December  24,  1932,  he 
was  married  to  Mildred  Springberg.  The  wed- 
ding took  place  in  Madison,  Wisconsin.  They 
have  two  children — 'Michael  Alan  Belinson 
and  Jerome  Leslie   Belinson. 

From  1935  through  1936  Dr.  Belinson 
served  an  internship  at  Chicago  Memorial  Hos- 
pital. From  1936  to  1937,  he  was  junior  phy- 
sician at  the  Lincoln  State  School  and  Colony, 
Lincoln,  Illinois.  His  rise  in  the  Mental  Health 
Service  began  when  in  1937,  he  was  appoint- 
ed senior  physician  at  the  Elgin  State  Hos- 
pital, Elgin,  Illinois.  The  post  he  held  until 
1941  when  he  rose  to  assistant  superintendent 
at  the  Dixon  State  Hospital,  Dixon,  Illinois. 
In  1942,  Dr.  Belinson  returned  to  the  Lincoln 
State  School  and  Colony  as  Acting  Superin- 
tendent and  Medical  Director  and  he  was 
there  until  1946.  When  the  former  super- 
intendent returned  from  military  leave,  Dr. 
Belinson  returned  to  his  previous  assignment 
as  Assistant  Superintendent  at  the  Dixon 
State  Hospital.  In  1948,  he  was  promoted  to 
Superintendent  of  that  institution  at  the 
death  of  its  Medical  Director.  On  September 
1,  1949,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Jacksonville 


State  Hospital  as  Superintendent  and  has  re- 
mained in  that  capacity.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Honorary  Seminar  of  Loyola  Medical 
School;  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  various 
professional  organizations  which  include  the 
following:  fellowships  in  the  American  Psy- 
chiatric Association,  American  Association 
on  Mental  Deficiency,  the  American  Medical 
Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Society  of  Electroencephlographers, 
American  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  Illinois  Psychiatric  Society,  and 
others.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Na- 
tional Guard  with  the  rank  of  Major  being 
assigned  to  the  129th  Infantry  Regiment,  44th 
Division,  as  Regimental  Surgeon.  He  and  his 
family  worship  in  the  Jewish  Faith.  The  pos- 
sessor of  a  reputation  as  physician  and  psy- 
chiatrist and  as  hospital  administrator,  Dr. 
Belinson  is  also  a  well-liked  individual  and 
organization  worker. 

JAMES  F.  LEMNA,  LL.B. 

Douglas  County  counts  among  its  more 
prominent  attorneys  James  F.  Lemna  of  Tus- 
cola, the  county  seat.  In  practice  there  since 
1939,  Mr.  Lemna  has  served  the  entire  re- 
gion not  only  as  a  member  of  the  bar  but 
as  a  citizen  interested  in  the  promotion  of 
welfare  and  public  development.  He  served 
with  the  United  States  Navy  in  World  War  II. 

Born  at  Piper  City,  Ford  County,  on  Sep- 
tember 11,  1914,  James  F.  Lemna  is  the  son 
of  William  F.  Lemna,  a  native  of  Dwight,  in 
Livingston  County,  and  division  manager  of 
the  Morman  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
Rose  M.  (Molloy)  Lemna,  who  was  also  born 
in  Piper  City.  The  attorney  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Kankakee  High  School  and  of  the 
University  of  Illinois.  In  1938  the  univer- 
sity's College  of  Law  awarded  him  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Mr.  Lemna  began  his 
practice  as  a  partner  of  W.  W.  Reeves  of 
Tuscola.  Their  firm  was  called  Reeves  and 
Lemna.  Mr.  Reeves  died  in  1940,  and  since 
then  Mr.  Lemna  has  maintained  his  own  law 
offices.  He  is  engaged  in  a  general  practice 
of  law. 

On  August  14,  1940,  at  Kankakee,  Mr. 
Lemna  married  Jeralaine  Bourgeois,  and  they 
have  two  sons — Michael  C.  Lemna,  born  in 
1943,  and  Timothy  J.  Lemna,  born  in  1947. 
The  family  lives  at  215  East  Daggy  Street, 
Tuscola,  and  worships  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  there. 

Mr.  Lemna  took  a  military  leave  of  absence, 
so  to  speak,  from  his  practice  and  accepted 
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a  commission  in  the  United  States  Navy  in 
1943.  He  served  in  the  European,  American 
and  Pacific  Theaters  of  Operations  as  Armed 
Guard  Officer,  attaining  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant Junior  Grade,  and  was  separated  from 
the  service  in  1945.  Since  then  he  has  been 
active  in  his  profession  and  in  civic  affairs 
at  Tuscola. 

He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Douglas 
County  branch  of  the  Illinois  Office  of  Price 
Administration  and  is  chairman  of  the  Doug- 
las County  Chapter  of  the  National  Founda- 
tion for  Infantile  Paralysis.  Also,  he  is  ac- 
tive in  the  Douglas  County  Bar  Association, 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Loyal  Order 
of  Moose,  the  American  Legion  and  Optimist 
International.  One  of  the  younger  group  of 
progressive  Americans  who  are  serving  their 
nation  in  its  postwar  development,  James  F. 
Lemna  has  already  achieved  considerable  lo- 
cal fame  in  Douglas  County  and  appears  ready 
for  a  reputation  on  a  larger  scale. 

ALBERT  LEMUEL  WHITING, 
B.Sc,  M.Sc,  Ph.D. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Albert  Lemuel  Whiting  of 
Urbana  is  immediately  recognized  as  that 
of  the  world-famed  agricultural  scientist  or 
agronomist.  The  first  man  to  establish  a  divis- 
ion of  soil  biology  at  an  American  university, 
Dr.  Whiting  is  also  the  founder  and  head  of 
the  Urbana  Laboratories  at  Urbana  wherein 
are  produced  the  renowned  Urbana  Cultures 
which  have  aided  agricultural  development 
not  only  in  the  United  States  but  in  European 
and  South  American  countries.  Dr.  Whiting 
has  been  a  teacher,  experimenter  and  re- 
searcher in  the  agricultural  world  since  his 
young   manhood. 

He  was  born  at  Stoughton,  Massachusetts, 
on  May  12,  1885,  the  son  of  Albert  Hayden 
and  Morilla  Frances  (Gould)  Whiting.  His 
father,  also  a  native  of  Stoughton,  was  a  man- 
ufacturer of  shoe  heels.  After  attending 
Stoughvon's  grade  and  high  schools,  Dr. 
Whiting  worked  his  way  through  the  four 
years  of  study  at  the  University  of  Massachu- 
setts in  Amherst,  spending  two  years  on  the 
farm  and  two  years  in  looking  after  the  vet- 
erinary building  and  hospital.  He  conducted 
the  feeding  experiments  on  the  toxicity  of 
lead  arsenate  on  dairy  cattle  for  the  Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural  Experiment  Station.  In 
1908  Dr.  Whiting  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion  at  Kingston,  and  there  conducted  field 


experiments  on  the  inoculation  of  soy  beans, 
alfalfa  and  clover  scattered  over  the  State. 
Also,  he  taught  veterinary  science  in  the  col- 
lege at  Kingston.  He  had  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  from  the  University  of 
Massachusetts.  When  he  finished  at  Rhode 
Island  State  College,  he  was  awarded  the  de- 
gree of  Master  of  Science. 

In  1909  Dr.  Whiting  grew  inbred  strains  of 
flint,  corn  and  crosses  on  the  family's  Massa- 
chusetts farm  with  large  increases  in  yield. 
In  1910  he  received  a  Fellowship  in  Agronomy 
at  the  University  of  Illinois  where  he  pre- 
pared his  doctor's  thesis  on  material  proving 
that  atmospheric  nitrogen  enters  through  le- 
gume roots  and  not  through  leaves.  Even  be- 
fore he  received  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phil- 
osophy, Dr.  Whiting  was  associated  with  Dr. 
Cyril  G.  Hopkins,  the  world  renowned  agron- 
omist, and  he  continued  working  with  him 
until  his  death.  Dr.  Hopkins'  Illinois  system 
of  soil  fertility  and  permanent  agriculture 
has  proved  to  be  and  still  offers  the  only 
method  for  a  permanent  and  profitable  agri- 
culture, in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Whiting.  At  the 
University  of  Illinois  Dr.  Whiting  established 
the  first  division  of  soil  biology  in  an  Ameri- 
can university.  He  directed  the  development 
of  this  science  by  measuring  the  activity  of 
soil  micro-organisms  in  their  relation  to  the 
availability,  accumulation  and  conservation  of 
plant  food  elements.  He  was  made  Professor 
of  Soil  Biology  in  the  College  of  Agriculture 
and  Chief  in  Soil  Biology  in  the  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  of  the  University  of  Il- 
linois, and  taught  advanced  fertility  courses. 
Also,  he  published  numerous  bulletins,  labor- 
atory manuals  and  articles  dealing  with  nitor- 
gen-fixation  and  plant  food  liberation.  Dr. 
Whiting  is  one  of  less  than  a  half  dozen  sci- 
entists who  have  remained  in  this  field  of 
study  constantly,  and  in  1949  he  was  entering 
his  fifth  decade  in  the  field. 

In  1925  Dr.  Whiting  joined  the  staff  of 
agricultural  bacteriology  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  and  initiated  extensive  field  ex- 
periments throughout  that  State  on  the  inocu- 
lation of  peas  and  beans,  and  he  has  since 
been  active  in  both  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  in 
these  and  similar  experiments.  He  began 
strain-variation  studies  of  legume  nodule  bac- 
teria (nitrogen-fixing  bacteria)  which  have 
been  continued  by  him  ever  since  in  a  lai"ge 
way  in  the  field,  greenhouse  and  laboratory. 
In  1919  Dr.  Whiting  established  experiments 
at  the  request  of  large  processors  of  peas. 


190 


LIBRARY     OF     AMERICAN    LIVES 


ALBERT  LEMUEL  WHITING,  B.Sc,  M.Sc,  Ph.D. 


These  resulted  in  such  a  large  demand  for  a 
successful  pea  inoculant  that  a  laboratory 
for  their  production  was  started  in  the  base- 
ment of  Dr.  Whiting's  home.  This  business, 
The  Urbana  Laboratories,  has  grown  to  be 
national  and  international  in  scope  because  of 
the  scientific  care  in  preparation  and  the 
large  profitable  increases  the  product,  Ur- 
bana Culture,  has  produced  in  various  legume 
crops  such  as  alfalfa,  clover,  soy  beans,  peas, 
beans,  lespedeza  and  others.  Special  strains 
are  produced  for  exclusive  use  on  special  va- 
rieties. Chemical  soil  tests  are  distributed 
widely  in  this  and  other  countries.  Some  were 
developed  by  cooperation  between  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  and  the  Urbana  Labora- 
tories. Agricultural  surveys  have  been  made 
for  more  than  twenty  years  for  the  leading 
canners  and  freezers  of  vegetables  in  order  to 
locate  plants  in  strategic  areas  for  successful 
growing  of  specialty  crops.  Since  1917  Dr. 
Whiting  has  examined  a  large  amount  of  the 
pea  acreage  of  the  United  States  annually. 
Germany  and  France  conducted  experiments 
with  Dr.  Whiting's  inoculants  and  gave  offi- 
cial recommendation  for  their  use  and  they 
are  now  used  extensively  not  only  in  Europe 
but  in  South  America. 

Dr.  Whiting  married  Lucille  DuBois,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Reverend  Daniel  and  Alice  (Morris) 
DuBois,  at  Hennepin,  Putnam  County,  on  De- 
cember 30,  1914.  Mrs.  Whiting  is  a  bacteri- 
ologist of  the  Urbana  Laboratories.  She  is 
also  president  of  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  of  the  board  of  mana- 
gers of  the  Cunningham  Children's  Home. 
Their  children  are  Alice  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Richard  D.  Colburn  and  mother  of  Richard 
Whiting,  Carol  Dunton  and  Keith  Whiting 
Colburn;  and  Barbara  Lucille,  the  wife  of 
Theodore  H.  Frison  and  mother  of  Theodore 
Whiting    Frison    born    September    25,     1949. 

Dr.  Whiting  is  trustee  of  several  trust 
funds  and  a  trustee  and  vice-president  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation,  a  trustee  of  the  Carle 
Foundation,  a  director  of  the  Urbana  Home 
Loan  Association  and  a  member  of  the  offi- 
cial board  of  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Urbana.  He  was  a  "Dollar  a  Year 
Man"  on  the  Council  of  Defense  in  World 
War  I  and  also  an  instructor  in  military  hy- 
giene and  sanitation.  He  is  a  Republican  and 
his  hobbies  are  travel  and  color  motion  pic- 
tures. His  services  have  been  invaluable  to 
the  State,  nation  and  the  world. 


ROBERT  CHRISTIAN  HERMAN 

WAGNER 

and 

WILLIAM  ANDREW  WAGNER,  B,S. 

In  1948,  the  firm  of  Wagner  and  Son,  with 
headquarters  at  301  Water  Street,  Cham- 
paign, celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
service  to  the  twin  cities,  Champaign  and 
Urbana.  By  that  time,  however,  the  founder, 
Robert  Christian  Herman  Wagner,  had  been 
deceased  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  his 
son,  William  Andrew  Wagner,  had  been  guid- 
ing the  business  for  that  long.  It  was  the 
elder  Mr.  Wagner  who  saw  the  business 
through  many  vicissitudes  from  its  earliest 
days  and  included  in  his  experience  were  the 
difficulties  of  the  Spanish-American  and  First 
World  Wars.  It  is  the  son  who  is  responsible 
for  the  modern  development  of  this  com- 
pany and,  veteran  of  World  War  I  himself, 
he  took  the  firm  successfully  through  the 
problems  of  World   War  II. 

Robert  C.  H.  Wagner  was  born  in  Chicago 
on  January  22,  1858,  the  son  of  Louis  and 
Mathilda  (Stroehlein)  Wagner.  The  father, 
born  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  in  1830,  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1850,  worked  for  a 
time  in  Chicago  as  a  cabinet  maker  and  then 
moved  to  Urbana  in  1859.  There  he  operated 
a  furniture  factory  and  undertaking  business. 
He  served  with  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil 
War.  Mathilda  Wagner  was  born  in  Muench- 
berg,  Bavaria,  in  1831.  There  was  also  a 
daughtei',    Sophia. 

After  receiving  his  education  in  Urbana's 
schools,  Robert  C.  H.  Wagner  went  to  work 
with  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad  and  became 
a  car  repair  foreman.  Later  he  was  super- 
intendent of  the  gas  company  in  Champaign 
and  in  the  early  1890's  he  served  as  street  su- 
perintendent. In  1898,  he  launched  his  own 
business,  teaming  and  excavating.  In  1903 
he  added  retail  coal  sales  and  in  1911  he 
built  his  storage  warehouse  at  the  present 
address.  In  World  War  I  he  served  as  super- 
intendent of  teams  at  Chanute  Field,  Camp 
Grant,  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  Cen- 
ter and  at  Camp  Custer  in  the  course  of 
their  construction  and  in  their  maintenance. 
After  the  war  he  started  replacing  his  teams 
with  trucks  for  moving  and  coal  deliveries. 
In  1919,  Mr.  Wagner  took  on  retail  sales  of 
automobiles  and  trucks  and  was  so  engaged 
until  his  death  in    1922. 

Robert  C.  H.  Wagner  married  Mary  Ann 
Brown  on  January  3,  1884.  Born  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  1862,  Mrs.  Brown  was  the  daughter 
of  John   Brown   (1825-1904)    and   Mary   Ann 
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(Rohrer)  Brown  (1832-1901),  both  of  whom 
were  German  immigrants.  Mrs.  Wagner  died 
on  June  11,  1946,  and  is  buried  alongside 
her  husband  in  the  family  plot  in  Mount  Hope 
Cemetery.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Neighbors  of  America,  but  chiefly,  as  her 
son  describes  her,  "a  homebody  who  loved 
her  home,   yard  and  flowers." 

Robert  Wagner  was  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  including  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
Knights  Templar;  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Champaign  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  worshiped  in  St.  Peter's  Evan- 
gelical Reformed  Church  and  liked  fishing, 
hunting,  traveling  and  music.  Automobiles 
and  horses  were  among  his  loves.  He  was 
known  for  his  energy  and  vitality,  his  toler- 
ance and  his  faith  in  the  future  of  Cham- 
paign, in  which  he  invested   heavily. 

There  were  four  children — Robert  Charles 
Wagner,  Mary  Elizabeth  Wagner,  William  An- 
drew Wagner  and  John  Wagner,  a  twin  of 
Mary  Elizabeth's  who  died  at  birth. 

William  Andrew  Wagner  was  born  in 
Champaign  on  December  1,  1893,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Champaign  High  School 
in  1911.  He  then  completed  his  education  at 
the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Engineer- 
ing in  1915.  From  the  moment  he  left  col- 
lege Mr.  Wagner  became  associated  with  his 
father  in  business,  and  the  firm  became 
Wagner  and  Son.  In  World  War  I  he  was 
a  Corporal  in  Headquarters  Company,  332nd 
Field  Artillery,  86th  (Blackhawk)  Division, 
and  was  overseas  from  September,  1918,  to 
February,  1919. 

After  his  father's  death  on  September  7, 
1922,  William  Wagner  assumed  the  control 
of  Wagner  and  Son,  and  has  since  built  it 
to  its  present  form.  With  the  advent  of  World 
War  II,  he  discontinued  the  automobile,  bus- 
iness and  devoted  himself  full  time  to  the 
storage  and  moving  business  and  retail  coal 
sales.  By  the  time  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
celebration  in  1948,  the  firm  was  one  of  the 
best  known  in  its  field  in  Central  Illinois. 

William  Andrew  Wagner  married  Edith 
Henrietta  Patzwith,  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Edith  (Wilsky)  Patzwith,  in  Champaign 
on  September  9,  1924.  From  1911  to  the 
time  of  her  marriage  Mrs.  Wagner  was  head 
bookkeeper  for  the  Citizens  State  Bank  of 
Champaign.  She  is  active  in  the  Champaign 
Unit,  No.    24,   American   Legion   Auxiliary. 

Mr.  Wagner,  a  leader  in  Champaign  Post, 
No.  24,  American  Legion,  was  the  comman- 
der in  the  year  1941-42.    He  is  also  active  in 


the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  was  a  charter  member,  in  1921,  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club  of  Champaign.  He  is  a  com- 
municant of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church  and 
is  a  Republican.  Hunting,  fishing  and  travel 
are  also  his  favorite  recreations.  He  is  an  ar- 
dent spectator  of  football  and  basketball.  His 
home  is  at  605  South  First  Street,  Cham- 
paign. 

Like  his  father,  William  Arthur  Wagner 
has  the  skill  and  personality  to  win  many 
friends  and  to  contribute  greatly  to  the  de- 
velopment of  a  community. 

JOSEPH  TOWNSLEY  TUCKER 

Section  17,  Illini  Township  ( Warrensburg), 
in  Macon  County,  is  the  birthplace  and  long- 
time home  of  a  man  who  has  for  decades  been 
an  outstanding  figure  in  the  farming  and 
cattle  world — Joseph  Townley  Tucker.  Mr. 
Tucker,  who  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  frater- 
nal life,  especially  Masonry,  is  a  one-time 
winner  of  great  prizes  at  the  International 
Livestock  Exposition  in  Chicago  and  is  a  man 
whose  cattle  operations  extended,  in  the  old 
days  of  the  "Wild  West,"  into  Texas  and  Wy- 
oming. 

He  was  born  on  January  25,  1872,  the  son 
of  Joseph  Clough  and  Emma  (Ferree)  Tuck- 
er. His  father,  born  in  Merrimac  County,  New 
Hampshire,  December  19,  1838,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Macon  County  from  1861  until  his 
death  September  14,  1903.  His  great-grand- 
father was  the  Reverend  Jedediah  Tucker,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts  who  pioneered  in 
New  Hampshire  in  1784,  and  his  father  was 
Major  Cyrus  Tucker,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
that  state.  Joseph  Clough  Tucker  was  for  a 
time  a  teacher  in  his  native  state,  but  when 
he  settled  in  Macon  County  he  became  a 
farmer  who  achieved  leadership  in  political 
and  public  affairs  and  in  Masonry. 

Joseph  T.  Tucker,  on  completing  his  school- 
ing at  Warrensburg  when  he  was  eighteen, 
went  to  work  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  G.  W. 
Thompson.  After  fifteen  months  he  returned 
to  the  homestead  on  Section  17  and  since 
then  has  been  engaged  in  fattening  cattle 
for  the  market,  mostly  the  white-faced  breed. 
He  now  farms  640  acres.  He  has  bought  cattle 
nearly  every  year  from  the  western  ranges. 
In  the  old  days  he  rode  stagecoach  through 
Wyoming  and  slept  out  on  the  plains  in  Tex- 
as, where  he  picked  out  cattle  to  feed  and  fat- 
ten for  market.  From  1904  to  1907  he  showed 
cattle  at  the  exposition  in  Chicago,  and  in 
1906    he    took    first    place    in    the    Southwest 
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District  for  two-year-old  Herefords  and  sec- 
ond place  for  shorthorns.  From  1905  to  1939 
Mr.  Tucker  bought  cattle  and  hogs  in  the 
Macon  County  area  and  shipped  them  by  rail 
to  Chicago  or  Indianapolis. 

On  October  12,  1898,  at  Warrensburg,  Mr. 
Tucker  married  Bessie  I.  Batchelder,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Jenness  and  Mary  (Thorndike) 
Batchelder.  It  was  John  J.  Batchelder  who 
gave  the  land  on  which  the  Illini  Congrega- 
tional Church,  where  Mr.  Tucker  has  been  an 
officer  for  years,  now  stands.  Mr.  Tucker's 
640  acres  include  320  which  were  the  home 
place  of  Mr.  Batchelder.  Mrs.  Tucker,  a  grad- 
uate of  Knox  College,  is  a  talented  artist. 
She  is  a  charter  member  of  Concordia  Wom- 
en's Club,  past  matron  of  the  Warrensburg 
Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  active 
in  church  and  missionary  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tucker  have  three  daughters — Ruth  Emma, 
born  February  17,  1901,  holder  of  the  degrees 
of  A.B.,  M.A.,  and  Ph.D.,  former  professor  of 
home  economics  at  the  University  of  Alaska, 
Fairbanks;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  May  25, 
1904,  holder  of  the  A.B.  and  M.A.  degrees, 
now  the  wife  of  Russell  M.  DeCoursey  and 
mother  of  Lowell  Arthur  and  Marilyn  Jean 
DeCoursey;  and  Helen,  born  December  28, 
1906,  holder  of  the  A.B.  degree,  now  Mrs. 
Harry  M.  Osborn  and  mother  of  Elizabeth 
Ann  Osborn. 

Mr.  Tucker  is  past  grand  of  Dove  Lodge, 
No.  600,  I.O.O.F. ;  past  master,  Warrensburg 
Lodge,  No.  959,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.;  a  member 
of  Decatur  Commandery  No.  9,  Knights 
Templar,  and  Ansar  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. 
Also,  he  is  past  patron  Warrensburg  Chapter, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  has  been  a  del- 
egate to  Democratic  Party  conventions,  as 
was  his  father,  and  has  served  as  Town  Clerk 
and  Road  Commissioner.  Geography  and  po- 
etry are  his  hobbies,  and  travel  is  his  favor- 
ite recreation.  He  has  visited  every  state  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  and  Mexico.  He 
is  described  as  a  "jovial  man,  friendly,  liking 
to  meet  people.  He  can  meet  people  and  get 
acquainted  easily."  His  activities,  it  is  agreed 
throughout  the  county,  have  promoted  pros- 
perity and  welfare. 

IRVING  MUNSON,  M.A. 

One  of  Illinois'  best  known  and  most  able 
educators,  Irving  Munson  is  now  superin- 
tendent of  schools  at  Kankakee,  behind  him 
a  series  of  similar  positions  in  various  other 
communities  of  his  native  state.  Aside  from 
the  reputation   he  has  made  as  teacher  and 


administrator,  Mr.  Munson  is  known  for  his 
writings  on  educational  subjects.  He  is  prom- 
inent in  Kankakee's  civic  life,  as  he  has  been 
in  the  civic  life  of  the  other  communities  in 
which  he  made  his  contribution  to  the  de- 
velopment of  education  and  the  school  sys- 
tems. 

Mr.  Munson  was  born  on  a  farm  near  New 
Bedford,  in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  on 
June  24,  1888.  His  parents  were  Swan  Mun- 
son, a  native  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  his  youth  and  became  a 
prominent  and  successful  farmer  tilling  a 
large  acreage,  and  Christine  Marie  (Johnson) 
Munson,  also  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  in  girlhood,  living  at 
first  in  Indiana,  finally  in  Illinois.  The  edu- 
cator is  the  fourth  of  the  five  children  born 
to  this  couple.  The  others  were  Frank,  An- 
nette,  Lennie  and  Carl. 

Irving  Munson  began  his  education  in  a 
rural  grade  school  located  at  some  distance 
from  his  native  farm.  He  obtained  the  equiv- 
alent of  a  high  school  education  at  Augustana 
Academy,  Rock  Island,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1909.  Four  years  later  he  took 
the  degree  of  Pachelor  of  Arts  at  Augustana 
College  in  Rock  Island,  and  immediately  be- 
gan his  professional  career.  Years  later  he 
undertook  graduate  work  in  education  at  the 
University  of  Illinois,  and  in  1929  was  grant- 
ed his  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  After  ob- 
taining his  baccalaureate  degree  in  1913,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  high 
school  at  Canton,  Illinois.  There  he  remained 
one  year,  resigning  to  accept  the  dual  post  of 
teacher  and  principal  in  the  Spring  Valley 
school  system,  where  he  worked  from  1914 
to  1916.  In  1916,  he  assumed  the  offfice  of 
superintendent  of  schools  at  Neponset,  in  Bu- 
reau County,  but  in  1917  returned  to  Spring 
Valley  as  superintendent.  There  he  remained 
until  1920,  when  he  accepted  the  superin- 
tendency  of  schools  at  Momence,  in  Kanka- 
kee County.  This  office  he  resigned  when 
in  1934  he  was  offered  the  post  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Kankakee  city  school  system. 
This  system  has  grown  in  size  of  registration 
and  school  structures,  in  personnel  and  in 
teaching  and  teacher  standards  under  his  ad- 
ministration, and  as  a  result  Mr.  Munson  has 
become  a  leading  figure  in  Illinois'  educa- 
tional circles. 

On  June  5,  1917,  at  Princeton,  Mr.  Munson 
married  Alma  C.  Nelson,  a  native  of  Spring 
Valley.  One  son  was  born  to  the  marriage — 
Irving  N.  Munson,  in  1919.  The  son,  now 
practicing  his  profession  of  civil  engineer  in 
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Toledo,  Ohio,  obtained  his  Bachelor's  and 
Master's  degrees  in  Engineering  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor.  He  married 
Anne  Elizabeth  Holmes  of  that  college  city. 

Superintendent  Munson  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Education  Association,  the  Illinois 
Education  Association,  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  School  Administrators,  the  Illi- 
nois Association  of  School  Administrators  and 
other  professional  groups.  He  is  a  former 
president  of  the  East  Central  Division  of  the 
Illinois  Education  Association.  He  has  also 
headed  Momence  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Kankakee  and  the  Kankakee 
County  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 
In  addition,  he  belongs  to  Phi  Delta  Kappa, 
the  educational  fraternity,  and  to  the  Kan- 
kakee Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Masonic 
Order,  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
and  the  Methodist  Church.  He  is  one  of  the 
popular  figures  in  Kankakee  County  and  in 
the  educational  world,  and  a  writer  on  pro- 
fessional subjects  who  is  closely  studied  by 
his  colleagues. 

CHARLES  UNDERFANGER 

A  business  which  is  today  one  of  the  lead- 
ing firms  in  the  transfer  and  storage  field 
in  Illinois — the  Underfanger  Transfer  and 
Storage  Company  of  Springfield — began  in 
the  middle  nineteenth  century  with  a  horse 
and  wagon  that  pulled  loads  at  twenty-five 
cents  a  load.  It  is  also  a  business  which  prob- 
ably held  the  first  contract  in  the  nation  to 
haul  dynamite,  which  at  that  time  was  con- 
sidered an  even  more  hazardous  operation 
than  it  is  today.  The  man  who  took  this  bus- 
iness over  from  his  father  and  built  it  into 
the  great  enterprise  it  is  today  and  then,  on 
retirement,  turned  it  over  to  his  son-in-law, 
Edward  F.  Wagner,  is — Charles  Unde.rfanger. 
Mr.  Underfanger  in  his  many  years  in  the 
storage  and  transfer  field  became  one  of  its 
leading  figures  and  is  even  now  consulted  re- 
peatedly  for   advice   in   this   field. 

Mr.  Underfanger  was  born  in  Edinburgh, 
Christian  County,  on  January  22,  1878,  the 
son  of  John  and  Emily  (Taintor)  Underfan- 
ger. His  father,  famed  Civil  War  veteran 
and  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  official, 
was  born  in  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  in 
1847  and  died  in  1930.  The  mother,  a  native 
<of  Springfield,  was  honored  by  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public for  seventeen  consecutive  years  of 
iserv'ice  as  treasurer  by  the  planting  of  a  tree 
on  the  court  house  lawn  in  her  memory. 
At   the   age    of   fourteen,    John    Underfanger, 


with  one  horse  and  wagon,  started  business 
hauling  vegetables  and  bananas,  and  also  fur- 
niture, at  twenty-five  cents  a  load.  When  he 
was  a  bit  older  he  ran  away  from  home  to 
jcin  the  Union  Army.  The  family  traced  him 
and  took  him  home,  but  when  bounties  were 
offered  for  active  soldiers  his  family  allowed 
him  to  rejoin  the  Union  forces.  He  was 
in  the  Battle  of  Shiloh  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
Later  he  was  chief  mustering  officer  and  vice 
commander  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. He  also  had  many  skirmishes  with  the 
Indians  to  his  credit.  At  the  time  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  death  he  was  chosen  to  stand  as 
guard  as  the  body  lay  in  state  at  the  capitol 
and  during  the  burial  service.  He  was  again 
chosen  when  the  Great  Emancipator's  body 
was  moved  to  its  present  resting  place.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Battle  of  Shiloh  Survi- 
vors and  prominent  in  the  Illinois  Department 
of  the  G.  A  R.  After  the  war  John  Under- 
fanger began  expanding  his  business,  adding 
horses  and  wagons  as  necessary.  The.  con- 
tract he  obtained  from  the  duPont  company 
to  haul  dynamite  and  other  explosives  is  still 
carried  by  the  firm  now  operated  by  his 
son's  son-in-law.  He  built  the  firm's  first 
warehouse,  on  the  site  it  still  occupies  in 
Springfield,  in  the  late  part  of  the  century. 
It  was  a  horse  barn  remodeled  for  storage. 

Charles  Underfanegr  joined  his  father  in 
the  business  at  an  early  age.  The  father 
gave  him  and  his  brother  John  a  horse  and 
wagon  and  from  this  beginning  the  brothers 
started  a  business  of  their  own  which  they 
later  amalgamated  with  their  father's  and 
which  is  today  the  great  Underfanger  Trans- 
fer and  Storage  Company.  The  Underfangers 
bought  their  first  truck  in  1916.  In  1926, 
on  his  own  in  business,  Charles  Underfanger 
purchased  his  father's  warehouse.  He  had 
purchased  the  original  business  in  1914.  In 
1927  he  built  a  second  warehouse,  located  at 
the  rear  of  the  block  containing  the  original 
warehouse.  The  firm  now  operates  six  large 
vans  and  several  small  pickup  and  delivery 
service  trucks  and  employs  twelve  persons. 
It  does  interstate  hauling. 

Charles  Underfanger  married  Pearl  Walcher 
on  November  6,  1901,  and  to  this  marriage 
Elizabeth  Underfanger  was  born  on  August 
31,  1902.  Educated  in  Springfield's  grade 
and  high  schools  and  in  Brown's  Business 
College,  the  daughter  became  bookkeeper  in 
the  Underfanger  business.  She  is  still  active 
in  it  today.  Her  husband,  born  in  Girard, 
Illinois,  on  January  26,  1896,  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  business  since  1923.    In  1937, 
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after  the  retirement  of  her  father,  Mr.  Wag- 
ner took  over  the  sales  end  of  the  business 
and  since  1946  he  has  been  general  manager. 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Wagner  have  two  children — 
Margaret  E.,  born  on  August  7,  1932,  and 
Charles  E.,  born  on  October  18,  1933. 

Always  active  in  community  life,  Charles 
Underfanger  has  continued  so  despite  his  re- 
tirement. He  is  a  member  of  the  Springfield 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows; 
the  Springfield  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  the  Methodist  Church.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  those  who  have  made  the  greatest 
contributions  to  the  development  and  pros- 
perity of  the  state  capital. 

HAROLD  HENRY  MYERS 

A  leading  business  man  of  the  state,  Harold 
Henry  Myers  of  Decatur  is  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Swain  and  Myers,  Inc.,  of 
Decatur,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Lin- 
coln Store  Fixture  Company  of  Lincoln  and 
President  of  the  Store  Equipment  Acceptance 
Company  of  Chicago,  of  all  of  which  concerns 
he  was  co-founder  or  founder.  Active  out- 
side the  business  world  in  civic  and  religious 
affairs,  Mr.  Myers  is  a  lay  leader  in  the 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Epworth  Assembly 
at  Ludington,  Michigan. 

He  was  born  in  Forreston,  Ogle  County, 
on  August  14,  1900,  the  son  of  Charles  M. 
and  Nellie  B.  (Roach)  Myers.  His  father, 
who  was  born  in  1870  at  Mount  Morris,  Ogle 
County,  was  a  railroader  and  farmer  who 
achieved  such  prominence  and  leadership  as 
to  be  elected  Sheriff  and  Treasurer  of  Ogle 
County.  Nellie  Roach  Myers  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Roach  of  Ogle 
County. 

Harold  Henry  Myers,  after  attending  the 
elementary  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
county,  also  studied  at  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity, Evanston,  and  the  University  of  Illinois. 
In  1918,  the  final  year  of  World  War  I,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Student  Army  Training 
Corps  at  Northwestern.  He  was  a  student  at 
Urbana  in  1919,  1920  and  1921.  He  was 
elected  to  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity. 
In  1922,  Mr.  Myers  became  a  salesman  for 
the  Liquid  Carbonic  Company  at  Chicago. 
This  position  he  held  until  1923,  when  he 
became  sales  manager  for  the  Combination 
Fountain  Company  in  Decatur.  Four  years 
later  he  left  this  firm  to  become  co-founder 
of  Swain  and  Myers,  Inc.,  Decatur,  of  which 
he  has  been  president  and  treasurer  since 
1935.  In  1946,  Mr.  Myers  founded  the  Lin- 
coln Store  Fixture  Company  at  Lincoln,  and 


has  been  that  concern's  president  and  treas- 
urer since  that  year.  In  1947  he  founded  the 
Store  Equipment  Acceptance  Company  at  Chi- 
cago, of  which  he  has  been  president  from 
the  beginning  also. 

On  September  29,  1923,  at  Tuscola,  seat 
of  Douglas  County,  Mr.  Myers  married  Con- 
stance Fuller,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  George  H. 
and  Beatrice  (Howard)  Fuller.  Mrs.  Myers, 
well  known  in  health  and  welfare  work,  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Girls' 
Welfare  Home  of  Decatur;  she  was  president 
of  this  board  in  1947-48  and  1948-49.  One 
daughter  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers 
on  May  26,  1927 — Marilyn,  now  Mrs.  Robert 
E.  McCann.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  reside  at 
681  South  Monroe  Street,  Decatur,  and  wor- 
ship at  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  that 
city.  Mr.  Myers  has  been  on  the  church's 
official  board  for  many  years.  He  is  also 
vice-president  and  a  member  of  the  official 
board  of  the  Epworth  Assembly  at  Luding- 
ton,   Michigan. 

Mr.  Myers'  other  interests  include  the  De- 
catur Club  and  the  Decatur  Country  Club, 
the  Republican  Party  and  saddle  and  show 
horses.  He  is  six  feet  tall,  weighs  195  pounds, 
has  blue  eyes  and  a  medium  complexion.  He 
is  described  as  "very  kind,  dependable  and 
considerate." 

KIZER  OIL  COMPANY 

The  Kizer  Oil  Company  of  Mattoon,  owned 
and  controlled  by  the  Kizer  family,  was 
founded  in  1919  by  John  Worth  Kizer,  a  na- 
tive of  Christian  County.  This  highly  success- 
ful firm,  distributing  petroleum  products  since 
that  year,  has  expanded  its  operations  year 
by  year  until  it  now  operates  filling  stations 
and  distributes  its  merchandise  in  seven  Illi- 
nois counties.  Its  trading  radius  is  about  sixty 
miles  of  Mattoon.  The  company  handles  gas- 
oline, fuel  oil  and  lubricating  oil.  Its  main 
plant  is  at  2216  West  Broadway,  Mattoon, 
with  bulk  plants  also  at  Mattoon,  Charleston 
and  in  Greenup,  Cumberland  County.  It 
owns  nine  filling  stations. 

John  Worth  Kizer,  the  founder,  turned  the 
business  over  to  his  two  sons,  Clarence  W. 
Kizer  and  Paul  A.  Kizer,  in  1939,  and  they 
have  operated  and  further  extended  the  busi- 
ness since  that  time,  adding  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Kizer  family.  The  sons'  mother 
was  Ersie  Elizabeth  Kizer,  who  died  on  April 
1,  1946.  Clarence  Kizer  was  born  on  March 
9,  1901,  and  Paul  Kizer  on  January  21,  1911. 
Clarence  Kizer  married  Margaret  Boyd  of 
Paris,  Illinois.    Paul  Kizer,  on  June  18,  1944, 
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married  Edna  Mae  Cole  of  Mattoon.  They 
have  one  son,  George  Worth  Kizer,  who  was 
born  on  February  24,  1945.  Mrs.  Paul  Kizer, 
who  was  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Illinois  in  1932,  was  principal  of  the  Long- 
fellow School  in  Mattoon  until  her  marriage. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois chapter  of  Sigma  Kappa  Sorority  and 
in  1949-1950  was  president  of  the  Mattoon 
and  Charleston  Branch  of  the  American  As- 
sociation of  University  Women.  Mr.  Paul 
Kizer  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Mattoon  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
is  also  a  member  and  a  trustee  of  the  Cen- 
tral Community  Church  of  Mattoon. 

The  Kizers  are  recognized  as  having  made 
an  outstanding  contribution  to  not  only  the 
petroleum  industry  but  also  to  the  economic 
and  cultural  development  of  a  large  section 
of  Illinois.  John  Worth  Kizer  and  his  sons 
are  held  in  the  highest  respect  in  their  area 
of  the  state,  where  they  have  exercised  lead- 
ership   for   so    long. 

HONORABLE  FRED  MONROE  JONES 

Two  fields  of  endeavor  claim  the  Honor- 
able Fred  Monroe  Jones  as  an  outstanding  cit- 
izen-hotel keeping  and  public  affairs.  In  the 
former  Mr.  Jones  is  owner  and  operator  of 
the  famed  Douglas  Hotel  at  Tuscola,  seat  of 
Douglas  County,  and  in  the  latter  he  is  Mayor 
of  Tuscola.  A  popular  figure  among  his  fellow 
citizens  in  the  community  and  county  and 
among  the  traveling  public  visiting  Central 
Illinois,  Mayor  Jones  carries  on  a  tradition 
of  service  established  for  his  family  by  his  late 
father. 

Born  in  Thompsonville,  Illinois,  on  January 
20,  1903,  Fred  Monroe  Jones  is  the  son  of 
Walter  and  Litha  (White)  Jones.  His  father, 
who  was  also  a  renowned  hotelman,  operated 
hotels  in  Marion,  Johnston  City,  Carbondale, 
Mattoon  and  Thompsonville.  He  died  on  De- 
cember 22,  1942.  The  mother,  who  was  a 
native  of  Thompsonville,  died  in  1939. 

Tuscola's  Mayor  began  his  education  in  the 
elementary  schools  of  Marion.  He  then  went 
to  the  Johnston  City  High  School,  where  he 
played  basketball  and  football.  Following  his 
graduation  from  the  high  school,  he  studied  in 
the  University  of  Illinois  School  of  Commerce. 
He  left  college  to  help  manage  his  father's 
hotel  and  has  since  been  identified  with  the 
hotel  industry  in  Illinois.  He  is  now  the 
owner  and  manager  of  the  Douglas  Hotel 
in  Tuscola — a  hostelry  which  has  fifty  rooms 
and  is  exceedingly  popular  among  traveling 
salesmen   and    other   touring   Americans   who 


enter  the  Central  Illinois  region-  Wherever 
the  fame  of  the  Douglas  Hotel  has  spread, 
and  it  has  gone  far,  there  the  name  of  Fred 
Monroe   Jones  has   become   known. 

On  May  25,  1936,  Mr.  Jones  married  Helen 
V.  Eversole  of  Hindsboro,  Douglas  County, 
and  a  graduate  of  the  Illinois  State  Normal 
School.  Mrs.  Jones,  who  taught  in  the  public- 
schools  of  Illinois  for  twenty-five  years,  is 
now  active  in  assisting  her  husband  in  the 
management  of  the  Hotel  Douglas.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones  maintain  an  apartment  of  their 
own  in  the  hotel 

Active  in  Tuscola's  public  affairs  for  years, 
Mr.  Jones  was  elected  Mayor  in  April,  1949, 
and  has  since  given  the  city  an  outstanding 
administration.  The  city,  seat  of  a  county 
established  in  February,  1860,  has  the  old 
town  form  of  government  now  headed  by 
Mayor  Jones  and  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
Municipal  League.  Its  population  is  nearly 
3,000.  Mayor  Jones  is  a  Republican.  He 
spends  his  leisure  in  the  country,  at  a  cabin 
he  calls  "The  Oaks."  His  organizational  af- 
filiations are  with  the  Decatur  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Tuscola  Moose  Club  and  the  Tuscola  Chamber 
of   Commerce. 

As  Mayor  and  hotel  operator  Fred  Monroe 
Jones  is  stimulating  the  growth  of  not  only 
his  community  but  the  surrounding  region. 

FREDERICK  A.  JORGENSEN 

Though  he  is  now  retired,  Frederick  A. 
Jorgensen  of  Champaign  has  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  that  his  name  is  still  renowned  in 
the  creamery  world,  to  which  he  gave  years 
of  leadership.  Once  the  owner  of  creameries 
in  Peoria  and  Champaign,  he.  was  for  seven- 
teen years  vice-president  of  the  Beatrice 
Creamery  of  Champaign,  one  of  the  largest 
in  its  field  in  the  United  States.  He  now 
keeps  his  hand  in  the  field,  so  to  speak,  by 
operating  a  large  dairy  farm  in  DuPage  Coun- 
ty. He  has  served  the  University  of  Illinois 
and  the  State  of  Illinois  in  official  dairy  ca- 
pacities and  twice  attended  International 
Dairy  Congresses,  once  as  an  official  delegate 
from  the  State. 

Mr.  Jorgensen  comes  from  a  country  of 
dairy  experts — Denmark.  He  was  born  in 
Hals,  in  that  country,  on  December  21,  1882, 
one  of  the  fourteen  children  of  I.  M.  S.  and 
Jensine  (Als)  Jorgensen.  His  father,  a  farm- 
er, died  in  1927  and  his  mother  in  1915. 
Both  were  also  natives  of  Hals  and  both  are 
interred  there. 

Frederick  Jorgensen  received  his  early  edu- 
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cation  in  the  public  schools  of  Hals.  He  left 
school  to  work  on  his  father's  farm.  When 
he  was  eighteen  he  emigrated  to  America, 
arriving  on  May  11,  1901.  For  a  time  he  was 
a  farm  hand  at  Lombard,  Illinois,  but  in  1903 
he  moved  to  Champaign  and  became  a  special 
student  in  agriculture,  having  been  awarded 
a  scholarship.  On  February  1,  1904,  he  was 
appointed  a  butter  maker  at  the  university 
and  later  he  was  associated  with  the  dairy 
department  as  creamery  field  assistant  and 
he  traveled  throughout  Illinois.  In  1912  Mr. 
Jorgensen  established  what  is  now  called  the 
Peoria  Creamery  Company,  at  Peoria.  Then 
he  returned  to  Champaign  and  took  over  what 
is  known  as  the.  Twin  City  Creamery  as  own- 
er. In  1927  the  Twin  City  was  consolidated 
with  the  Beatrice  Creamery,  having  previous- 
ly (1915)  having  also  been  consolidated  with 
the  Pioneer  Creamery.  In  1927  Mr.  Jorgen- 
sen became  vice-president  of  the  enlarged  Be- 
atrice Creamery  and  remained  in  that  capac- 
ity until  his  retirement  in  1944.  He  had,  in 
meantime,  made  an  extraordinary  contribu- 
tion to  the  growth  of  that  great  firm. 

On  September  3,  1913,  Mr.  Jorgensen  mar- 
ried Sarah  Grace  McMillin  of  McComb,  Illi- 
nois, a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 
and  they  reside  at  507  Highland  Street, 
Champaign.  Both  worship  at  the.  Christian 
Church  of  that  city. 

Mr.  Jorgensen's  notable  services  were  per- 
formed not  only  in  the  dairy  industry  but 
in  the  community.  He  was,  for  example,  pres- 
ident of  the  Champaign  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  1935.  He  is  also  active  in  the  Ro- 
tary Club  of  Champaign  and  in  the  Masonic 
order,  and  he  continues  making  his  contribu- 
tion as  the  operator  of  a  dairy  farm  of  great 
dimensions.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  State 
of  Illinois  to  the  International  Dairy  Con- 
gress at  Stockholm,  Sweden,  in  1911,  and  at- 
tended the  International  Dairy  Congress  at 
London,  England,  in  1928.  Gardening  is  his 
hobby  and  in  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Repub- 
lican. 

Mr.  Jorgensen  has  won  the  respect  and  af- 
fection of  thousands  of  citizens. 

WILLIAM  CLYDE  HANDLIN,  M.A. 

An  educator  whose  reputation  has  spread 
throughout  Illinois  and  even  beyond,  William 
Clyde  Handlin  has  been  promoting  the  cause 
of  education — with  excellent  results — through 
out  Central  Illinois  for  many  years.  He  is  not 
only  principal  of  the  Lincoln  High  School  in 
Lincoln  but  a  leading  organizational  and  civ- 


ic worker  and  a  former  head  of  the  state's 
professional  group  in  the  field  of  education. 

Mr.  Handlin  was  born  at  Lake  Fork,  Illi- 
nois, On  April  11,  1885,  the  son  of  Daniel  D. 
and  Margaret  Lucinda  (Buckles)  Handlin.  He 
went  to  elementary  and  high  school  at  Mt.  Pu- 
laski and  in  1909  was  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  Mr.  Handlin  began  his  pedagogical 
career  that  year,  but  continued  with  his  stud- 
ies. In  1926  he  did  some  post-graduate  work 
in  education  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
at  Madison  and  this  he  followed  up  with  fur- 
ther graduate  work  at  Millikin  University  in 
Decatur,  receiving  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  in  1928. 

Mr.  Handlin's  first  position  as  educator 
was  in  a  rural  school.  He  was  a  teacher  there 
from  1909  to  1911.  Then,  from  1911  to  1913, 
he  taught  in  the  New  Holland  village  school. 
In  1913  he  went  to  Lincoln  as  instructor  and 
athletic  coach  at  the  Lincoln  High  School.  In 
1916  he  was  appointed  coach  at  Pacific  Uni- 
versity, Forest  Grove,  Oregon.  In  1919  he  was 
appointed  to  his  present  post  of  principal  of 
the  high  school.  His  administration  of  the  high 
school  has  brought  him  considerable  attention 
from  educators  and  parents  throughout  the 
state. 

Mr.  Handlin  married  Marian  Louise  Newlan 
on  June  20,  1923,  and  three  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Daniel  W.  Handlin,  Mar- 
ian Lucinda  Handlin  and  Sylvia  Louise  Hand- 
lin. The  family  worships  in  the  Christian 
Church  at  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Handlin  had  a  two-fold  experience  in 
World  War  I.  A  secretary  aboard  the  U.  S.  S. 
President  Grant,  a  troopship,  he  made  four 
round-trips  on  the  Atlantic  between  the  Amer- 
ican coast  and  France.  Also,  from  October  to 
December,  1918,  he  served  as  a  Corporal  in 
the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps  at  Co- 
lumbia University,  New  York,  where  he  also 
did  some  graduate  study  in  education.  From 
1941  to  1943  he  was  chairman  of  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  in  the  Illinois  Education  As- 
sociation ?nd  from  1943  to  1944  he  was  presi- 
dent of  that  organization,  in  which  he  remains 
an  influential  figure.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
National  Education  Association  and  to  the  Lin- 
coln Post  of  the  American  Legion,  the  Kiwanis 
Club  of  iJncoln  and  to  the  Masonic  order,  in 
which  he  holds  the  thirty-second  degree,  being 
a  Noble  of  Ansar  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Or- 
der Noble?  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Springfield. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  services  to 
the  cause  of  education  and  good  citizenship 
have  won  Mr.  Handlin  widespread  recognition. 


ILLINOIS         EDITION 


205 


LT.  COL.  STANLEY  LOUIS  KAUFMAN 

Kaufman's,  Inc.,  in  Champaign,  is  not  only 
a  place  to  shop  drawing  customers  from  ter- 
ritory many  miles  from  that  city  but  it  is 
a  place  in  which  numerous  business  men, 
while  students  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
nearby,  had  their  early  training  in  the  arts 
of  merchandising  under  experts.  It  is  an  in- 
stitution— an  institution  which  has  served  the 
city  and  the  surrounding  area  since  1879. 
Today  this  famous  establishment  is  headed  by 
Stanley  Louis  Kaufman,  son  and  nephew  of 
the  founders.  A  veteran  of  both  World  Wars 
I  and  II,  Mr.  Kaufman  is  not  only  an  out- 
standing business  man  of  the  State,  but  one 
who  is  prominent  in  agriculture,  county  fair 
promotion,  civic  work  and  religious  activities. 

Col.  Kaufman  was  born  in  Champaign,  the 
son  of  Jacob  M.  and  Hattie  (Freudenstein) 
Kaufman.  The  families  on  both  sides  are  of 
German-Jewish  extraction,  having  come  to 
this  country  between  1849  and  1870  The 
Kaufman  family  settled  in  Indiana,  but  moved 
from  place  to  place  before  finally  establish- 
ing itself  in  Champaign.  Jacob  Kaufman  was 
born  at  Windfall,  Tipton  County,  Indiana.  On 
July  19,  1866,  he  and  his  brother  Aaron  es- 
tablished the.  Kaufman  store  at  its  present 
location,  16-18  Main  Street,  Champaign.  The 
brother  moved  to  Decatur  in  1882  where  he 
founded  the  Kaufman  Store,  but  this  was 
sold  a  few  years  before  his  death  to  Ses- 
sels.  This  store  is  still  in  existence  at  Deca- 
tur. Jacob  Kaufman  became  one  of  Cham- 
paign's foremost  citizens.  He  served  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  United  Charities  and  was 
outstanding  in  many  other  organizations.  He 
was  introduced  to  the  young  woman  who 
later  became  his  wife  by  the  late  General 
Milton  J.  Foreman  of  Chicago,  of  World  War 
I  fame  and  an  early  president  of  the  Amer- 
ican Legion,  who  was  best  man  at  their  wed- 
ding. Hattie  Freudenstein  Kaufman  was  the 
daughter  of  Louis  and  Hannah  Freudenstein 
of  Clinton,  Illinois.  Her  father  served  in  the 
Civil  War.  He  founded  the  Freudenstein 
Clothing  Store  in  1862  on  the  Square  in 
Clinton.  This  store  was  sold  to  Myers  Broth- 
ers in  1917,  but  the  building  is  still  owned 
by  Mrs.  Kaufman.  The  Freudensteins  ac- 
quired their  land  in  Dewitt  County  in  an 
interesting  fashion.  As  their  business  pros- 
pered they  felt  it  wise  to  invest  in  rich  farm- 
land. One  of  their  farms  was  purchased  from 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  This  land  had 
been  part  of  a  grant  issued  by  the  Govern- 
ment when  the  railroad  built  its  old  main  line 


from  Chicago  to  St.  Louis.  The  farms  were 
managed  by  Mrs  Kaufman's  brother,  the  late 
Edwin  L.  Freudenstein,  a  prominent  citizen 
and  world  traveler.  They  were  inherited  by 
Mrs.  Kaufman,  and  her  son,  Stanley,  manages 
them  for  her  today. 

Stanley  Louis  Kaufman  was  graduated  from 
the  Champaign  High  School  in  1918.  In  World 
War  I  he  served  as  a  private  in  the  Army. 
From  1919  to  1921  he  was  a  student  at  Wil- 
liams College  in  Massachusetts  and  in  1922 
he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at 
the  University  of  Illinois.  He  succeeded  his 
father  as  president  of  Kaufman's  in  1922, 
and  he  has  managed  that  store,  with  increas- 
ing success,  ever  since  as  well  as  the  1500 
acres  of  family  farmland  in  Champaign  and 
Dewitt  Counties.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
Hart  Mirror  Plate  Company,  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan.  In  World  War  II,  Mr.  Kaufman 
was  commissioned  a  Captain  in  July,  1942, 
rising  to  a  Major  in  June,  1943.  He  was  a 
staff  officer,  director  of  the  personnel  di- 
vision, at  Camp  McCoy,  Wisconsin,  and  in 
June,  1945,  received  a  letter  of  commenda- 
tion from  the  commanding  general  of  the 
Sixth  Service  Command  for  meritorious  work 
in  this  capacity.  At  that  time  he  became  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel.  In  August,  1945,  Mr. 
Kaufman  was  separated  from  the  service. 

On  February  2,  1925,  Mr.  Kaufman  married 
Josephine  Hart,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rose 
S.  Hart  of  Grand  Rapids.  It  was  Mrs.  Kauf- 
man's father  who  founded  the  Hart  Mirror 
Plate  Company  in  1899,  prior  to  which  time 
he  was  a  salesman  on  the  road  for  many  years 
for  an  Eastern  mirror  firm.  His  family  had 
moved  to  Michigan  around  1870.  He  was  the 
first  in  the  Middle  West  to  establish  a  mirror 
plant,  and  set  out  primarily  to  serve  the  Grand 
Rapids  furniture  industry,  and  today  nearly 
all  the  mirrors  used  in  that  industry  are  Hart 
mirrors.  Mr.  Hart,  died  in  1916  and  the  busi- 
ness passed  to  his  widow,  Rose  S.  Hart.  She  died 
in  1945,  and  since  then  Mrs.  Stanley  Kaufman 
has  been  the  owner.  She  is  also  vice-president 
of  the  company,  and  Mr.  Kaufman,  as  its  pres- 
ident, spends  much  of  his  time  in  Grand  Rapids. 
Mrs.  Kaufman  is  a  charter  member  and  for- 
mer president  of  the  Service  League  of  Cham- 
paign and  in  1944  was  president  of  the  Offi- 
cers' Wives  Club  of  Camp  McCoy.  She  and 
Mr.  Kaufman  have  a  daughter,  Joan  Hart 
Kaufman,  who  was  born  on  May  17,  1927. 
Their  home  is  at  1015  West  University  Ave- 
nue, Champaign. 

The  family  worships  at  Sinai  Temple, 
Champaign.    Mr.  Kaufman  is  a  member  of  its 
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board  of  directors.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
Temple's  founders,  and  was  president  when 
it  was  built  in  1918.  One  of  the  activities 
have  been  admired  through  the  years  was 
conducted  in  conjunction  with  Dean  Charles 
M.  Thompson  of  the  University  of  Illinois 
College  of  Commerce,  now  retired,  until 
World  War  II  made  its  continuance  impossi- 
ble. This  was  helping  graduates  obtain  good 
positions.  Some  of  them  were  given  part-time 
work  in  Kaufman's  in  their  undergraduate 
days.  All  the  records  of  the  store  have  been 
given  to  the  College  of  Commerce,  and,  dat- 
ing from  1879,  they  have  proved  of  tremen- 
dous value  to  those  studying  merchandising. 
Mr.  Kaufman  is  a  member  of  various  Masonic 
bodies  including  the  Shrine,  the  Elks,  the 
Champaign  Country  Club,  the  Standard  Club 
for  which  the  Kaufmans,  father  and  son, 
of  Chicago  and  the  Peninsular  Club  of  Grand 
Rapids.  Farming  and  saddle  horses  are  his 
hobbies.  Like  all  the  members  of  his  family 
he  is  maintaining  a  tradition  of  service  to  the 
State. 

JESSE  WILLIAM  THRASHER 

To  the  banking  business  at  Champaign, 
where  he  is  an  outstanding  figure  in  both 
commercial  and  community  activities,  Jesse 
William  Thrasher  has  brought  an  unusual 
breadth  of  experience  and  a  sincere  interest 
in  community  and  regional  growth  and  wel- 
fare. He  is  not  only  executive  vice-president 
of  the  Trevett-Mattis  Banking  Company  but 
also  the  representative  in  the  Champaign  area 
of  out-of-town  residents  owning  and  opera- 
ting farm  acreage  there.  He  is  active  in  civic 
and  public  affairs  and  is  a  veteran  of  World 
War  I. 

Jesse  William  Thrasher  was  born  on  Novem- 
ber 14,  1898,  at  Thawville,  Illinois,  the  son  of 
Chauncey  A.  and  Phoebe  M.  (Townsend) 
Thrasher.  His  father,  also  a  native  of  Thaw- 
ville, was  a  banker.  His  mother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  and  Margaret  Townsend  of 
Thawville. 

Jesse  W.  Thrasher  was  graduated  from  the 
Gibson  High  School  at  Gibson,  Illinois.  He  was 
on  the  school's  football  and  basketball  teams. 
In  1917  he  entered  the  banking  business  as 
an  employee  of  the  Skeels  and  Thrasher  Bank 
at  Thawville.  Soon  afterward  the  United 
States  became  a  belligerent  in  World  War  I, 
and  Mr.  Thrasher  took  a  military  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  serve  his  country.  He  was  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  World  War 
I,  serving  in  France. 


Honorably  discharged  from  the  Army  in 
1919,  Mr.  Thrasher  returned  to  his  position 
with  the  Skeels  and  Thrasher  Bank.  In  1922, 
that  institution  became  a  State  bank  and  as- 
sumed the  name  of  Thawville  State  Bank.  Mr. 
Thrasher  remained  with  the  bank  until  1927, 
when  he  resigned  to  enter  the  insurance  busi- 
ness in  Champaign.  After  three  years  in  that 
field,  he  accepted  a  post  in  the  farm  loan  de- 
partment of  the  Trevett-Mattis  Banking  Com» 
pany.  He  continued  in  that  department  until 
1936,  and  then  was  advanced  to  the  office  of 
cashier,  which  he  held  for  twelve  years  or  un- 
til 1948.  In  that  year  he  was  elected  execu- 
tive vice-president,  the  post  he  holds  today. 
As  a  banker,  Mr.  Thrasher  has  done  much  to 
promote  the  growth  of  Champaign  and  the 
surrounding  farm  region. 

His  cwic  activities  have  been  extensive, 
and  he  has  been  named  to  serve  on  the  Cham- 
paign Police  and  Fire  Commission  and  to  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Champaign  Civic 
Foundation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Legion  at  Champaign,  the  Champaign  Lodge 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  the  Champaign  Country  Club.  He 
worships  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  a 
Republican.  His  home  is  at  308  North  Prairie 
Avenue,  Champaign. 

In  1919,  at  Gibson  City,  Mr.  Thrasher  mar- 
ried Mildred  Lowry.  In  1943,  he  remarried, 
his  present  wife  being  the  former  Marjorie 
Cekander  of  Champaign.  Mr.  Thrasher  is  the 
father  of  two  daughters  and  two  sons — Pa- 
tricia, the  wife  of  J.  Gould  and  the  mother  of 
Terry  and  Judy  Gould;  Shirlee,  the  wife  of 
Stanley  C.  Green  and  the  mother  of  Robin 
Green  and  Scott  Green;  Robert  F.  Thrasher, 
who  married  Mary  Jordan,  and  Jeffrey  Alan 
Thrasher. 

Banking  is  one  of  the  major  factors  pro- 
moting the  development  of  urban-rural  terri- 
tory and  accelerating  the  march  of  civiliza- 
tion. Its  leaders  are  possessors  of  great  public 
trust.  A  man  who  has  proved  himself  capable 
of  discharging  this  trust  with  wisdon  is — Jesse 
William  Thrasher. 

ORVALL  ORAN  MITCHELL 

At  Kansas,  in  Edgar  County,  Eastern  Ill- 
inois has  an  outstanding  teacher  in  vocational 
agriculture  and  a  farmer  and  Duroc  Hog 
breeder  with  a  state-wide  reputation.  He  is 
Orvall  Oran  Mitchell,  a  native  of  the  region 
in  which  he  has  achieved  renown. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  born  on  a  small  farm  near 
Newton,  seat  of  Jasper  County,  on  March  12, 
1897.  His  father  was  James  Albert  Mitchell,  a 
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prosperous  farmer  also  born  in  Jasper  Coun- 
ty, the  youngest  son  in  a  family  of  two  boys 
and  seven  girls.  The  mother  of  Orvall  0.  Mit- 
chell was  Clara  Florence  (Eck)  Mitchell,  one 
of  the  thirteen  children  of  George  and  Mary 
Eck.  Her  father,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Germany,  served  three  years  in 
the  Civil  War.  Orvall  Mitchell  was  graduated 
from  the  Newton  High  School  in  1918.  Six 
years  later  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  Agriculture  from  the  University 
of  Illinois  and  in  1938  took  the  degree  of  Mas- 
ter of  Science.  He  was  elected  to  Alpha  Tau 
Alpha,  the  professional  agricultural  education 
fraternity 

In  1924,  after  taking  his  bachelor's  degree, 
Mr.  Mitchell  began  teaching  vocational  agri- 
culture in  the  high  school  at  Sandoval,  Marion 
County.  He  remained  there  until  August, 
1925,  when  he  moved  to  Westfield,  in  Coles 
County.  He  taught  vocational  agriculture  at 
Westfield  for  eighteen  years.  In  August,  1943, 
Mr.  Mitchell  established  himself  at  Kansas, 
and  in  1950  was  in  his  seventh  year  as  teach- 
er of  vocational  agriculture  in  the  community 
high  school.  For  twenty  years  Mr.  Mitchell 
has  farmed  as  a  sideline  and  the  breeding  of 
purebred  Duroc  hogs  has  been  his  specialty. 

On  October  9,  1924,  at  West  Liberty,  Mr. 
Mitchell  married  Sadie  Elizabeth  Semple,  who 
was  a  teacher  in  the  Newton  public  schools 
before  her  marriage  and  who  is  now  active  in 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Wom- 
en's Federated  Club  at  Kansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mitchell  are  the  parents  of  four  children — 
Ronald  Gene  Mitchell;  Betty  Marie  Mitchell; 
James  Oran  Mitchell,  and  Jeanette,  now  Mrs. 
Ervin  L.  Duzan. 

Mr.  Mitchell's  reputation  in  the  livestock 
world  is  such  as  to  have  won  him  election  to 
the  office  of  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Illi- 
nois Duroc  Breeders  Association.  This  office 
he  held  from  1944  to  1947,  inclusive.  In  civic 
affairs  he  is  equally  prominent.  He  was  pres- 
ident of  the  Lions  Club  of  Westfield  for  two 
years  and  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Kansas  for 
two  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Westfield 
Lodge,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
from  1926  to  1943  and  is  at  present  a  member 
of  the  Kansas  Lodge.  He  has  been  through  all 
the  chairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  otherwise  active  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church  at  Kansas.  In  World  War  I  Mr. 
Mitchell  served  in  the  United  States  Army.  He 
is  five  feet  seven  inches  tall,  has  brown  hair 
and  blue  eyes  and  weighs  165  pounds.  He  is 
described  as  quick-tempered,  with  a  dry  wit, 
"always  ready  with  an  answer."  He  likes  fish- 


ing, hunting  and  travel  and  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  recognized  as  having  made  a  great  con- 
tribution to  agriculture  both  as  teacher  and 
practical  man. 

CAPTAIN  EDWARD  BAILEY 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Captain  Ed- 
ward Bailey  of  Champaign  a  newspaper  wrote 
of  him,  "His  death  removes  from  the  commu- 
nity one  of  its  oldest  and  best  known  resi- 
dents and  a  business  man  and  banker  of  state- 
wide repute.  Prominent  in  civic  and  com- 
munity activities  he  was  a  servant  of  the 
people  both  in  his  business  and  spare  time 
.  .  .  He  was  one  of  the  senior  bank  presidents 
of  Illinois."  A  founder  of  the  Champaign 
National  Bank,  Captain  Bailey  headed  that 
institution  for  forty-three  years,  and  only 
death  took  him  from  its  leadership.  A  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  War,  Captain  Bailey  was 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  other  veterans'  affairs  and 
in  every  phase,  of  community  life. 

Captain  Edward  Bailey  was  born  at  Bloom- 
field,  in  Edgar  County,  on  September  8,  1843, 
the  oldest  child  of  David  Bailey  and  Hannah 
Anne  (Finley)  Bailey.  His  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire  who  came  west  when 
travel  was  by  canal  boat  and  stage  coach. 
He  settled  in  Illinois  and  took  up  large  tracts 
of  land,  in  Douglas,  Piatt  and  Champaign 
Counties.  He  was  also  interested  in  cattle 
raising  and  was  a  merchant  and  banker.  The 
Baileys  lived  at  Bloomfield  for  twelve  years, 
and  then  moved  to  Monticello.  After  a  few 
months  at  that  place,  they  moved  to  Urbana 
in  1855  and  in  the  Spring-  of  1856  moved  to 
Champaign.  Captain  Bailey  was  then  twelve 
years  old.  He  attended  the  local  district 
schools  for  a  time  and  was  then  enrolled  in 
Atkinson  Academy  at  Atkinson,  New  Hamp- 
shire, where  he  was  a  student  for  eighteen 
months.  In  the  Fall  of  1860  he  entered 
Douglas  University  at  Chicago.  In  the  Spring 
of  1863  he  attended  business  college,  in  Chi- 
cago. At  intervening  times  he  worked  on  his 
father's   farm. 

Captain  Bailey  served  two  enlistments  in 
the  Union  Army.  He  first  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  67th  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  was  elected  first  lieutenant  by 
acclamation  and  was  commissioned  to  that 
rank  by  Governor  Richard  Yates.  He  was 
sent  with  his  company  to  Camp  Douglas  and 
served  under  Colonel  R.  M.  Huff.  Operations 
of  the  regiment  were  near  Vicksburg,  Missis- 
sippi.   After  eighteen  months  of  service  with 
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Company  K,  the  lieutenant  was  discharged 
at  Chicago.  Later  he  enlisted  with  Company 
B,  135th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  and  was 
commissioned  a  captain.  He  served  in  this 
capacity  for  six  months,  the  length  of  his  en- 
listment. His  company  was  the  guard  of  hon- 
or for  the  body  of  Lincoln's  famed  debating 
opponent,  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

On  March  17,  1868,  Captain  Bailey  mar- 
ried Josephine  Susan  Richards,  in  Champaign. 
She  had  come  westward  from  Maine  three 
years  earlier.  Three  children  were  born  to  the 
union — a  son,  Fred  S.  Bailey,  now  president 
of  the  Champaign  National  Bank,  and  two 
daughters,  Belle  J.  and  Agnes  Bailey. 

After  the  marriage  Captain  Bailey  and  his 
bride  lived  on  a  farm.  Later,  Captain  Bailey 
was  a  silent  partner  in  the  Richards  Brothers 
banking  business,  an  interest  he  eventually 
sold.  In  the  Fall  of  1879,  he,  W.  S.  Maxwell 
and  James  C.  Miller  organized  a  private  bank- 
ing company,  known  as  Bailey,  Maxwell  and 
Miller  Company.  In  1882  this  firm  became 
the  Champaign  National  Bank,  with  Captain 
Bailey  as  president.  This  was  the  post  he  oc- 
cupied when,  on  October  5,  1925,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two,  he  died  in  his  home  at  606  West 
Church    Street,    Champaign. 

Captain  Bailey  was  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  Post  in  Champaign;  of  the  Loyal  Legion; 
the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  held  the 
thirty-second  degree,  and  the  Champaign 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union  League.  He  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  it  has  been  said  that  he 
was  a  man  who  stood  by  his  convictions,  and 
had  the.  courage  to  stand  by  his  views,  wheth- 
er they  were  popular  at  the  time  or  not.  He 
is  remembered  in  Champaign  as  one  who  did 
much  for  the  community,  and  the  great  bank- 
ing institution  he  helped  found — one  of  the 
outstanding  contributors  to  the  prosperity  and 
welfare  of  that  community — will  always  stand 
a   monument   to   his   memory. 

FRED  S.  BAILEY 

One  of  the  old  families  of  Illinois  is  the 
Bailey  family,  which  has  made  an  extraordi- 
nary contribution  to  the  progress  and  growth 
of  the  region  of  which  the  Urbana-Champaign 
district  is  the  heart.  A  member  of  this  fam- 
ily who  has  done  his  share  to  substantiate  the 
family's  claim  of  outstanding  service  to  the 
State  is  Fred  S.  Bailey  of  Champaign,  the 
president  of  the  Champaign  National  Bank 
and  a  man  who  in  his  long  lifetime  has  served 


his  community  not  only  as  banker  but  also 
as  a  civic  worker. 

The  son  of  Captain  Edward  Bailey,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Champaign  National 
Bank,  Fred  S.  Bailey  was  born  in  Champaign 
on  April  19,  1871.  He  began  his  education 
in  Champaign's  elementary  schools  and  went 
on  to  high  school,  graduating  from  the  latter 
in  1889.  He  then  continued  his  studies  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  until  failing  health 
abliged  him  to  leave  school  and  the  State. 

For  a-  year  he  worked  in  Colorado  for  an 
uncle.  When  his  health  returned,  he  went 
back  to  Champaign  and  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Champaign  National  Bank  as  a  clerk. 
Step  by  step  he  rose  through  all  the  grades 
of  service  in  that  institution  until  he  became 
president,  and  that  office  he  has  held  for 
many  years. 

On  August  12,  1901,  Mr.  Bailey  married 
Mabel  Bennett,  a  native  of  Pontiac,  Illinois. 
Mrs.  Bailey  and  her  parents  had  moved  to 
Champaign  in  1892.  There  her  father  became 
agent  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railway.  Af- 
terwards, however,  he  entered  the  land  bus- 
iness in  Mississippi,  maintaining  his  resi- 
dence in  Champaign.  Mrs.  Bailey  and  both 
her  parents  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Bailey,,  whose  bank  is  at  13  Main 
Street,  Champaign,  has  long  been  an  active 
figure  in  the  community's  public  life.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Champaign  Lodge,  Be- 
nevolent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
in   politics   is   a    Republican. 

Member  of  a  family  with  great  traditions 
of  public  service  he  has  upheld  the  traditions 
through  his  own  activities  and  sincere  interest 
in  community  betterment. 

ACE  C.  PARRIS 

Champaign's  Postmaster — Ace  C.  Parris — 
is  known  throughout  Illinois.  He  has  made  a 
reputation  among  executives  in  the  United 
States  Post  Office  Department  for  the  work 
he  has  done  in  developing  the  mail  service  at 
Champaign  and  in  the  Champaign  area  he  is 
known  for  his  sei'vices  to  the  community  be- 
yond his  duties  as  Postmaster.  He  is  a  former 
newspaper  editor  and  the  operator  of  a  large 
printing  business. 

Postmaster  Parris  was  born  in  Rogers,  Ar- 
kansas, on  August  26,  1882,  the  son  of  Henry 
C.  and  Mary  E.  (Mapes)  Parris.  His  father 
was  also  a  native  of  Illinois,  his  mother  of 
New  York  State.  The  elder  Mr.  Parris  lived  for 
many  years  in  Arkansas,  and  it  was  during 
this  period  that  his  son  was  born.  Later,  how- 
ever,  he   took   his  family  to   Illinois  and  set- 
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tied  in  Homer,  another  Champaign  County 
community.  There  he  followed  his  trade  of 
carpenter  and  builder  until  his  death  in  1914. 

After  completing  his  education  in  Homer's 
public  schools,  Mr.  Parris  went  to  another 
part  of  the  county,  Ogden,  and  there  began 
his  career  as  a  printer.  After  a  time  he  moved 
to  Champaign,  and  there  too  he  followed  the 
printing  trade.  For  a  time  he  was  out  of 
Champaign,  at  Ivesdale,  where  he  worked  as 
a  country  editor.  Later  he  bought  and  opera- 
ted a  newspaper  at  Philo,  also  in  Champaign 
County. 

It  was  at  Philo  that  Mr.  Parris  met  the 
woman  who  later  became  his  wife — Margaret 
E.  Lowry,  a  native  of  Philo.  They  were  mar- 
ried on  October  1,  1906,  and  since  the  day  of 
their  marriage  they  have  resided  in  Cham- 
paign. Their  present  home  address  is  106% 
West  Columbia  Avenue.  Mrs.  Parris  is,  like 
her  husband,  active  in  affairs  in  Champaign, 
especially  in  the  Catholic  Church.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Women's  League. 

Having  moved  to  Champaign  on  the  day  of 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Parris  became  associated 
with  the  Champaign  News.  Afterward,  he  went 
into  the  job  printing  business  in  that  city,  and 
eventually  he  became  president  of  the  Twin 
City  Printing  Company.  Through  the  years 
he  was  working  as  a  newspaperman  and 
building  and  operating  his  printing  business 
Mr.  Parris  was  also  participating  in  all  the 
major  programs  of  the  community,  aiding 
every  effort  to  advance  its  progress.  His  civic 
interest  was  recognized  when,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Congressman  D.  C.  Dobbins, 
President  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  appoint- 
ed him  to  the  office  of  Postmaster  of  Cham- 
paign. His  appointment  occurred  on  April  1, 
1935,  and  he  has  held  the  office  with  dis- 
tinction and  success  ever  since. 

Postmaster  Parris  is  a  member  of  the  Nat- 
ional Postmasters  Association  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Postal  Clerks  and  City  Letter 
Carriers  Associations.  In  addition,  he  is  active 
in  the  Champaign  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks;  the  Champaign  Council, 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  Champaign 
Lodge,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat. Fishing  is  among  his  favorite  sports,  but 
another  favorite  is  poker,  for  he  enjoys  a  good 
game  with  his  friends  at  the  club. 

The  postmaster  is  a  popular  figure  in  Cham- 
paign. 

CARREL  WESLEY  FLEWELLING,  D.D. 

Throughout  the  Christian  Church  in  the 
United    States,    the    name    of    the    Reverend 


Doctor  Carrel  Wesley  Flewelling  of  Decatur 
has  long  stood  for  aggressive,  enlightened 
spiritual  Leadership.  Formerly  minister  of 
Christian  Churches  in  Ohio  and  New  York 
State,  Dr.  Flewelling  has  been  minister  of 
the  Central  Christian  Church  of  Decatur  since 
192  7.  He  has  served  church  organizations  in 
important  official  capacities  and  has  also 
made  himself  an  influential  figure  in  civic 
affairs. 

Dr.  Flewelling  was  born  in  Eau  Claire, 
Michigan,  on  September  22,  1887.  His  father, 
William  Lawrence  Flewelling,  a  farmer  born 
near  Dowagiac,  Michigan,  was  the  son  of  John 
Wesley  Flewelling,  a  native  of  the  Marion, 
Ohio,  area,  who  at  the  age  of  four  (in  1831), 
was  taken  to  lower  Michigan  and  thus  be- 
came a  pioneer  there.  Also  born  near  Dowag- 
iac was  Dr.  Flewelling's  mother,  Margaret 
Lucretia  (Carrel)  Flewelling.  Her  father, 
Thomas  Carrel,  also  pioneered  in  Michigan, 
coming  from  Rutland,  Vermont;  her  mother 
was  a  native  of  New  York  State.  The  future 
minister  was  graduated  from  Dowagiac  High 
School  in  1905.  Four  years  later  he  took  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  at  Kalamazoo 
College  and  in  the  same  year  was  awarded 
the  same  degree  by  the  University  of  Chicago. 
In  1913,  he  was  granted  the  Master  of  Arts 
degree  at  Hiram  College.  In  194  7,  James  Mil- 
likin  University,  Decatur,  bestowed  upon  him 
the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  in 
recognition  of  a  distinguished  career  in  the 
service  of  God  and  man.  At  Kalamazoo  Dr. 
Flewelling  was  a  member  of  the  Century 
Forum  Literary  Society,  at  Hiram  of  the 
Delphic  Literary  Society. 

From  1909  to  1911  he  taught  sciences  in 
the  Ionia,  Michigan,  High  School.  Then,  in 
the  next  fifteen  years,  he  held  the  following 
ministerial  posts  in  Christian  Churches:  Wil- 
loughby,  Ohio,  1911-1913;  Ashtabula,  Ohio, 
1913-1917;  Collinwood  Christian  Church, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  1917-1920;  WelLsville,  New 
York,  1920-1925.  From  September,  1925,  to 
June,  1927,  he  was  promotional  secretary  for 
the  United  Christian  Missionary  Society,  the 
headquarters  of  which  were  then  in  St.  Louis 
and  are  now  in  Indianapolis.  In  192  7  Dr. 
Flewelling  was  called  to  the  pulpit  of  the 
Central  Christian  Church,  Decatur,  and  here 
he  has  since  remained.  In  the  course  of  the 
years,  under  his  leadership,  the  church  mem- 
bership grew  rapidly;  by  1950,  the  rolls  had 
swelled  from  about  1,000  to  1,600,  and  in  that 
year  the  congregation  was  preparing  to  build 
a   $400,000   edifice. 

In  the  year  Dr.  Flewelling  was  completing 
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his  first  biennium  as  a  minister — on  June  21, 
1913 — he  married,  at  Kalamazoo,  Winifred 
Hutchins,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lydia 
(Palferman)  Hutchins,  who  after  their  mar- 
riage came  to  America  from  England.  Mrs. 
Flewelling,  a  talented  pianist,  is  a  graduate 
of  Kalamazoo  High  School  and  a  former  stu- 
dent of  Western  State  Normal,  Kalamazoo, 
and  Detroit  Conservatory  of  Music.  The  Flew- 
ellings  have  two  children — Philip  Hutchins 
Flewelling,  who  married  Pauline  Odle  of 
Hoopeston,  Illinois,  and  is  the  father  of  Marg- 
aret Anne  and  William  Carrel  Flewelling; 
and  Margaret  Elaine  Flewelling.  The  family 
home  is  at  316  South  Westlawn  Avenue,  De- 
catur. 

Dr.  Flewelling,  for  nine  years  a  member  of 
the  United  Christian  Missionary  Society  board 
of  trustees,  has  been  on  the  board  of  the  Illi- 
nois Christian  Missionary  Society  since  1928 
and  of  the  Decatur  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  since  1931.  He  is  also  on  the 
Commission  of  Budgets  and  Promotional  Re- 
lationships of  the  Brotherhood  of  the  Disciples 
of  Christ.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the 
Decatur  Kiwanis  Club  and  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Kiawanis  International,  and  has  been 
president  and  director  of  the  Social  Welfare 
Board  of  Decatur.  He  is  active  in  various 
Masonic  bodies,  in  the  Decatur  Club  and  other 
organizations.  He  has  become  a  beloved  figure 
in  the  church  and  community. 

HON.  RICHARD  EARL  ELLISON 

Even  as  far  back  as  his  high  school  days 
Richard  Earl  Ellison  of  Decatur  demonstrated 
powers  of  leadership.  Through  the  years  he 
was  in  the  merchandising  and  manufacturing 
fields,  he  continued  the  demonstration.  To- 
day, he  is  giving  leadership  to  the  City  of  De- 
catur in  many  ways,  chiefly  as  Postmaster. 
This  leadership  extends  to  civic  activities  of 
every  type  and  even  to  the  "Booster  Day" 
drive  on  behalf  of  baseball  for  the  commun- 
ity. He  is  an  outstanding  layman  in  the 
Catholic  Church.  A  veteran  of  World  War  II, 
he  is  also  active  in  veterans'  and  military  af- 
fairs and  is  an  officer  in  the  United  States 
Navy  Reserve. 

Mr.  Ellison  was  born  at  Kenosha,  Wis- 
consin, on  February  9,  1918.  His  father,  Ed- 
ward Ellison,  born  in  Streator,  Illinois,  in 
1886,  now  resides  in  Kenosha.  The  mother 
is  Anna  (Krebs)  Ellison,  daughter  of  Anthony 
and  Mary  Krebs  of  Kenosha.  The  future  Post- 
master of  Decatur  began  his  education  in  St. 
Elizabeth's  Parochial  School,  Milwaukee, 
transferring   to   St.   James   Parochial   School, 


Kenosha.  In  1935,  he  was  graduated  from 
the  Mary  D.  Bradford  High  School,  Kenosha, 
and  then  spent  four  years  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  where  he  majored  in 
industrial  relations  and  where,  in  1942,  he 
took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy. 
He  took  work  toward  a  Master's  degree  in 
1945-46  at  the  University  of  Illinois.  In  his 
high  school  days,  Postmaster  Ellison  was  on 
the  debating  and  oratorical  teams,  was  a 
member  of  the  National  Forensic  League, 
sports  editor  of  the  school  paper  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Quill  and  Scroll  Club.  At  college, 
he  was  on  the  varsity  baseball  team  three 
years,  after  one  year  on  the  freshman  team, 
and  was  pledged  to  Theta  Delta  Chi  and 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  Fraternities.  Between  high 
school  and  college,  Mr.  Ellison  held  the  re- 
sponsible post  of  department  manager  for  the 
J.  C.  Penney  Company  at  Kenosha.  This  was 
1936  to  1938.  After  obtaining  his  Bachelor's 
degree,  he  became  associated  with  the  A.  E. 
Staley  Manufacturing  Company  at  Decatur 
and  when  he  left  about  seven  years  later,  in 
April,  1949,  he  was  assistant  to  the  personnel 
director.  In  those  seven  years,  Mr.  Ellison  had 
become  an  outstanding  citizen  of  Decatur  and 
in  recognition  of  his  value  to  the  community 
he  was  appointed  to  his  present  office  as  Post- 
master on  April' 1,   1949. 

Postmaster  Ellison  married  Kathryn  R. 
Seibert  of  Decatur,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Alma 
Prescott  and  the  late  Karl  Seibert  and  grand- 
daughter of  the  late  James  William  Carter 
of  Decatur,  in  the  Holy  Name  Cathedral,  Chi- 
cago, on  July  1,  1943.  They  have  two  child- 
ren— Jacqueline  Anne,  born  January  7,  194  6, 
and  Kathy  Lee,  born  September  15,  1949. 
The  family  resides  at  915  Moore  Street  and 
worship  in  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  Church,  De- 
catur, where  Mr.  Ellison  is  a  member  of  the 
Parish  Club. 

Mr.  Ellison,  probably  the  youngest  man  to 
hold  Postmastership  of  a  first  class  post  of- 
fice of  the  size  of  Decatur,  is  Macon  County 
director  of  the  Illinois  Chapter,  National  As- 
sociation of  Postmasters.  In  1948  and  1949, 
Mr.  Ellison,  himself  a  "southpaw"  in  very  re- 
spect, was  Booster  Day  chairman  for  Decatur 
Baseball.  He  is  on  the  board  of  the  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a  member  of  the 
senior  chamber,  of  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Fel- 
lows Club,  and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation. In  World  War  II  he  was  communi- 
cation officer  aboard  the  U.  S.  S.  Guadalcanal, 
which  participated  in  the  capture  of  a  Nazi 
submarine,  the  only  enemy  "man  of  war"  cap- 
tured on  the  high  seas  by  the  American  Navy 


ILLINOIS         EDITION 


217 


since  1815.  He  is  now  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Reserve.  Macon  County  counts  him  among 
its  most  valuable  citizens. 

HONORABLE  WILLIAM  A.  STEIGER 

With  the  Springfield  Post  Office  since  1911, 
except  for  a  short  period  when  he  was  absent 
in  Florida  for  his  health,  the  Honorable  Wil- 
liam A.  Steiger  is  now  Springfield's  Acting 
Postmaster.  In  this  office  he  is  extending 
the  reputation  he  made  through  the  years  as 
he  occupied  one  responsible  position  after  an- 
other in  the  post  office.  He  is  one  of  Spring- 
field's hardest-working  citizens,  and  a  con- 
tributor to   civic  progress. 

Postmaster  Steiger  was  born  in  New  York 
City  on  September  1,  1891,  the  son  of  Charles 
F.  and  Christina  E.  Steiger,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Germany.  The  father,  a  meat 
shop  proprietor,  at  one  time  had  as  many  as 
twelve  markets.  His  wife,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  as  a  young  girl,  met  and  was 
married  to  him  in  Springfield.  The  future 
acting  postmaster  of  Springfield  was  educated 
in  grade  and  high  schools  at  Springfield,  and 
in  the  Illinois  Business  College  there.  For 
seven  years  he  also  studied  at  the  Springfield 
College  of  Music,  with  the  plan  of  becoming 
a  singer. 

Mr.  Steiger  was  first  employed  by  the  San- 
gamo  Electric  Company  in  its  enameling  de- 
partment. After  two  years,  1909-1911,  with 
this  concern,  he  entered  the  Springfield  Post 
Office.  In  the  beginning  he  was  assigned  to 
the  mailing  division.  Then  he  was  transferred 
to  the  inquiry  department,  then  to  the  general 
department.  Eventually,  he  was  assigned  to 
special  air  mail  assignments  and  in  this  ca- 
pacity had  charge  of  the  largest  single  air- 
mail shipment  in  the  world  and  took  his  first 
flight  with  Charles  A.  Lindberg.  When  he  left 
the  airmail  division,  he  became  bookkeeper 
and  Civil  Service  secretary  in  the  Post  Office 
and  afterward  was  money  order  cashier.  After 
he  had  held  this  last  office  for  a  time,  Mr. 
Steiger  became  so  ill  that  he  was  forced  to 
retire  and  go  to  Florida.  There  he  remained 
eighteen  months.  He  was  recalled  to  accept 
appointment  as  Acting  Postmaster  of  Spring- 
field, and  on  April  1,  1949,  he  assumed  this 
office. 

Mr.  Steiger  married  Lillian  E.  Adams  of 
Springfield  in  that  city  in  July,  1911.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them.  The  first,  Anna 
E.  Steiger,  born  on  April  8,  1912,  died  on 
June  8,  1942.  The  other  children  are  William 
A.  Steiger,  Jr.,  born  on  August  2,  1914,  who 
married  Evelyn   Margaret   Greslie  and  is  the 


father  of  three  children,  Sharon  Suzanne, 
born  May  31,  1946,  William  A.,  Ill,  born  De- 
cember 8,  1947,  ^nd  Stephanie  Anne,  born 
August  10,  1949;  and  John  Charles  Steiger, 
born  on  February  15,  1923,  who  married  Ellen 
Lorene  Lock  on  October  19,  1947.  Mr.  Steiger 
is  a  member  of  the  Grace  Lutheran  Church, 
Springfield,  111.,  and  the  family  attends  the 
Third   Presbyterian   Church. 

The  Acting  Postmaster  has  been  a  member 
of  the  National  Federation  of  Post  Office 
Clerks  since  1925  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Postmasters.  He  is 
general  chairman  of  the  inter-department 
group  insurance  pay  roll  savings  plan  of  group 
five  and  is  one  of  those  who  promotes  the 
purchase  by  postal  employees  of  Government 
bonds.  He  is  a  former  president  of  the  Lincoln 
Home  Collectors  Club  and  member  in  the  Ma- 
sonic order.  His  hobbies  include  the  collection 
of  airmail  stamps  and  envelopes,  coins  and 
autographs.  His  administration  of  the  post 
office  has  done  much  to  accelerate  the  flow 
of  business  in  Springfield,  and  his  civic  activ- 
ities have  contributed  to  cultural  develop- 
ments. 

JOHN  CHRISTIAN  DALLENBACH,  M.D. 

The  extent  of  the  leadership  of  Dr.  John 
Christian  Dallenbach  of  Champaign  among 
medical  men  in  Central  Illinois  may  be  meas- 
ured somewhat  by  the  fact  that  twice  in  the 
nearly  three  decades  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Champaign  County  Medical  Society 
he  has  been  president  of  that  organization. 
Other  factors  pointing  to  his  leadership  are 
his  record  as  president  of  the  staff  of  Burn- 
ham  City  Hospital  and  as  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  Champaign  County  Hospital.  Out- 
side the  medical  world  he  has  been  president 
of  the  Champaign  City  Board  of  Education 
and  a  member  of  the  United  States  Selective 
Service  System  for  Champaign  County.  The 
first  physician  from  Champaign  County  called 
to  active  duty  in  World  War  I,  he  not  only 
served  as  a  medical  officer  in  that  conflict 
but  has  since  then  been,  first,  a  Colonel  and, 
then,  Honorary  Colonel,  in  the  Medical  Re- 
serve. He  is  active  in  all  phases  of  health 
and  welfare  work  and  in  civic  life  at  Cham- 
paign— and,  on  the  lighter  side,  has  the  tra- 
ditional appearance  of  a  doctor,  for  he  has 
worn  a  Van  Dyke  beard  since  his  graduation 
from   medical   school. 

Dr.  Dallenbach  was  born  in  Champaign  on 
December  22,  1881,  the  son  of  John  Jacob  and 
Anna  Caroline  (Mittendorf)  Dallenbach.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Ripley,  Ohio,  and  was 
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the  son  of  John  Dallenbach,  who  left  Ohio 
in  1856  and,  establishing  himself  and  family 
in  what  was  then  called  West  Urbana  and 
is  now  part  of  Champaign,  opened  a  meat 
market.  The  son,  who  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Champaign,  was  also  in  the  meat 
market  business  there  from  1877  to  1917. 
Anna  Caroline  Dallenbach  was  the  daughter 
of  Christian  and  Hanna  (Schreiber)  Mitten- 
dorf. 

Dr.  Dallenbach  received  his  early  education 
in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Cham- 
paign. From  1899  to  1902  he  was  a  pre- 
medical  student  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
and  in  1906  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  at  the  university.  That  same  year  he 
was  awarded  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  Phila- 
delphia. In  the  immediate  year  that  followed 
Dr.  Dallenbach  was  an  intern  at  the  Methodist 
Hospital  in  Philadelphia.  At  college  he  had 
been  elected  to  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  and  Alpha 
Kappa  Kappa  Fraternities. 

From  1908  to  1911  Dr.  Dallenbach  prac- 
ticed his  profession  at  Seattle,  Washington. 
Since  1912  he  has  been  in  practice  in  Cham- 
paign, where  he  now  maintains  an  office  at. 
421   Illinois   Building,   113   North  Neil  Street. 

In  the  days  when  he  was  still  an  intern,  Dr. 
Dallenbach  went  to  New  York  City  and  on 
November  17,  1907,  married  Reba  Burr  Bryan 
of  Philadalphia,  Pennsylvania.  They  have 
three  children — Elita,  now  Mrs.  Homer  Dre- 
mann  and  the  mother  of  Homer,  Diane  and 
Daniel  Dremann;  Jay  Christian  Dallenbach, 
and  Rosana  Carolyn,  now  Mrs.  Howard  Ran- 
dall. Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dallenbach  reside  at  1018 
West  Church  Street,  Champaign,  and  are  ac- 
tive in  social  life  of  that  city. 

Dr.  Dallenbach's  professional,  organiza- 
tional, civic  and  military  history  is  of  dis- 
tinguished character.  To  describe  the  mili- 
tary first:  he  was  commissioned  a  First  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  United  States  Army  Medical 
Corps  on  March  13,  1916.  He  went  on  active 
duty  June  1,  1917,  and  was  commissioned  a 
Captain  in  August,  1917.  He  was  promoted  to 
Major  in  the  following  February,  and  became 
Surgeon  of  the  332nd  Field  Artillery  with 
which  he  served  from  September,  1917,  to 
March,  1919.  In  1924  he  was  commissioned 
a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Medical  Reserve 
and  from  1926  to  1946  he  was  a  Colonel. 
Since  1948  he  has  been  an  Honorary  Colonel. 

Dr.  Dallenbach  was  president  of  the  Illi- 
nois Department  of  the  Reserve  Officers  As- 
sociation from  1934  to  1935.  He  was  National 
Surgeon  of  the  association  in  1938-1939  and 


president  of  the  Sixth  Corps  Area  Reserve 
Officers  Association  in  1941-1942.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Association  of  Military  Surg- 
eons and  the  American  Military  Institute. 

In  his  civilian  professional  career,  Dr  Dal- 
lenbach has  been  on  the  staff  of  Burnham 
City  Hospital  since  1913  and  was  the  staff 
president  from  1944  to  1946.  He  was  on  the 
staff  of  Champaign  County  Hospital  from 
1931  to  1945.  A  member  of  the  Champaign 
County  Medical  Society  since  1912,  he  was 
president  in  1921  and  again  in  1949.  From 
1934  to  1943  he  was  president  of  the  Cham- 
paign Board  of  Education  and  from  1940  to 
1946  he  was  a  member  of  the  Selective  Serv- 
ice System.  Aside  from  the  organizations 
mentioned,  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion;  the  40  and  8;  the  Military  Order 
of  the  World  War;  the  Champaign  Country 
Club;  the  Masonic  order,  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Champaign  and  the  Champaign  Lodge,  Benev- 
olent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  was 
president  of  the  Illinois  Elks  Association  in 
1931-1932.  He  has  been  on  the  board  of  the 
Salvation  Army  of  Champaign  since  19  40. 
He  is  a  Republican.  Fishing  is  his  favorite 
recreation  and  taking  motion  pictures  his 
hobby. 

A  distinguished  figure  physically  and  pro- 
fessionally, Dr.  Dallenbach  has  won  the  af- 
fection   of    thousands. 

ROY  L.  ADRIAN 

In  Coles  County,  Roy  L.  Adrian  of  Mat- 
toon  is  perhaps  best  known  as  an  auctioneer. 
But  Mr.  Adrian  was  also  active  as  the  oper- 
ator of  the  Adrian  Cape  Cod  Restaurant  in 
Mattoon  and  as  an  automobile  dealer,  being 
a  partner  in  Adrian-Ball  Motors,  a  Mattoon 
firm  holding  the  franchise  for  the  Willys- 
Overland  make  of  automobiles  in  Coles  Coun- 
ty. Mr.  Adrian  is  interested  in  civic  and  re- 
ligious affairs  in  the  city  and  county,  and  is 
popular  in  all  sections  of  the  county. 

He  was  born  in  Coles  County  on  July  28, 
1916,  one  of  the  four  children  of  James  Roy 
and  Viola  (Cox)  Adrian.  His  father,  also  a 
native  of  Coles  County,  was  also  an  auction- 
eer, but  in  addition  operated  as  a  farmer 
and  worked  as  a  mail  carrier  out  of  the  Mat- 
toon Post  Office.  He  died  on  October  1, 
1933,  and  now  lies  at  rest  in  Dodge  Grove 
Cemetery,  Mattoon.  Viola  Cox  Adrian,  who 
is  another  native  of  Coles  County,  survives 
her  husband. 

Roy  L.  Adrian  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Coles  County.  Years  after  he  had 
begun  his  business  career  and  had  decided  to 
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concentrate  on  auctioneering,  he  went  to  the 
Reppert  School  of  Auctioneering  at  Decatur, 
Indiana,  from  which  he  was  graduated  on 
December  22,   1945. 

Mr.  Adrian's  career  really  began  when,  as 
a  boy,  he  went  to  work  for  his  father  on  the 
farm  in  Coles  County.  He  was  first  in  the 
restaurant  business  at  15  Wabash  Avenue, 
Mattoon,  but  gave  up  this  enterprise.  In 
1941,  he  reentered  the  field  and  established 
the  popular  eating  institution  known  today  as 
the  Adrian  Cape  Cod  Restaurant  which  he 
sold  in  September,  1947.  In  World  War  II, 
he  served  for  a  year  with  the  armed  forces 
and  then  returned  to  build  up  his  business 
interests.  The  Adrian  Cape  Cod  Restaurant 
has  achieved  much  of  its  popularity  through 
its  excellent  drive-in  facilities  and  curb  serv- 
ice. Mr.  Adrian  has  been  active  as  an  auc- 
tioneer since  1941,  but  especially  so  since  he 
completed  the  auctioneering  course  at  Deca- 
tur in  1945.  This  activity  takes  most  of  his 
time  these  days,  with  others  looking  after  his 
other  business  interests.  He  and  Sam  Ball  of 
Mattoon  organized  Adrian-Ball  Motors,  the 
Willys-Overland  dealers  for  Coles  County,  in 
1945.  Their  plant  is  located  at  1213  North 
Eleventh  Street,  Mattoon. 

On  July  28,  1940,  Mr.  Adrian  married  Irma 
B.  Haage  of  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  on  June 
25,  1941,  a  daughter,  Gerry  L.  Adrian,  was 
born  to  them.  Their  home  is  at  2304  Prairie 
Avenue,  Mattoon,  and  they  worship  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mattoon. 

Mr.  Adrian  is  active  in  the  Republican  Par- 
ty and  the  Illinois  State  Auctioneers  Associa- 
tion. Through  his  various  business,  civic  and 
social  interests  he  is  helping  stimulate  the 
growth,  progress  and  prosperity  of  his  entire 
region. 

VAL  STOTLAR 

In  the  automobile  industry  since  the  period 
preceding  World  War  I,  Val  Stotlar  of  Du- 
Quoin  has  had  the  Dodge  franchise  in  that 
city  for  more  than  three  decades  and  has  been 
associated  with  both  the  original  Dodge  Broth- 
ers and  the  Chrysler  Corporations.  He  is 
president  of  Val  Stotlar,  Inc.,  the  Dodge  deal- 
er in  DuQuoin,  and  is  also  financially  inter- 
ested in  The  Stotlar  Motors,  Inc.,  Dodge  and 
Plymouth  dealers  at  Benton,  and  the  Stotlar- 
Allen  Motor  Company,  Dodge  dealers  at  West 
Frankfort.  His  civic  activities  are  legion  and 
he  is  known  in  DuQuoin  as  a  skillful  bowler. 

Val  Stotlar  was  born  in  Herrin,  Williamson 
County,  on  November  12,  1894,  the  son  of 
James  L.  and  Alice  (Cox)  Stotlar.    His  father, 


a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  for  many  years 
a  farmer  in  Williamson  County.  His  mother 
was  born  in  Illinois.  Val  Stotlar  was  born 
seventh  among  nine  children.  The  others  in- 
cluded Maude;  Fred  and  Harry,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased;  Leon,  Lelle,  Kent,  Bob  and 
Inez  Stotlar. 

Mr.  Stotlar  attended  the  elementary  and 
high  schools  of  Herrin,  graduating  from  high 
school,  where  he  played  baseball  and  basket- 
ball, in  1912.  He  completed  his  education  at 
Brown's  Business  College  at  Marion,  in  the 
same  county.  He  then  went  to  work  for  the 
Egyptian  Powder  Company,  with  which  he  re- 
mained three  years,  with  the  responsibilities  of 
office  manager,  bookkeeper  and  payroll  clerk. 
Eager  to  enter  the  developing  automobile  bus- 
iness, he  went  to  Detroit  from  the  Egyptian 
Powder  Company  and  took  the  four-months' 
training  course  offered  to  prospective  sales- 
men by  Dodge  Brothers.  Soon  afterward,  the 
United  States  declared  war  on  the  Central 
Powers  in  Europe  and  Mr.  Stotlar  went  into 
the  Army.  His  training  course  came  in  handy 
to  the  nation's  World  War  I  war  effort,  and 
he  was  assigned  to  the  motor  corps  as  a  sup- 
ply clerk  and  parts  man,  and  this  work  he 
performed  for  the  Army  until  his  honorable 
discharge  in  1919.  He  then  returned  to  his 
native  Southern  Illinois  and  in  the  same  year 
established  Val  Stotlar,  Inc.,  the  Dodge  agen- 
cy of  which  he  is  still  president,  and  he  is 
still  operating  on  the  franchise  he  obtained 
after  completing  his  course  in  1917.  With  the 
Dodge  cars  he  handles  is  paired  the  Plymouth. 
His  DuQuoin  establishment  is  modern  and 
operating  with  complete  shop  equipment.  The 
business  has  grown  from  the  tin  shed  with 
dirt  floor — a  converted  livery  stable — into  its 
present  up-to-date  quarters  with  a  tremendous 
volume  of  sales.  Mr.  Stotlar  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Dodge-Plymouth  agency  at 
Benton,  Stotlar  Motors,  Inc.,  and  a  large 
stockholder  in  the  Stotlar-Allen  Motor  Com- 
pany, Dodge-Plymouth  dealers  at  West  Frank- 
fort. 

He  married  Pauline  Wiehm,  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wiehm  of  DuQuoin, 
and  both  are  active  in  the  social,  civic  and 
cultural  life  of  the  community.  Mr.  Stotlar 
is  former  chairman  of  the  Elks  Cuntry  Club 
and,  bowling  being  his  favorite  sport  and 
greatest  recreational  skill,  he  is  president  of 
the  DuQuoin  City  Bowling  League.  He  is  ac- 
tive in  the  Illinois  Automobile  Dealers  Asso- 
ciation, the  National  Automobile  Dealers  As- 
sociation, the  DuQuoin  Lodge  of  the.  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  in  Re- 
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publican  circles.  His  pioneering  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  automobile  have  done  much  to 
popularize  that  vehicle  in  Southern  Illinois 
and  thus  to  bring  progress  to  the  region. 

ST.  PATRICK'S  CHURCH 
DECATUR,  ILLINOIS 

To  the  reader  there  must  necessarily  be 
discovered  a  monotonous  sameness  in  the  va- 
rious histories  unfolded  in  this  book,  all  carry- 
ing the  salient  items  of  early  arrivals,  occa- 
sional visits  by  pioneer  priests,  building  of 
church  and  subsequent  growth.  In  spite  of 
difference  of  localities,  the  factual  chronicle 
will  repeat  itself,  the  motive  of  upbuilding 
does  not  greatly  differ  from  region  to  region, 
the  impulses  that  are  valid  for  one  parish  are 
valid  for  another.  Still  a  variety  is  not  in- 
distinguishable. As  no  two  faces  are  exactly 
alike  so  no  two  parishes  are  exactly  the  same; 
one  is  not  a  duplicate  of  the  other;  each  is 
differentiated  from  the  other  by  the  limita- 
tions of  its  respective  locality;  each  story  of 
battle  and  partial  victory  preserving  its  note 
of   local    coloring. 

The  first  Catholics  in  Macon  County 
brought  with  them  the  valuable  assets  of  Cel- 
tic blood.  They  were  a  handful  of  exiles, 
sorrow  laden,  fleeing  from  a  persecuting  Prot- 
estant government,  that  had  linked  nature 
with  itself  for  the  extinction  of  a  noble  and 
ancient  race.  Their  possessions  were  strong 
arms,  love  of  that  sweet  thing  called  liberty 
and  the  gift  of  immemorial  Catholic  Faith. 
Ecclesiastically  the  beginnings  were  mark- 
ed by  humility  and  lowliness,  the  tiny  mus- 
tard seed  took  root  and  has  in  the  past  seventy 
years  grown  into  a  not  inconspicuous  tree.  Not 
without  suffering  and  self-denial,  if  not  with 
the  confession  of  blood,  they  have  made  the 
confession  of  labor  and  privations.  They  came 
from  a  land  "Where  every  inch  of  the  soil 
is  drenched  with  the  blood  of  its  Martyrs" 
and  they  faithfully  handed  these  traditions 
down  to  their  children  and  these  are  today 
the  proud  inheritances  of  their  grandchildren. 
In  July,  1853,  Father  Prendergast  held  the 
first  Catholic  services  known  to  have  been 
celebrated  in  Decatur,  at  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Marvin  on  West  Main  Street,  and  then  and 
there  baptized  the  first  child,  Mary  Phalin. 
His  pastorate  lasted  one  year  and  in  1854 
Father  Cusack  took  up  the  work  and  con- 
ducted it  with  zeal  and  success.  During  his 
incumbency,  the  first  church  was  built  on 
West  Prairie   St.     He  remained  until   1859. 

The   next  pastor  was  Father  Anton   Vogt 


and  his  tenure  of  office  came  to  a  close  in 
1870.  In  a  short  time  he  imparted  some  of 
his  energy  to  the  growing  flock  and  in  1863 
replaced  the  frame  structure  which  inade- 
quately served  as  a  church,  by  a  more  pre- 
tentious building  of  brick,  the  cornerstone  of 
which  was  laid  on  March  17,  and  the  dedica- 
tion followed  in   1864. 

His  successor  was  Father  Richard  Walsh, 
who  remained  for  three  years;  his  activities 
were  somewhat  circumscribed  by  illness  and 
at  his  resignation  in  1873  the  bishop  appoint- 
ed Father  Timothy  Hickey.  His  administra- 
tion continued  until  1876.  In  this  short  time 
his  lovable  characteristics  made  him  the  ideal, 
"Soggarth  Aroon."  He  took  a  very  strong- 
stand  on  the  Temperance  question,  which  at 
that  time  was  being  very  keenly  and  often 
bitterly  discussed.  He  founded  a  Temperance 
Society  and  went  on  the  public  platform  as  a 
determined  foe  of  the  saloon.  After  his  re- 
moval to  Jacksonville  in  1876  the  people  were 
fortunate  in  having  Father  Mackin  for  pas- 
tor, who  remained  with  them  until  his  la- 
mented death  in  1898.  During  his  pastorate 
the  present  parsonage  was  purchased,  but  due 
to  the  protracted  sickness  of  the  good  Father 
(his  health  for  the  last  six  years  of  his  life 
being  very  precarious)  the  purchase  price  was 
not  secured  arid  a  burdensome  debt  was  the 
legacy  left  to  his  successor. 

In  1898  the  present  pastor  was  called  to 
shepherd  a  faithful  but  discouraged  people. 
After  some  years  of  very  distasteful  and  plod- 
ding efforts,  the  debt  was  finally  lifted  and 
for  the  first  time  in  its  history  St.  Patrick's 
congregation  sent  up,  without  a  dissenting 
voice,  but  with  loud  acclaim,  a  joyous  Deo 
Gratias  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts. 

Now  the  congregation  deserved  a  breathing 
spell,  but  their  desire  for  rest  was  rudely 
disturbed  by  a  letter  from  Bishop  Ryan  to  the 
pastor,  to  erect  a  "New  Church  (the  old  one 
had  been  enlarged  and  renovated)  large 
enough  to  seat  one  thousand  people  and  built 
of  Bedford  stone."  It  was  to  be  a  "thing  of 
beauty  and  a  joy  forever" — an  elegant  and 
faultness  edifice.  The  order  at  first  was  con- 
sidered an  apocalyptic  dream,  on  the  Bishop's 
part,  but  episcopal  visions  have  sometimes  the 
secret  of  realization. 

By  this  time  the  pastor,  having  tested  the 
mettle  of  his  people,  girded  himself  for  the 
new  work.  As  the  plans  unfolded  he  found 
that  their  spirit  chafed  within  them  until  they 
could  realize  the  dream  of  their  Bishop.  They 
kept  as  a  text  for  meditation   "Neither  will 
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I  offer  burnt  offerings  to  the  Lord  which 
cost  me  nothing." 

The  style  selected  for  the  new  church  was 
Gothic  "endowed"  in  the  words  of  Newman 
"with  a  profound  and  commanding  beauty 
which  probably  the  Church  will  not  see  sur- 
passed until  it  attains  to  the  Celestial  City." 

The  building  was  dedicated  November  1909, 
by  Bishop  James  Ryan.  Rev.  William  Robi- 
son,  S.J.  delivered  the  sermon,  morning  and 
evening.  The  structure  is  considered  the  fin- 
est in  the  state  outside  of  Chicago,  and  during 
the  summer  months  is  the  show  place  for 
travelers  within  a  radius  of  one  hundred  fifty 
miles.  Its  lines  are  harmonious,  intellectual, 
peaceful  and  devotional.  In  fact  architect  and 
pastor  builder  "better  than  they  knew  as  the 
conscious  stone  to  beauty  grew".  Why  should 
we  not  here  mention  the  name  of  the  archi- 
tect, one  of  the  best  in  the  country,  George 
Staudahar,   Rock   Island,   Illinois. 

Some  three  years  ago  the  entire  interior 
was  renovated  at  the  cost  of  $23,000.  In  1912 
a  new  school  was  built  at  the  cost  of  $32,000. 

In  closing  the  fragmentary  sketch,  it  should 
be  added  that  this  congregation  was  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition  until  1925,  when  it  was  sub- 
jected to  a  very  serious  condition,  losing  by 
excision  a  third  portion  of  its  body.  As  a 
result  it  will  take  several  years  before  the 
recovery  of  its  former  vigor  and  usefulness. 
The  educational  activities  of  the  parish  have 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  Ursulines  since  1873. 
The  parish  is  very  deeply  indebted  to  this 
Order  of  Sisters  for  the  preservation  and  fos- 
tering of  its  Faith.  Their  work  as  far  as  their 
humility  allows  them  to  unveil  it,  will  be 
read  on  another  page.  "Our  thanks  are  reg- 
istered, where  every  day,  we  turn  the  leaf  to 
read  them".  And  not  only  have  they  culti- 
vated the  religious  spirit  but  they  have  im- 
planted in  their  pupils  the  true  principles  of 
patriotism. 

Christianity  and  war  have  walked  together 
down  through  the  centuries;  nothing  sacred, 
nothing  precious,  would  have  survived  had  not 
men  fought  for  their  wives,  their  children 
and  their  national  life.  And  while  men  slay, 
men  must  give  up  their  lives — sacrifice  unto 
death. 

St.  Patrick's  response  to  that  fateful  ap- 
peal in  April,  1917,  was  to  send  one  hun- 
dred ninety-seven  men,  the  pick  of  her  young 
manhood  in  the  pride  and  prime  of  life,  into 
the  European  slaughter  house.  And  St.  Pat- 
rick's will  ever  cherish  as  one  of  its  dearest 
treasures   a    Service   Flag   with   one   hundred 


ninety-five  blue  stars  and  seven  in  gleaming 
gold,  to  attest  the  supreme  sacrifice  consum- 
mated. 

Rev.  George  H.  Powell  succeeded  Father 
Murphy  on  Sept.  18,  1946.  The  new  Parish 
Center  was  opened  on  August  14th,  1949. 

REVEREND  GEORGE  HAROLD 
POWELL,  S.T.B. 

Noted  for  his  interest  in  secular  as  well 
as  ecclesiastical  affairs,  the  Reverend  Father 
George  Harold  Powell  of  Decatur  has  won 
a  reputation  throughout  downstate  Illinois. 
He  is  pastor  of  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  Church 
in  Decatur,  but  is  active  in  many  ways  out- 
side the  church,  serving  both  his  communi- 
cants and  the  community  at  large.  He  is  espe- 
cially active  in  health  and  welfare,  programs. 

Father  Powell  was  born  in  Alton  on  May 
5,  1894,  the  son  of  Benjamin  Simpson  and 
Ann  (Geenty)  Powell.  His  father,  a  glass 
blower,  was  born  in  England  in  1857,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young 
man.  Ann  Geenty  Powell  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1854.  Their  son,  destined  for  the 
Catholic  priesthood,  began  his  education  in 
the  Alton  parochial  school  and  continued  in 
the  Alton  High  School.  Later,  he  was  a  stu- 
dent at  the  Franciscan  Monastery  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  at  Quincy  College,  Kenrick 
Seminary  and  finally  Catholic  University  in 
Washington.  On  June  10,  1922,  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  priesthood  at  Webster  Groves, 
Missouri.  After  serving  at  various  other 
places,  he  was  sent  to  St.  Patrick's  in  De- 
catur as  pastor.  In  World  War  I,  Father 
Powell  was  with  the  46th  Infantry.  He  has 
been  active  in  the  Red  Cross,  the  Community 
Chest  and  the  Association  of  Commerce  in 
Decatur,  and  is  a  beloved  figure  in  the  com- 
munity. 

DENNIS  BURDETTE  McGEHEE 

Formerly  an  executive  of  the  O'Gara  Coal 
Company,  with  which  he  was  associated  for 
twenty  years  in  Southern  Illinois  and  at  Chi- 
cago, Dennis  Burdette  McGehee  is  the  founder 
and  co-operator  of  the  Saline  Motor  Company 
at  Harrisburg,  a  firm  with  a  tremendous  bus- 
iness and  with  regional  prestige.  In  this  en- 
terprise his  son,  Gordon  McGehee,  is  his  part- 
ner. Mr.  McGehee  has  made  a  reputation  for 
his  public  services,  especially  his  contribu- 
tions to  educational  development  at  Harris- 
burg and  his  work  in  heading  disaster  relief. 

Born  at  Carrier  Mills,  in  Saline  County,  on 
September  26,  1879,  Mr.  McGehee  is  the  son 
of  Robert  S.  and  Julia  Elizabeth  (Stiff)  Mc- 
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Gehee.  His  father  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county.  A  tinner  by  trade,  he  operated  a  gen- 
eral store  in  Harrisburg.  He  was  the  son  of 
Moses  Pierce  McGehee,  who  for  years  oper- 
ated a  blacksmith's  shop  at  Galatia,  also  in 
Saline  County.  Later  he  was  the  partner  of 
a  man  named  Pierce  at  Galatia  and  hauled 
supplies  for  the  general  store  there  from 
Shawneetown,  the  seat  of  Gallatin  County,  by 
wagon.  Moses  McGehee,  a  Democrat,  was 
the  first  county  judge  to  preside  in  the  old 
courthouse  at  Harrisburg.  Dennis  McGehee's 
mother,  also  born  in  Illinois,  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  man  who  served  in  John  A.  Logan's 
Regiment  in  the  Civil  War.  Dennis  McGehee 
was  educated  in  the  elementary  and  high 
schools  at  Omaha,  Illinois.  Following  his 
graduation  from  high  school  in  1899,  he  went 
to  work  in  a  drug  store  at  Harrisburg,  as  a 
clerk.  In  1902,  Mr.  McGehee  moved  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  worked  in  another  drug  store 
for  two  and  one-half  years.  His  pay  there 
was  $20  a  month  at  the  start.  In  the  Spring 
of  1904  he  returned  to  Harrisburg,  where,  he 
became  bookkeeper  and  man-of-all-work  for 
the  Harrisburg  Mining  and  Coal  Company,  re- 
ceiving $40  a  month.  The  following  year  the 
O'Gara  Coal  Company  took  over,  and  he  re- 
mained with  this  firm  until  1925,  progressing 
from  shipping  clerk  for  fourteen  mines  in 
1905  to  office  manager  in  1907  and  assistant 
to  the  general  superintendent  in  1910.  From 
1920  to  1925  Mr.  McGehee  was  in  the  home 
office  in  Chicago,  as  assistant  to  the.  vice- 
president.  In  May,  1926,  Mr.  McGehee  again 
returned  to  Harrisburg,  where  he  organized 
the  Saline  Motor  Company,  a  partnership  op- 
erating with  the  Chevrolet  franchise,  both  in 
Harrisburg  and  in  Eldorado,  in  the  same 
county.  In  1940,  Mr.  McGehee  traded  his 
interest  in  the  Eldorado  business  for  the  entire 
business  in  Harrisburg,  and  since  that  time,  he 
has  been  sole  owner  of  the  enterprise  at  the 
county  seat.  He  has  an  extensive  sale  of 
Chevrolets. 

Mr.  McGehee  married  Clyde  Thompson,  the 
daughter  of  Judge  J.  L.  and  Mrs.  Thompson 
of  Saline  County,  on  October  7,  1908.  Their 
son,  Gordon  McGehee,  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  business,  married  Ann  New- 
kirk  and  is  the  father  of  Mona  and  Sarah 
Elizabeth  McGehee.  The  family  worships  in 
the   Presbyterian   Church. 

A  member  of  the  Harrisburg  board  of  ed- 
ucation since  1932,  Mr.  McGehee  served  as 
its  president  in  1949.  He  was  one.  of  those 
who  were  instrumental  in  building  the  Mc- 
Kinley    School,    and   he   has    otherwise    furth- 


ered the  cause  of  education.  In  the  1937 
flood,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  Dis- 
aster Committee.  A  charter  member  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Harrisburg,  he  has  been  its 
secretary  three  times.  He  also  belongs  to  the. 
Executives  Club  of  Harrisburg,  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Elks  Lodge  of  Harrisburg 
and,  a  holder  of  the  thirty-second  degree,  in 
Masonry,  is  a  Noble  of  Ainad  Temple,  An- 
cient Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  at  East  St.  Louis.  Reading  is  one  of 
his  hobbies;  he  has  a  library  of  more  than 
1200  books.  Saline  County  regards  him  as 
one  of  its  most  valuable  citizens. 

JAMES  TILLMAN  EWING 

One  of  the  large  lumber  companies  of  Illi- 
nois is  the  Ewing  Lumber  Company  of  Effing- 
ham, of  which  James  Tillman  Ewing  was  a 
co-founder  and  which  he  continues  to  operate 
today.  Mr.  Ewing,  aside  from  his  leadership 
in  the  lumber  world,  is  well  known  in  the 
hotel  and  financial  worlds,  having  been  as- 
sociated with  them  also  in  the  past.  He  is  a 
former  alderman  of  the  City  of  Effingham 
and  a  former  chairman  of  the  Effingham 
County  Republican  Central  Committee,  and  is 
prominent  in  the  Presbyterian   Church. 

Mr.  Ewing  was  born  near  Neoga,  Illinois, 
on  February  3;  18  73,  the  son  of  James  M.  and 
Prudentia  T.  (Stone)  Ewing.  James  M.  Ew- 
ing, born  in  Vigo  County,  Indiana,  on  July  31, 
182  5,  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  public 
servant  in  Neoga  Township.  He  bought  his 
2  40-acre  farm  near  Neoga  in  18  53.  For  six 
terms  he  served  as  Neoga  Township  Super- 
visor. James  Tillman  Ewing  was  educated 
in  the  Maple  Grove  Country  School,  the  Neoga 
High  School  and  Austin  College  at  Effing- 
ham. Following  his  graduation  from  the  col- 
lege, Mr.  Ewing  became  bookkeeper  for  the 
Camden  Lumber  Company.  Later,  he  accept- 
ed the  post  of  assistant  sales  manager  of  the 
Southern  Pine  Lumber  Company  of  St.  Louis, 
with  which  he  remained  from  1895  to  1902. 
In  January,  1903,  Mr.  Ewing,  together  with 
his  brother,  Norton  E.  Ewing,  established  the 
Ewing  Lumber  Company  in  Effingham.  In 
1936  and  193  7  he  was  a  director  of  the  South 
Arkansas  Lumber  Company  of  St.  Louis.  At 
one  time  he  was  a  director  of  the  Benwood 
Hotel  of  Effingham  and  of  the  Efingham 
Building  and   Loan  Association. 

On  October  30,  1901,  Mr.  Ewing  married 
Blanche  Maxwell  in  Effingham.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Maxwell.  Mrs 
Ewing  is  active  in  the  various  women's  or- 
ganizations   of    the    Presbyterian    Church    of 
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Effingham  and  in  women's  clubs  of  the  city 
at  large.  Mr.  Ewing  has  been  an  elder  in  the 
church  since  about  1920. 

Mr  Ewing,  a  Republican,  cast  his  first  vote 
for  William  B.  McKinley  and  has  since  voted 
for  every  other  Republican  candidate.  He  has 
served  his  city  as  alderman  and  for  years  led 
the  Effingham  County  Republican  organiza- 
tion. He  is  a  member  of  Effingham  Lodge, 
No.  149,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
the  Mississippi  Valley  Consistory,  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  Ainad  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  at  East  St.  Louis.  For  relaxation  he 
likes  to  read.  He  and  Mrs.  Ewing  reside  at 
517  South  Fifth  Street,  Effingham.  Mr.  Eav- 
ing  has  given  leadership  to  many  movements 
which  have  brought  about  improvements  in 
Effingham  and  the  surrounding  area. 

DOMENIC  FRISINA 

The  career  of  Domenic  Frisina  of  Spring- 
field once  more  illustrates  how  determination 
and  ability  can  overcome  any  handicap — and 
how  opportunity  can  be  found  by  anyone 
willing  to  seek  and  work  for  it  in  America. 

Born  in  Italy  in  1891,  Domenic  Frisina 
came  to  the  United  States  with  an  uncle  when 
he  was  thirteen  years  old.  Mr.  Frisina  learned 
fast,  and  soon  he  could  handle  the  English 
language  and  also  many  jobs.  In  1909,  when 
he  was  still  only  eighteen,  he  built  a  small 
theater  in  Pawnee,  Sangamon  County.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  a  career  which  has 
made  him  a  power  and  a  popular  figure  in 
the  amusement  world. 

From  that  one  little  theater  in  Pawnee 
Mr.  Frisina  has  developed  a  chain  of  fifty- 
eight  theaters.  Most  of  these  are  located 
in  his  adopted  state,  Illinois,  but  there  are 
a  few  in  neighboring  Missouri.  Perhaps  the 
best  known  of  the  houses  is  the  Roxy  Thea- 
ter, in  Springfield,  where  Mr.  Frisina,  as 
head  of  the  Frisina  Amusement  Company, 
maintains  headquarters.  He  employs  755  men 
and  women  in  his  enterprises.  Also,  he  owns 
1260  acres  of  extremely  fertile  farm  land. 

Mr.  Frisina  married  Maria  Berta,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  one  daughter — Rosemarie 
Frisina  Bell  and  one  son,  James.  The  fam- 
ily home  is  in  Taylorville,  seat  of  Christian 
County,  where  Mr.  Frisina  is  an  outstanding 
civic  worker  as  well  as  farmer  and  theater 
owner. 

Mr.  Frisina  is  active  in  the  Lions  Club, 
Taylorville,  and  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Pawnee.  His  theaters  have  not  only  contrib- 
uted to  the  gayety  of  life  and  to  amusement 


in  general,  given  employment  to  many,  but 
also  helped  accelerate  the  commercial  and 
residential  growth  of  numerous  communities. 
Through  them  and  his  other  activities  Mr. 
Frisina  has  become  a  noted  citizen  of  not  only 
Illinois  but  the  Middle  West.  He  is  a  true 
American  in  the  sexvice  he  is  giving  his  fel- 
low  citizens. 

CARL  E.  DAVIS 

Once  a  "printer's  devil,"  Carl  E  Davis  of 
Springfield  made  his  real  start  in  life  as  a 
streetcar  motorman.  From  this  humble  be- 
ginning, with  its  contacts  with  the  riding 
public,  Mr.  Davis  has  risen  to  the  office  of 
vice  president  of  the  Springfield  Transporta- 
tion Company,  the  organization  with  which  he 
began  his  career.  In  addition  to  striving  to 
giv^e  the  capital  city  the  best  in  transporta- 
tion, Mr.  Davis  serves  with  groups  and  inde- 
pendently seeks  to  improve  the  community 
in  general  and  to  develop  it  as  a  place  for 
business   and   residence. 

Born  in  Petersburg,  seat  of  Menard  County, 
on  November  28,  1883,  Carl  E.  Davis  is  the 
son  of  the  man  who  operated  that  commun- 
ity's weekly  newspaper  in  those  days  and  a 
concomitant  printing  business.  After  attend- 
ing Petersburg's  grade  and  high  schools,  Carl 
Davis  learned  the  printing  business  under 
his  father,  setting  type,  running  an  old-fash- 
ioned press  and  doing  odd  jobs  in  the  plant. 
His  work  in  the  newspaper  composing  room 
and  elsewhere  enabled  him  to  save  $2  40.  This 
paid  for  an  electrical  engineering  corres- 
pondence course.  In  1904,  when  he  was 
twenty-one,  Mr.  Davis  became  a  motorman 
for  the  streetcar  company  now  called  the 
Springfield   Transportation   Company. 

The  history  of  this  business  is  an  interest- 
ing one,  as  told  by  Mr.  Davis.  The  first 
transportation  charter  granted  in  Springfield 
was  issued  to  a  group  in  1861.  But  about 
five  years  elapsed  before  the  group  began 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  charter. 
Then  only  one  streetcar  was  installed.  This 
operated  on  a  couple  of  streets  a  few  blocks 
long.  The  company  was  called  the  Spring- 
field City  Horse  Railway  Company.  Within 
a  few  years,  the  owners  and  the  operating 
names  changed  frequently.  Among  the  names 
assumed  for  the  streetcar  operations  were 
Citizens  Railway  Company,  Peoples  Electric 
Railway  Company  and  Consolidated  Street 
Railway  Company.  Later,  the  streetcar  system 
was  owned  and  operated  by  the  electric  and 
gas  utility  under  the  name  of  the  Illinois 
Power    Company.     Eventually,    the    streetcar 


230 


LIBRARY     OF     AMERICAN    LIVES 


DOMENIC  FRISINA 


system  was  sold  to  the  present  owners,  the 
United  Transit  Corporation,  which  operates 
such  facilities  in  not  only  Illinois  but  also  in 
Virginia,  Ohio  and  Tennessee.  At  the  time 
Transit  corporation  purchased  the  business, 
the  name  was  changed  to  Springfield  Trans- 
portation Company.  Mr.  Davis,  from  his  start 
as  motorman  in  1904,  rose  to  membership  on 
the  track  maintenance  crew,  from  there  to  car 
dispatcher,  and  then  to  supervisor  and  man- 
ager. To  him  is  attributed  much  of  the  growth 
of  the  company. 

Mr.  Davis  married  Grace  Mollergen,  also  a 
native  of  Illinois,  on  January  22,  1903.  Mrs. 
Davis'  parents  came  to  America  from  Sweden 
and  her  father  assumed  a  position  of  great 
prominence  as  a  coal  mine  owner  and  opera- 
tor. There  are  three  children —  Addison 
Davis;  Harold  Davis;  and  Donna  June,  now 
Mrs.  Herbert  Sonntag  and  mother  of  Herbert 
Sonntag,  Jr.,  and  Beverly  Joyce  Sonntag. 
The  family  home  is  in  Springfield.  Mr.  Davis' 
office  is  at  610  East  Ash  Street,  Springfield. 

Mr.  Davis  is  active  in  the  Masonic  order, 
the  Springfield  Business  Men's  Association, 
the  Illinois  Manufacturers  Association  and  the 
Springfield  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  His  contribution  to  the  de- 
velopment of  Springfield  is  recognized  as 
outstanding. 

G.  F.  DEGLER 

Degler  is  a  name  which  five  men — a  father 
and  his  sons — have  made  famous  in  Coles 
County.  Their  success  has  been  won  mainly 
in  agriculture,  both  through  the  working  of 
farms  and  through  the  supply  of  farm  imple- 
ments to  the  rural  community,  but  the  family 
operations  have  also  been  in  the  city  in  the 
form  of  grain  and  real  estate  enterprises  and 
also  in  the  production  of  oil.  The  head  of 
this  successful  and  influential  family  was  the 
late  G.  F.  Degler.  Carrying  on  the  traditions 
he  established  are  his  sons  Melvin  F.  Degler, 
who  operates  the  Mattoon  Grain  Company 
and  the  Mattoon  Implement  Company,  Ray- 
mond H.  Degler,  Don  D.  Degler  and  Kenneth 
W.  Degler,  who  are  farmers  in  Coles  County 
outside  Mattoon.  Like  their  father,  the  sons 
are  active  in  civic  work  and  in  religious  af- 
fairs. 

G.  F.  Degler,  the  father,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many on  February  2  7,  1867,  and  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  widowed  mother, 
Caroline  Degler,  when  he  was  seven  years 
old.  The  family  soon  established  itself  at  Mat- 
toon and  there  G.  F.  Degler  attended  the 
public   schools.    At  an  early  age  he  acquired 


an  intense  interest  in  horses  and  as  a  youth 
showed  them  over  a  wide  area  for  a  horse 
breeder.  He  took  great  pride  in  horses, 
specializing  in  the  heavy  draft  type,  and  was 
an  avid  horse  fancier,  trainer  and  showman. 

On  May  6,  18  99,  Mr.  Degler  married  Marie 
Knebel,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  Coles 
County.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Elsie  Knebel.  Four  sons  were  born  to  the 
marriage. 

Following  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Degler  lived  on  one  farm  until  Mr.  DegLer's 
death,  and  on  that  farm  they  reared  their 
sons.  From  the  farm  Mr.  Degler  expanded. 
He  built  several  valuable  business  buildings 
on  lots  in  Mattoon  and  acquired  extensive 
land  holdings,  including  a  farm  in  Canada. 
In  1931  he  became  owner  of  the  Mattoon 
Grain  Company  which  Melvin  Degler,  the 
oldest  son,  has  operated  since  that  time.  G. 
F.  Degler  was  keenly  interested  in  the  Coles 
County  oil  boom  and  drilled  two  producing 
oil  wells  on  his  land.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  of  Dorans,  in  Coles 
County,  serving  on  its  board  for  several  years. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  the 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  in  Mattoon  for 
many  years  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
was  on  the  board  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Mattoon. 

Mr.  Degler  was  five  feet  eleven  inches  tall, 
weighed  about  2  00  pounds  and  walked  erectly 
and  briskly.  He  was  calm  and  deliberate  in 
his  dealings  it  is  said  of  him  that  he  was 
always  ready  to  lend  a  hand  and  give  advice 
to  anyone  who  sought  it,  with  a  manner 
courteous  and  pleasant  to  all,  and  a  neat  ap- 
pearance. 

Melvin  F.  Degler  was  born  in  Mattoon  on 
April  21,  1900.  After  attending  Mattoon's 
public  schools,  he  went  to  the  Sweeney  Auto 
School  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  the  Coyne 
Electrical  School  in  Chicago  and  Utterback's 
Business  College  in  Mattoon.  He  joined  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  grain  elevator 
in  1931  and  since  1944  has  also  engaged  in 
the  retail  farm  machinery  business  in  Mat- 
toon. In  addition,  he  farms  about  500  acres 
of  land  near  that  city.  Melvin  Degler  married 
Lucille  Merkle,  daughter  of  William  and  Em- 
ma Merkle,  in  Mattoon  on  June  28,  1936. 
He  and  his  wife  organized  the  Mattoon  Imple- 
ment Company  in  1944,  and  have  built  it  into 
one  of  the  largest  in  its  field  in  Central  Illi- 
nois. They  are  the  agents  for  the  John  Deere 
farm  equipment  concern.  Their  store  is  at 
2  7fh  and  Broadway,  Mattoon.  Melvin  Degler 
is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Mattoon, 
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the  Mattoon  Association  of  Commerce  and  the 
Illinois  Retail  Equipment  Association.  He 
and  his  wife  worship  in  St.  Paul's  Lutheran 
Church,  Dorans. 

Raymond  H.  Degler  was  born  in  Mattoon  on 
June  14,  1902,  and  was  educated  in  Mattoon's 
elementary  and  high  schools.  He  is  now  farm- 
ing four  hundred  acres  northwest  of  Mattoon, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  agricultural  men 
of  Coles  County.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club  of  Mattoon  and  with  his  family 
worships  in  the  Methodist  Church.  He  mar- 
ried Hazel  Johnson,  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Amanda  Johnson,  in  Champaign  on  March  15, 
1928.  They  have  one  daughter,  Marilyn  Deg- 
ler, who  was  born  on  August  21,  1933.  The 
Raymond  H.  Deglers  reside  at  1601  Wabash 
Avenue,  Mattoon. 

Don  D.  Degler  was  born  in  Mattoon  and  al- 
so received  his  education  in  its  grade  and 
high  schools.  He,  too,  is  a  prominent  farmer, 
his  address  being  Rural  Route  No.  1,  Mat- 
toon. On  September  18,  1938,  he  married 
Freda  Mohlenhoff,  the  daughter  of  Herman 
and  Tillie  Mohlenhoff.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  in  Coles  County.  They  have  two 
children,  Joy  Irene  Degler  and  Donald  Thomas 
Degler,  all  worship  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Degler's  hobby  is  photography. 

Kenneth  W.  Degler  was  born  on  March  6, 
1912,  in  Mattoon  Township.  He,  too,  was 
educated  in  the  city's  public  schools  and  since 
completing  his  high  school  education  he  has 
been  farming  northwest  of  Mattoon.  His  farm 
consists  of  five  hundred  acres.  In  World  War 
II,  he  spent  forty-six  months  with  the  United 
States  Army  Air  Force  and  is  now  active  in 
the  American  Legion,  serving  on  his  post's 
board  of  directors.  He  married  Marylea  Sou- 
ers  of  McLeansboro  on  June  16,  1945,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  twin  sons,  Michael 
and  Stephen  Degler,  who  were  born  on  Octo- 
ber 2  8,  1947.  They  worship  in  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  has  done  his  part  in  extending 
the  fame  of  the  Degler  name. 

In  fact,  the  four  sons,  through  all  their 
activities,  have  done  much  to  carry  forward 
the  entire  reputation  of  the  family  as  first 
established  by  the  father,  the  late  G.  F.  Deg- 
ler. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN  MITCHELL 

The  name  of  John  Franklin  Mitchell  has 
stood  for  service  in  a  wide  section  of  Illinois 
since  1913.  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  developed  a  rep- 
utation as  mortician  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zen of  unequalled  character  in  those  thirty- 
five  years  from  his  start  in  business  to  his 


death  in  1948,  made  his  name  known  at  New- 
ton, at  Gillespie  and  finally  at  Mattoon.  In 
that  community,  he  established  the  Mitchell 
Funeral  Home,  an  institution  of  tremendous 
prestige  now  operated  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Eva 
Irene  Cutshall  Mitchell,  and  his  son-in-law  and 
daughter,  George  Sidney  Jerdan  and  Lois  Na- 
dine  Mitchell  Jerdan,  who,  in  continuing  tra- 
ditions founded  by  the  late  Mr.  Mitchell,  are 
establishing  themselves  as  foremost  citizens 
of   the  community. 

John  Franklin  Mitchell  was  born  on  Decem- 
ber 2,  1890,  on  a  farm  west  of  Olney,  Illinois. 
He  was  the  fifth  of  a  family  of  eight  children, 
and  his  parents  were  John  Hezakiah  and 
Mary  (Wheeler)  Mitchell.  The  father,  who 
was  born  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  August  8, 
1858,  was  a  farmer.  Early  in  life  he  was 
taken  by  his  parents  in  a  covered  wagon  from 
Des  Moines  to  Illinois.  On  this  journey  his 
father  was  stricken  with  typhoid  fever.  The 
family  stopped  at  an  Indian  reservation  where 
all  were  lodged  by  the  Indians  and  the  sick 
man  was  nursed  to  health.  The  family  then 
proceeded  to  Illinois  and  on  reaching  that 
State  homesteaded  in  Richland  County.  John 
Hezekiah  Mitchell  was  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers and  farmers  in  the  county  and  his  fath- 
er, Joshua  Mitchell,  might  be  considered  one 
of  the  first  developers  of  that  portion  of  the 
county  lying  west  of  Olney.  Joshua  Mitchell 
served  the  nation  in  the  Civil  War.  He  mar- 
ried Martha  Alexander.  Their  son,  John  H. 
Mitchell,  died  on  January  16,  1948,  in  his 
ninetieth  year.  The  mother  of  John  Franklin 
Mitchell  also  came  of  an  old  pioneer  family  of 
the  region  west  of  Olney.  Her  parents  were 
John  Wesley  and  Isabel   (Wolfe)   Wheeler. 

John  Franklin  Mitchell  spent  his  childhood 
on  the  family  farm  and  from  that  farm  went 
to  rural  schools,  sometimes  walking  two  and 
one-half  miles.  After  completing  the  eighth 
grade  and  part  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  grades 
in  rural  schools,  he  went  to  Illinois  State  Nor- 
mal College  at  Charleston.  In  those  days  a 
high  school  diploma  was  not  required  for  col- 
lege matriculation.  After  receiving  his  teach- 
er's certificate  at  Charleston,  John  Franklin 
Mitchell  began  teaching  in  the  rural  schools 
of  Richland  County.  Later  he  became  assist- 
ant principal  at  Noble,  Illinois.  In  1913  he 
attended  Worsham  College  of  Mortuary  Sci- 
ence in  Chicago  and  upon  graduation  entered 
a  period  of  apprenticeship  at  the  J.  K.  Plat- 
ner  Funeral  Home  in  Chicago  and,  later,  at 
the  J.  S.  Kibler's  Mortuary  in  Olney. 

In  November,  1913,  Mr.  Mitchell  estab- 
lished his  first  business.   This  was  the  Mitchell 
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and  Kibler  Mortuary  in  Newton.  Subsequent- 
ly, he  practiced  his  profession  at  Gillespie 
where  he  remained  until  1934.  In  that  year  he 
established  the  Mitchell  Funeral  Home  in  Mat- 
toon.  From  that  time  until  his  death,  1204 
Wabash  Avenue,  Mattoon,  was  the  location 
of  both  the  funeral  establishment  and  his  res- 
idence. It  has  been  said  of  him  that  he  al- 
ways considered  his  profession  as  a  funeral 
director  first  and  foremost,  having  the  deep- 
est consideration  for  the  people  whom  he 
served.  In  his  lifetime  he  trained  seven  suc- 
cessful apprentices  in  the  embalming  and  fu- 
neral  directing  profession. 

On  January  1,  1914,  Mr.  Mitchell  married 
Eva  Irene  Cutshall,  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Caroline  (Fritschle)  Cutshall.  Mrs.  Mit- 
chell's father  was  born  in  Indiana  and  her 
mother  in  Olney,  Illinois.  Mr.  Cutshall  was 
also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
who  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Mattoon,  has 
been  a  teacher  of  music  as  well  as  an  assistant 
to  her  husband  in  his  funeral  work,  and  she 
is  now  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Mitchell  Fu- 
neral Home.  She  is  a  member  of  numerous 
lodges,  civic  and  church  organizations. 

The  daughter,  Mrs.  Lois  Nadine  Mitchell 
Jerdan,  is  the  only  child.  She  was  born  at 
Olney  on  February  16,  1921,  and  received 
her  early  education  at  Gillespie  and  in  the 
Mattoon  Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools.  In 
May,  1942,  she  was  graduated  from  the  Mac- 
Murray  College  for  Women  at  Jacksonville, 
Illinois,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
She  began  teaching  in  Mattoon's  public  schools 
in  the  fall  of  1942,  and  later  went  on  the 
faculty  of  one  of  the  junior  high  schools  with 
which  she  remained  until  1946.  She  was 
married  to  George  Sidney  Jerdan  on  February 
16,  1946,  shortly  after  he  was  discharged 
from  the  United  States  Army  Signal  Corps, 
with  which  he  had  served  with  the  rank  of 
Captain  in  World  War  II.  They  have  one  son, 
Sidney  Mitchell  Jerdan,  born  August  7,  1949. 
Mr.  Jerdan  was  graduated  from  the  Mattoon 
Senior  High  School  in  1938  and  from  the. 
University  of  Illinois  College  of  Engineering 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Electrical  Engineering.  In  the  war  he  served 
thirty-four  months  in  North  Africa  and  Italy 
and  in  the  European  Theater  of  Operations. 
After  his  separation  from  the  service,  Mr.  Jer- 
dan was  associated  with  the  General  Electric 
Company  until  he  entered  the  College  of  Mor- 
tuary Science  at  St.  Louis.  Since  his  gradua- 
tion from  that  institution  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  his  wife  and  mother-in-law  in  the 
operation  of  the  Mitchell  Funeral  Home. 


The  late  Mr.  Mitchell  was  always  promi- 
nent in  the  Methodist  Church  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  At  Gillespie  he  was  a  trustee 
and  official  board  member  and  in  Mattoon 
he  was  also  on  the  official  board  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church.  He  was  a  sponsor  of  the 
Boy  Scout  movement  at  Gillespie  and  was 
county  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  for  a  pe- 
riod. He  was  on  the  Gillespie  Board  of  Edu- 
cation and  during  this  tenure  of  office  was 
instrumental  in  the  building  of  one  of  the 
largest  gymnasiums  in  Central  Illinois.  As 
a  member  of  the  Illinois  Funeral  Director's 
Association  he  was  very  active  and  served  on 
various  committees.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  on  the 
building  committee  of  the  Moose  Lodge,  and 
various  committees  of  the  Mattoon  Associa- 
tion of  Commerce,  and  was  active  in  numer- 
ous bodies  of  the  Masonic  order  in  which  he 
held  the  thirty-second  degree;  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  ,the  Elks  in  which  he  was  treas- 
urer of  the  Crippled  Children's  Clinic;  the 
High  Twelve  Club  of  Mattoon  of  which  he. 
was  a  charter  member;  the  Dramatic  Order 
Knights  of  Khorassan;  and  the  Illinois  and 
National  Funeral  Directors  Association.  A 
member  of  the  Republican  Party,  Mr.  Mit- 
chell stood  for  the  best  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple and  any  betterment  of  all  phases  and  lev- 
els of  the  American  form  of  government. 
He  was  continually  working  for  free  enter- 
prise and  all  other  freedoms  which  are  the 
basic  fundamentals  of  American  democracy, 
and  was  a  real  pioneer  in  his  chosen  profes- 
sion— a  man  who  will  long  be  remembered. 
His  death  occurred  on  March  29,  1948,  and  he 
lies  at  rest  in  Dodge  Grove  Cemetery,  Mat- 
toon. 

ROY  EVERETT  ENLOE,  Ph.G. 

Since  1833  the  establishment  now  known 
as  the  Lincoln  Square  Drug  Store — at  117 
East  Main  Street,  or  Lincoln  Square — has 
been  a  center  of  activities  in  Decatur'.  For  a 
time  it  was  a  general  store  and  also  Decatur's 
Post  Office.  In  1845,  it  became  a  pharmacy 
and  since  then  it  has  remained  in  that  field 
of  business.  Roy  Everett  Enloe  first  became 
associated  with  the  drug  store  as  a  Registered 
Pharmacist  in  1915,  though  his  association 
with  it  in  after  years  was  not  continuous.  In 
July,  1939,  he  bought  it  from  his  employer, 
E.  A.  West,  and  since  then  has  devoted  him- 
self to  its  further  development.  He  has  be- 
come well  known  in  the  business  and  profes- 
sional life  of  Macon  County. 

Mr.    Enloe    was    born    at    Niantic,    Macon 
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County,  Illinois,  on  July  8,  1891,  the  son  of 
William  Walter  and  Althea  A.  Enloe.  His 
father,  a  farmer,  was  born  in  Bond  County 
on  January  19,  1860,  and  died  in  Decatur  on 
May  15,  1933.  Althea  Enloe,  born  in  Fayette 
County  in  1862,  died  in  Decatur  in  1925.  Mr. 
Enloe  is  a  graduate  of  Vandalia  High  School, 
Fayette  County,  and  holds  the  degree  of  Grad- 
uate of  Pharmacy,  received  from  Highland 
Park  College  of  Pharmacy,  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
in  1914.  On  January  1,  1915,  he  became  a 
pharmacist  for  Mr.  West  in  Lincoln  Square, 
but  two  years  later,  when  the  United  States 
entered  World  War  I,  he  took  a  military  leave 
of  absence  and  enlisted  in  the  Army,  being 
attached  to  the  Medical  Corps.  Discharged  in 
1919,  he  went  to  Pearl  City,  Illinois,  where 
until  1926  he  operated  his  own  drug  store. 
Then  he  returned  to  Mr.  West's  employ  in 
Decatur  and  there  remained  until  in  1939  he 
purchased  the  business  from  Mr.  West.  The 
Lincoln  Square  Drug  Store,  located  in  Lin- 
coln Square,  once  called  "The  Old  Square," 
has  an  interesting  history.  It  was  first  opened 
as  a  general  store  by  William  Cantrill,  a  Ken- 
tuckian  who  moved  to  Decatur  in  1833,  taking 
with  him  the  first  stock  of  general  merchan- 
dise introduced  in  Decatur.  In  this  building  in 
1835-36  he  officiated  as  Postmaster,  "filing" 
the  mail  in  a  box  in  the  corner  of  the  store 
and  sometimes  carrying  it,  as  he  made  distri- 
bution, in  his  hat.  The  population  at  the  time 
was  only  slightly  more  than  one  hundred  in 
those  days,  and  mail  was  a  luxury  that  the 
receiver  not  the  sender  paid  for.  Mr.  Can- 
trill  died  in  November,  1881,  but  in  July, 
1845,  he  had  sold  his  store  to  Dr.  Roberts, 
who  made  a  pharmacy  of  the  place.  About 
1868  Dr.  Roberts  sold  the  drug  store  to  W.  C. 
Armstrong,  who  operated  it  until  1892  when 
he  sold  out  to  E.  A.  West.  When  Mr.  West  re- 
tired in  July,  1939,  and  sold  out  to  Mr.  Enloe, 
he  completed  forty-seven  years  in  Lincoln 
Square. 

Mr.  Enloe  married  Frances  McGinn  in  Sep- 
tember, 1919,  and  three  children  were  born  to 
them — Roy  Everett  Enloe,  Jr.,  on  July  13, 
1900,  now  a  Registered  Pharmacist  associa- 
ted in  business  with  his  father;  Lora  Mae  En- 
loe, who  died  in  infancy,  and  Robert  Walton 
Enloe,  on  April  2,  1926,  who  in  1950  was  a 
student  at  James  Millikin  University,  Decatur, 
and  also  assisting  in  the  store.  The  family 
home  is  at  1935  North  Monroe  Street,  Deca- 
tur. Mrs.  Enloe  is  a  Catholic,  Mr.  Enloe  a 
Methodist. 

Mr.  Enloe  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Legion   and   is  a   Republican.   He   enjoys  all 


sports.  He  is  described  as  having  gray  brown 
hair  and  blue  eyes  and  as  being  five  feet  six 
inches  tall  and  weighing  145  pounds — and  hav- 
ing "a  very  likable  disposition."  He  has  con- 
tributed to  Decatur's  business  growth. 

CLINTON  DANIEL  SWICKARD,  M.D. 

One  of  downstate  Illinois'  most  outstanding 
physicians  and  surgeons,  Dr.  Clinton  Daniel 
Swickard  of  Charleston  was  born  at  West- 
field,  Illinois,  on  July  21,  1891,  the  son  of 
William  McHenry  and  Iola  M.  (Hardinger) 
Swickard.  His  father,  born  near  Toledo,  Illi- 
nois, and  raised  on  a  farm  there,  attended 
Westfield  College  and  moved  to  Newman,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  successfully  operated  a  large 
hardware  and  implement  business  for  nearly 
a  half  century.  The  mother,  a  native  of 
Westfield,  also  attended  Westfield  College. 
Her  parents  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Har- 
dinger. 

Dr.  Swickard  was  graduated  from  the  New- 
man Township  High  School.  From  1910  to 
1912  he  was  at  the  University  of  Illinois  and 
from  1912  to  1914  at  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago, receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  from  the  latter.  In  1916,  he  was 
awarded  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at 
Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  and  for  the 
next  four  months  interned  at  Anna  Durand 
Contagious  Hospital  and  after  that  spent 
twelve  months,  also  as  interne,  at  Presbyte- 
rian   Hospital,    Chicago. 

On  April  6,  1918,  Dr.  Swickard  was  com- 
missioned in  the  United  States  Army  Medical 
Corps.  After  a  period  at  Fort  Riley,  Kansas, 
he  was  attached  to  the  American  Expedition- 
ary Force  and  sent  to  France.  He  was  with 
the  Amb.  Co.  No.  41,  part  of  the  First  Army 
Sanitary  Train,  doing  ambulance  work  until 
the  Armistice.  On  March  24,  1919,  he  was  or- 
dered to  inactive  status  at  Camp  Funston,  Kan- 
sas. He  then  held  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant. 
But  for  the  next  twenty  years,  until  he  retired 
in  1939,  Dr.  Swickard  was  with  the  Medical 
Corps   Reserve  as   a   Captain. 

On  May  1,  1919,  he  began  his  practice  in 
Charleston.  Though  his  practice  has  been  gen- 
eral, he  has  given  special  attention  to  a  large 
volume  of  surgery,  obstetrics  and  gynecology. 
Throughout  the  years  he  has  had  a  partner 
or  associate,  and  since  1921  has  occupied  the 
same  offices  in  the  Coles  County  seat. 

Dr.  Swickard  married  Ruth  Elizabeth  Stone, 
daughter  of  Eliza' (Redden)  and  John  Stone, 
at  Newman  on  June  2,  1917.  Mrs.  Swickard, 
prominent  in  Coles  County,  was  president  of 
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the  Charleston  Women's  Club  in  1949  and 
1950  and  is  active  in  the  Coles-Cumberland 
Medical  Society  Auxiliary,  the  American  Le- 
gion Auxiliary,  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  the  Columbian  Reading  Circle  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which,  incidentally, 
Dr.  Swickard  is  an  elder.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Swick- 
ard  have  four  children — Ruth  Elizabeth,  born 
December  26,  1919,  a  graduate  of  Purdue 
University,  now  a  home  economist  for  Swift 
and  Company  at  Boston;  Daniel  Clinton 
Swickard,  born  November  19,  1922,  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Illinois,  now  with  In- 
demnity Insurance  Company  at  Des  Moines, 
who  married  Margaret  Tully  Rugh  and  is  the 
father  of  Margaret  Tully  Rugh,  born  Thanks- 
giving Day,  1948;  George  Emerson  Swick- 
ard, born  November  9,  1927,  educated  at 
Brown's  Business  College  in  Decatur;  and 
Marjorie  Talese,  born  October  24,  1930,  edu- 
cated at  Oberlin  College  and  University  of 
Illinois,  now  the  wife  of  Peter  Eckert  and 
both  attending  the  University  of  Illinois  at 
present. 

Dr.  Swickard  is  on  the  staff  of  M.  A.  Mont- 
gomery Memorial  Sanitarium  and  has  been 
secretary-treasurer  of  its  board  for  eighteen 
years.  He  is  also  classified  as  surgeon  for 
the  Charleston  Rotary  Club.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  Andrew  Dunn  Post,  American  Le- 
gion, and  is  a  charter  member  and  active  in 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars.  He  belongs, 
too,  to  the  Coles-Cumberland  Medical  Socie- 
ty, the  Illinois  State  Medical  Association  and 
the  American  Medical  Association  and  to  the 
Aesculapian  Medical  Society  of  Wabash  Val- 
ley, of  which  he  was  president  in  1948.  He  is 
also  an  active  member  of  American  Academy  of 
General  Practice.  He  is  well  known  in  Odd 
Fellows  and  Masonic  circles.  The  kind  of 
professional  man  who  is  constantly  maintain- 
ing his  education,  he  is  honored  in  Charleston 
for  his  skill  and  personality. 

CHARLES  BOWEN  BUSEY 

At  604  West  Green  Street,  in  Urbana, 
stands  the  home  in  which  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Central  Illinois  was  born  and  in 
which  he  has  lived  all  the  more  than  three 
decades  of  his  useful  life.  That  man  is 
Charles  Bowen  Busey,  former  automobile 
merchant  now  in  the  insurance  and  invest- 
ment businesses  and  in  the  farming  and  real 
estate  fields,  as  well  as  active  in  civic,  fra- 
ternal and  welfare  organizations. 

Five  feet  eight  and  one-half  inches  tall, 
weighing  165  pounds,  with  dark  brown  hair 
and   medium   complexion,   Mr.    Busey  has  an 


illustrious  ancestry.  His  parents  were  Charles 
Bowen  Busey,  Sr.,  and  Louise  McCormick 
(Carter)  Busey.  His  father,  also  a  native  of 
Urbana,  was  a  banker  who  volunteered  in 
World  War  I  and  was  killed  just  ten  days  be- 
fore the  Armistice — his  death  occurring  on 
November  1,  1918.  The  American  Govern- 
ment posthumously  awarded  him  the  Distin- 
guished Service  Cross.  He  was  the  only  son  of 
General  Samuel  T.  Busey.  Louise  McCormick 
Carter  Busey,  born  in  Dallas,  Texas,  was  the 
daughter  of  Charles  Franklin  and  Susan  (Tan- 
ner) Carter.  The  present  Mr.  Busey 's  birth 
occurred — in  that  Urbana  house —  on  Novem- 
ber 15,  1915. 

He  was  educated  in  Urbana's  public  schools 
through  junior  high  school,  then  at  Lake  For- 
est Academy,  after  which  he  went  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  and  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago. At  college  he  was  elected  to  Phi  Delta 
Theta,  the  social  fraternity. 

In  1937  Mr.  Busey  organized  and  became 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Champaign 
County  Finance  Corporation,  which  in  1942 
changed  its  name  to  Automobile  Banking  Cor- 
poration. In  the  same  year  Mr.  Busey  also 
formed  Urbana  Motors,  Hudson  dealers  in 
Champaign  County.  He  was  proprietor  of  this 
firm,  which  he  sold  in  1948.  Another  busi- 
ness he  launched  in  1937  was  the  C.  B.  Busey 
Insurance  Agency,  of  which  he  is  still  sole 
proprietor;  this  organization  sells  all  types  of 
stock  company  insurance.  He  is  also  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  Charles  Busey  Corpora- 
tion, an  investment  firm,  which  he  likewise 
oi-ganized.  His  farm  and  real  estate  interests, 
located  near  Urbana,  were  inherited  and  pur- 
chased. 

On  June  30,  1937, — an  eventful  year  for 
him —  Mr.  Busey  married  Jane  Brabant  Engel 
in  Wilmette,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Busey's  parents 
were  Rudolph  Peter  Engel,  treasurer  of  the 
National  Engraving  Company  of  Chicago,  and 
Jennie  (Brabant)  Engel.  Mrs.  Busey  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Wilmette  public  schools  and  at 
the  University  of  Illinois.  She  was  president 
of  the  Pan-Hellenic  Council,  was  on  the  staff 
of  the  Daily  Illini  and  was  a  member  of  Al- 
pha Phi  Sorority  at  college.  She  has  since 
been  president  of  the  Fortnightly  Club  of  Ur- 
bana and  also  active  in  the  Urbana  Women's 
Club.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  the 
Buseys — Kimleigh  Michael,  on  December  17, 
1942;  Sandra  Louise,  on  October  20,  1944, 
and  Jeffrey  Rudolph  Engel  Busey,  on  April 
25,  1946. 

In  his  welfare  activities  Mr.  Busey  has  be- 
come treasurer  and   registered  agent  for  the 
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Frances  Nelson  Home  for  Children,  Inc.,  and 
he  has  participated  in  the  boys'  work  programs 
of  the  Optimist  Club  of  Champaign-Urbana, 
of  which  he  was  president  in  the  charter  year. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Urbana  Lodge,  No. 
157,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Ur- 
bana Chapter,  No.  80,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Urbana  Council,  No.  19,  Royal  and  Select  Ma- 
sons, and  Urbana  Commandery,  No.  16, 
Knights  Templar.  His  favorite  games  are  golf 
and  basketball.  He  is  an  independent  Demo- 
crat and  worships  at  Emanuel  Memorial  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Champaign.  His  fellow  citi- 
zens in  the  Champaign-Urbana  area  recognize 
in  him  one  of  their  most  ardent  community 
builders. 

FRANKLYN  C.  NELCH 

Says  the  national  trade  journal  "Concrete" 
in  one  of  its  leading  articles:  "In  the  office 
of  the  ready  mixed  plant  of  Henry  Nelch  and 
Son,  Springfield,  hangs  the  following  sign:  'A 
contract  is  a  contract.'  This  sign  is  not  just 
another  slogan.  It  is  there  because  the  Nelch 
people  have  been  and  still  are  in  the  business 
of  furnishing  ready  mixed  concrete  to  the 
Springfield  area  for  keeps.  Its  owners  be- 
lieve that  'a  contract  is  a  contract'  and  when 
Nelch  undertakes  to  furnish  its  product — be 
it  a  million-dollar  bank  or  a  small  sidewalk 
— the  user  knows  that  what  he  is  getting  is 
what  he  has  contracted  to  pay  for — high 
quality  ready  mixed  concrete  at  not  too  high 
a  premium  price."  The  president  of  this  large 
building  material  firm  with  so  extraordinary 
a  national  reputation  is  Franklyn  C.  Nelch, 
who  is  also  the  vice-president  of  the  Sanga- 
mo  Construction  Company  and  is  one  of  the 
capital's  civic  leaders. 

Franklyn  C.  Nelch  was  born  at  Wagner, 
near  Springfield,  on  February  13,  1900,  the 
son  of  the  late  B.  F.  Nelch.  It  was  the  father 
who  was  the  "son"  in  the  company  name,  for 
the  present  president's  grandfather  was  Henry 
Nelch.  Another  member  of  the  family  closely 
identified  with  the  firm  was  the  late  H.  E. 
(Bud)  Nelch,  president  of  the  company  until 
his  death.  Franklyn  Nelch  was  educated  in 
Springfield's  public  schools  and  business  col- 
lege. He  has  been  in  the  contracting  business 
all  his  working  life,  and  has  specialized  in 
highway  and  road  construction.  The  firm  he 
has  headed  since  1947,  when  his  brother  died, 
Henry  Nelch  and  Son,  is  one  of  the  largest 
building  material  firms  in  its  field  in  Down- 
state  Illinois.  The  road  contracting  firm,  San- 
gamo  Construction  Company,  is  likewise  one 
of  the  largest  and  best  known.    Henry  Nelch 


and  Son  pioneered  the  distribution  of  building 
materials  in  the  Springfield  area.  It  started 
in  the  sand  and  gravel  business  in  the  1890's 
and  its  founder,  Henry  Nelch,  died  in  1919. 
When  ready  mixed  concrete  was  in  its  infan- 
cy, the  company  put  up  its  first  plant,  located 
at  800  South  Ninth  Street,  Springfield.  This 
was  in  1929,  when  not  too  much  was  known 
about  designed  mixes  and  controlled  opera- 
tions. A  new  plant,  with  all  the  most  modern 
features,  was  erected  in  1945.  The  company 
has  a  large  fleet  of  trucks  which,  painted 
white  and  carrying  the  firm  name  in  large 
print,  constitute  an  attractive  form  of  adver- 
tisement. The  Nelch  name  has  been  conveyed 
by  this  and  other  means  throughout  the  state. 

Franklyn  C.  Nelch  married  Martha  Helen 
Walworth  in  1923.  They  have  one  son,  Frank- 
lyn C.  Nelch,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1931.  The 
family  worships  in  the  Congregational  Church. 
A  prominent  Shriner,  Mr.  Nelch  also  belongs 
to  other  Masonic  bodies,  including  the  Jesters. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Springfield;  the  Sangamo  Club;  and  the 
Springfield  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  As  indicated  in  the  trade 
journal  article  and  supported  by  the  testi- 
mony of  Springfield's  newspapers  and  numer- 
ous individuals  and  firms,  the  Nelch  name 
has  become  synonymous  with  integrity  in  the 
business  and  construction  world. 

SHIELDS  ADAMS  BLAINE 

All  his  long  life — he  celebrated  his  eighty- 
fourth  birthday  in  1949 — Shields  Adams 
Blaine  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  a 
farmer,  banker  and  real  estate  and  insurance 
man.  Not  only  has  he  been  a  banker  in  Illi- 
nois but  also  a  bank  examiner.  At  Cham- 
paign, where  he  has  spent  most  of  his  life, 
he  has  been  an  Alderman  and  twice  Mayor 
of  the  city.  Since  late  in  1932  he  has  been 
associated  with  his  cousin,  Boyd  Scott  Blaine, 
in  the  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  busi- 
ness, with  offices  in  the  First  National  Bank 
Building,  Champaign. 

Mr.  Blaine  was  born  in  Armstrong  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  March  20,  1865,  the  third 
of  four  children,  and  was  still  an  infant  when 
in  September,  1865,  his  father,  Edward  Wig- 
gins Blaine,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania's 
Armstrong  County,  moved  the.  family  to  Illi- 
nois, settling  in  Champaign  County.  The 
elder  Mr.  Blaine  became  a  farmer,  achieving 
considerable  prominence,  in  the  county.  He 
died  in  1914.  Shields  Blaine's  mother,  Nancy 
(Adams)    Blaine,   who   was   also   a   native    of 
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Armstrong  County,  died  of  an  illness  in  1870, 
only  five  years  after  her  arrival  in  Illinois. 

After  attending  the  rural  schools  of  Cham- 
paign County,  Shields  Adams  Blaine  went  to 
the  McKee  and  Cobb  Business  College  in 
Champaign.  However,  he  continued  to  work 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old.  Today  he  owns  this  farm,  and 
all  the  activities  connected  with  operating 
it  constitute  his  hobby.  He  breeds  Guernsey 
cattle  and  spotted  Poland  China  hogs. 

In  1887  he  took  a  position  with  the  Cham- 
paign National  Bank.  This  was  the  humble 
one  of  bank  runner.  Later  he  went  to  work 
for  the  First  National  Bank  of  Champaign, 
as  a  teller.  He  remained  with  this  institu- 
tion for  thirteen  years,  after  which  he  was 
cashier  of  the  Illinois  Title  and  Trust  Com- 
pany of  Champaign.  He  was  with  this  or- 
ganization for  six  years,  and  then  became 
a  bank  examiner  in  Cook  County,  where  he 
covered  all  the  State  banks  in  the  Chicago 
area. 

In  1903  Mr.  Blaine  was  elected  alderman 
of  Champaign  for  one  term.  Then  elected 
mayor  in  1905  and  succeeded  himself  in  1907. 
In  1911,  he  became  associated  with  the  Citi- 
zens State  Bank,  of  which  he  was  assistant 
cashier  and  trust  officer.  And  on  December 
1,  1932,  after  having  served  the  Citizens 
Bank  for  eighteen  years,  he  went  into  the 
real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  business  in 
association  with  his  cousin,  Mr.  Boyd  Scott 
Blaine.  This  is  the  business  which,  together 
with  his  farm,  occupies  his  interest  now. 

Mr.  Blaine  married  Elizabeth  Temperance 
Fairclo  in  Champaign  on  August  5,  1902.  Mrs. 
Blaine  passed  away  June  19th,  1949.  They 
had  two  daughters — Helen  Louise,  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Illinois,  now  married  to 
Robert  E.  Cady  and  living  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  and  the  mother  of  Burton  Blaine  Cady, 
born  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  on  June  1st, 
1938;  and  Marion  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of 
Leonard  S.  Daum  of  Chicago.  Mrs.  Daum, 
also  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 
is  the  mother  of  Nancy  Louise,  born  in  Chi- 
cago, July  27,  1937.  Mr.  Shields  A.  Blaine 
resides  at  310  West  Hill  Street,  Champaign, 
and  worships  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  that  city.  Mr.  Blaine,  a  member  of  the 
church  since  1885,  has  sung  in  its  choir  for 
years. 

Mr.  Blaine  is  a  member  of  the  Champaign 
Lodge,  No.  398,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
an  outstanding  figure  in  the  civic  life  of  the 
entire   area. 


HON.  WILLIAM  WATSON  LUCAS 

The  Edgar  County  National  Bank  of  Paris 
is  credited  with  having  provided  much  of  the 
stimulation  behind  the  extraordinary  growth 
and  development  of  Edgar  County,  especially 
in  the  present  century.  Since  1934,  the  guid- 
ing spirit  behind  the  bank  has  been  William 
Watson  Lucas,  now  its  president.  Mr.  Lucas, 
a  former  State  Bank  Examiner  of  Illinois, 
has  for  years  been  an  outstanding  figure  in 
the  State's  financial  circles.  He  has  always 
participated  in  major  civic   programs. 

He  was  born  at  Freedom,  Indiana,  on  June 
15,  1896,  the  son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Arrena 
V.  (Day)  Lucas.  His  father,  a  farmer,  was 
born  at  Carmichaels,  Pennsylvania.  On  com- 
pleting his  education,  which  he  obtained  in 
the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Illinois, 
William  Lucas  became  a  rural  school  teacher, 
a  post  he  held  through  four  terms.  For  twen- 
ty-three months  he  was  a  rural  mail  carrier. 
On  April  1,  1920,  he  became  assistant  cash- 
ier of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hume,  in 
Edgar  County,  and  remained  until  March  15, 
1930,  except  for  part  of  the  years  1927  and 
1926,  when  he  was  employed  as  station  audi- 
tor and  assistant  division  manager  for  the 
Johnson  Oil  Refining  Company.  At  the  time 
he  left  the  Hume  bank,  he  was  its  cashier. 
He  went  from  there  to  the  post  of  Assistant 
State  Bank  Examiner  and  was  later  promoted 
to  Examiner.  He  was  with  the  State  from 
March  15,  1930,  to  October  15,  1934.  The 
latter  date  marks  the  beginning  of  his  asso- 
ciation with  the  Edgar  County  National  Bank 
in  Paris.  At  first  he  was  executive  vice-pres- 
ident, but  since  January,  1941,  he  has  been 
president.  The  bank  was  organized  in  April, 
1873,  and  has  successfully  served  Edgar 
County  for  all  the  four  score  years  since. 
The  first  president,  F.  W.  Levings,  served 
only  a  short  time.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rob- 
ert N.  Parrish,  who  served  until  his  death 
on  January  18,  1889.  After  his  death,  his 
son,  Edward  C.  Parrish,  was  elected  presi- 
dent and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  he 
died  on  January  16,  1897.  His  son,  Robert 
N.  Parrish  II,  then  served  in  the  presidency 
until  his  own  death  on  December  8,  1940. 
The  Parrish  family  through  three  generations 
headed  the  bank  for  about  sixty-six  years. 
Mr.  Lucas  has  also  made  a  record  for  leader- 
ship. The  bank  today  has  resources  in  excess 
of  $8,000,000.  He  has  guided  a  remodeling 
program,  completed  about  March  1,  1950,  en- 
abling the  bank  to  give  better  and  more  ef- 
ficient   service. 
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Mr.  Lucas  married  Mary  Etta  Former, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Tilda  Helen  (Mc- 
Nutt)  Fonner,  in  Paris  on  August  9,  1916. 
They  have  three  children — Byron  H.  Lucas, 
who  married  Emma  Lou  Conover  and  is  the 
father  of  William  Samuel  Lucas;  Herbert  E. 
Lucas  who  married  Betty  Jean  Saiter  and  is 
the  father  of  Cynthia  Ann  Lucas;  and  Norma 
Jean,  now  Mi*s.  Harold  B.  Luttrell  and  the 
mother  of  Sherry  Kay  Luttrell.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  W.  Lucas  reside  at  223  East  Madi- 
son Street,  Paris,  and  worship  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal   Church. 

Aside  from  serving  as  State  Bank  Ex- 
aminer, Mr.  Lucas  has  held  one  other  public 
office — that  of  township  clerk  in  Young 
America  Township,  Edgar  County.  This  post 
was  his  for  two  terms.  He  was  chairman 
of  Group  7,  Illinois  Bankers  Association,  for 
two  years  and  was  chairman  of  the  first  War 
Loan  drive  in  Edgar  County  in  World  War  II. 
He  is  past  master  of  Paris  Lodge,  No.  268, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and,  hold- 
er of  the  thirty-second  Masonic  degree,  is 
also  a  Noble  of  the  Shrine.  He  is  past  pres- 
ident but  still  influential  in  the  Paris  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Paris  Lodge,  No.  812,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  Bowling,  hunting  and 
fishing  are  his  sports.  Mr.  Lucas'  services 
to  the  community  are  recognized  as  of  out- 
standing value  in  its  past  and  future  develop- 
ment. 

GEORGE  WORTH  WILSON 

Launched  in  1935,  the  Wilson  Company  of 
Mattoon  has  become  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful establishments  in  the  sheet  metal  field  in 
downstate  Illinois.  Partner  in  the  original 
firm,  which  was  called  the  Wilson  Roofing 
Company,  George  Worth  Wilson — better 
known  as  G.  Worth  Wilson,  or  simply  as 
Worth  Wilson — is  sole  owner  of  the  present 
business.  He  is  a  man  who  in  World  War  II 
closed  down  his  civilian  operations  and  went 
into  the  nation's  all-out  war  construction  pro- 
gram. He  is  a  leader  in  church  and  health 
programs  in  the  community  and  also  active 
in  civic  and  fraternal  work. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  on  August  10,  1900, 
on  a  farm  near  Etna,  Coles  County,  the  son 
of  Nicholas  F.  and  Luella  (Moberly)  Wilson. 
His  father,  a  farmer  and  stockman,  was  the 
son  of  George  W.  and  Sarah  (Floyd)  Wilson, 
natives  of  Maryland  and  early  pioneers  in 
Coles  County.  His  mother's  parents  were  Wil- 
liam and  Martha  (Martin)  Moberly,  natives 
of  Kentucky.    Worth  Wilson  was  educated  in 


schools  at  Etna,  at  Eastern  State  College  in 
Charleston  and  at  the  Gem  City  Commercial 
College,  Quincy,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Wilson  left  the  farm  in  the  spring  of 
1922  and  established  residence  in  Mattoon. 
There  he  became  associated  with  the  Indus- 
trial Roofing  Contractors.  From  outside 
workman  he  advanced  to  bookkeeper,  office 
manager,  estimator-salesman  and  to  general 
manager.  In  1927  he  moved  to  Champaign 
as  manager  of  a  branch  office  and  shop. 
Three  years  later  he  became  manager  of 
the  Toronto,  Canada,  office  of  the  Hyatt 
Roofing  Company  of  Windsor,  Ontario.  The 
nation  was  well  into  depression  when  Mr. 
Wilson  returned  to  the  States  in  1932.  Hence 
it  was  not  until  1935  that,  in  partnership  with 
Everett  F.  Kent,  he  could  organize  the  Wil- 
son Roofing  Company  in  Mattoon.  Here  the 
partners  built  up  a  good  local  business  in 
sheet  metal  work,  roofing  and  warm  air  heat- 
ing. They  did  roofing  and  sheet  metal  work 
for  schools,  churches,  industrial  and  State 
and  Federal  structures.  Operations  were  usu- 
ally within  a  two-hundred-mile  radius,  but 
from  1939  to  1943  they  did  a  considerable 
amount  of  Government  work,  installing  warm- 
air  heating  in  Army  camps  such  as  Chanute 
Field,  Fort  Leonard  Wood,  Camp  Crowder 
and  Camp  Hood. 

Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Kent  terminated  their 
partnership  in  1943,  and  Mr.  Wilson  then 
became  sole  owner  of  the  business.  However, 
the  effects  of  the  war  on  local  conditions 
caused  him  to  close  up  shop  and  office  for 
about  a  year.  In  that  period  Mr.  Wilson 
was  employed  by  the  Kaiser  Shipbuilding  Cor- 
poration at  Vancouver,  Washington.  When 
he  returned  to  Mattoon  in  September,  1943, 
he  reopened  the  business  as  the  Wilson  Com- 
pany and  in  a  few  months  had  all  his  former 
employees  back  on  the  job.  The  business 
has  grown  considerably  since  then  and  con- 
tinues growing. 

Mr.  Wilson  married  Leonore  Phillips, 
daughter  of  James  H.  and  Mary  Ann  Phillips, 
natives  of  Hardin  County,  Kentucky,  at  Lou- 
isville, Illinois,  August  23,  1925.  Mrs.  Wil- 
son owned  and  operated  the  first  exclusive 
infants'  wear  shop  in  Mattoon,  1926-7.  She 
is  active  in  church  circles,  in  the  Red  Cross, 
the  Mattoon  Women's  Reading  Club  and  the 
Mattoon  Art  Club,  and  in  the  war  period 
was  active  in  the  U.S.O.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
live  at  1704  Marshall  Avenue,  Mattoon,  and 
their  church  is  the  Presbyterian.  Mr.  Wilson 
has  been  a  trustee  of  the  church  for  many 
years. 
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Mr.  Wilson  is  also  a  former  member  of 
the  board  of  the  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
serving  as  president  in  1947-8.  He  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  holds  the  thir- 
ty-second degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite.  He 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of 
Mattoon  and  has  a  record  for  continuous  at- 
tendance. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mattoon 
Historical  Society.  Travel  and  photography 
are  his  hobbies.  He  is  one  of  Mattoon's  popular 
citizens. 

POCKLINGTON  BROTHERS 

After  establishing  their  fame  as  breeders 
of  dairy  cattle,  the  Pocklington  Brothers  of 
the  Town  of  Nilwood,  in  Macoupin  County, 
have  gone  on  to  greater  fame  as  growers  and 
distributors  of  hybrid  seed  corn.  Their  activi- 
ties are  conducted  in  close  association  with  the 
University  of  Illinois  and  the  Farm  Bureau. 
There  are  six  brothers  in  the  business — 
Charles,  Walter,  Albert,  Elmer,  Irvin  and 
Evan. 

The  father  of  these  six  men  was  the  late 
Frank  W.  Pocklington  and  the  mother  is 
Emma  Pocklington.  The  father,  who  did  gen- 
eral farming,  owned  700  acres.  He  died  in 
1933.  There  is  another  son  in  the  family, 
Truman  James  Pocklington  (q.v.),  who,  in 
association  with  his  father-in-law,  Alfred  G. 
Schoeneman,  operates  a  dairy  farm  at  Ship- 
man,  Macoupin  County.  Also,  there  are  three 
daughters — Clara,  who  is  unmarried;  Emma, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  Leach  and  the  moth- 
er of  one  child,  and  Olive,  the  wife  of  John 
Bates  and  the  mother  of  three  children. 

In  the  latter  years  of  Frank  W.  Pockling- 
ton's  life  he  and  all  his  sons  did  general 
farming  and  raised  hogs  and  feeder  cattle. 
In  1940,  Truman  Pocklington,  after  marrying 
Allene  Schoeneman,  left  the  family  enterprise 
to  go  into  business  with  Mr.  Schoeneman. 
After  the  father's  death,  the  family  switched 
to  dairy  cattle  at  Nilwood  and  had  a  herd  of 
twenty-five,  averaging  487  pounds  of  butter 
fat.  Also,  they  maintained  breeding  stock. 
In  1935,  the  six  brothers  started  in  the  seed 
corn  business  and  in  the  early  1940's  began 
the  major  part  of  their  present-day  business. 
They  started  with  only  one  acre  in  hybrid  seed 
corn  and  the  following  year  expanded  to  five 
acres.  They  sold  their  crop  to  neighbors  and 
gradually  built  up  their  cultivation  to  400 
acres.  Now  they  average  15,000  bushels  of 
the  hybrid  seed  corn  a  year.  Also,  they 
handle  certified  seed  products,  including  oats 
and  soy  beans,  in  association  with  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  and  the  Farm  Bureau.  They 


have  about  one  hundred  farmer  sub-dealers, 
and  now  farm  807  acres.  The  firm  belongs  to 
the  Illinois  Independent  Seed  Producers  As- 
sociation. Elmer  Pocklington,  acting  as  secre- 
tary of  the  business,  maintains  the  books  on 
the  seed  corn  sales,  while  Albert,  Irvin  and 
Evan   Pocklington   are   in   charge  of  sales. 

Charles  Pocklington,  the  senior  in  the  busi- 
ness, married  Helda  Bates.  Walter,  second 
oldest  of  the  brothers,  married  Grace  Clark 
and  has  four  children.  Albert  Pocklington 
married  Frances  Calhoun  and  has  two  chil- 
dren. Elmer  Pocklington  married  Marjory 
Denby.  Irvin  Pocklington  married  Lucille 
Denby  and  has  two  children.  He  was  a  First 
Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Infantry  in 
World  War  II.  Evan  Pocklington  married 
Helen  Marko  and  has  two  children.  He  was 
with  the  United  States  Army  Air  Forces  in 
World  War  II.  All  the  brothers  are  well 
known  throughout  the  United  States  for  the 
high  quality  of  their  hybrid  seed  corn  and 
for  their  leadership  in  this  field. 

GEORGE  ALFRED  WRISLEY 

The  reputation  of  George  Alfred  Wrisley  of 
Chicago  as  a  business  leader  is  nationwide. 
Associated  with  various  companies,  he  is  vice 
president,  general  manager  and  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Allen  B.  Wrisley 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  6801  West 
65th  Street,  Chicago. 

Chicago  is  Mr.  Wrisley's  native  city.  Born 
on  September  18,  1895,  he  is  the  son  of  J. 
Burr  and  Edith  L.  (Pease)  Wrisley.  In  1916, 
he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Chemical  Engineering  at  the  University  of 
Illinois,  and  in  the  same  year  began  his  affiilia- 
tion  with  the  Allert  B.  Wrisley  Company.  In 
1922  he  was  elected  to  the  board  of  directors 
and  in  1927  he  was  made  vice  president  and 
general  manager.  He  is  also  on  the  boards 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Clearing  and  the  New- 
ridge    Chemical    Company. 

On  May  12,  1918,  in  Chicago,  Mr.  Wrisley 
married  Blanche  Michael.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  sons — George  A.  Wrisley,  David 
Burr  Wrisley  and  Allen  B.  Wrisley,  III.  The 
Wrisley  home  is  at  346  South  Seventh  Avenue, 
La  Grange. 

Mr.  Wrisley  has  given  much  time  to  the 
developments  in  the  field  of  education  and 
also  to  public  service,  especially  in  wartime. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  boards  of  trustees  of 
McCormick  Theological  Seminary  and  of  Rip- 
on  College  at  Ripon.  Wisconsin.  In  World 
War  I,  he  served  with  the  rank  of  Ensign  in 
the   United   States   Naval   Reserve   Force.    In 
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the  World  War  II  period,  he  was  with  the  War 
Production  Board,  active  in  the  soap  and 
glycerine  unit;  he  did  much  to  speed  vital 
war  production.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion,  the  Union  League  Club  and  the 
LaGrange  Country  Club.  Mr.  Wrisley  is 
known  for  the  progressive  work  he  has  done 
in  promoting  newer  and  more  efficient 
methods  of  production  in  his  field  and  in  gain- 
ing their  acceptance  by  the  industry. 

HERBERT  DWIGHT  SHORT 

The  "department  store  of  good  insurance" 
is  a  popular  designation  at  Champaign  for 
the  insurance  firm  known  as  the  Herbert  D. 
Short  and  Son  Agency,  headquartered  at  207 
West  Clark  Street.  Founded  in  1933  by  Her- 
bert Dwight  Short  and  now  operated  by  him 
and  his  son  Rodney,  the  agency  is  one  of  the 
largest  enterprises  in  its  field  in  Champaign 
County.  Its  founder,  who  is  known  through- 
out the  insurance  world,  is  an  outstanding 
citizen  who  has  taken  leadership  in  numerous 
civic  programs  and  who  is  known  for  the 
soundness  of  the  advice  he  has  given  business 
men   of   his   community. 

Mr.  Short  was  born  at  Coffeen,  Montgom- 
ery County,  on  November  30,  1900,  the  son 
of  Hiram  Edgar  Short,  a  native  of  Fillmore 
and  a  grocery  merchant  until  his  death,  and 
Mary  Ellen  (Mathewson)  Short,  a  native  of 
Greenville  in  Bond  County.  The  late  General 
Walter  Short  of  Pearl  Harbor  fame,  a  grad- 
uate of  West  Point  and  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois, was  the  first  cousin  of  Hiram  Edgar  Short, 
father  of  Herbert  D.  Short.  Herbert  D.  Short 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Cof- 
feen and  the  preparatory  school  of  Greenville 
College.  He  was  a  reporter  on  the  college 
paper  and  held  office  in  the  senior  class.  In 
his  early  years  Mr.  Short  worked  with  his 
father  in  the  grocery  store  at  Coffeen.  From 
1922  to  1933  he  was  that  community's  Post- 
master. In  between,  briefly — in  1921 — he 
was  employed  by  the  Denver  Post,  circula- 
tion department,  at  Denver,  Colorado.  He 
began  his  insurance  career  at  Champaign  in 
July,  1933,  when  he  was  appointed  general 
agent  for  the  Federal  Reserve  Life  Insurance 
Company,  a  post  he  resigned  in  June,   1935. 

At  that  time  Mr.  Short  established  his  own 
general  agency.  He  has  been  General  Agent 
for  the  North  American  Accident  Insurance 
Company  since  then.  In  1948,  Mr.  Short 
and  his  staff  of  eight — including  his  son, 
then  assistant  manager — celebrated  the  fif- 
teenth anniversary  of  "Champaign's  Depart- 
ment Store  of  Insurance."  In  November,  1949, 


the  agency  moved  into  a  building  purchased 
and  remodeled  by  Mr.  Short,  and  the  name 
was  changed  to  its  present  Herbert  D.  Short 
and  Son  Agency,  Rodney  K.  Short  having 
become  a  member  of  the  firm.  Mr.  Short's 
insurance  coverages  embrace  the  fields  of 
fire,  casualty  and  auto,  aircraft  and  life,  ac- 
cident, health  and  hospitalization  insurance; 
also  bonds. 

Mr.  Short  first  married  Susie  Larue  Kelly, 
foster  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Kelly 
of  Irving.  She  died  in  February,  1939.  On 
June  16,1940,  he  married  May  Irene  Steele, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mont  Steele 
of  Havana,  Illinois.  The  son  is  Mr.  Short's 
oldest  child.  He  married  Norma  Jane  Dodds 
and  is  the  father  of  Timothy  and  Kimberlin 
Short.  He  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  II. 
There  are  also  two  daughters — Constance 
Ruth,  now  Mrs.  Kenneth  Knox  and  mother  of 
Carolyn  Sue  and  Scott  Knox;  and  Mary  Pa- 
tricia, now  Mrs.  Paul  Jay  and  mother  of 
Gregory  Jay.  Mr.  Short's  home  is  at  807 
West  Church  Street,  Champaign.  He  also  has 
a  summer  home  at  Baldwin  Beach,  Quiver 
Lake,  Havana. 

Mr.  Short  helped  organize  the  Champaign 
County  Chapter  of  War  Dads  and  was  secre- 
tary in  1945,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the 
Illinois  State  Committee.  In  1948,  he  was 
co-chairman  of  the  Champaign  County  Cancer 
Fund  campaign  and  for  several  years  he  was 
a  committee  chairman  in  the  drives  of  the 
Champaign  County  Community  Chest.  He  par- 
ticipates in  numerous  other  fund-raising 
drives.  Among  the  organizations  to  which  Mr. 
Short  belongs  are  the  Champaign  Lodge,  Be- 
nevolent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Cham- 
paign Chamber  of  Commerce;  Urbana  Asso- 
ciation of  Commerce;  Life  Underwriters  As- 
sociation; Campus  Business  Men's  Associa- 
tion; Champaign-Urbana  Insurance  Agents' 
Association,  and  the  Urbana  Golf  and  Country 
Club.  He  and  his  family  worship  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Champaign.  It  has  been 
said  of  him:  "He  has  a  likeable  personality, 
a  friendly  disposition,  and  is  capable,  of  mak- 
ing true  friends  wherever  he  goes — a  man 
with  a  kind  and  generous  heart,  popular 
among  rich  and  poor." 

HONORABLE  GLEN  WILLIAM 
BRADEN 

Moultrie  County,  with  its  population  of 
about  15,000,  has  made  considerable  progress 
in  crime  prevention  and  law  enforcement 
under  the  leadership  of  its  progressive  Sher- 
iff,   Glen    William    Braden.    From    his    head- 
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quarters  at  the  county  seat,  Sullivan,  Sheriff 
Braden  has  directed  a  crime  control  program 
distinguished  by  the  most  modern  methods. 
He  is  a  veteran  of  the  Sullivan  Police  Force 
and  of  amphibious  landings  in  the  Pacific  in 
World  War  II. 

Sheriff  Braden  was  born  at  Harrisburg, 
seat  of  Saline  County,  on  October  12,  1913, 
the  son  of  Silas  O.  Braden,  also  a  native  of 
that  city,  and  a  salesman,  and  of  Olive  (Bish- 
op) Braden,  born  in  that  county  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Bishop.  The  future 
Sheriff  completed  his  public  school  education 
in  the  high  school  at  Pontiac,  Michigan.  He 
received  special  training  for  his  career  as  a 
peace  officer  at  the  Federal  Bureau  of  In- 
vestigation National  Academy  in  Washington, 
D.  C. 

From  1929  to  1939  Sheriff  Braden  worked 
for  the  Brown  Shoe  Company  at  Sullivan,  Il- 
linois. He  left  this  job  to  join  the  Sullivan 
police  department,  with  which  he  remained 
until  in  1943  when  he  went  into  the  Navy 
for  his  World  War  II  service.  Following  his 
enlistment  and  basic  training,  Sheriff  Braden 
was  attached  to  the  Seventh  Amphibious  For- 
ces. He  participated  in  the  initial  landings  at 
Palawan  and  Cebu,  Philippine  Islands,  and  at 
Borneo  by  way  of  Brunei  Bay.  He  was  award- 
ed the  American  Area  Campaign  Ribbon,  the 
Asiatic,  Pacific,  Philippine  Liberation  and 
World  War  II  Victory  Medals.  His  separation 
from  the  service  occurred  on  January  3,  1946. 
He  returned  to  Sullivan  and  in  November, 
1946,  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Moultrie  County 
for  a  four-year  term,  and  he  has  since  distin- 
guished himself  as  the  head  of  the  county's 
law  enforcement  program. 

Sheriff  Braden  married  Ruth  Bass,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alva  Bass,  at  Shel- 
byville  on  April  25,  1934.  They  have  two 
children — Jacqueline  Ann  Braden,  who  was 
born  in  1935,  and  Gary  Michael  Braden,  who 
was  born  in  1941.  The  family  lives  at  14  North 
Hamilton  Street,  Sullivan,  and  worships  in  the 
Christian  Church. 

The  Sheriff  is  prominent  in  the  Illinois 
Sheriffs  Association,  the  Young  Democrats  of 
Illinois,  the  F.  B.  I.  National  Academy  Gradu- 
ates, the  Illinois  Veterans'  League,  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  County  Officials,  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the  Sullivan  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  the  American  Legion  and 
the  Sullivan  Lodge,  Ancient  Free  and  Accep- 
ted Masons.  His  favorite  recreations  are  base- 
ball and  hunting.  Moultrie  County  looks  to 
him  for  leadership  in  further  development  of 


the  county  and  to  making  it  the  kind  of  area 
in  which  industry,  commerce  and  culture  will 
flourish. 

ROY  McGUIRE  HAMILTON 

A  noted  industrialist,  Roy  McGuire  Hamil- 
ton of  Decatur  is  also  known  for  his  associa- 
tion with  the  James  Millikin  interests.  An 
alumnus  himself  of  James  Millikin  Univer- 
sity in  Decatur,  Mr.  Hamilton  is  associated 
with  the  university  as  a  trustee  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  managers,  with  the  Jamea 
Millikin  Estate  as  a  trustee  and  with  the 
Millikin  National  Bank  and  Millikin  Trust 
Company  in  Decatur  as  a  director. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  born  in  Harristown,  Illi- 
nois, on  February  10,  1888,  the  son  of  Richard 
Mentor  Hamilton  and  Mary  Eleanor  (Mc- 
Guire) Hamilton.  His  father,  who  was  born 
near  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  18  4  0,  was  a 
farmer  who  served  in  the  Union  Army  with 
the  rank  of  Captain  and  afterward  was  a 
leading  figure  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. Roy  Hamilton  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Commerce  and  Finance 
from  James  Millikin  University  in  1910.  At 
the  university  he  played  football  and  baseball 
and  went  out  for  track  and  was  elected  to 
Sigma    Alpha    Epsilon,    the    social    fraternity. 

In  1911  and  1912  Mr.  Hamilton  was  as 
sistant  can  goods  buyer  for  Oakford  and 
Fahnestock,  wholesale  grocery  concern  of 
Peoria.  From  1912  to  1919  he  was  a  ranchei 
at  Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  Since  1919  he  has  been 
associated  with  the  Union  Iron  works  and  the 
Beall  Improvement  Company  at  Decatur.  At 
present,  he  is  vice  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Union  Iron  Works. 

On  February  6,  1916,  at  Decatur,  M*. 
Hamilton  married  Alice  Natalie  Dempsey,  the 
daughter  of  Henry  Clay  and  Jane  (Hawks) 
Dempsey.  Also  well  known  in  civic  and  social 
circles,  Mrs.  Hamilton  is  president  of  the 
Millikin  Dames.  She  is  active  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Decatur,  in  which  Mr. 
Hamilton  is  an  elder.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton 
are  the  parents  of  two  daughters — Katherine 
Louise,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  Ira  Young 
and  the  mother  of  James  Hamilton  Young  and 
Alice  Louise  Young;  and  Janet  Isabelle,  now 
the  wife  of  Robert  P.  Jett  and  the  mother  of 
Mary  Frances  Jett  and  David  Hamilton  Jett. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  reside  at  531  Crea 
Street,  Decatur. 

Besides  his  service  on  the  boards  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Millikin  National  Bank  and  Milli- 
kin Trust  Company,  and  on  the  boards  of 
trustees  and  managers  of  James  Millikin  Uni- 
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versity  and  as  a  trustee  of  the  Millikin  estate, 
Mr.  Hamilton  is  active  in  civic  affairs  and  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
his  political  belief,  while  gardening  is  his 
hobby  and  golf  is  his  favorite  sport.  He  has 
given  Decatur  and  the  university  aggressive 
and  able  direction  in  their  joint  progressive 
growth. 

HONORABLE  ALOIS  M.  FELDMAN 

For  more  than  a  score  of  years  the  Honor- 
able Alois  M.  Feldman  has  served  his  native 
Lincoln  as  City  Councilman  and  Mayor,  and 
for  all  the  period  of  his  adult  life  he  has 
given  service  in  other  capacities.  In  addition 
to  now  serving  in  the  city's  chief  office, 
Mayor  Feldman  operates  the  Feldman  Print- 
ing and  Supply  Company  in  the  Logan  Coun- 
ty  seat. 

Mayor  Feldman  was  born  in  Lincoln  on 
August  15,  1884,  the  son  of  Bernard  and 
Elizabeth  (Boeger)  Feldman.  His  father, 
also  an  Illinoisan  by  birth,  spent  most  of  his 
life  as  a  hotel  manager.  He  was  well  known 
throughout  the  state.  The  future  Mayor  went 
through  grade  school  in  Lincoln  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  fourteen.  Then  he  be- 
came an  apprentice,  or  printer's  devil,  in  the 
employ  of  the  Paul  F.  Mueller  Printing  Shop 
in  Linco'ri.  In  1915  Mr.  Feldman  opened  his  own 
printing  shop  in  that  city,  and  this  business, 
called  the  Feldman  Printing  and  Supply  Com- 
pany, he  has  continued  to  operate  since  that 
time.  He  does  a  general  commercial  printing  op- 
eration and  also  sells  a  full  line  of  office  sup- 
plies and  stationery. 

In  1906  Mr.  Feldman  married  Mary  Has- 
senstab,  also  a  native  of  Lincoln.  They  have 
two  children — Carl  A.  Feldman,  who  married 
Helen  Simon  and  is  the  father  of  Robert  J. 
and  Ruth  Ann  Feldman;  and  Elizabeth,  now 
the  wife  of  John  Coogan  and  the  mother  of 
Mary  Catherine  and  Stephen  Michael  Coo- 
gan. 

Mr.  Feldman  began  serving  on  the  Lincoln 
City  Council  in  the  late  1920's.  In  1949,  he 
was  a  successful  candidate  for  Mayor  of  the 
city,  and  since  then  he  has  given  his  fellow 
citizens  a  most  progressive  and  enlightened 
administration,  instituting  many  civic  im- 
provements. He  is  active  in  the  Rotary  Club 
of  Lincoln,  in  the  Lincoln  Lodge  of  the  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose  and  the  Logan  County  Coun- 
cil, Knights  of  Columbus.  Landscaping  and 
gardening  are  his  hobbies.  That  he  has  won 
the  confidence  and  love  of  his  constituents 
is  apparent  to   everyone. 


LEONARD  SAMUEL  MILLER 

Miller  and  Son  Motor  Company,  dealers 
in  Dodge  and  Plymouth  passenger  cars  and 
Dodge  trucks,  is  one  of  the  outstanding  con- 
cerns not  only  in  its  field  but  in  any  field  in 
the  Mattoon  area.  Founded  by  James  Samuel 
Miller  in  1909,  when  he  launched  a  livery 
business  in  Mattoon,  the  firm  is  today  manag- 
ed by  his  son,  Leonard  Samuel  Miller,  an  in- 
dividual who  has  ranked  high  among  the  citi- 
zens of  his  community  for  years.  Mr.  Miller 
is  not  only  a  former  City  Commissioner  but 
also  a  former  president  of  varous  major  civic 
organizations.  He  is  known  also  for  the  sup- 
port he  has  given  high  school  athletics. 

Leonard  Samuel  Miller  was  born  in  Mat- 
toon on  February  22,  1911.  The  story  of  the 
life  and  career  of  his  father,  James  Samuel 
Miller,  also  a  native  of  Coles  County  and  still 
active  in  the  automobile  business  and  Mat- 
toon's  civic  life,  is  told  elsewhere  in  this  Illi- 
nois edition  of  the  Library  of  American  Lives. 
Leonard  Miller's  mother  is  the  former  Bess 
Hilligoss,  daughter  of  George  and  Kate  Hilli- 
goss. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  graduate  of  the  grade 
schools  of  Mattoon  and  the  Mattoon  High 
School.  He  attended  DePauw  University, 
Greencastle,  Indiana,  for  one  year.  When  he 
was  sixteen  and  still  in  high  school,  Leonard 
Miller  began  selling  automobiles  for  his  fa- 
ther, then  the  owner  of  the  Ford  agency  in 
Mattoon.  For  three  years,  too,  Mr.  Miller  was 
the  agent  in  Mattoon  for  the  Massachusetts 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.  In  1933, 
when  his  father  took  over  the  Dodge  and 
Plymouth  agency  and  distributorship,  he  join- 
ed him  in  business,  and  since  then  the  firm 
has  been  known  as  Miller  and  Son  Motor 
Company.  The  son  is  not  only  an  equal  part- 
ner but  the  manager  of  the  enterprise. 

Leonard  Samuel  Miller  and  Martha  C.  Spitz, 
daughter  of  Frank  X.  and  Clara  Spitz,  were 
married  in  Mattoon  on  June  10,  1937.  For 
ten  years  previous  to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Mil- 
ler was  a  teacher  in  the  Mattoon  public 
school  system.  Since  her  marriage  she  has 
been  active  as  a  Leader  in  the  Girl  Scout  move- 
ment and  in  other  civic  and  social  programs 
as  well  as  in  the  Mattoon  Country  Club  and 
various  other  organizations.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  have  two  daughters,  Mary  Linda  and 
Martha  Ann.  The  Miller  home  is  at  809 
Charleston  Avenue,  Mattoon. 

Mr.  Miller,  active  in  all  phases  of  civic  life, 
was  president  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Mat- 
toon in  19  38.    He  had  previously  been  a  mem- 


254 


.""IIBRARY     OF     AMERICAN    LIVES 


HONORABLE  ALOIS  M.  FELDMAN 


ber  of  the  club's  board  of  directors  for  a  year. 
He  was  president  of  the  Mattoon  Country 
Club  in  19  49.  For  one  year  he  was  vice 
president  and  for  two  years  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Mattoon  As- 
sociation of  Commerce.  In  1948  he  was  vice 
president  of  the  Mattoon  Athletic  Associa- 
ton.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mattoon 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  Mr.  Miller  is  not  only  an  ardent  sup- 
porter but  an  equally  enthusiastic  follower 
of  the  football  and  baseball  teams  of  the  Mat- 
toon High  School.  He  also  enjoys  golf,  hunt- 
ing and  fishing.  He  is  a  Republican.  His  in- 
fluence has  stimulated  Mattoon  and  the  sur- 
rounding area  to  growth  and  prosperity. 

JAMES  SAMUEL  MILLER 

There  was  a  time  when  James  Samuel  Mil- 
ler of  Mattoon  was  a  dealer  in  that  city  for 
the  Oakland  automobile  so  early  in  the  history 
of  that  vehicle  was  he  active  in  the  business. 
Today  Mr.  Miller  handles  Dodge  automobiles 
and  trucks  and  Plymouth  automobiles.  One 
of  the  outstanding  personalities  in  Mattoon's 
commercial  life,  he  is  a  former  president  of 
the  Mattoon  Association  of  Commerce.  His 
son,  Leonard  Samuel  Miller,  is  associated  in 
business  with   him. 

Born  in  Coles  County,  not  far  from  Mat- 
toon, on  October  7,  18  81,  James  Samuel,  Mil- 
ler is  the  son  of  William  and  Matilda  Cath- 
erine (Ellison)  Miller.  His  father,  a  native 
of  Indiana,  was  a  farmer  in  Coles  County.  A 
farmer  most  of  his  early  life,  James  Samuel 
Miller  remained  for  a  time  on  the  farm  with 
his  father  after  completing  his  education, 
which  he  obtained  in  the  Coles  County  grade 
schools.  In  1909,  Mr.  Miller  left  the  farm  to 
go  into  a  business  which  was,  only  a  few  years 
later,  to  lead  him  into  the  automobile  busi- 
ness. That  earlier  enterprise  was  a  livery 
stable  which  he  established  in  Mattoon.  In 
1913,  he  gave  up  the  livery  business  to  be- 
come dealer  for  the  Oakland  automobile  in 
Mattoon  and  the  surrounding  territories.  Soon 
afterward  in  the  same  year  he  also  took  over 
the  dealership  for  the  National,  Lexington, 
Hupmobile  and  Cadillac  cars,  and  this  group, 
together  with  the  Oakland,  he  handled  until 
192  5.  In  that  latter  year  he  assumed  the 
agency  for  Ford  cars  and  trucks  in  Mat- 
toon territory.  Since  1933,  however,  he  has 
had  the  agency  and  distributorship  in  the 
Mattoon  area  for  Dodge  passenger  cars,  Dodge 
trucks  and  Plymouth  passenger  cars.  In  the 
years  he  has  built  up  his  business  Mr.  Miller 
has  become  a  popular  figure  in  Mattoon. 


On  December  31,  1906,  Mr.  Miller  married 
Bess  Hilligoss,  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Kate  Hilligoss,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
in  Mattoon.  She  is  active  in  the  First  Meth- 
odist Church  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
have  two  sons — Leonard  Samuel,  who  mar- 
ried Martha  C.  Miller  and  is  the  father  of 
Mary  Linda  and  Martha  Ann  Miller,  and  who 
is  the  subject  of  a  separate  biography  in  this 
Illinois  Edition  of  the  Library  of  American 
Lives;  and  Egbert  Eugene,  who  married  Eliza- 
beth  Irwin  of   Charleston,   Illinois. 

James  Samuel  Miller  not  only  served  one 
term  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Mat- 
toon Association  of  Commerce  but  one  term  as 
director  of  that  civic  organization.  He  con- 
tinues influential  in  the  association.  He  is  a 
former  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Mat- 
toom;  and  is  active  in  the  Mattoon  Lodge, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  order  of  Elks, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Mattoon  Country 
Club,  to  which  he  has  belonged  since  its 
earliest  days.  He,  too,  worships  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church.  One  of  Mr.  Miller's  major 
recreational  interests  has  been  upland  game 
hunting,  such  as  quail,  rabbits,  ducks,  pheas- 
ants and  geese.  He  has  owned  hundreds  of 
very  fine  pointer  and  setter  bird  dogs.  Always 
in  the  best  of  health,  Mr.  Miller  has  had  the 
energy  and  the  acumen  to  serve  his  city  well, 

JOHN  LESTER  BUFORD,  LL.D. 

The  work  Dr.  John  Lester  Buford  has  done 
in  Mount  Vernon  and  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
toward  improving  the  condition  of  education, 
raising  the  standards  of  personnel  and  peda- 
gogy and  aiding  in  the  reorganization  of  the 
state's  schools  has  made  him  a  figure  of  im- 
portance in  the  entire  pedagogical  world.  He 
has  achieved  this  eminent  position  through  his 
activities  as  superintendent  of  the  elementary 
and  junior  high  schools  of  Mount  Vernon, 
as  an  officer  in  local,  state  and  national  edu- 
cational organizations,  as  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Committee  for  the  reorganization 
of  the  State's  Schools  and  as  a  leading  figure 
in   religious   and   civic   activities. 

Dr.  Buford  was  born  in  Union  County  on 
February  25,  1898,  the  son  of  John  Robert 
and  Susan  (Hartline)  Buford,  both  also  na- 
tives of  that  county.  His  father,  a  staunch 
Republican,  was  prominent  as  a  farmer  and 
church  worker.  The  future  educator  received 
his  own  early  education  in  the  rural  schools 
of  Johnson  County,  then  went  to  Cypress,  to 
complete  the  eighth  grade.  At  this  point  he 
received  his  first  certificate  to  teach,  and 
began   his    career    in    the    rural    schools.     He 
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continued  to  teach  and  to  go  to  school  until 
his  high  school  work  was  completed  at  South- 
ern Illinois  Normal  University  in  Carbondale. 
Then  in  1928  he  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  at  that  institution,  now  known  as 
Southern  Illinois  University,  and  in  1939,  aft- 
er considerable  postgraduate  work,  he  was 
awarded  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  the 
University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor.  He  was 
elementary  principal  at  Carbondale  and  West 
Frankfort;  superintendent  at  Galatia;  high 
school  principal  at  Eldorado  and  Johnston 
City,  and  has  been  elementary  school  superin- 
tendent in  Mount  Vernon  since  1937. 

In  1928  Dr.  Buford  married  Dorothy  Dra- 
per of  Carbondale,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Draper.  Her  father  was  a  teach- 
er in  the  Carbondale  High  School  for  many 
years.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Buford  are  the  parents 
of  three  children — Richard  H.,  born  in  1929, 
a  student  (1950)  at  the  University  of  Illinois; 
Barbara  Jane,  born  in  1932,  graduated  from 
Mount  Vernon  High  School  now  attending  the 
University  of  Illinois,  and  John  Philip,  born 
in  1934,  a  sophomore  (1950)  at  the  high 
school.  Mrs.  Buford  is  active  in  church  and 
social  affairs  and  in  study  clubs.  The  family 
worships  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Mount  Vernon.  He  is  a  Sunday  School  teach- 
er and  member  of  the  church's  official  board. 
Also,  he  serves  on  the  Board  of  Publications 
of  the  Methodist  Church    (National). 

Dr.  Buford's  achievements  as  an  educator 
brought  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws,  bestowed  upon  him  by  McKendree 
College  at  Lebanon.  He  has  taken  work  to- 
ward a  Doctor's  degree  in  education  at  the 
University  of  Illinois.  During  his  administra- 
tion in  Mount  Vernon  he  has  raised  teaching 
personnel  standards  by  obtaining  pay  in- 
creases running  from  the  original  $840-1080 
scale  to  the  present  $2400-4200  scale,  based 
on  preparation  and  years  of  experience.  Also, 
he  was  instrumental  in  floating  a  bond  issue 
of  $2,500,000  for  improvement  of  schools. 
The  building  program  he  set  in  motion  assures 
good  school  structures  for  all  Mount  Ver- 
non's children.  He  represents  Illinois  on  the 
directorate  of  the  National  Education  Asso- 
ciation and  was  legislative  chairman  for  the 
Southwestern  Division  of  the  Illinois  Educa- 
tion Association.  He  is  a  past  president  of 
the  Rotary  Club  and  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. In  1934  and  1936  he  was  Republican 
candidate  for  Congress  in  the  old  25th  dis- 
trict. One  of  the  achievements  of  which  Dr 
Buford   is   especially   proud   is  that  he   made 


the  elementary  schools  a  part  of  the  com- 
munity. His  work  has  won  him  the  admira- 
tion  of  all  Jefferson   County. 

OSCAR  LEE  TURNER 

When  Oscar  Lee  Turner  of  Harrisburg  be- 
gan his  career,  which  was  at  the  age  of 
twelve,  he  earned  one  dollar  a  week.  He  has 
since  overcome  the  handicaps  of  a  limited 
education  by  becoming  one.  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Southern  Illinois  and  an  in- 
fluential and  valuable  public-spirited  citizen. 
Mr.  Turner  may  be  regarded  as  a  pioneer 
in  the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  his 
section  of  the  State.  Today  he  is  the  operator 
of  theaters  not  only  in  Harrisburg  but  Eldo- 
rado and  ten  other  Southern  Illinois  com- 
munities. He  is  also  in  the  lumber  business 
and  in  real  estate,  and  has  participated  in 
all  major  community  enterprises  and  events. 
His  theater  firm  is  Turner-Farrar  Theaters, 
with  headquarters  in  Harrisburg. 

Mr.  Turner  was  born  in  Saline  County  on 
March  29,  1887,  the  fourth  of  five  children. 
His  parents  were  Joseph  B.  Turner,  a  farm- 
er, and  Mary  Ellen  (Welch)  Turner,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  the  same  county,  the  latter 
of  a  Kentucky  family.  Oscar  Turner  went 
through  the  fourth  grade  in  the  public  schools 
of  Saline  County.  At  twelve,  and  for  a  dol- 
lar a  week,  he  drove  a  delivery  wagon.  His 
employer  taught  him  bookkeeping  and  he  re- 
mained with  him  until  he  was  fifteen,  when 
he  received  $2.25  a  week.  He  then  ran 
errands  for  the  men  who  built  the  electric 
power  plant  in  Harrisburg,  receiving  $3  a 
week  and  then  became  a  lineman  in  which 
capacity  he  served  three  years  climbing  poles. 
Next,  for  $15  a  month,  he  trimmed  carbon 
lamps,  fired  boilers  and  worked  in  an  ice 
plant.  In  1905  he  went  to  work  for  the 
O'Gara  Coal  Company,  as  an  engineer  in  the 
mines.  When  he  left  the  mines,  he  went  into 
business  for  himself,  as  an  electrical  contrac- 
tor. One  of  his  jobs  was  the  wiring  of  the 
first  motion  picture  theater  in  Harrisburg. 
This  was  in  1906.  He  installed  the  projec- 
tion machines  and  learned  how  to  operate 
them.  He  then  went  to  Wisconsin  and 
installed  other  machines.  In  1908,  he  re- 
turned to  Harrisburg  to  work  for  the  light 
company,  but  at  the  same  time  became  man- 
ager of  a  five^cent  theater.  In  August,  1908, 
Mr.  Turner  bought  the  Star  and  Odeon  The- 
aters in  Harrisburg,  paying  $1,000  for  them. 
He  paid  $50  down  and  $50  a  week.  In  1910, 
he  built  the   Orpheum   Theater  and  in   1912 
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the  Colonial.  At  about  this  time  Mr.  Turner 
formed  the  Colonial  Amusement  Company, 
of  which  he  was  president.  This  firm  estab- 
lished theaters  at  Eldorado  and  Mount  Car- 
mel.  Upon  his  retirement  from  the  company 
in  1914,  he  built  the  Grand  Theater  in  Har- 
risburg, and  this  he  operated  until  1925, 
when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the  Colo- 
nial Amusement  Company,  with  which  he 
then  operated  until  1936.  In  that  year  the 
Turner-Farrar  Theaters  partnership  was 
formed.  It  now  operates  in  twelve  Southern 
Illinois  communities.  Mr.  Turner  is  also  on 
the  board  of  the  Harrisburg  Lumber  Com- 
pany. 

On  June  13,  1913,  he  married  Ethel  Doo- 
ly, the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Dooly 
of  Harrisburg.  They  had  three  children — 
Cuba,  now  Mrs.  John  Schonert;  Bernice,  de- 
ceased, and  O.  L.  Turner,  who  is  now  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  theater  busi- 
ness. The  family  worships  in  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Mr.  Turner  served  on  the  rationing  board 
for  Saline  County  in  World  War  II.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Harrisburg  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Harrisburg 
and  various  Masonic  bodies,  including  the  An- 
cient and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  and  Ainad 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  at  East  St.  Louis.  He  is  a 
Republican.  His  hobby  is  working  in  his  mod- 
ern home  workshop.  He  has  established  him- 
self among  the  foremost  group  of  men  work- 
ing in  the  interest  of  Southern  Illinois  and 
its  people. 

WILLIAM  H.  LINN  and 
WILLIAM  R.  SCRUGGS 

Linn  and  Scruggs  is  an  institution  in  De- 
catur which  draws  patronage  from  all  areas 
of  Illinois  and  which  has  a  reputation  of  na- 
tional proportions.  Its  founders,  William 
Henry  Linn  and  William  Reaves  Scruggs, 
have  Ions  been  deceased,  but  through  the 
great  store  which  is  their  monument  their 
memory  lingers  in  the  world  as  does  their  in- 
fluence in  the  community  and  in  the  field  of 
merchandising.  Both  were  merchants  of  great 
stature,  but  Mr.  Linn  was  the  man  who  was 
noted  for  the  business  drive,  while  Mr. 
Scruggs  was  the  man  of  personality  through 
whose  personal  contact  the  buying  public  was 
attracted  to  the  store.  Today,  as  in  the  Life- 
time of  the  two  founders,  Linn  and  Scruggs 
serves  the  community  with  rare  skill. 

The  elder  of  the  two  partners,  William  H. 
Linn,    was    born    in    Woodstock,    Virginia,    on 


September  1,  182  4,  one  of  a  large  family  of 
children  born  to  Henry  and  Rebecca  Linn  of 
that  city.  William  R.  Scruggs  was  a  native 
of  the  Old  Dominion,  having  been  born  in 
Bedford  County  on  February  15,  1828.  His 
birth  occured  on  the  plantation  of  his  father, 
Reaves  Richard  Scruggs,  an  outstanding  resi- 
dent of  the  Colony  and  later  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  was  a  selectman  and  served  on  the 
King's  Council  for  his  area  of  the  Colony. 
The  older  brother  of  William  R.  Scruggs  was 
Richard  Scruggs,  one  of  the  founders  and  op- 
erators of  Scruggs,  Vandervoort  and  Barney, 
the  big  department  store  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri. 

As  a  youth  William  H.  Linn  attended  Pied- 
mont Academy  near  Winchester,  Virginia. 
Later  he  learned  the  dry  goods  business  and 
was  employed  in  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis 
as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  He 
became  the  friend  and  associate  of  virtually 
every  famous  merchant  prince  of  his  time. 

In  18  60,  Mr.  Linn  married  Mary  Ann 
Eaches  of  Virginia,  the  widow  of  Nathaniel 
Blackstone.  The  wedding  took  place  in  St. 
Louis.  Mr.  Scruggs  was  at  this  time  success- 
fully established  as  a  merchant  in  Belleville, 
seat  of  Saint  Clair  County,  Illinois,  and  here 
his  son,  William  Walton  Linn,  was  born  in 
1862. 

Mr.  Scruggs  did  not  attend  college,  but  re- 
ceived his  education  in  what  was  known  as 
an  old  field  school.  He  worked  on  his  father's 
plantation  and  in  various  fields  of  business. 
When  the  War  Between  the  States  broke  out, 
he  went  into  the  Confederate  Army  and  served 
until  the  end  of  the  conflict.  On  his  return 
to  civilian  life,  he  became  a  salesman  for 
William  I.  Peak  and  Company  in  New  York 
City  and  here  he  met  William  H.  Linn,  his 
future  partner,  the  latter  having  been  a  fre- 
quent visitor  in  the  metropolis,  where  he  did 
the  buying  for  his  business. 

Mr.  Scruggs  married  Maimie  Chadsey  in 
New  York  City  on  March  2  7,  18  67,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  Sally  Linn  Scruggs,  who 
was  married  to  Benjamin  Jinkins,  and  Reaves 
Richard  Scruggs  who  married  Bessie  McCabe. 
Both  families  are  childess. 

It  was  Mr.  Linn's  decision  to  leave  Belle- 
ville and  establish  himself  at  Decatur  which 
brought  the  partners  together.  He  was  a  busi- 
ness friend  of  Richard  Scruggs'  and  had  com- 
municated to  him  his  belief  that  mid-state 
Illinois  offered  greater  opportunities  for  ex- 
pansion than  Belleville.  Richard  Scruggs 
agreed  and  suggested  that  his  younger  bro- 
Linn  and  William  Scruggs  discussed  the  part- 
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ther  William  be  made  a  partner  of  Mr. 
Linn's  at  Decatur.  Mr.  Linn  and  William 
Scruggs  discussed  the  partnership  several 
times  and  found  they  could  work  together 
harmoniously  and  profitably.  In  18  69,  with 
Richard  Scruggs  the  sponsor,  the  partner- 
ship of  Linn  and  Scruggs  was  created.  Mr. 
Linn  moved  his  merchandise  and  family  to 
Decatur  and  Mr.  Scruggs  moved  his  family 
from  New  York, State  to  the  Illinois  com- 
munity. The  partnership  was  soon  to  prove 
a  successful  arrangement,  for  Mr.  Scruggs' 
kind  and  courtly  manner  and  his  friendly 
approach  and  his  sales  ability,  coupled  with 
Mr.  Linn's  merchandising  skill,  established 
the  business  in  the  hearts  of  the  public. 
Linn  and  Scruggs,  as  a  concern  to  be  ever 
afterward  noted  in  the  history  of  Macon 
County,  opened  its  doors  in  Decatur  on  Octo 
ber  11,  1869.  Mr.  Linn  did  all  the  buying  and 
made  annual  trips  to  New  York  for  this  pur- 
pose. On  one  occasion  he  went  from  Decatur 
to  Indinapolis  on  horseback  to  catch  his  New 
York  train.  In  New  York  Mr.  Linn  became  a 
close  friend  of  A.  T.  Stewart,  head  of  the 
famed  dry  goods  concern  and  department 
store  which  afterward  became  John  Wana- 
maker's  New  York  store.  Their  great  bond 
was  their  love  of  hunting  and  of  fine  dogs 
and  fine  guns.  Mr.  Stewart  kept  urging  Mr. 
Linn  to  open  a  New  York  bank  account  and 
even  took  Mr.  Linn  to  meet  the  president  of 
his  own  bank  in  Gotham.  Mr.  Linn  felt  that 
the  Linn  and  Scruggs  business  was  too  small 
to  warrant  the  expense  of  such  an  account, 
but  with  friendly  courtesies  the  account  was 
finally  opened.  Linn  and  Scruggs  was  the 
first  firm  in  Illinois  outside  Chicago  to  have 
such  an  account.  Acting  on  the  bank's  advice, 
the  Decatur  store  made  short-time  loans  to 
discount  merchandise  bills  instead  of  taking 
the  money  out  of  the  business.  The  first  time 
this  was  done  rumors  got  about  that  the  firm 
had  failed,  and  a  run  began  on  the  local 
banks.  This  was  quickly  stopped,  however, 
when  the  situation  had  been  explained. 

Shipping  was  always  a  problem  and  Mr. 
Linn  constantly  had  it  on  his  mind.  Out  of 
this  fact  arises  a  story  which  has  kept  his 
friends  and  relatives  laughing  for  years,  good 
naturedly  of  course,  and  which  at  the  time 
brought  laughter  from  Mr.  Linn  himself.  One 
busy  morning  a  man  walked  into  the  store  to 
solicit  Mr.  Linn's  interest  in  the  Y.M.C.A. 
The  stranger  did  not  mention  the  organiza- 
tion by  its  full  name  but  by  its  letters.  Mr. 
Linn,  his  mind  lull  of  transportation  prob- 
lems, immediately  thought  the  letters  referred 


to  some  new  railroad.  "You  know,"  he  said, 
"I  don't  think  I've  ever  heard  of  that  road. 
What  is  it?"  The  visitor  began  to  explain, 
"It's  the  straight  and  narrow  road — "  But 
Mr.  Linn  interrupted  with,  "Excuse  me, 
please,  but  we  have  no  patronage  for  narrow 
gauges."  So  the  laugh  was  on  him,  as  he  was 
quick   to   recognize. 

Mr.  Linn  established,  for  the  firm,  a  last- 
ing reputation  for  high  quality  and  fair  deal- 
ing. He  was  forceful  and  aggressive,  and  was 
possessed  of  great  tenacity  of  purpose.  Sev- 
eral handbills  of  1873,  still  extant,  set  forth 
the  store's  policy  that  "whatever  the  cost  no 
one  can  undersell  Linn  and  Scruggs."  A  local 
merchant  once  discovered  Mr.  Linn  and  Mr. 
Scruggs  meant  what  they  said.  He  cut  the 
factory-set  price  for  black  Cheney  Silk  in  a 
transaction  with  one  of  Linn  and  Scruggs' 
customers.  He  thereby  launched  a  small  price 
war,  and  for  a  time  no  one  could  sell  silk  at  a 
profit.  An  appeal  to  the  factory  caused  ship- 
ments of  the  fabric  to  Linn  and  Scruggs  to 
be  stopped.  But  Mr.  Linn,  through  his  re- 
lationship with  Scruggs,  Vandervoort  and 
Barney  in  St.  Louis,  was  able  to  obtain  all  the 
Cheney  silk  he  needed  and  no  one  knew  where 
it  came  from.  The  war  soon  ended,  and 
everyone  returned  to  profitable  and  fair  prac- 
tice. Extensive  travel,  aggravating  Mr.  Linn's 
poor  health,  finally  put  an  end  to  his  active 
management  of  the  business.  On  July  16, 
18  90,  Linn  and  Scruggs  was  incorporated, 
with  Mr.  Linn  as  president,  but  on  August  4, 
18  92,  he  resigned  this  office  and  his  sou.,  W. 
W.  Linn,  became  president.  The  son  held 
that  post  until  his  death  on  October  24,  1904. 
William  Henry  Linn  himself  died  in  Decatur 
on  June  19,  1900.  A  dominant  figure  in  the 
community,  Mr.  Linn,  with  Mr.  Scruggs  and 
associates,  organized  the  Decatur  Club.  Both 
partners  were  active  in  that  organization  un- 
til their  deaths.  Mr.  Scruggs  died  on  May  30, 
1909.  He  was  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Deactur  for  many  years. 
Both  men  contributed  much  to  the  develop- 
ment of  Deactur,  Macon  County  and  Central 
Illinois,  and  both  were  popular  throughout 
their  lives.  The  traditions  they  established  in 
1869  are  being  perpetuated  in  the  contempor- 
ary operation  of  Linn  and  Scruggs  and  will 
go  on  and  on  through  the  years,  so  soundly 
were  they  formed. 

CHARLES  A.  MUELLER 

Associated  with  the  City  National  Bank  of 
Kankakee  and  its  predecessors  since  1911, 
Charles  A.  Mueller  has  been  president  of  that 
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strong  and  influential  institution  since  1947. 
His  reputation  as  a  banker  has  spread  from 
Eastern  Illinois  into  other  sections  of  the 
state  and  other  sections  of  the  Middle  West. 
Mr.  Mueller  is  noted  for  his  active  interest 
and  participation  in  the  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial development  of  Kankakee,  and  Kan- 
kakee County  and  for  his  work  with  welfare 
and  other  civic  programs. 

Born  in  Kankakee  on  July  16,1887,  Mr. 
Mueller  is  the  son  of  the  late  Henry  and 
Freda  Rita  (Kruse)  Mueller.  His  father  was 
a  native  of  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  his  mother 
of  Kankakee.  The  father  began  his  career 
as  a  carpenter  but  was  later  a  farmer.  The. 
banker  is  the  second  of  six  children,  the  oth- 
ers having  been  Minna,  Ella,  Frederick,  Lil- 
lian and  Harry  Mueller.  He  was  educated  in 
the  Kankakee  elementary  and  high  schools 
and  the   Kankakee   Business   College. 

After  two  years  as  a  bookkeeper  for  com- 
mercial concerns,  Mr.  Mueller  entered  the 
banking  business.  His  first  post  was  that  of 
bookkeeper  and  teller  in  the  savings  depart- 
ment of  the  Kankakee  County  Trust  and  Sav- 
ings Bank.  This  dual  position  he  held  until 
1918,  or  seven  years.  At  that  time  he  was 
promoted  to  assistant  cashier  of  the  bank. 
Six  years  later,  when  the  institution  was  re- 
named and  rechartered  as  the  City  Trust  and 
Savings  Bank,  he  was  made  cashier.  In  1940, 
the  City  Trust  and  Savings  Bank  was  merged 
into  the  City  National  Bank  and  Mr.  Mueller 
was  elected  executive  vice-president,  which 
was  his  title  under  the  administration  of  Har- 
lan M.  Stone,  who  was  president  of  the  bank. 
When  Harlan  M.  Stone  died  in  1947,  Mr. 
Mueller  was  elected  to  succeed  him  as  pres- 
ident, and  he  took  office  on  June  30.  Mr. 
Mueller  has  seen  and  had  a  hand  in  achieving 
a  tremendous  growth  for  the  bank.  The  to- 
tal resources  of  the  community  institution 
now  exceed  $21,000,000,  with  deposits  above 
$18,000,'i00.  The  capital  stock  and  surplus  are 
$350,000,  the  undivided  profits  stand  at  more 
than  $150,000  and  the  reserve  accounts  total 
$132,000  or  so.  The  officers,  besides  Mr.  Muel- 
ler, include  E.  S.  Hamilton,  W.  C.  Babst  and 
F.  W.  Swannell,  vice-presidents;  H.  O.  Mc- 
Cracken,  cashier,  and  W.  E.  Stewig,  E.  E. 
Kramer  and  M.  E.  Throne,  assistant  cashiers. 

Mr.  Mueller  married  Ethel  C.  McNamee, 
also  a  native  of  Kankakee  County  and  now 
active  in  women's  circles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muel- 
ler became  the  parents  of  a  son,  Charles  W. 
Mueller,  who  was  born  on  October  5,  1918. 
A  graduate  of  Kankakee  High  School,  the  son 


took  his  bachelor's  degree  at  Knox  College 
in  1941.  Shortly  afterward,  in  August,  1941, 
he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  Air 
Forces.  At  first  he  was  in  the  finance  de- 
partment, then  in  Intelligence.  Finally,  he 
was  made  sergeant  major.  He  served  through- 
out World  War  II,  with  distinction.  A  few 
weeks  before  he  was  to  be  separated  from  the 
service,  he  lost  his  life  in  an  accident.  This 
was  on  September  30,  1945,  a  few  days  be- 
fore his  twenty-seventh  birthday. 

Charles  A.  Mueller  has  become  known  and 
respected  for  his  work  on  behalf  of  boys  and 
young  men.  He  is  active  in  the  Boy  Scout 
movement  and  is  a  director  of  the  Kankakee 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He  fur- 
ther contributes  to  work  for  youth  and  gen- 
eral welfare  activities  through  active  partic- 
ipation in  all  Community  Chest  and  Red 
Cross  drives.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Kan- 
kakee County  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, being  a  member  of  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar and  the  Shrine,  and  is  a  past  director 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Mr.  Mueller's 
activities  have  benefitted  the  entire  Eastern 
Illinois  area. 

JOHN  EARL  CLARKE 

Member  of  a  family  which  for  four  gener- 
ations was  in  the  medical  profession,  John 
Earl  Clarke  of  Cairo  early  in  life  decided 
that  he  too  would  follow  that  profession.  But 
though  he  went  a  long  way  toward  study  for 
the  x-ray  branch  of  the  profession,  circum- 
stances forced  him  to  seek  elsewhere  for  a 
career.  That  he  sought  well,  and  found  bet- 
ter, is  evidenced  by  his  success  in  the  build- 
ing supply  business.  He  is  the  founder  of 
the  Builders'  Supply  Company  of  Cairo,  a 
concern  with  a  highly  developed  volume  of 
sales  and  great  prestige  in  Alexander  Coun- 
ty. Also,  he  is  a  civic  leader  who  has,  as 
private  citizen  and  public  official,  promoted 
the  cause  of"  more  and  better  housing  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  born  in  Cairo  on  Novem- 
ber 6,  1902,  the  son  of  W.  C.  and  Jessie 
(Lincoln)  Clarke,  both  also  natives  of  Illi- 
nois. His  father,  a  physician  and  surgeon  who 
practiced  in  Cairo  for  many  years,  was  at 
one  time  City  Health  Officer.  He  was  of  the 
fourth  generation  of  the  Clark  family  to  hold 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  His  father, 
Dr.  Fred  Clarke,  also  born  in  Illinois,  was 
both  medical  man  and  newspaper  publisher 
in   the  northern  part  of  the  State. 
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John  Earl  Clarke  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Cairo.  He  was  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  1921.  His  first 
ambition  was  to  be  an  x-ray  specialist  and  in 
the  semester  of  1921-1922  studied  at  the 
Fischer  X-Ray  School  in  St.  Louis.  After  this 
he  attended  college  for  two  years,  returning 
to  Cairo  in  1923.  He  intended  to  proceed 
with  his  plans  for  a  career  in  roentgenology, 
but  the  death  of  his  father  in  1924  swerved 
him  permanently  from  this  path.  From  late 
1923  to  1925  Mr.  Clarke  worked  as  a  shipping 
clerk  for  a  wholesale  grocery  firm  in  Cairo. 
Then  he  went  to  Spokane,  Washington,  where 
he  was  in  the  real  estate  business  for  two 
years.  Late  in  1927  he  was  back  in  Cairo 
once  more,  and  there  for  the  next  twelve 
years  he  was  manager  of  a  lumber  yard.  In 
1940,  Mr.  Clarke  organized  the  Builders'  Sup- 
ply Company  of  Cairo  and  since  then  has  op- 
erated at  1004-1006  Commercial  Avenue,  in 
that  city.  He  handles  a  full  line  of  building 
supplies,  serving  a  radius  of  twenty  miles  of 
Cairo  and  employing  seven  persons. 

In  1925  Mr.  Clarke  married  Mary  Langan 
of  Cairo.  The  marriage  was  dissolved  by  di- 
vorce. Mr.  Clarke  has  two  children — Peter 
Langan  Clarke,  now  employed  in  his  father's 
building  supply  business,  and  Mary  Langan 
Clarke,  who   is  teaching  at  Keokuk,   Iowa. 

Mr.  Clarke  is  active  in  the  Illinois  Lumber 
and  Material  Dealers  Association  and  is  a 
former  vestryman  of  The  Church  of  the  Re- 
deemer, Cairo  Episcopalian  congregation.  He 
is  chairman  of  the  Alexander  County  Hous- 
ing Authority  and  through  this  office  has 
helped  promote  an  improvement  of  Cairo's 
housing  condition,  which  was  seriously  af- 
fected, as  elsewhere,  by  the  war.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Cairo  Association  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Retail  Merchants  Association 
and  the  Cairo  Camera  Club,  and  is  a  former 
member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Cairo.  Pho- 
tography is  his  hobby.  He  has  a  modern 
photography  laboratory  in  his  place  of  busi- 
ness and  also  a  processing  plant  for  his  pri- 
vate pictures.  Fishing  and  hunting  are  other 
of  his  interests.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republi- 
can. Not  only  through  housing  but  through 
many  other  important  social  and  economic 
interests  Mr.  Clarke  is  contributing  to  the 
improvement  and  well-being  of  his  commu- 
nity  and   region. 

MAX  E.  DEEM 

As  far  back  as  the  grandfather  of  Max  E. 
Deem,  virtually  all  the  men  in  the  family  be- 
gan their  careers  as  carpenters,  and  many  of 


them  have  also  become  builders  and  con- 
tractors. Following  similar  careers,  Max  E. 
Deem  and  his  father  have  between  them  con- 
tributed in  outstanding  fashion  to  the  devel- 
opment of  large  urban  and  agricultural  areas 
of  Illinois,  chiefly  in  and  around  Tuscola, 
seat  of  Douglas  County,  and  Pesotum,  in 
Champaign  County.  Tuscola  is  the  seat  of  Max 
E.  Deem's  present  activities,  for  he  operates 
there  as  Max  Deem,  Contractor  and  Builder, 
and  as  Deem's  Paints  and  Builders  Supplies. 
In  his  business  operations  Mr.  Deem  is  assist- 
ed by  his  wife,  the  former  Kate  Sargent  Wil- 
meth,  who  is  his  partner,  and  both  are  well 
known  in  the  civic  and  rural  life  of  their  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  They  own  a  large  improved 
farm  west  of  Pesotum. 

Max  E.  Deem  was  born  at  Pesotum  on  Oc- 
tober 15,  1905,  the  son  of  Nelson  M.  and  Lola 
(Atto)  Deem.  His  father,  born  near  Paris,  Il- 
linois, was  the  son  of  W.  R.  Deem,  who  served 
with  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War.  After 
that  war,  W.  R.  Deem,  a  close  friend  of  "Uncle 
Joe"  Cannon,  signed  discharges  in  the  nation- 
al capital.  The  mother  was  born  at  Newman, 
Illinois.  Max  E.  Deem  was  educated  in  the 
Pesotum  grade  and  high  schools,  Champaign 
High  School  and  Villa  Grove  High  School  at 
Villa  Grove,  Illinois. 

W.  R.  Deem  and  all  his  sons  were  carpen- 
ters, and  some  were  also  contractors.  Nelson 
M.  Deem  entered  the  contracting  business  for 
himself  at  Pesotum  in  1903  and  continued 
in  that  businss  until  his  death  on  May  25, 
1948.  Max,  his  son,  began  his  career  by  help- 
ing his  father  and  learning  the  carpenter's 
trade.  He  continued  with  Nelson  Deem  until 
1937,  and  then  moved  to  Tuscola.  There  he 
took  the  position  of  construction  supervisor 
for  the  F.  H.  Jones  Lumber  Company  and  with 
this  firm  remained  until  January,  1947. 

Back  on  December  16,  1945,  he  had  married 
Kate  Sargent  Wilmeth,  the  daughter  of 
Charles  S.  and  Florence  (Brannan)  Wilmeth. 
The  story  of  Mrs.  Deem  is  told  separately  in 
this  Illinois  edition  of  the  Library  of  Ameri- 
can Lives.  She  has  been  a  housewife  as  well  as 
a  business  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  and  she 
is  now  giving  most  of  her  time  to  their  joint 
enterprises,  handling  all  the  bookkeeping  and 
clerical  work,  the  payrolls  and  office  detail. 
Also  helping  in  the  business  are  Mr.  Deem's 
children  by  a  former  marriage — Marilyn,  born 
on  December  6,  1930,  and  William  Ray  Deem, 
born  on  July  15,  1937.  The  son,  who  lives  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deem  on  Rural  Route  2,  Tuscola, 
attends  Tuscola  Community  High  School,  and 


266 


LIBRARY     OF     AMERICAN    LIVES 


w 

w 

Q 

w 
X 

p  \\ 

< 

i 

S 

C/5 

« 

D 
< 

"^^^     ;.^ 

pi 

S 

the  family  attends  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Tuscola. 

When  Max  Deem  left  the  Jones  Company 
in  1948,  he  launched  the  business  of  Max 
Deem,  Contractor  and  Builder.  Then,  on  July 
1,  1949,  he  and  his  wife  opened  their  retail 
paint  and  builders'  supply  store  at  76  South 
Main  Street,  Tuscola,  and  this  they  operate  in 
conjunction  with  their  contracting  business.  A 
major  part  of  the  residential  sections  of  Pe- 
sotum  and  the  farm  improvements  around 
that  community  were  built  by  Mr.  Deem  and 
his  father.  And  since  establishing  himself  in 
Tuscola  in  1937,  Mr.  Deem  has  built  many 
homes  and  erected  many  farm  improvements 
in  and  around  that  city,  as  well  as  such  com- 
mercial buildings  as  his  own,  the  W.  H.  Wal- 
trip  Implement  Building,  the  Atwood  Fire 
House  and  the  F.  H.  Jones  Lumber  Company 
establishment.  The  Deem  farm,  lying  one  mile 
west  of  Pesotum  and  consisting  of  120  acres, 
is  operated  by  a  tenant. 

Mr.  Deem  is  a  member  of  the  Kaskaskia 
Country  Club  at  Arthur.  He  votes  Republican. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deem  are  both  hard  workers  and 
have  built  their  business  together  to  attain 
their  great  success.  Both  are  popular  in  the 
community. 

KATE  SARGENT  WILMETH  DEEM 

The  career  of  Mrs.  Kate  Sargent  Wilmeth 
Deem,  while  it  has  been  centered  all  her  life 
in  her  native  Tuscola  and  Douglas  County, 
has  embraced  a  variety  of  experiences  and 
brought  her  to  a  position  not  only  of  afflu- 
ence but  of  influence  in  a  wide  area  of  the 
State.  Once  a  legal  stenographer  and  secre- 
tary, as  well  as  court  reporter,  she  is  today 
the  operator  of  a  tax  service  in  Tuscola,  the 
owner  of  a  farm  just  outside  the  city  and  a 
partner  in  the  enterprises  of  her  husband, 
Max  E.  Deem,  builder  and  contractor  and  op- 
erator of  retail  paint  and  builders'  supply 
store.  In  addition,  she  is  a  power  in  Demo- 
cratic politics,  not  to  mention  her  service  on 
the  "homefront"  as  a  housewife. 

Born  Kate  Sargent  Wilmeth  at  Tuscola  on 
June  15,  1919,  Mrs.  Deem  is  the  daughter  of 
Charles  S.  and  Florence  (Brannan)  Wilmeth. 
Her  father  was  born  in  1892  in  the  house  and 
on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Deem  and 
her  husband,  and  he  was  the  son  of  Charles 
W.  and  Kate  (Sargent)  Wilmeth.  He  died  in 
1939.  Sargent  Township,  in  Douglas  County, 
was  named  after  his  mother's  people,  who 
were  first  settlers  in  that  section.  Florence 
Brannan  Wilmeth,  a  native  of  Coles  County, 
was    the    daughter    of    Lewis    and    Elizabeth 


Brannan.  The  future  Mrs.  Deem  began  her 
education  in  the  South  Ervin  Grade  School, 
located  about  a  half  mile  from  her  present 
home.  Later,  she  went  to  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Tuscola  Community  High  School  and 
the  Champaign  Commercial  College,  Cham- 
paign. 

Mrs.  Deem  was  employed  as  a  legal  ste- 
nographer in  the  office  of  Edwin  F.  Meister, 
Tuscola  attorney,  for  ten  years.  For  one  year 
she  was  with  the  farm  sales  department  of 
the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  in  Cham- 
paign and  for  another  year  she  was  a  secre- 
tary in  the  Animal  Pathology  and  Hygiene 
Department  of  the  University  of  Illinois  at 
Urbana.  She  has  also  served  as  a  court  report- 
er for  the  Douglas  County  Court  and  the 
Master  of  Chancery  Court,  over  the  course  of 
a  decade,  and  operates  her  income  tax  service 
in  Tuscola.  Also,  she  manages  the  farm  of  one 
hundred  twenty  acres,  located  south  of  Tus- 
cola on  Rural  Route  2.  Mrs.  Deem's  grand- 
mother, Kate  Sargent  Wilmeth,  for  whom  she 
was  named,  purchased  this  land  in  1883  be- 
fore her  marriage  and  before  there  was  a 
system  of  drainage.  Her  husband,  Charles  W. 
Wilmeth,  was  employed  on  the  dredge  boat 
which  came  digging  the  drainagje  ditch 
through  Miss  Sargent's  farm,  and  they  were 
subsequently  married.  They  lived  on  this 
farm  until  their  deaths  and  their  son,  Mrs. 
Deem's  father,  was  not  only  born  there  but 
lived  there  until  his  own  death. 

Kate  Sargent  Wilmeth  (the  second)  and 
Max  E.  Deem  were  married  in  the  Zion 
Church  at  Garrett,  Illinois,  on  December  16, 
1945,  and  since  their  marriage  have  also 
lived  on  the  Sargent-Wilmeth  farm.  Mr. 
Deem's  son  by  a  former  marriage,  William 
Ray  Deem,  also  makes  his  home  on  the  farm. 

When  Mr.  Deem  entered  the  contracting 
business  on  his  own  in  1947,  after  working  for 
years  as  a  carpenter  and  as  a  contractor  and 
builder  in  association  with  his  father,  Mrs. 
Deem  joined  him  in  the  business  as  a  partner. 
She  has  since  devoted  full  time  to  it,  handling 
all  the  office  work  and  working  in  the  retail 
store.  She  continues  her  income  tax  work  and 
court  reporting  and  handles  all  her  own  house- 
work. Though  this  does  not  leave  her  much 
time  for  hobbies  or  recreations,  she  neverthe- 
less finds  time  to  serve  as  historian  for  the 
Mother's  Circle  of  the  Tuscola  DeMolay  Chap- 
ter and  as  committeewoman  in  the  Demo- 
cratic orgainzation  for  Tuscola's  third  pre- 
cinct. Also,  she  likes  to  play  the  piano  and 
organ  and  to  read.  She  worships  at  the  Metho- 
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dist  Church.  Kind  and  sympathetic,  always 
ready  to  help  someone  in  need,  Mrs.  Deem  is 
a  popular  citizen  of  Tuscola. 

HON.  LESTER  OSBURNE  SCHRIVER, 
LL.D. 

An  important  insurance  executive,  the 
Honorable  Lester  Osburne  Schriver  is  also 
well  known  as  an  outstanding  speaker,  a 
humorist-philosopher,  a  civic  leader  and  au- 
thor. He  is  a  recognized  authority  on  the 
life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  on  whom  he  has 
written  numerous  books  and  articles,  and  in 

1939  received  the  diploma  of  honor  from 
Lincoln  Memorial  University,  granted  annual- 
ly to  the  individual  making  the  most  out- 
standing  contribution   to   Lincolnania  and   in 

1940  the  same  university  conferred  on  him 
the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  He 
is  a  former  Congregational  minister,  a  for- 
mer public  official  and  is  at  the  present  time 
one  of  the  most  active  citizens  in  the  educa- 
tional, religious,  inspirational  and  health  and 
welfare  fields.  As  insurance  man,  Dr.  Schriv- 
er is  general  agent  for  the  Aetna  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  for  seventy-seven  Illinois  coun- 
ties, with  headquarters  at  301  South  Jefferson 
Avenue,  Peoria. 

Dr.  Schriver  was  born  in  Bristol,  Connect- 
icut, on  March  7,  1891,  the  son  of  Milo  Seer 
ley  and  Fannie  C.  (Osburne)  Schriver.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  New 
York,  and  a  farmer,  died  in  1941.  His  moth- 
er, who  was  born  at  Pauling,  New  York,  sur- 
vives. 

Dr.  Schriver,  a  graduate  of  Syracuse  Uni- 
versity, served  in  Congregational  pulpits  for 
ten  years.  He  entered  the  insurance  world 
as  director  of  education  for  Aetna  Life  In- 
surance Company  in  Connecticut.  Later  he 
became  superintendent  of  agencies  and  since 
1929  he  has  been  general  agent  at  Peoria, 
supervising  seventy-seven  counties  and  employ- 
ing one  hundred  and  three  persons. 

Dr.  Schriver  married  Blanche  Larkin, 
daughter  of  James  W.  and  Alice  (Merritt) 
Larkin,  at  Brewerton,  New  York,  on  Septem- 
ber 15,  1915.  Mrs.  Schriver,  like  her  par- 
ents, is  a  native  of  Brewerton.  Her  father, 
who  operated  a  general  merchandising  busi- 
ness there  and  was  the  postmaster,  died  in 
1919,  five  years  after  the  mother.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Schriver  are  the  parents  of  two  children 
— Alice  Caroline  and  Merritt  Larkin  Schriver. 

When  Dr.  Schriver  was  still  in  Connecticut, 
he  served  in  the  legislature  at  Hartford  and 
in  the  City  Council  of  Middletown.    He  was 


also  president  of  the  Middletown  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  He  is  a  former  president, 
vice-president  and  secretary  of  the  National 
Association  of  Life  Underwriters,  and  he  is 
at  present  a  director  of  the  Peoria  Citizens' 
Forum,  the  Peoria  Community  Fund,  the  Peo- 
ria Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  the 
Peoria  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  the  George 
Washington  Carver  Community  Center,  the 
Peoria  Chapter  of  the  American  Cancer  So- 
ciety, the  Greater  Peoria  Civic  Association, 
the  Peoria  City  Planning  Commission,  the 
Peoria  Life  Underwriters  Association,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Peoria  Advertising  and  Selling 
Club;  is  vice-president  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  Lincoln  Memorial  University,  a  trus- 
tee of  MacMurray  College  and  Proctor  Hospi- 
tal, chairman  of  the  Peoria  Gridiron  Commit- 
tee and  member  of  the  Peoria  City  Council 
and  the  Peoria  Slum  Clearance  Commission. 
From  1941  to  1946  he  was  Peoria  County 
Chairman  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury  War  Finance 
Committee,  and  was  responsible  for  the  se- 
lection of  drive  chairmen  and  their  organi- 
zations for  all  eight  war  loan  drives,  in  which 
more  than  $170,000,000  of  war  bonds  were 
sold  in  Peoria  County.  At  the  request  of  the 
Treasury,  he  traveled  most  of  the  country, 
speaking  before  war  bond  meetings  and  ral- 
lies. Described  as  a  powerful,  inspiring  and 
stimulating  speaker,  Dr.  Schriver  has  appeared 
on  the  public  platform  in  every  American 
state  and  every  Canadian  province.  It  has 
been  said  of  him,  "A  tall  stately  individual, 
combining  a  magnetic  personality  with  a  bril- 
liant sweep  of  intellect,  he  knows  and  likes 
people  and   people  instinctively  like  him." 

EDWARD  PATRICK  HARRINGTON 

An  outstanding  citizen  of  Central  Illinois 
is  Edward  Patrick  Harrington  of  Deactur. 
Mr.  Harrington  is  reknowned  not  only  as  a 
civic  worker  especially  interested  in  church 
and  youth  programs  but  as  a  leader  in  the 
paper  business.  Boy's  work  brought  him  the 
Junior  Association  of  Commerce  achievement 
award. 

A  native  of  England,  Mr.  Harrington  is  the 
son  of  one  of  London's  well  known  citizens, 
Thomas  Edward  Harrington,  a  retired  print- 
ing machine  company  manager  and  a  Free- 
man of  the  City  of  London.  The  father  has 
been  first  tenor  of  the  Putney  Vale  Church, 
at  Kingston-on-Thames,  since  1915.  The  De- 
catur leader's  grandfather,  Thomas  Michael 
Harrington,  was  founder  of  printers'  pension 
funds     in     England.      Edward     Harrington's 
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mother  is  the  former  Isabelle  Margaret  Hay- 
don.  Mr.  Harrington  was  educated  at  London 
County  Council  School,  public  school  at  Sur- 
rey, England,  and  through  supplemental 
study.  Until  World  War  I,  he  was  employed 
by  wholesale  meat  importers  at  Smithfield 
Market,  London.  From  1914  to  1919,  he  was 
with  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces,  and 
saw  action  at  Gallipoli,  Egypt,  Palestine, 
Syria,   Turkey  and   Greece. 

On  January  8,  1921,  at  Surrey,  Mr.  Har- 
rington married  May  Cissie  Florence  Spratley, 
daughter  of  Frederick  W.  and  Ann  M.  Sprat- 
ley.  Mrs.  Harrington  is  the  sister-in-law  of 
Sir  Frank  Spencer  Spriggs,  British  aircraft 
manufacturer,  who  was  knighted  during 
World  War  II  by  King  George  VI  for  his  de- 
fense and  war  work.  Sir  Frank,  who  was  a 
classmate  of  Mr.  Harrington's  in  England, 
was  visited  by  the  King  and  Queen  at  his 
plants  in  the  course  of  the  war.  Mrs.  Har- 
rington is  president  of  St.  Martha's  Guild  of 
St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  Decatur.  The 
Harrington  home  is  at  505  South  Seige 
Street,  Decatur. 

After  World  War  I,  Mr.  Harrington  re- 
turned to  his  Smithfield  Market  job,  where 
he  remained  until  March,  1921,  meantime 
attaining  promotion  to  cashier.  In  April,  1921, 
he  came  to  America,  with  Mrs.  Harrington, 
and  they  settled  in  Decatur.  Mr.  Harrington 
began  as  a  stockman  and  truck  driver  for  the 
Decatur  Paper  Company,  and  rose  to  sales- 
man, 1923-192  6;  salesmanager,  192  7;  and 
secretary-treasurer,  1928-2  9.  The  business 
was  sold  in  192  9  to  the  Irwin  Paper  Com- 
pany of  Quincy  and  incorporated  as  the  De- 
catur Paper  House,  Inc.,  in  1930.  Of  this 
concern  Mr.  Harrington  was  made  office  and 
credit  manager.  In  193  6  he  was  elected  vice- 
president  and  general  manager,  the  posts  he 
holds  today.  He  is  a  stockholder  of  both  the 
Decatur  Paper  House  and  the  Peoria  Paper 
House  of  Peoria,  another  affiliate  of  Irwin 
Paper  Company.  The  Decatur  firm  has  grown 
from  a  $130,000  volume  in  1930  to  $1,000- 
000  volume.  It  employs  36,  and  distributes 
Hammermill  papers,  Armstrong  insulation  and 
Congoleum-Narin  floor  coverings  and  other 
products. 

Mr.  Harrington  has  been  one  of  Decatur's 
most  active  residents.  He  has  participated  in 
Community  Chest,  Red  Cross,  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  church  drives  and  in  the  World 
War  II  years  worked  in  Macon  County  for 
British  WTar  Relief.  In  addition  to  the  "Jay- 
cee"   Award,   he  has  won  the   Rectors   Cross 


award  at  St.  John's  for  outstanding  work  in 
the  church  and  is  an  honorary  member  of 
Father  Flanagan's  Boy's  Town.  He  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Dale  Carnegie  Public  Speaking 
and  Human  Relations  School  (he  was  vice- 
president  of  his  class)  and  is  now  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Dale  Carnegie  Graduates  Club  of 
Decatur.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Rotary  Club, 
the  American  Legion,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  to  the  Men's  Club  of  St.  John's 
Church,  being  chairman  of  its  Youth  Work 
Committee.  At  the  church  he  has  been  vestry- 
man and  parish  warden  since  1945  and  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  financial  com- 
mittee for  the  parish  building  and  chairman, 
of  the  Boy's  Club.  One  of  his  "boys"  is  his 
grandson,  Mark  Harrington  Belschner,  son 
of  Mr.  Harrington's  daughter,  Mrs.  Jacqueline 
Harington  Belschner.  Through  his  many  ac- 
tivities and  interests  Mr.  Harrington  has  been 
giving  exceptional  service  to  his  adopted 
country  and  city  and,  in  consequence,  is  a 
popular   Illinoisan. 

DONALD  WATSON  HILL 

Member  of  an  old  Macon  County  family, 
Watson  Hill  is  now  president  of  the  Crown 
Cork  Specialty  Corporation,  with  headquar- 
ters in  Decatur  and  a  new  modern  factory, 
completed  in  1950,  in  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Hill  is 
well  known  among  business  men  in  all  parts 
of  the  nation  and  is  a  leading  figure  in  the 
community  and  public  life  of  Decatur.  He  is 
a  prominent  Republican.  In  World  War  II  he 
gave  important  service  in  civilian  and  techni- 
cal capacities  and  as  an  industrialist. 

Mr.  Hill  was  born  in  Canon  City,  Colorado, 
on  November  22,  1904,  the  son  of  Hugh  J.  and 
Mary  Ethel  (Watson)  Hill.  His  father,  born 
on  a  farm  near  Decatur,  is  a  land  owner  now 
living  in  retirement  in  Gunnison,  Colorado,  in 
the  summer  and  Yuma,  Arizona,  in  the  win- 
ter. Donald  Hill's  grandfather  was  John  Hill, 
also  a  land  owner,  and  great-grandfather 
Hugh  W.  Hill,  an  early  settler  in  Illinois  who 
invented  and  manufactured  Hill  Hog  Ring. 
Mary  Ethel  Hill  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  A.  Watson,  who  were  early  set- 
tlers in  Colorado  and  who  owned  and  operated 
numerous  ranches.  Donald  Hill  attended  grade 
school  and  high  school  in  Dacatur.  Then  he 
studied  at  James  Millikin  Univei-sity,  Deca- 
tur, and  DePauw  University,  Greencastle, 
Indiana.  In  his  school  days  he  was  a  basket- 
ball player. 

From  1928  to  1931  Mr.  Hill  worked  for  the 
Indian    Refining   Company   at   Lawrenceville, 
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Illinois.  Since  1931  he  has  been  with  his  pres- 
ent organization,  the  original  name  of  which 
was  Williams  Sealing  Corporation.  He  began 
in  the  accounting  department  at  Decatur.  Two 
years  later  he  was  promoted  to  sales,  and  in 
the  following  year,  1934,  was  made  sales  man- 
ager. The  Williams  Sealing  Corporation  was 
sold  in  1936  to  the  Crown  Cork  and  Seal  Com- 
pany of  Baltimore,  and  Mr.  Hill  continued 
with  the  new  concern  as  sales  manager.  In 
1937,  he  was  promoted  to  vice-president  in 
charge  of  sales.  Then  he  went  to  New  York, 
where  he  established  a  district  office  and 
lived  for  one  year.  In  1938  he  went  to  Chi- 
cago, and  there  also  lived  a  year.  Then,  in 
1939,  Mr.  Hill  was  elected  president  of  the 
company.  It  was  he  who  changed  the  corpora- 
tion name  to  the  Crown  Cork  Specialty  Cor- 
poration, and  he  has  continued  as  president 
since  that  year.  Under  his  guidance  the  firm 
grew  to  such  extent  that  the  new  factory 
building,  doubling  in  size  the  operations,  was 
begun  in  1949. 

Mr.  Hill  married  Elizabeth  Parriott,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Parriott,  in  Law- 
renceville  on  April  25,  1930.  Mrs.  Hill  is  one 
of  Decatur's  outstanding  women.  A  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Illinois  of  the  Class  of 
1929,  she  is  active  in  Alpha  Gamma  Delta 
Sorority,  in  the  American  Association  of  Uni- 
versity Women  and  the  Junior  Welfare 
League  of  Decatur.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  worship 
at  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church,  Decatur, 
and  reside  at  245  North  Summit  Avenue,  in 
that  city.  They  have  three  children — Susan, 
born  in  1931,  who  in  1950  was  attending 
Christian  College,  Columbia,  Missouri;  Lucy, 
born  in  1936,  attending  Woodrow  Wilson 
Junior  High  School,  Decatur;  Donald  Watson 
Hill,  Jr.,  born  in  1940,  attending  Dennis 
School,  Decatur. 

Mr.  Hill's  activities  in  the  community 
brought  him  appointment  to  the  City  Plan- 
ning Commission,  on  which  he  served  two 
years,  and  election  to  the  Decatur  Associa- 
tion of  Commerce  directorate  and  to  the  of- 
fice of  treasurer.  He  is  also  active  in  the  De- 
catur Country  Club,  South  Side  Country  Club 
of  Decatur,  the  Decatur  Club,  the  Elks  Club 
and  the  Missouri  Athletic  Club.  In  World  War 
II  he  was  technical  advisor  to  the  Quarter- 
master Corps  and  manufactured  small  metal 
stampings  for  the  government.  He  was  a  close 
friend  of  the  late  Wendell  Willkie  and  is  a 
supporter  of  Harold  Stassen.  He  is  somewhat 
of  an  authority  on  fly  fishing.  He  is  one  of 
the  builders  of  the  Middle  West. 


MARTIN  T.  GARBE 

A  man  who  has  had  much  to  do  with  popu- 
larizing soft  drinks  in  Central  Illinois — es- 
pecially Grapette — is  Martin  T.  Garbe  of  Mat- 
toon.  One  of  the  founders  of  the  Grapette 
Bottling  Company  of  Mattoon,  a  corporation, 
Mr.  Garbe  now  owns  all  the  stock  in  this  con- 
cern and  has  built  it  to  the  point  where  it 
covers  all  or  part  of  seven  counties  in  its 
distribution  not  only  of  Grapette,  but  also 
Lemonette,  Squirt,  Mason's  Root  Beer,  Vess 
Cola,  Whistle  and  several  flavors.  He  is  also 
a  vice-president  and  director  of  the  H.  W. 
Clark  Foundry,  a  pioneer  business  firm  of 
Mattoon,  and  is  active  in  civic  endeavors  seek- 
ing to  improve  local  programs  for  health  and 
welfare,  character-building  and  culture. 

Martin  T.  Garbe  was  born  in  Dieterich,  Ef- 
fingham County,  on  January  16,  1912,  the  son 
of  August  and  Lena  (Wolf)  Garbe.  His  father, 
a  farmer,  also  born  at  Dieterich,  is  the  son  of 
Frederick  Garbe,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  from  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  in  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  moth- 
er, born  on  a  farm  in  Jasper  County,  near 
Montrose,  is  the  daughter  of  Lawrence  and 
Bertha    (Goebel)    Wolf,   natives  of  Germany. 

Mr.  Garbe  went  to  grade  school  in  District 
No.  80,  Effingham  County.  He  spent  three 
years  in  the  Dieterich  High  School  and  his 
fourth  year  at  John  Swaney  High  School  at 
McNabb,  in  Putnam  County.  In  1935,  he  took 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture, 
having  worked  his  way  through  college.  He 
was  editor  of  the  "Illinois  Agriculturist"  in 
his  senior  year  and  further  distinguished  him- 
self by  writing  the  winning  essay  on  "Meat 
Consumption  and  Modern  Human  Welfare" 
in  competition  with  all  the  universities  and 
colleges  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

From  1935  to  1939  Mr.  Garbe  served  as 
farm  loan  representative  for  the  Aetna  Life 
Insurance  Company  at  Bloomington  and  De- 
catur. On  November  1,  1939,  he  moved  to 
Mattoon,  where  he  entered  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business  in  which  he  is  still  en- 
gaged. He  was  elected  to  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  H.  W.  Clark  Foundry  on  February 
10,  1945,  and  two  years  later  was  also  made 
vice-president.  In  the  Fall  of  1945  Mr.  Garbe 
helped  organize  the  Grapette  Bottling  Com- 
pany of  Mattoon.  Later  he  bought  all  the 
stock.  The  company,  which  had  a  modest  be- 
ginning in  the  war  period,  with  only  one 
truck,  now  has  seven  trucks  distributing  its 
products  in  the  seven-county  area. 
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On  August  29,  1937,  Mr.  Garbe  married 
Leota  C.  Martens,  at  Blooming-ton.  Mrs. 
Garbe's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Martens, 
were  formerly  of  Bloomington.  Mr.  Martens 
passed  away  September  28,  1948,  and  is  in- 
terred at  Bloomington,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Martens 
now  resides  at  Pasadena,  California.  Mrs. 
Garbe  attended  Stephens  College  at  Columbia, 
Missouri,  and  Valparaiso  University,  Valpa- 
raiso, Indiana,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts  in  1936  from  the  latter.  She  was 
organization  chairman  of  the  Mattoon  Girl 
Scout  Council  and  is  also  active  in  the  Val- 
paraiso Guild  and  the  Ladies  Aid  of  St.  John's 
Lutheran  Church  of  Mattoon.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Garbe  have  two  sons,  Warren  M.,  born  April 
20,  1938,  and  Dwight  S.,  born  January  25, 
1944. 

Mr.  Garbe  has  been  widely  active  in  civic 
work.  He  assisted  in  raising  funds  for  the 
Mattoon  Athletic  Association,  the  Mattoon 
Airport,  United  Charities  Building,  Mattoon 
Development  Corporation  and  the  Community 
Chest,  serving  the  last  named  as  secretary  and 
campaign  chairman.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  for  the  Eastern  Illinois  General 
Hospital  and  is  on  the  board  of  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital,  Mattoon.  For  three  years 
he  was  president  of  the  Mattoon  Civic  Music 
Association.  Mr.  Garbe  is  president  of  the 
Central  Illinois  District  of  the  Lutheran  Lay- 
men's League,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ki- 
wanis  Club,  Coles  County  Agricultural-Indus- 
try Board  and  the  Mattoon  Association  of 
Commerce.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
ardent  boosters  of  Mattoon  and  the  entire 
region. 

EDWARD  DIRKS 

Behind  him  a  distinguished  collegiate  and 
World  War  II  Military  career,  Edward  Dirks 
of  Mount  Vernon  is  today  making  a  reputa- 
tion in  the  field  of  community  organization. 
He  is  secretary  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  the  second  post  of  its  kind 
he  has  held.  He  is  rapidly  becoming  a  leader 
in  Mount  Vernon  and  Jefferson  County's 
civic  and  business  affairs  and  in  the  state's 
chamber  of  commerce  movement. 

Mr.  Dirks  was  born  in  Fairbury,  Livingston 
County,  on  August  16,  1921,  the  son  of  L.  E. 
and  Helen  (Voorhees)  Dirks.  His  father  and 
mother  are  both  also  natives  of  Illinois,  the 
mother  having  been  born  at  Fairbury.  They 
are  now  residents  of  Sheldon,  in  Iroquois 
County,  where  L.  E.  Dirks  is  an  electrician. 
Edward  Dirks  grew  up  in  Sheldon,  and  there 
went  through  the  elementary  and  high  schools. 


He  spent  a  year  at  Purdue  University,  Lafay- 
ette, Indiana,  and  then  transferred  to  Illinois 
Wesleyan  University  at  Bloomington,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1943. 
At  the  university,  Mr.  Dirks  achieved  such 
distinction  as  to  be  recorded  in  Who's  Who  in 
American  Colleges  and  Universities.  He  was 
graduated  with  honors.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Blue  Key,  national  men's  honor  society,  and 
to  Theta  Chi;  was  active  in  music,  dramatics 
and  school  publications  and  school  ceremo- 
nies. After  he  obtained  his  degree  Mr.  Dirks 
went  into  the  United  States  Navy,  in  which  he 
served  for  two  and  one-half  years.  For  a  time 
he  was  commander  of  LST  123.  At  the  time 
of  his  separation  from  the  service  Mr.  Dirks 
held  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Junior  Grade. 
Upon  his  return  to  <his  native  state,  Mr.  Dirks 
returned  to  school  for  refresher  courses  and 
in  this  period  became  interested  in  chamber 
of  commerce  work.  He  accepted  the  post  of 
secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Olney,  seat  of  Richmond  County,  and  there 
remained  for  a  year  and  one-half.  In  March, 
1948,  he  resigned  that  office  to  assume  the 
duties  of  secretary  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Dirks  married  Phyllis  Wertsch  of  Dela- 
van,  in  Tazewell  County,  on  November  26, 
1943.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Robert  Dirks,  born  on  December  10,  1946, 
and  John  Dirks,  born  on  December  24,  1948. 
The  family  worships  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Dirks,  aside  from  his  activities  in  gen- 
eral community  affairs  and  his  work  as  coor- 
dinator of  programs  for  the  good  of  Mount 
Vernon  and  the  surrounding  region  of  the 
county,  takes  a  leading  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Mount  Vernon,  the  Amvets 
and  the  Illinois  Chamber  of  Commerce  Exec- 
utives Association  and  the  American  Chamber 
of  Commerce  Executives  Association.  He  has 
proved  himself  a  valuable  citizen  of  the  two 
communities  he  has  served  and  of  his  native 
state. 

HOWARD  K.  KEMPER 

The  Kemper  and  Faber  Motor  Company 
of  Champaign  is  one  of  the  best  known  of 
the  enterprises  dealing  in  Lincoln  and  Mer- 
cury automobiles  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State.  Howard  K.  Kemper,  who  was  once  in 
the  oil  business  and  who  in  World  War  II 
served  with  the  United  States  Army  Air 
Forces,  is  also  well  known  in  that  region. 
He  is  an  outstanding  figure  in  the  Cham- 
paign-Urbana  section  and  is  active  in  various 
civic   organizations. 
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Mr.  Kemper  was  born  at  Putnam  on  May 
20,  1917,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Howard  E. 
Kemper,  a  retired  merchant  of  Pesotum,  and 
Susan  R.  (Bacon)  Kemper.  The  father  was 
born  in  Pesotum,  the  mother  in  Putnam 
County. 

After  attending  the  elementary  schools  at 
Champaign,  Howard  K.  Kemper  spent  three 
years  at  the  Pesotum  High  School,  but  he 
was  graduated  from  the  Champaign  High 
School.  He  was  also  a  student  at  the  Omarga 
Military  School  and  for  two  years  he  studied 
at  the  University  of  Illinois  School  of  Com- 
merce. In  his  student  days  he  was  active  in 
athletics,  especially  in  football  and  baseball 
and  track.  At  the  university  he  was  elected 
to    Phi   Delta   Theta   Fraternity. 

In  1939  Mr.  Kemper  became  a  jobber  in 
Champaign  for  the  Tidewater  Oil  Company. 
The  following  year  he  entered  the  automo- 
bile business,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Faber. 
Their  firm  was  first  called  the  K  and  F  Mo- 
tor Company,  but  later  was  given  its  present 
name,  the  Kemper  and  Faber  Motor  Com- 
pany. As  Lincoln  and  Mercury  automobile 
agents,  Mr.  Kemper  and  Mr.  Faber  cover 
Champaign,  Ford  and  Piatt  Counties,  and 
their  following  in  this  territory — for  pur- 
chases of  new  and  used  automobiles,  for  re- 
pairs and  service  and  replacement  of  parts — 
is  an  extremely  large  one. 

Mr.  Kemper,  who  is  widely  known  in  the 
business,  is  a  member  of  the  American  Auto- 
mobile Dealers  Association.  He  is  also  active 
in  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Champaign,  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Commerce  of  Urbana,  the  Cham- 
paign Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks,  and  various  bodies  of  the 
Masonic  order,  including  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mys- 
tic Shrine.  Another  organization  to  which  he 
belongs  is  the  Champaign  Country  Club.  Golf 
is  his  favorite  sport.  He  worship  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church. 

On  December  23,  1942,  Mr.  Kemper  mar- 
ried Virginia  M.  Gorden  of  Champaign,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  H.  Gorden 
of  that  city.  They  became  the  parents  of  Gor- 
den Keith  Kemper  on  January  15,  1949.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kemper  and  their  son  reside  at  31 
University  Drive,  Urbana.  Mr.  Kemper's  busi- 
ness address  is  715  South  Neal  Street,  Cham- 
paign. 

Mr.  Kemper  served  for  two  and  one-half 
years  in  World  War  II.  Commissioned  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  United  States  Army  Air  Forces, 
he  was  in  the  European  Theater  of  Opera- 
tions. 


He  has  always  striven,  in  military  or  civi- 
lian life,  to  render  the  utmost  service  to  his 
fellow  citizens  and  has  in  consequence  won 
widespread   respect. 

EASTERN  ILLINOIS  CLAY  COMPANY 

Since  1 904  the  Meier  family,  founders  of  the 
Eastern  Illinois  Clay  Company  at  Saint  Anne 
in  Kankakee  County,  have  been  making  an 
outstanding  contribution  to  the  development 
of  the  region.  Not  only  are  they  operating  the 
Eastern  Illinois  Clay  Company  plant  in  Saint 
Anne  but  also  a  branch  plant  in  Kankakee.  In- 
addition  they  own  a  half  interest  in  a  brick 
manufacturing  plant  at  Lowell.  In  1948  the 
Meiers  founded  the  National  Bank  of  Saint 
Anne,  now  an  institution  of  a  million  and  one- 
half  resources.  The  Meiers  consist  today  of 
five  brothers — Albert  F.,  Earl,  Louis  G.,  By- 
ron and  Arnold  Meier.  Their  father,  F.  H. 
Meier,  who  began  the  family's  activities  in 
Eastern  Illinois,  died  in  1944. 

F.  H.  Meier,  an  Illinois  man,  had  moved 
around  a  bit  before  settling  at  Saint  Anne. 
For  a  time  he  lived  at  Byron,  Michigan,  and 
it  was  from  there  that  he  returned  to  Illinois 
in  1904.  At  that  time  his  oldest  son,  Albert, 
was  fifteen  years  old,  Earl  Meier  was  twelve 
years  old  and  Byron  Meier  was  two.  Arnold 
Meier  was  born  a  year  later.  Settling  the  fam- 
ily in  Saint  Anne,  F.  H.  Meier  began  opera- 
tion of  a  tile  plant  on  the  north  side  of  the 
community.  Later  he  sold  this  factory  and 
started  another  on  the  south  side.  There  he 
built  a  new  and  larg'er  establishment,  and  in 
1916  the  Eastern  Illinois  Clay  Company  was 
born.  One  by  one  the  sons  joined  the  father 
in  the  business,  and  it  grew  rapidly  with  so 
much  business  talent  guiding  its  destinies.  In 
November,   1944,  the  father  died,  and  Albert 

F.  Meier  succeeded  him  as  the  head  of  the 
Eastern  Illinois  Clay  Company.  He  has  been  in 
the  presidency  since,  with  his  brothers  Louis 

G.  Meier  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  Earl  and 
Byron  Meier  as  vice-presidents. 

The  company  uses  surface  clay  only,  con- 
suming about  an  acre  a  year  at  each  of  its 
plants.  There  are  fifteen  beehive  kilns  at  the 
Saint  Anne  plant,  eight  beehive  and  one  tun- 
nel kilns  at  Kankakee.  Each  plant  averages 
about  175  tons  a  day.  About  half  this  output 
is  in  drainage  tile,  the  other  half  in  building 
tile.  Seventy  men  are  employed  in  the  Saint 
Anne  Plant  and  fifty-five  in  the  Kankakee 
plant.  The  products  are  shipped  into  all  parts 
of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Ten- 
nessee. About  eighty  percent  of  the  building 
tile  goes  to  Chicago.  The  Meiers  have  much  to 
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do  with  the  success  of  the  brick  manufactur- 
ing plant,  in  which  they  have  a  half  interest, 
at  Lowell.  On  December  4,  1948,  they  brought 
into  existence  the  National  Bank  of  Saint 
Anne,  with  Albert  F.  Meier  as  president  and 
the  other  four  brothers  as  directors.  The  cap- 
ital stock  of  this  bank  is  $60,000,  the  surplus 
$20,000,  while  deposits  total  more  than 
$1,300,000.  The  total  resources  as  of  Novem- 
ber 1,  1049,  were  $1,413,820.16.  This  in- 
stitution, a  member  of  the  American  Bankers 
Association  and  the  Illinois  Bankers  Associa- 
tion, is  further  helping  develop  the  Saint 
Anne  territory. 

Albert  F.  Meier,  the  president  of  the  family 
enterprises,  was  born  in  Pana,  Illinois,  on 
July  7,  1889,  and  was  educated  in  his  native 
community.  When  he  had  completed  his  edu- 
cation he  joined  his  father  in  business.  He 
married  Maud  Saint  Peter  in  1909  and  is  the 
father  of  Dr.  Donald  Meier,  born  on  Novem- 
ber 17,  1915;  Ronald  Meier,  born  January  9, 
1919;  Warren  Meier,  born  on  October  4, 
1923,  and  Marjory  Meier,  born  on  January  9, 
1927.  He  is  active  in  the  Saint  Anne  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  in  the  Masonic  lodge,  of 
which  he  is  past  master. 

Earl  Meier  was  born  in  Byron,  Michigan, 
on  April  1,  1892.  He  married  Myrtle  Irwin  in 
May,  1914,  and  is  the  father  of  Harriet  Meier, 
born  on  January  8,  1918. 

Louis  Meier  was  born  at  Byron  on  August 
27,  1895,  and  was  educated  there.  He,  too, 
entered  the  Meier  enterprises  on  leaving 
school.  He  married  Vernice  Martin  on  Decem- 
ber 23,  1915,  and  is  the  father  of  Martin 
Meier,  born  March  24,  1918,  and  Gordon 
Meier,  born  June  11,  1924.  He  is  prominent 
in  the  civic  affairs  of  Saint  Anne  and  is  pres- 
ident of  the  Saint  Anne  Board  of  Trustees  and 
past  president  of  the  village  high  school 
board.  He  is  also  past  master  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  and  is  prominent  in  the  activities  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Byron  Meier  was  born  at  Byron  on  August 
10,  1902.  He  married  Myrtle  Holtz  and  is  the 
father  of  Doris,  Byron  F.,  Marilyn  and  Shar- 
on Meier.  Educated  in  Saint  Anne's  schools, 
Byron  Meier  has  been  in  business  there  all 
his  life  and  is  one  of  the  outstanding  citizens 
of  the  community. 

Arnold  Meier  was  born  in  Saint  Anne  on 
March  27,  1905,  and  was  also  educated  in  the 
schools  there.  He  married  Wilma  Chayer  in 
1932  and  is  the  father  of  Barbara,  Maxine, 
Grace  and  Dennis  Meier,  all  also  born  in 
Saint  Anne. 


All  the  brothers  have  won  positions  of 
great  stature  in  the  community  and  are  rec- 
ognized and  honored  for  the  contribution  they 
have  made  and  continue  to  make  toward  the 
development  of  Kankakee  County  and  East- 
ern Illinois. 

WAYNE  R.  HINDMAN 

A  far-seeing  innovator  Wayne  R.  Hindman 
gave  Herrin,  seat  of  Williamson  County,  its 
first  taxicabs  and  then,  eleven  years  later, 
made  them  the  first  radio-controlled  cabs  in 
Southern  Illinois  His  cab  system,  known  as 
the  Serv-U-Cab  Company,  began  on  borrowed 
money  but  a  policy  of  ten  cents  a  trip.  Today 
it  is  one  of  the  most  successful  transporta- 
tion businesses  in  the  region.  For  two  years 
Mr.  Hindman  also  headed  the  Herrin  City  Bus 
Lines,  Inc.    He  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  II. 

Born  in  Herrin  on  June  1,  1907,  Mr.  Hind- 
man is  the  son  of  William  E.  and  Ada  (Ban- 
dy) Hindman,  both  also  natives  of  the  Sucker 
State.  His  father,  who  has  spent  most  of 
his  adult  life  in  coal  production,  is  now  a 
mine  examiner.  Wayne  Hindman  was  edu- 
cated in  Herrin's  public  schools,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  in  1928.  He  was  noted 
as  an  athlete  in  high  school,  not  only  play- 
ing football  but  running  the  quarter-mile  re- 
lay and  starring  with  the  shotput. 

In  March,  1928,  Mr.  Hindman  married 
Roberta  Thetford,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jess  Thetford  of  Herrin.  She  died  on 
March  12,  1948.  A  daughter,  Barbara  Jean, 
was  born  to  the  marriage.  She  is  now  mar- 
ried to  Keith  Gettings  and  both  are  attend- 
ing Southern  Illinois  University  at  Carbon- 
dale.  Mr-  Gettings  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hind- 
man's  business  books.  Mrs.  Gettings  attended 
Stephens  College,  Columbia,  Missouri,  for  a 
year.  Mr.  Hindman  is  himself  remarried.  His 
wife  is  the  former  Mildred  Teffertiller, 
daughter  of  Mi*,  and  Mrs.  Ambrose  Teffer- 
tiller of  Christopher.  Mrs.  Hindman  had  op- 
erated Mildred's  Depai-tment  Store  at  Sesser, 
in  Franklin  County,  before  her  marriage,  but 
did  not  own  it.  Mr.  Hindman  bought  it  for 
her,  and  she  continues  operating  it. 

After  he  left  high  school  Mr.  Hindman 
went  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  worked 
in  automobile  plants.  He  also  did  such  work 
in  St.  Louis  and  Flint,  Michigan.  He  was  in 
the  industry  from  1928  to  1933.  In  1934 
he  became  shipping  clerk  for  the  Howard 
and  Casey  Wholesale  House  at  Herrin,  Illi- 
nois, remaining  twenty-one  months.  For  six 
months  more  he  drove  for  the  Egyptian 
Freight  Lines  and  at  the  end  of  that  period 
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began  driving  a  cab.  On  August  1,  1936, 
Mr.  Hindman  borrowed  $200.  He  bought  a 
car,  spent  $50  for  office  and  telephone  and 
started  a  cab  company  for  Herrin.  His  wife 
took  the  calls  and  did  the  office  work,  and 
the  entire  fare  for  a  trip  in  the  company's 
one  cab  was  ten  cents.  In  a  few  weeks  an- 
other cab  was  needed.  Mr.  Hindman's  broth- 
er, Clell  L.  Hindman,  now  also  in  the  busi- 
ness, donated  a  used  car  to  apply  as  down 
payment  on  a  new  car  to  be  operated  as  a 
taxi.  In  six  months  the  firm  had  four  cabs 
in  operation.  Today  there  are  seven.  In 
1947,  Mr.  Hindman  installed  a  two-way  radio 
in  the  cabs,  the  first  in  the  region.  He  named 
his  company  Serv-U-Cab  Company,  and  has 
built  his  business  on  the  basis  of  service. 
In  January  1944,  when  he  went  inta  the  Army 
Mr.  Hindman  sold  the  enterprise,  but  when 
he  returned  to  civilian  life  the  following  year 
he  bought  it  back.  From  1946  to  1948  he 
was  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Herrin  City  Bus  Lines,  Inc. 

So  well  is  Mr.  Hindman  known  in  his  field 
of  business  that  in  1949  he  was  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  Illinois  Taxi  Cab  Associa- 
tion He  is  also  active  in  the  American  Taxi 
Cab  Association.  He  has  been  sergeant-at- 
arms  and  done  committee  work  in  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Herrin,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  ,the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eag.es 
and  the  Herrin  Chamber  of  Commerce.  A 
flyer  since  1941,  Mr.  Hindman  owns  a  Lus- 
com  plane.  He  has  about  one  thousand  hours 
of  flying  time  to  his  credit.  His  activities  are 
contributing  to  the  growth  and  well-being  of 
his  native  region. 

HON.  CHARLES  R.  PINNELL 

All  his  life  a  farmer  and  livestock  man, 
the  Honorable  Charles  R.  Pinnell  of  Ashmore, 
Coles  County,  is  today  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing individuals  in  his  region  of  the  State. 
He  is  not  only  a  successful  figure  in  the  agri- 
cultural world,  but  also  a  board  chairman  of 
the  Charleston  Production  Credit  Association 
and  a  leader  in  school  board  activities  in 
both  Coles  and  Edgar  Counties.  He  is  also 
prominent  in  the  Christian  Church  and 
Masonic   circles. 

Born  at  Kansas,  Edgar  County,  on  Septem- 
ber 14,  1894,  Mr.  Pinnell  is  the  son  of  Har- 
rison F.  and  Margaret  Ringland  Pinnell.  Har- 
rison Pinnell,  born  on  May  31,  1861,  was  a 
breeder  of  registered  Hereford  cattle  from 
1890  to  1916.    He  was  prominent  in  Christian 


Church  work  and  died  in  November,  1936. 
Margaret  Pinnell  was  also  born  at  Kansas, 
on  March  6,  18  63,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  George 
and  Margaret  Ringland,  who  came  to  Illinois 
from   Pennsylvania  after   their   marriage. 

Charles  R.  Pinnell  was  educated  in  a  rural 
school  in  Edgar  County  and  at  the  high  school 
in  Kansas.  He  has  lived  and  worked  on  a 
farm  all  his  life,  having  begun  with  his 
father. 

In  December,  1919,  Mr.  Pinnell  married 
Vera  Smith,  the  daughter  of  W.  O.  and  Min- 
nie (Jackson)  Smith.  The  ceremony  took 
place  in  the  home  of  the  Reverend  R.  S.  Mc- 
Cowan,  Pontiac.  Mrs.  Pinnell  is  active  in  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  the  Kansas  Wo- 
men's Club,  the  Ashmore  unit  of  the  Coles 
County  Home  Bureau  and  in  Sunday  School 
and  other  programs  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Mrs.  Pinnell's  hobbies  are  the  collecting  of 
antiques  and  flower  gardening.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pinnell  have  two  children.  Their  son,  Wayne 
Charles  Pinnell,  born  on  September  28,  1920, 
married  Evelyn  Goblie,  who  was  born  on 
November  22,  1921.  They  have  a  son  and 
daughter,  Stephen  Charles,  born  May  15, 
19  44,  and  Dianna  Lynn,  born  January  2  6, 
1946.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Pinnell's  daughter,  Doro- 
thy Jean,  born  on  August  2,  1924,  is  the  wife 
of  John  Charles  Adams,  who  was  born  on 
February  10,  192  3.  They  also  have  a  daugh- 
ter and  son,  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  on  Septem- 
ber 22,  1946,  and  Edward  Allyn,  born  July 
28,    1948. 

In  1919,  after  his  marriage,  Charles  Pin- 
nell moved  with  his  wife  to  a  farm  of  his 
own,  about  four  miles  from  his  birthplace. 
Here  he  has  continued  his  crop-growing  and 
livestock-raising-and-feeding  activities.  For 
years  he  has  maintained  a  herd  of  registered 
Herefords,  and  this  goes  back  to  the  time  he 
was  twelve,  when  he  owned  his  first  Here- 
ford. Mr.  Pinnell  served  eleven  years  as  di- 
rector of  the  Charleston  Production  Credit 
Association,  eight  as  board  chairman.  For 
nine  years  he  was  on  the  rural  school  board 
of  directors  for  District  25,  Coles  County; 
for  thirteen  years  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Kansas  Community  High  School  Board  and 
for  two  years  was  chairman  of  the  Edgar 
County  School  Survey  Committee.  For  twenty- 
two  years  Mr.  Pinnell  was  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  School  of  the  Kansas  Christian 
Church,  and  also  taught  a  class  of  boys  and 
girls.  In  addition,  he  has  been  on  the  board 
of  elders  and  been  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republician,  but 
entirely    as    a    voter.     His    address    is    Rural 
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Route  2,  Ashmore.  In  his  section  of  Coles 
County,  Mr.  Pinnell  is  regarded  as  a  citizen 
who  has  done  his  utmost  to  speed  develop- 
ment and  welfare. 

FREDERICK  PHILIP  SCHLITT,  SR. 

From  the  time  he  was  fifteen  years  old 
until  his  death  in  1929  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six,  Frederick  Philip  Schlitt,  Sr.,  was  in  the 
hardware  business — a  span  of  fifty-one  years. 
In  that  period  Mr.  Schlitt  became  a  noted 
figure  in  the  hardware  world  and  one  of  Illi- 
nois' outstanding  citizens.  He  was  the  founder 
of  the  Schlitt  Hardware  Company  of  Spring- 
field, a  firm  with  retail  stores  in  that  city  and 
in  Bloomington  and  Jacksonville  and  an  af- 
filiated enterprise,  an  industrial  supply  house. 
The  Schlitt  Hardware  Company  is  today  op- 
erated as  a  partnership  by  Mr.  Schlitt's  three 
sons,  Frederick  Philip  Schlitt,  Jr.,  Franklin 
Schlitt  and  Theodore  Schlitt,  all  three  of  whom 
have  become  leading  business  men  in  Down- 
state  Illinois.  The  industrial  supply  business, 
founded  by  the  sons,  is  now  operated  by  them 
and  their  wives  as  a  partnership,  and  has 
also  grown  to  tremendous  proportions,  ex- 
tending the  fame  of  the  Schlitt  name. 

Born  in  Springfield  on  January  4,  1863,  the 
senior  Frederick  Philip  Schlitt  went  to  work 
at  an  early  age.  In  1878,  when  he  was  fifteen, 
he  began  his  career  in  the  hardware  business. 
This  was  with  the  0.  F.  Stebbins  hardware 
store  in  Springfield.  He  remained  with  this 
firm  until  1883,  when  he  moved  to  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  to  work  for  Richards  and  Con- 
over,  also  a  hardware  concern.  A  few  years 
later  Mr.  Schlitt  moved  to  Chicago  and  there 
was  employed  by  the  Stebbins  Hardware  Com- 
pany. In  1890,  Mr.  Schlitt  returned  to  Spring- 
field as  general  manager  of  the  J.  L.  Hudson 
Corporation,  hardware  merchants,  a  post  he 
held  through  1915.  On  February  15,  1916,  Mr. 
Schlitt  opened  for  business  as  the  Schlitt  Hard- 
ware Company.  His  first  store  was  at  407  East 
Adams  Street,  Springfield.  But  soon  he  was 
forced  to  move  to  larger  quarters  at  418  East 
Adams  Street.  About  1925  he  had  to  make 
another  move,  his  business  having  grown  to  a 
point  where  it  demanded  considerable  space, 
and  he  established  the  store  at  its  present  lo- 
cation, 422  East  Adams  Street,  Springfield. 
When  he  first  started,  Mr.  Schlitt  had  the 
assistance  of  two  clerks.  Today  there  are 
twenty-seven  employees  in  the  business,  and 
the  operations  extend  into  many  corners  of 
the  state. 

Mr.  Schlitt  married  Louise  Eberlin,  a  native 
of  Springfield,  in  that  city  in  1898.  She  died 


on  April  25,  1939.  Of  the  three  sons  of  that 
marriage,  the  oldest,  Frederick  Philip  Schlitt, 
Jr.,  was  born  in  Springfield  on  August  11, 
1902.  He  has  become  one  of  the  renowned 
citizens  of  his  native  city.  He  is  known  not 
only  in  the  hardware  business  and  civic  af- 
fairs but  in  the  Masonic  world.  Member  of  all 
Masonic  bodies,  including  the  Jesters  and 
Ansar  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Springfield,  he  is  im- 
mediate past  potentate  of  the  Temple.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Springfield, 
the  Illini  and  Sangamon  Clubs.  He  married 
Irma  Calliflower  on  August  3,  1929,  and  is  the 
father  of  Jo  Ann  Schlitt,  born  on  August  20, 
1931.  The  second  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Schlitt  is 
Franklin  Schlitt,  born  on  May  4,  1906,  also  in 
Springfield.  He,  too,  is  prominent  in  com- 
munity life  and  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club  of  Springfield  and  the  Sangamon  Club 
and  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Masonry. 
The  youngest  son  is  Theodore  Schlitt,  born 
in  Springfield  on  April  25,  1908.  He  is  another 
of  the  family  prominent  in  Masonry  and  like- 
wise belongs  to  all  bodies,  including  the  Shrine 
and  the  Jesters.  In  addition  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Elks  Lodge,  the  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Illini  and  Sangamon  Clubs.  Franklin  Schlitt 
married  Doris  Goodall  on  August  5,  1927, 
while  Theodore  Schlitt  married  Edith  Williams 
on  July  11,  1931.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore 
Schlitt  are  the  parents  of  Theodore  Schlitt, 
Jr.,  born  on  February  24,  1938,  and  Janet 
Schlitt,  born  on  July  23,  1941. 

On  March  1,  1929,  Mr.  Schlitt  took  the  two 
older  sons  into  the  Schlitt  Hardware  Company. 
Only  a  few  months  later,  on  November  26, 
1929,  as  he  was  approaching  his  sixty-seventh 
birthday,  he  died.  Theodore  Schlitt  was  at  the 
time  a  student  at  the  University  of  Illinois. 
When  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1931,  he  too 
was  taken  into  the  family  partnership.  On 
April  1,  1939,  the  three  brothers  organized  an 
industrial  supply  business.  On  January  1, 
1944,  they  converted  this  into  an  adequate 
partnership,  with  themselves  and  each  of  their 
wives  as  equal  partners.  The  first  of  the  retail 
branches  was  opened  in  Bloomington  on  De- 
cember 5,  1941,  and  five  persons  are  now  em- 
ployed there.  The  store  at  Jacksonville  was 
opened  on  April  1,  1944.  This  was  purchased 
from  the  old  Smith  Hardware  Company,  which 
had  been  in  business  in  Jacksonville  many 
years.  Under  the  guidance  of  the  three  sons 
the  great  business  founded  by  the  late  Fred- 
erick Philip  Schlitt  is  flourishing  and  spread- 
ing like  the  green  bay-tree,  perpetuating  the 
traditions    of    public    service    established    by 
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that  public-spirited  and  generous  citizen  who 
left  so  strong  a  mark  of  his  personality  on 
Springfield  and  the   state  in  general. 

CARL  M.  REISCH 

Gold  Top  Beer,  bottles,  cans  and  kegs,  is 
made  by  a  company  which  celebrated  its 
hundredth  anniversary  in  1949.  That  concern 
is  the  Reisch  Brewing  Company  of  Spring- 
field, founded  by  Carl  M.  Reisch's  grand- 
father. Once  headed  not  only  by  the  grand- 
father but  also  by  Mr.  Reisch's  father,  the 
firm  is  now  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Reisch, 
the  third  generation  in  the  business.  Like 
his  grandfather  and  father,  Mr.  Reisch,  a 
lawyer  by  profession,  has  been  one  of  Spring- 
field's Leading  citizens  for  years.  Associated 
in  the  brewing  company  with  him  are  his 
brothers,  George  F.  Reisch,  vice  president, 
and  Walter  S   Reisch,   secretary-treasurer. 

Carl  M.  Reisch  was  born  in  Springfield  on 
March  9,  1884,  the  son  of  George  Reisch,  a 
native  of  Sangamon  County  who  died  in  July, 
1938,  after  an  illustrious  career.  George 
Reisch's  father  was  Franz  S.  Reisch,  who 
was  born  in  Germany  and  who  came  to  the 
United  States  as  a  young  man  in  1833.  Franz 
Reisch  founded  the  Reisch  Brewery  in  1849, 
starting  on  a  small  scale.  Through  the  years 
the  brewery  has  expanded  and  grown.  It  now 
has  a  capacity  of  100,000  barrels  a  year,  and 
its  plant  consists  of  several  buildings.  George 
Reisch  followed  his  father  into  the  business 
and  succeeded  him  as  its  president.  He  was 
also  an  officer  of  the  Illinois  National  Bank 
of  Springfield,  a  director  of  the  Springfield 
Elevator  Milling  Company  and  a  partner  in 
the  ownership  of  one  of  Springfield's  two 
streetcar  lines.  He  was  also  an  officer  and 
director  of  many  other  Springfield  enter- 
prises and  was  active  in  all  the  city's  major 
community  programs. 

Carl  M.  Reisch  was  educated  in  the  grade 
and  high  schools  of  Springfield  and  in  the 
University  of  Michigan  College  of  Law,  Ann 
Arbor,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1910. 
After  practicing  law  in  Springfield  two  years, 
Mr.  Reisch  joined  his  father  in  the  brewing 
business.  At  first  he  did  office  work.  Then, 
he  managed  a  coal  mine  owned  by  his  father. 
This  was  sold  in  1927.  He  has  devoted  him- 
self entirely  to  brewing  since  that  year.  When 
his  father  retired  in  1932,  Carl  Reisch  assumed 
the  presidency  of  the  Reisch  Brewing  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Reisch's  brothers  joined  him  in  the 
enterprise  a  few  years  after  he  went  into  it, 
and  have  themselves  made  a  large  contribu- 
tion to  its  success.    "Gold  Top"  was  adopted 


as  a  brand  name  for  the  beer  in  1910  and  it  is 
distributed  in  a  territory  with  a  radius  of  70 
miles  of  Springfield.  Thirty-five  are  em- 
ployed in  the  brewery. 

George  F.  Reisch,  who  is  vice  president  of 
the  company,  married  Alvina  Graser,  a  native 
of  Springfield,  and  is  the  father  of  Margaret, 
now  Mrs.  Louis  Giblin;  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
Frank  Zimmerman;  George,  who  married  Bet- 
ty Hatcher;  Catherine,  now  Mrs.  Theodore 
Dickson,  and  Edward,  who  married  Helen 
Shonka,  a  native  of  Nebraska,  and  is  the  fa- 
ther of  Joan,  Helen  and  Walter  Reisch,  Jr. 

Carl  M.  Reisch  married  Audrey  Lyons,  a 
native  of  Minneapolis,  on  June  5,  1912.  Mrs. 
Reisch  is  active  in  the  Catholic  Daughters  of 
America.  She  and  Mr.  Reisch  have  four 
children — Carl  Reisch,  Jr.,  born  in  1916; 
Robert  F.  Reisch,  born  in  1920;  Barbara,  now 
Mrs.  Jerome  Blair,  born  in  1924,  and  Anne 
L.  Reisch,  born  in  1932.  The  family  worships 
in  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Reisch,  whose 
hobby  is  bowling,  is  active  in  the  Springfield 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  He  is  a  popular  citizen  of  Springfield 
and  one  who  is  helping  maintain  that  city's 
prosperity  and  culture. 

CHARLES  T.  BISCH 

Charles  T.  Bisch  was  the  son  of  Philip  and 
Isabel  Bisch  (nee  Freu)  and  was  born  in 
Springfield,  Illinois  in  the  year  1860,  in  which 
city  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He  attended  grade 
school  in  Springfield,  and  graduated  from 
Springfield  High  School  at  the  age  of  13,  and 
at  that  time  started  working  for  his  father, 
Philip  Bisch,  a  cabinet  maker. 

Charles  and  his  father  made  furniture, 
brick  molds,  and  coffins;  their  shop  was  lo- 
cated on  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Jefferson 
Street. 

A  few  years  later,  in  1880,  Charles  Bisch, 
his  father,  and  his  brother  George,  entered 
the  furniture  business,  opening  a  store  at  109 
North  Sixth.  Four  years  after  entering  the 
furniture  business,  Charles  married  Anna  Mc- 
Caully — a  marriage  which  was  destined  to  be 
a  long  and  helpful  partnership  of  the  most 
exemplary  sort. 

A  year  later,  in  1885,  Harold  P.  Bisch  was 
born.  Charles'  father  died  in  1889,  and 
Charles  continued  in  the  furniture  business  at 
the  Sixth  Street  address. 

The  furniture  business  continued  to  prosper 
and  expand.  In  1894  Charles  sold  the  furniture 
business,  and  went  into  the  carpet  and  drapery 
business  just  across  the  street  from  his  previ- 
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ous  address,  the  new  address  being;  110  North 
Sixth. 

During  the  next  few  years  there  were  a 
number  of  changes.  In  1896,  Charles  Bisch 
entered  the  undertaking-  and  funeral  business 
at  110  \s  North  Sixth  and  in  1899  due  to  the 
growth  of  both  the  undertaking  and  the  car- 
pet business,  the  two  businesses  were  sepa- 
rated, the  carpet  business  being  moved  to  106 
North  Sixth  while  the  undertaking  business 
remained  at  110  North  Sixth. 

It  was  in  1900  that  Harold  P.  Bisch  defi- 
nitely chose  the  undertaking  business  as  his 
profession,  and  started  to  work  for  his  father. 
Just  six  years  later,  in  1906,  Harold  P.  Bisch 
was  made  partner  in  the  undertaking  bui- 
ness. 

Business  continued  to  grow  and  prosper  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  was  necessary,  in  1921, 
to  move  into  much  larger  quarters.  A  suitable 
location  was  found  at  723  East  Capitol,  the 
former  Governor's  Mansion.  The  business  was 
conducted  from  that  address  until  the  Spring 
of  1950,  at  which  time  the  magnificent  new 
memorial  home  at  Fifth  and  Allen  was  dedi- 
cated and  placed  in  service. 

Charles  T.  Bisch  remained  in  the  funeral 
business  until  his  death,  in  September,  1939, 
at  which  time  he  rejoined  his  beloved  wife 
who  had  preceded  him  in  death  slightly  more 
than  one  year. 

Those  who  knew  him  best  are  unanimous  in 
describing  Charles  T.  Bisch  as  a  devout  Chris- 
tian who  lived  up  to  all  the  tenets  of  his 
church,  who  practiced  Christianity  seven  days 
out  of  every  week,  and  whose  greatness  of 
character  won  for  him  a  circle  of  friends  such 
as  few  men  accumulate. 

He  was  a  member  of  Grace  Lutheran  Church 
and  for  many  years  served  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School.  He  was  affiliated  with 
Springfield  Lodge  No.  4,  AF&AM,  Springfield 
Consistory,  Ansar  Shrine,  Lala  Rookh  Chap- 
ter No.  216,  O.E.S.,  Council  and  Knights 
Templars,  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  the 
Degree  of  Pocahontas,  and  the  Past  Sachems 
Association  of  Illinois.  He  was  particularly 
active  in  the  Red  Men  filling  in  turn  all  the 
offices  of  the  State  and  National  Association. 

Charles  T.  Bisch  was  also  a  member  of  San- 
gamon Lodge  366,  I.O.O.F.,  Prairie  State  En- 
campment, Lila  Lodge  D.  of  R.,  Knights  Py- 
thias, Pythian  Sisters,  Royal  Neighbors,  Mod- 
ern Woodmen,  and  Springfield  Lodge  No.  158, 
B.  P.  O.  E. 

His  wife,  Anna,  was  likewise  active  in  all 
civic  and  literary  societies  as  well  as  being 
interested  in  lodge  work.  She  was  a  member  of 


the  Springfield  Womens  Club,  Literary  Re- 
search, Kings  Daughters,  Springfield  Art  As- 
sociation, and  the  Ladies  Aid  of  Grace  Luth- 
eran Church,  of  which  she  was  a  member  for 
many  years. 

The  Bisch  Memorial  Home  at  Fifth  and 
Allen  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  was  constructed 
as  a  memorial  to  Charles  T.  and  Anna  Bisch. 
Ground  for  the  new  structure  was  broken  on 
May  10,  1949;  the  memorial  and  dedicatory 
services  were  held  March  23,  1950. 

At  that  time,  Philip  Bisch,  son  of  Harold 
Bisch  and  grandson  of  Charles  T.  and  Anna, 
unveiled  the  bronze  plaque  which  now  hangs 
in  the  building  and  which  is  inscribed:  "Dedi- 
cated to  the  Service  of  Humanity  and  To  the 
Memory  of  Charles  T.  and  Anna  M.  Bisch." 

Harold  Philip  Bisch,  better  known  as  Philip, 
was  born  in  Springfield,  Illinois  on  September 
27,  1923.  In  June  1941,  he  graduated  from 
Western  Military  Academy  in  Alton,  and  en- 
tered into  the  funeral  business  with  his  father, 
Harold  P.  Bisch  that  same  year.  World  War 
II  interrupted  his  career  for  three  and  one- 
half  years;  he  was  an  officer  of  the  U.  S. 
Infantry  during  the  war  in  the  South  Pacific 
theater  of  operations. 

After  the  war,  Philip  attended  the  College 
of  Mortuary  Science  in  St.  Louis,  and  after 
graduation  he  passed  the  State  Board  and 
was  licensed  as  both  an  embalmer  and  a 
funeral  director.  He  is  now  First  Vice  Presi- 
dent and  Manager  of  Charles  T.  Bisch  and 
Son,  Inc.  operating  and  conducting  the  Bisch 
Memorial  Home  at  Fifth  and  Allen. 

The  present  heads  of  the  business,  Harold 
P.  Bisch-  and  Philip  Bisch,  the  second  and 
third  generation,  respectively,  have  frequently 
expressed  the  belief  that  their  most  precious 
heritage  was  and  is  the  traditions  of  service 
which  were  handed  down  to  son  and  to  grand- 
son by  one  of  Springfield's  best-loved  and 
most  highly  respected  citizens,  the  founder  of 
the  business:    Charles   T.   Bisch. 

ADOLPH  CARL  MODAHL 

The  reputation  of  Adolph  Carl  Modahl  of 
Bloomington  as  citizen  and  leader  in  the  ready- 
mixed  concrete  industry  has  spread  from  the 
Wabash  Valley,  where  he  is  an  outstanding 
figure,  to  many  other  parts  of  the  nation.  Mr. 
Modahl  is  one  of  the  founders  and  is  president 
of  Modahl  and  Scott,  Inc.,  the  big  ready-mixed 
concrete  firm  at  Bloomington.  He  is  a  figure 
of  influence  in  the  organizations  of  the  trade 
and  in  the  community,  and  is  well  known  for 
his  work  on  behalf  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Mr.  Modahl  was  born  in  Bergen,  Norway,  on 
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April  12,  1897.  His  father,  also  named  Adolph 
and  also  a  native  of  Norway,  was  a  ship's 
captain  who  died  in  1903.  The  mother 
Martha  (Sunde)  Modahl,  likewise  born  in 
Norway,  died  in  1904.  Completely  orphaned 
at  an  early  age,  Adolph  Carl  Modahl  has 
risen  to-  success  by  surmounting  numerous  ob- 
stacles and  difficulties.  He  was  a  young  boy 
when  brought  to  America  and  for  many  years 
lived  in  Chicago.  He  was  educated  in  that 
city's  elementary  and  high  schools  and  for 
four  years  worked  in  a  bank  there.  When  the 
United  States  entered  World  War  I,  he  gave 
up  his  job  to  serve  in  the  Navy  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  in  1919.  It  was  on  his  return 
to  civilian  life  that  year  that  Mr.  Modahl  en- 
tered the  field  of  the  building  trades.  This  was 
with  a  building  materials  concern  in  Chicago. 
After  two  years  with  this  concern  as  salesman, 
Mr.  Modahl  moved  to  Bloomington.  The  year 
was  1924  and  from  that  time  to  1944  he  was 
associated  with  Berenz  and  Sons.  In  1944,  Mr. 
Modahl  resigned  his  post  and  joined  Edward 
C.  Scott  in  forming  the  firm  of  Modahl  and 
Scott,  Inc.,  of  which  Mr.  Modahl  has  been 
president  since  that  time.  The  firm's  ready- 
mixed  concrete  and  other  products  are  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  Corn  Belt  and  in  this 
region  Mr.  Modahl's  name  is  known  to  all.  His 
partner  is  also  a  well  known  figure  in  the  in- 
dustry and  community. 

On  March  16,  1948,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  Mr. 
Modahl  married  Elizabeth  Hayes.  Mrs.  Modahl, 
a  native  of  Savannah,  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Genevieve  (Reborn)  Hayes,  who  now  re- 
side in  Orlando,  Florida.  Mr.  Hayes  is  an 
auditor  with  the  United  States  Government. 
No  children  have  been  born  to  this  marriage. 
Mrs.  Modahl  has  two  children  by  a  previous 
marriage — William  and  Horace.  By  a  first 
marriage  of  his  own,  Mr.  Modahl  is  the  father 
of  a  daughter,  Elaine,  who  was  born  on  No- 
vember 10,  1918,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  R.  D. 
Lyons.  Mrs.  Lyons  is  the  mother  of  two  sons 
and  a  daughter,  Richard,  Randy  and  Martha. 
Mr.  Modahl's  first  wife  was  Emma  (Engle) 
Modahl,  a  native  of  Chicago.  The  marriage 
took  place  on  January  11,  1917.  Mrs.  Emma 
Modahl  died  on  November  20,  1945.  The 
Modahl  home  is  at  1232  East  Jefferson  Ave- 
nue, Bloomington. 

Among  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Modahl's  lead- 
ership in  his  field  of  business  are  the  offices 
he  has  held  in  trade  organizations.  He  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Wabash  Valley  Ready 
Mixed  Concrete  Association  and  is  at  present 
serving  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Na- 
tional Ready  Mixed  Concrete  Association.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  the 


Bloomington  Association  of  Commerce  and 
the  Masonic  order  in  which  he  has  obtained 
the  thirty-second  degree  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Shrine.  He  is  on  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Central  Christian  Church  of  Blooming- 
ton. Fishing  and  traveling  are  his  major  re- 
laxations. Mr.  Modahl's  influence  has  had  a 
substantial  effect  on  community  progress  and 
on  the  development  of  his  industry. 

MERVIN  RUSSELL  SHELBY 

In  the  automobile  business  since  he  was 
sixteen  years  old — which  was  during  the 
World  War  I  period — Mervin  Russell  Shelby 
of  Champaign  is  today  one  of  the  big  dealers 
in  Eastern  Illinois.  He  is  the  sole  owner  of 
the  Shelby  Motors  Company,  with  office  in 
Champaign  and  a  branch  in  Urbana.  His 
company  handles  Dodge  and  Plymouth  pas- 
senger automobiles  and  Dodge  "Job  Rated" 
trucks,  drawing  customers  from  a  wide  area 
beyond  Champaign-Urbana  and  Champaign 
County.  In  that  area  Mr.  Shelby's  is  a  well 
known  and  respected  name. 

Mervin  Russell  Shelby  was  born  in  Hoopes- 
ton,  Illinois,  on  October  11,  1901,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  F.  and  Willa  (Williamson) 
Shelby.  His  father,  also  a  native  of  Hoopes- 
ton,  was  for  many  years  a  carpenter  and 
builder  in  Champaign,  where  he  is  now  Living 
in  retirement  with  his  wife.  Mrs.  Shelby  is 
a  native  of  Rossville,  Illinois. 

The  family  moved  from  Hoopeston  to 
Champaign  when  the  future  automobile  deal- 
er was  four  years  old.  Thus  he  began  his  edu- 
cation in  the  university  community,  attend- 
ing first  the  grade  and  then  the  high  schools. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  a  mechanic 
in  the  automobile  business  and  for  twelve 
years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  M.  M.  Eser- 
ence,  proprietor  of  a  garage. 

Mr.  Shelby's  next  step  was  a  position  in 
the  factory  branch  of  the  Buick  Automobile 
Company  in  Chicago.  In  192  9  he  returned  to 
Champaign  to  become  a  mechanic  for  the 
Parkhill  Motor  Company.  There  he  remained 
until  1939,  when  he  went  to  work  for  the 
IlLini  Motor  Company,  Dodge  and  Plymouth 
dealers  in  Champaign.  In  1942  he  bought 
out  this  agency  and  gave  it  his  own  name — 
Shelby  Motors.  He  has  enlarged  the  business 
and  in  1948  and  1949  built  a  modern  sales- 
room and  sales  garage  in  Champaign,  at  408- 
412  South  Neil  Street.  In  Champaign  and  in 
his  branch  in  Urbana  Mr.  Shelby  employs 
fifty  persons.  In  addition  to  sales  and  service, 
Mr.  Shelby  sells  Dodge  and  Plymouth  parts. 

He  married  Alice  E.  Brown  in  Champaign 
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and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three 
children — Robert  Jean  Shelby,  who  is  associ- 
ated with  his  father  in  the  automobile  busi- 
ness; Richard  Mervin  Shelby  and  William 
Larry  Shelby.  The  family  is  at  1213  West 
Church  Street,   Champaign. 

Mr.  Shelby  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
Automobile  Dealers  Association,  the  National 
Automobile  Dealers  Association,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose, 
being  active  in  the  Champaign  lodges^  of  the 
two  fraternal  orders.  With  his  family  he 
worships  in  the  Methodist  Church.  Boating 
and  fishing  are  his  favorite  sports.  As  a  busi- 
ness man  in  an  important  field  of  operations 
he  has  participated  in  all  major  movements 
aimed  at  development  of  the  twin  university 
communities  and  the  surrounding  rural  and 
urban   region. 

THURMOND  INGRAM  ADAMS 

It  was  Thurmond  Ingram  Adams'  maternal 
grandfather,  of  the  well-known  Thurmond 
family,  who  introduced  him  to  activity  in  a 
monumental  works  and  it  was  an  uncle  on  the 
mother's  side  who  encouraged  him  to  continue 
in  this  field.  Today,  Thurmond  Ingram 
Adams,  operating  the  Adams  Monument 
Company  in  Charleston,  seat  of  Coles  County, 
is  one  of  the  best  known  figures  in  this  indus- 
try in  his  section  of  the  State.  Mr.  Adams 
is  not  alone  in  this  business  for  his  partner  is 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Gladys  Adams,  who  works  side 
by  side  with  him  in  its  management.  Mr. 
Adams  is  prominent  in  Masonry  as  well  as 
in  civic  work,  and  he  is  well  known  for  his 
hobby,    motorboating. 

He  was  born  at  Marion,  Illinois,  on  March 
3,  1911,  the  son  of  Walter  and  Evaylon 
(Thurmond)  Adams.  His  father,  the  son  of 
Wright  and  Helen  (Malone)  Adams,  and  a 
native  of  Thackery,  Illinois,  died  in  1918. 
The  mother,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Elisha 
M.  and  Ida  (Ingram)  Thurmond,  later  was 
married  to  Joe  Long  of  Marion. 

Thurmond  Adams  became  deeply  attached 
to  his  maternal  grandparents  for,  having  lost 
[his  father  when  he  was  seven,  he  spent 
much  of  his  boyhood  in  their  home.  He  at- 
tended grade  and  high  school  at  Marion  and 
spent  one  term  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
in  Champaign. 

When  he  was  sixteen  Mr.  Adams  went  to 
work  in  the  Thurmond  Monument  Shop  at 
Marion,  founded  by  his  grandfather  and  later 
continued  by  his  uncle.  In  his  years  with  this 
shop  Mr.  Adams  worked  as  monument  setter, 


sandblaster,  shop  foreman  and  salesman,  and 
became  familiar  at  first  hand  with  all  the 
phases  of  the  industry.  For  about  one  year 
in  the  course  of  that  period  he  worked  for  a 
construction  company,  but  returned  to  monu- 
mental work. 

In  the  meantime,  on  September  20,  1936, 
in  the  Methodist  Parsonage  at  Marion,  Mr. 
Adams  married  Gladys  E.  Jacobs,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Walter  R.  and  Lula  (Newton)  Jacobs. 
Born  in  Johnston  City,  Illinois,  Mrs.  Adams 
was  educated  in  its  grade  and  high  schools. 
She  is  prominent  at  Charleston  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  its  Federated  Women's  Club,  being 
especially  active  in  the  club's  Young  Wom- 
en's and  Literature  departments  and  the  Busi- 
ness and  Professional  Club.  At  Marion,  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Junior  Women's  Club. 

In  September,  1947,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams 
bought  a  monument  company  in  Harrisburg, 
Illinois,  and  since  that  time  husband  and  wife 
have  been  partners  and  jointly  active  in  this 
industry,  with  Mrs.  Adams  devoting  herself 
full  time  to  the  work.  In  November,  1947, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  bought  out  the  Briggs 
Monument  Company  in  Charleston  and  in 
May,  1948,  sold  the  Harrisburg  shop  to  be 
free  for  full  time  activity  at  Charleston.  In 
their  first  eighteen  months  at  Charleston  they 
continued  operating  the  business  under  the 
Briggs  name,  but  then  changed  it  to  Adams 
Monument  Company.  They  have  since  com- 
pletely remodeled  the  monument  building, 
made  a  large  and  attractive  display  yard  and 
built  the  stock  up  to  the  largest  display  in 
their  area.  Mr.  Adams  is  proud  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  one  of  the  most  modern 
shops  and  has  the  only  complete  manufactur- 
ing plant  in  this  section  of  the  country.  He 
has  the  huge  drag  saw  and  polishers  and  all 
other  necessary  machinery  for  complete  man- 
ufacture. Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  find  the 
work  interesting,  and  their  aim  is  to  build  up 
the  standards  of  memorials  to  achieve  a  beau- 
tiful cemetery  in  every  community.  They 
believe  a  memorial,  large  or  small,  is  an  ex- 
pression of  love  and  memory,  and  of  man- 
kind's eternal  faith  in  God. 

Mr.  Adams  holds  the  thirty-second  degree 
in  Masonry  and  among  the  bodies  to  which 
he  belongs  is  the  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Rotary,  having  first  belonged  at  Har- 
risburg. Hunting  and  fishing  are  his  main 
interests,  but  motorboating  has  also  been  a 
hobby  and  he  has  owned  several  outboard 
boats  and  motors.  He  worships  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,   Mrs.   Adams  in  the  First 
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Christian  Church.    Both  are  well  liked,  in  busi- 
ness and  social  life. 

JOHN  DORAN 

Born  on  an  original  land  grant  in  Illi- 
nois made  to  his  family  by  the  United  States 
Government,  John  Doran,  now  of  Urbana,  has 
attained  tremendous  stature  in  the  freighting 
and  warehousing  world.  Founder  of  the 
Champaign  Transfer  and  Storage  Company, 
Mr.  Doran  has  become  a  figure  of  importance 
in  the  business  and  civic  life  of  the  twin- 
city  area.  A  veteran  of  World  War  I,  he  is 
equally  well  known  in  veterans'  circles. 

Mr.  Doran's  birth  occurred  near  Oakwood 
on  August  12,  1894.  His  father,  John  Grant 
Doran,  was  a  farmer.  His  mother  was  Mary 
Elizabeth  (Mason)  Doran,  the  daughter  of 
John    Albert   and    Margaret   Mason. 

After  he  had  completed  his  schooling  at 
Oakwood,  John  Doran  went  to  Danville  in 
1913  for  train  service  with  the  Illinois  Trac- 
tion System  of  which  the  late  Senator  William 
McKinley  was  president  at  the  time.  The  sys- 
tem is  now  the  Illinois  Terminal  Railroad. 
Except  for  the  year  he  was  in  service  with 
the  United  States  Army  Mr.  Doran  was  with 
the  railroad  until  he  established  the  Cham- 
paign Transfer  and  Storage  Company. 

In  1932  Mr.  Doran  "cut  from  trainservice" 
to  work  in  the  freight  department  of  the 
railroad  in  Champaign  and  it  was  then  that 
his  plans  we,re  made  to  start  the  storage  busi- 
ness in  a  vacant  building  at  611  North  Wal- 
nut Street.  In  1937  Mr.  Doran  gave  up  work 
for  the  railroad  to  give  full  attention  to  de- 
veloping his  business.  It  has  become,  under 
his  direction,  one  of  the  best  known  and  one 
of  the  biggest  in  Central  Illinois.  Freight 
coming  to  Champaign  by  truck  via  the  De- 
catur Cartage  Company  is  handled  through 
Mr.  Doran's  warehouse.  He  stores  and  packs 
household  goods  and  merchandise  and  also 
does  crating  and  packing  for  shipment  by 
railroad.  In  addition  he  does  moving  by 
truck,  both  local  and  long  distance.  His  firm 
makes  shipments  to  any  place  in  the  world 
and  receives  them  from  any  place  in  the 
world. 

One  of  those  who  helped  Mr.  Doran  build 
his  business  was  his  wife,  the  former  Marian 
Swisher  of  Rossville,  the  daughter  of  Lemon 
Chester  and  Ella  (Maury)  Swisher.  They 
were  married  on  December  31,  1919.  In  the 
first  few  years  of  the  business,  Mrs.  Doran 
gave  help  in  the  office.  But  she  has  since 
devoted  herself  to  her  home  and  family  and 


to  her  many  interests  in  the  community.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Doran  are  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Urbana.  Mrs.  Doran 
is  active  in  the  various  welfare  agencies  of 
the  twin  cities,  in  which  she  frequently  gives 
assistance  as  a  volunteer  worker.  She  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Lincoln  School  Par- 
ent-Teachers Association  in  Urbana.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Doran  have  two  daughters — Mary  Ellen, 
the  wife  of  James  C.  Easterbrook  and  the 
mother  of  John,  Gale  and  Susan  Easterbrook, 
born  in  1940,  1947  and  1949,  respectively; 
and  Lois,  th  wife  of  William  B.  Dean  and 
mother  of  Billy  Dean,  born  in  1947.  The 
Doran  home  is  at  413  West  Main  Street,  in 
Urbana. 

Mr.  Doran  is  a  member  of  the  Champaign 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of  the  Champaign 
Post,  No.  24,  American  Legion.  He  was  with 
the  United  States  Army  from  April  3,  1918, 
to  March  1,  1919,  serving  with  Battery  D, 
68th  Regiment,  Heavy  Artillery  Coast  Artil- 
lery Corps.  He  had  his  training  at  Fort 
Wright  on  Fisher's  Island,  New  York.  He 
was  in  France  from  August  9,  1918,  to  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1919,  and  was  discharged  from 
Camp  Grant.    His  business  has  been  his  hobby. 

An  indication  of  Mr.  Doran's  success  is 
the  many  friends  he  has  made  in  and  outside 
the  business  world. 

JOHN  WALTER  MALONE,  JR.,  D.D. 

A  man  may  be  known  by  the  friends  he 
keeps,  but  a  university  is  known  by  the  alumni 
it  produces  and  the  kind  of  administrator  and 
faculty  it  has.  James  Millikin  University  of 
Decatur,  made  famous  in  its  comparatively 
few  years  of  existence — few,  so  far  as  uni- 
versity ages  go — by  the  high  caliber  of  its 
successful  graduates,  is  fortunate  in  its  cur- 
rent administrator  and  in  the  faculty  he  has 
maintained  and  retained.  He  is  the  Reverend 
Doctor  John  Walter  Malone,  Jr.,  who  has  a 
national  reputation  both  as  educator  and  as 
Presbyterian  clergyman  and  who  was  the 
founder  and  for  nineteen  years  the  director 
of  the  McKinley  Foundation-Presbyterian  Stu- 
dent Center  at  the  University  of  Illinois  in 
Urbana.  Outside  the  immediate  fields  of  edu- 
cation and  religion,  Dr.  Malone  is  a  noteworthy 
figure  also  in  welfare  and  civic  work. 

He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  March 
4,  1888,  the  son  of  J.  Walter  and  Emma  I. 
(Brown)  Malone.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  was  treasurer  of  the  Malone 
Stone  Company  of  Cleveland  and  also  pastor 
of  the  First  Friends  Church  and  founder  of 
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the  Cleveland  Bible  College.  Emma  Brown  Ma- 
lone,  daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Margaret 
Brown,  moved  from  Canada  to  Cleveland  about 
1870.  The  future  university  president  was  a 
student  at  Western  Reserve  University,  Cleve- 
land, from  1905  to  1909,  and  for  two  years 
was  a  letterman  in  track.  Western  Reserve 
awarded  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  is  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  Phi 
Kappa  Phi,  both  national  scholastic  honorary 
fraternities.  In  1909,  Dr.  Malone  became  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Williamson  Company 
in  Cleveland,  a  post  he  held  until  1911,  when 
he  resigned  to  assume  the  superintendency  of 
the  Children's  Country  Training  Home  at  Am- 
herst, Ohio.  In  1916  he  left  this  position  to 
begin  training  for  the  ministry,  and  he  en- 
tered McCormick  Theological  Seminary,  re- 
ceiving, three  years  later,  the  degree  of  Bache- 
lor of  Divinity.  In  1920  and  1921,  he  was  a 
Fellow  at  the  University  of  Edinburg,  Scot- 
land. In  the  period  Dr.  Malone  was  preparing 
for  the  ministry  he  was  already  serving  in 
pulpits.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Homewood 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Chicago  from  1916  to 
1922.  He  became  pastor  of  the  McKinley  Me- 
morial Church  in  Champaign  in  1922.  In  1928 
he  founded  the  McKinley  Foundation  and 
built  the  Presbyterian  Student  Center  by  the 
same  name  at  a  cost  of  $250,000.00  plus  an 
endowment  of  $400,000.00.  He  remained  as 
pastor  of  the  church  and  director  of  the 
Foundation  until  1941.  From  1941  to  1946  he 
was  vice  president  of  McCormick  Theological 
Seminary  in  Chicago  and  in  1946  he  assumed 
his  present  office  as  president  of  James  Milli- 
kin  University  in  Decatur.  This  co-oducational 
institution,  founded  in  1901,  now  has  a  student 
body  totaling  1,200  and  a  faculty  totaling  71 
full-time  and  22  part-time.  During  the  post- 
war days  and  returning  veterans  the  enroll- 
ment reached  1,511. 

Dr.  Malone  married  Elizabeth  Mather  Comp- 
ton,  daughter  of  James  and  Minnie  (Mather) 
Compton,  on  June  11,  1914.  They  have  two 
children — Melvin  R.  Malone  and  Jean,  now 
Mrs.  Myron  M.  Morton  and  the  mother  of  Bon- 
nie Morton.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Malone  reside  at 
1313  West  Main  Street,  Decatur.  Both  worship, 
of  course,  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Dr. 
Malone  was  moderator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Synod  of  Illinois  in  1928. 

Dr.  Malone  is  a  director  of  the  Decatur 
Art  Center,  of  the  Illinois  Children's  home  and 
Aid  Society,  of  McCormick  Theological  Semi- 
nary, the  McKinley  Foundation  at  Urbana  and 
the  Decatur  Association  of  Commerce.  He  is 
a  past  president  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Cham- 


paign-Urbana  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Decatur  club.  Beta  Theta  Pi  is  his  fraternity. 
He  is  the  possessor  of  an  outstanding  record 
of  achievement  in  the  educational  and  re- 
ligious world. 

OLIN  LORRAINE  BROWDER, 
A.B.,  LL.B. 

As  attorney  and  public  official  Olin  Lor- 
raine Browder  has  served  Urbana  and  that 
entire  region  of  Illinois  for  more  than  four 
decades.  Corporation  counsel,  of  Urbana  for 
fourteen  years  until  May  1,  1949,  he  is  that 
city's  former  mayor  as  well  as  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council.  For  nine  years  he  was 
Urbana's  Postmaster.  His  record  also  in- 
cludes extraordinary  service  to  the  nation  on 
the  home  front  in  both  World  Wars  I  and  II 
and  leadership  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Born  in  McLeansboro,  Illinois,  on  Septem- 
ber 4,  18  79,  Olin  Lorraine  Browder  is  the 
son  of  the  late  Reverend  William  A.  Browder 
and  Hattie  A.  (Henry)  Browder.  The  Rev- 
erend Mr.  Browder,  a  native  of  Nashville, 
Illinois,  was  a  pioneer  preacher  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  State.  He  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  and  around  Mount  Vernon.  Hattie 
Henry  Browder,  also  a  native  of  Southern 
Illinois,  was  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Caroline   C.   Henry. 

Mr.  Browder  spent  much  of  his  life,  or  at 
least  the  early  portion  of  it,  at  Mount  Vernon. 
A  graduate  of  the  Mount  Vernon  High  School, 
he  took  his  pre-legal  courses  at  the  University 
of  Illinois  where  in  1904  he  was  awarded 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  in  1906 
that  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  At  the  university 
he  became  noted  in  extra-curricular  affairs, 
especially  through  his  talents  as  musician  and 
orator.  He  was  a  member  of  the  university 
concert  band  and  represented  the  university 
in  the  contests  of  the  Central  Collegiate  Ora- 
torical League. 

In  1906  Mr.  Browder  was  admitted  to  the 
Illinois  State  Bar  and  since  October  of  that 
year  he  has  been  in  continuous  practice  in 
Urbana.  Though  he  has  engaged  in  a  general 
practice  of  the  law,  he  has  specialized  in  pro- 
bate and  municipal  law.  He  first  became 
corporation  counsel  of  the  City  of  Urbana  in 
1907.  He  served  from  that  time  until  1909. 
Again,  he  was  corporation  counsel  from  1911 
to  1913.  In  1935  he  again  assumed  this  of- 
fice and  held  it  without  interruption  until 
May  1,  1949.  In  between  times  Mr.  Browder 
held  various  municipal  offices.  He  was  an 
alderman  from  1909  to  1911  and  Mayor  from 
1913   to   1917.    From   1921   to    1930   he  was 


ILLINOIS         EDITION 


301 


postmaster.  From  1931  to  1933  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  Illinois  Commerce  Commission 
serving  as  Investigator  and  Examiner.  In 
World  War  I  Mr.  Browder  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  Champaign  County  Council  of  De- 
fense and  in  World  War  II  he  was  government 
appeal  agent  in  the  county.  He  was  formerly 
president  of  the  Family  Welfare  Society  of 
Champaign  and  Urbana  and  for  many  years 
has  been  identified  with  the  Illinois  Children's 
Home  and  Aid  Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Illinois  State  Bar  Association,  the  Champaign 
County  Bar  Association  of  which  he  is  a  past 
president,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Urbana  and  the 
Urbana  Country  Club.  In  his  church,  the  First 
Methodist  of  Urbana,  Mr.  Browder  is  also  an 
outstanding  figure.  He  not  only  serves  on  the 
board  of  trustees  but  is  a  former  teacher  in 
and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  He 
is  a  Republican  and  has  been  county  chair- 
man of  the  Champaign  County  Republican 
Central  Committee.  Golf  is  his  favorite  sport, 
flower  gardening  is  his  hobby. 

Mr.  Browder  married  Nellie  Sheldon  Tay- 
lor, the  daughter  of  Charles  B.  and  Nellie  S. 
Taylor,  in  Urbana  on  June  29,  1905.  Mrs. 
Browder's  maternal  grandfather  was  Jairua 
C.  Sheldon,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cham- 
paign County  and  a  contemporary  and  close 
friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Browder  have  two  children — 1.  Olin  Lorraine 
Browder,  Jr.,  who  married  Olive  Forsthye  on 
September  9,  1939,  and  is  now  professor  of 
law  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma  at  Nor- 
man; he  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Ann  Dinsmore  Browder,  born  in 
1942,  and  Catherine  Lorraine  Browder,  born 
in  1944.  2.  William  Bayard  Browder,  who 
married  Mary  Bain  Lehmann  on  September 
6,  1942,  and  is  an  attorney  for  the  Union 
Tank  Company  of  Chicago;  he  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  David 
Sheldon  Browder,  born  in  1944,  Wendy  Eliza- 
beth Browder,  born  in  1945,  and  Amy  Spence 
Browder,  born  in  1949;  their  home  is  in 
Wilmette,  Illinois. 

Olin  Lorraine  Browder  is  known  through- 
out a  large  portion  of  Illinois  for  his  out- 
standing service  to  the  State. 

ENOS  LESLIE  PHILLIPS 

Three  decades  of  practice  as  a  lawyer  at 
Urbana  have  made  Enos  Leslie  Phillips  an 
outstanding  figure  in  that  university  com- 
munity and  county  seat.  Not  only  has  he 
been  active  in  the  bar  but  also  in  financial 
institutions  and  in  civic,  cultural  and  city 
beautification  agencies  and  organizations.    In 


World  War  II  he  was  active  in  various  im- 
portant programs,  including  the  work  of  pro- 
viding entertainment  for  members  of  the 
armed  forces  and  in  price  control  and  ration- 
ing, in  both  of  which  he  was  the  leading 
personality  in  Champaign  County. 

Enos  Leslie  Phillips  was  born  in  Urbana  on 
February  18,  1896,  the  son  of  John  Andrew 
and  Sally  (Lee)  Phillips.  Both  parents  were 
also  born  in  Urbana.  The  father's  parents 
were  John  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Young)  Phillips, 
who  were  among  the  first  settlers  or  Urbana. 
The  lawyer's  maternal  grandparents  were 
George  Lee,  a  native  of  Kent,  England,  and 
Rose  (Hamilton)  Lee,  a  native  of  Argylshire, 
Scotland. 

Enos  Phillips  received  his  academic  edu- 
cation in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of 
Urbana  and  his  legal  education  in  the  law  of- 
fice of  Henry  I.  Green  of  Urbana.  After 
"reading  law"  under  Mr.  Green,  he  became 
his  clerk.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1921,  Mr. 
Phillips  has  been  associated  in  practice  with 
Mr.  Green  since  that  time. 

On  May  26,  1917,  Mr.  Phillips  married 
Sarah  May  Connour,  the  daughter  of  Riley 
and  Mary  Ella  Connour.  The  ceremony  took 
place  in  Springfield.  Like  her  husband  Mrs. 
Phillips  is  interested  in  civic  and  welfare 
work  in  Urbana  and  is  among  that  city's  best 
known  women.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  are  the 
parents  of  a  daughter,  Betty,  now  the  wife  of 
Carl  W.  Knox  and  the  mother  of  Enos  Phil- 
lips Knox. 

Active  outside  the  bar  in  numerous  fields 
of  interest  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  member  of  the 
boards,  of  directors  of  the  Busey  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Urbana  and  the  Commercial 
Savings  and  Loan  Association  of  Urbana.  He 
has  been  president  and  director  of  the  Urb- 
ana Association  of  Commerce  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Urbana  Planning  Commission.  He  has 
also  served  as  chairman  of  the  Community 
Planning  Committee  and  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Urbana  Free  Library. 
In  the  World  War  II  period  he  was  chairman 
of  the  United  Service  Organizations  (USO) 
Area  Council  and  member  of  the  State  USO 
Committee;  also,  chairman  of  the  Champaign 
County  War  Price  Rationing  Board,  with 
headquarters  in  Urbana. 

Mr.  Phillips'  other  memberships  include 
the  Champaign  County  Bar  Association,  the 
Illinois  State  Bar  Association,  the  American 
Bar  Association,  the  American  Judicature 
Society,  the  Illinois  State  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  Union  League  Club  of  Chicago,  the 
Urbana  Golf  and  Country  Club  and  the  Ur- 


302 


LIBRARY    OF    AMERICAN    LIVES 


ENOS  LESLIE  PHILLIPS 


ROBERT  CARL  STOUT 


bana  Lodges  of  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
and  has  been  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Church.  He  votes  Republican. 
Hunting  is  his  favorite  sport,  civic  activity 
his  hobby.  Mr.  Phillips'  home  is  at  506  West 
Main  Street,  his  office  at  136  West  Main 
Street,   in   Urbana. 

He  is  one  of  the  recognized  leaders  of  the 
city,  an  outstanding  personality  in  many 
spheres  of  activity. 

ROBERT  CARL  STOUT 

The  man  who  delivers  the  greatest  number 
of  seating  bleachers  for  stadiums  and  athletic 
events  in  general  in  forty-four  States  is — 
Robert  Carl  Stout  of  Urbana.  He  is  the 
founder  and  operating  head  of  A.  A.  Stout 
and  Son,  interstate  motor  carrier,  in  which 
his  father,  Amos  Arthur  Stout,  is  a  silent 
partner. 

The  father,  before  associating  himself  with 
his  son  in  the  trucking  business,  was  a  farmer 
in  the  western  part  of  Champaign  County. 
It  was  on  his  farm  that  Robert  Carl  Stout 
was  born  on  January  31,  1913.  The  mother 
was  Blanche  (Nehlock)  Stout,  also  a  native 
of  Champaign  County,  who  died  on  January 
23,   1948. 

Robert  Stout  began  his  education  in  the 
rural  schools  of  Champaign  County.  When 
the  family  moved  from  the  farm  into  Urbana, 
he  completed  his  preparatory  education  there 
and  then  entered  the  University  of  Illinois, 
where  he  majored  in  the  School  of  Commerce. 
He  remained  there  two  years. 

In  1933,  Mr.  Stout  entered  the  trucking 
business  in  Urbana.  He  began  with  one  used 
dump  truck.  Today  he  uses  twenty-five  mod- 
ern motor  trucks,  all  operating  in  interstate 
commerce.  As  mentioned  before,  he  has  been 
making  the  greatest  number  of  deliveries  of 
seating  bleachers  in  forty-four  states.  He  also 
does  an  interstate  transfer  business  in  other 
commodities,  operating  out  of  his  terminal  at 
104  South  Grove  Street,  Urbana. 

On  September  6,  1931,  Mr.  Stout  married 
Delia  Lavernway  of  Champaign.  "I  am  the 
proud  father  of  nine  children."  writes  Mr. 
Stout.  The  nine  offspring  are  Barbara,  Ray- 
mond, Dale,  Gladys,  William,  Judith,  Law- 
rence, and  Patricia.  The  family  worships  in 
the  Christian  Church  of  Urbana  and  makes 
its  home  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Stout  also  boasts  that  his  hobby  is  his 
business.  All  his  friends  and  associates,  as 
well  as  his  family,  say  that   "he  sleeps  and 


lives  with  it."  As  a  result  of  this  devotion, 
the  business  has  grown  rapidly  and  become 
an  important  factor  in  the  development  of 
many  other  businesses.  In  the  course  of 
World  War  II,  Mr.  Stout's  trucks  hauled  but- 
ter and  eggs  for  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment to  its  various  training  camps  in  the 
various  States.  Mr.  Stout  has  developed  an 
extraordinary  record  of  service  through  his 
business. 

LAWRENCE  JOHN  WOHLWEND 

There  are  aproximately  three  thousand  De- 
Soto-Plymouth  automobile  dealers  in  the 
United  States.  Of  these,  Lawrence  John  Wohl- 
wend  of  Marion  is  the  youngest.  A  curbstone 
used  car  dealer  for  three  years,  he  obtained 
the  DeSoto-Plymouth  franchise  in  1945,  when 
he  was  twenty-nine  years  old,  and  began  op- 
erating the  following  year.  Also  he  has  the 
Massey-Harris  farm  equipment  franchise  and 
he  calls  his  dual  business  the  Wohlwend  Motor 
and  Equipment  Company.  He  is  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  automobile  dealers  organizations 
and  in  Southern  Illinois,  Inc.  In  addition,  Mr. 
Wohlwend  is  a  farmer,  breeding  hogs  and 
cattle. 

He  was  born  in  Marion  on  July  13,  1916, 
the  son  of  John  and  Myrtle  (Trentleman) 
Wohlwend.  His  father,  formerly  a  farmer, 
now  works  for  the  son  in  Marion.  Reared  on 
a  farm  in  Williamson  County,  Lawrence  Wohl- 
wend first  attended  the  rural  schools.  In  1933, 
he  was  graduated  from  the  Marion  High 
School  and  in  1936  he  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Business  Administra- 
tion at  Tri-State  College  in  Angola,  Indiana. 
At  Tri-State,  he  was  the  second  youngest  in  a 
class  of  900.  He  was  secretary  of  his  fra- 
ternity, Alpha  Lambda  Tau,  and  president  of 
the  literary  society,  Sigma  Epsilon.  He  work- 
ed his  way  through  school. 

Mr.  Wohlwend's  first  job  was  that  of  credit 
man  for  the  International  Harvester  Company 
in  Fort  Wayne.  Later  he  worked  for  the  Re- 
tail Credit  Company  as  an  investigator.  In 
September,  1940,  Mr.  Wohlwend  was  awarded 
the  franchise  for  Ford-Ferguson  farm  ma- 
chinery, but  he  had  barely  begun  operating  in 
this  field  when  the  United  States  was  in 
World  War  II  and  the  production  of  agricul- 
tural implements  stopped.  He  then  worked  as 
an  engineer's  assistant  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois Highway  Department.  Later,  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  legislature  on  the  Republican 
ticket.  In  1942,  1943  and  1944,  Mr.  Wohlwend 
was  a  curbstone  used  car  dealer.  Then,  in  Oc- 
tober,   1945,    he    took    the    DeSoto-Plymouth 
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franchise  and  immediately  began  work  on  a 
new  building.  In  April,  1946,  be  opened  up 
for  business.  Adding  Massey-Harris  farm 
equipment  to  his  stock,  Mr.  Wohlwend  has  op- 
erated as  the  Wohlwend  Motor  and  Equipment 
Company  ever  since.  His  display  rooms  and 
service  and  repair  shops,  employing  eighteen 
persons,  attract  multitudes.  In  the  agricultural 
field  itself,  Mr.  Wohlwend  operates  Wohlwend 
Farms.  He  has  30  acres  of  his  own  and  leases 
600  more  from  the  Government.  He  has  about 
400  head  of  registered  Hampshire  hogs  and 
50  head  of  Black  Angus  cattle. 

On  September  2,  1939,  Mr.  Wohlwend  mar- 
ried Nadine  Chamness,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Chamness  of  Marion.  The 
marriage  culminated  a  childhood  romance. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wohlwend  became  the  parents  of 
Ronnie  Wohlwend  on  December  5,  1941  and 
John  Joseph  Wohlwend  on  March  30,  1950. 
Mr.  Wohlwend  worships  in  the  Zion  Evange- 
lical Church,  his  wife  in  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Marion.  Mrs.  Wohlwend  also  teaches 
a  Sunday  School  class  in  her  church. 

Mr.  Wohlwend  is  president  of  the  William- 
son County  Automobile  Dealers  Association 
and  active  in  the  National  and  Illinois  State 
Automobile  Dealers  Associations.  He  belongs 
to  the  Marion  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks;  the  Aberdeen  Angus  As- 
sociation, of  which  he  is  a  life  member;  the 
West  Frankfort  Country  Club  and  the  Crab 
Orchard  Sportsman's  Club.  Still  the  youngest 
DeSoto-Plymouth  dealer  in  the  country,  he  is 
a  leader  in  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Through  his  business,  he  broadcasts  all  the 
Marion  High  School  basketball  games,  a  sport 
for  which  he  has  a  great  enthusiasm.  He  also 
likes  fishing,  hunting  and  bird  dogs.  He  is 
giving  considerable  leadership  to  civic  pro- 
grams looking  to  the  greater  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  Marion. 

RUFUS  C.  ALEXANDER 

The  career  of  Rufus  C.  Alexander  of 
Charleston  began  on  a  farm  and  he  is  still  a 
farmer  and  stockman  today,  with  horses  a 
hobby  that  has  made  him  as  well  known  as 
have  his  other  activities.  Mr.  Alexander  also 
operates  a  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance 
business  and  makes  investments  in  farm  lands 
as  well  as  city  property.  He  is  active  in  fi- 
nancial organizations  and  in  the  Kincade  Lin- 
iment Company  and  has  held  public  office. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  born  in  Charleston  on 
February  2,  1874,  the  son  of  Randall  and  Nan- 
cy A.  (Compton)  Alexander.  His  father,  a 
native   of   Madison,   Tipton   County,    Indiana, 


was  also  a  farmer  and  stockman.  However,  as 
a  boy  he  first  worked  in  a  dry  goods  store 
and  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  Later,  he  and  a 
brother-in-law,  Silas  M.  Shepard,  originated 
the  Poland  China  hog  for  which  they  became 
noted  throughout  the  world.  Randall  Alexan- 
der served  one  term  as  County  Treasurer  of 
Coles   County. 

Rufus  Alexander  obtained  his  education  in 
grade  school.  As  a  boy  he  helped  his  father 
handle  livestock  (hogs  and  cattle).  His  first 
position  off  the  farm  was  as  night  transfer 
man  for  the  old  American  Express  Company. 
Later,  he  worked  as  a  messenger  for  the  Clo- 
ver Leaf  Railroad  and  afterward  as  a  clerk 
first  in  the  Charleston  Post  Office,  then  in 
the  Davis  Shoe  Store,  Charleston.  In  1898  Mr. 
Alexander  went  to  Spokane,  Washington, 
where  he  worked  for  the  Northern  Pacific  Ex- 
press Company  and  the  Hutchinson  Real  Es- 
tate Company.  From  Spokane  he  went  to  Ross- 
land,  British  Columbia,  where  he  kept  books 
for  the  Walter  Scott  Milling  and  Mining  Com- 
pany. In  1900  Mr.  Alexander  returned  to 
Charleston  and  opened  the  real  estate,  loan 
and  insurance  office  which  he  is  still  opera- 
ting. At  the  time  he  started  in  business. 
Charles  T.  Marshall,  who  owned  the  double- 
store  building  on  the  north  side  of  the  square 
and  had  a  broomcorn  brokers  office  on  the 
second  floor,  allowed  Mr.  Alexander  to  occupy 
part  of  this  office  until  he  could  build  up  the 
business.  After  Mr.  Marshall  moved  to  Florida, 
Mr.  Alexander  took  over  the  entire  office,  de- 
veloping a  successful  business.  Shortly  before 
Mr.  Marshall's  death  he  purchased  the  build- 
ing from  him.  Mr.  Alexander  has  twice  re- 
modeled the  structure,  and  it  is  now  one  of 
the  best  store  buildings  in  the  county  seat. 

In  1895  Mr.  Alexander  married  Fannie  Olm- 
stead,  the  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mary 
(Fleetwood)  Olmstead.  They  were  divorced  in 
1901.  In  1939  Mr.  Alexander  married  Helen 
Beardsley,  daughter  of  Fred  M.  and  Belle 
(Ricketts)  Beardsley.  Mrs.  Helen  Alexander 
went  to  work  in  Mr.  Alexander's  office  in 
1918  as  an  assistant  and  continues  both  as 
his  wife  and  as  main  assistant.  She  has  been 
active  in  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  hav- 
ing filled  most  offices,  including  worthy  ma- 
tron, and  has  also  been  president  of  the 
Charleston  Business  and  Professional  Wom- 
en's Club  and  district  chairman  of  that  organ- 
ization. Mr.  Alexander  has  a  daughter,  Mau- 
rine,  the  widow  of  Gerald  D.  Reed.  Since  the 
end  of  World  War  II,  her  son,  Gerald  D. 
Reed,  has  been  associated  with  Mr.  Alexander 
in  the  office.   Mr.  Alexander  worships  in  the 
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First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  an  elder  for  many  years.  His  home  is  at 
500  Polk  Street,  Charleston. 

Mr.  Alexander's  chief  investments  have 
been  in  farmlands  and  city  property.  He  rais- 
es livestock  on  his  diversified  farms  and  has 
assisted  several  men  in  getting  started  in  the 
raising  of  pure-bred  Jersey  cows.  He  main- 
tains a  fine  herd  of  all  pure-bred  Jerseys  on 
one  of  his  farms.  On  level  black  land  he  has 
produced  broom  corn,  Indian  corn,  soy  beans, 
wheat  and  oats. 

In  1924,  Major  Daniel  F.  Sayer  died  in  Chi- 
cago, leaving  an  estate  of  about  $1,000,000, 
including  several  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
South  Dakota,  and  named  Mr.  Alexander  ex- 
ecutor of  his  estate.  A  year  later  the  widow, 
Mrs.  Sallie  F.  Sayer,  died,  also  leaving  a  large 
estate.  Her  will  named  Mr.  Alexander  execu- 
tor and  trustee,  and  he  looked  after  her  prop- 
erty until  1940.  At  one  time  Mr.  Alexander 
owned  2400  acres  of  his  own,  operated  as  a 
cattle  ranch,  in  Sully  County,  South  Dakota. 
For  many  years  he  represented  the  farm  loan 
departments  of  Mutual  Benefit  Life  Insur- 
ance and  Prudential  Company,  covering  sev- 
eral Illinois  counties. 

From  the  time  he  was  a  boy  on  the  farm, 
Mr.  Alexander  has  been  a  great  lover  of  har- 
ness horses  and  has  been  very  successful  in 
raising  them,  having  bred  and  raised  four 
world's  champions,  though  he  has  never  owned 
more  than  five  or  six  broodmares  at  any  one 
time.  The  first  champion  was  Jerry  B,  that 
still  holds  the  world's  record  for  seven  heats. 
Joan  Spencer  was  a  champion  two-year-old 
trotting  filly,  with  a  record  for  the  half-mile 
in  1943.  Allen  Spencer  held  the  world's  rec- 
ord for  one  and  one-half  miles  and  Moses  the 
world's  record  for  one  and  one-sixteenth 
miles.  Mr.  Alexander  in  1950  had  a  select  band 
of  broodmares.  Among  them  were  Jochebed, 
2:07  3/5,  world  famous  for  her  production  of 
race  horses;  Joan  Spencer,  2:05  3/4,  Speed 
Princess,  2:05  3/5,  and  Moses,  2:03. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  deputy  county  treasur- 
er for  eight  years  and  was  with  the  Illinois 
State  Board  of  Agriculture  for  eight  years. 
He  has  also  served  as  a  director  of  the  Coles 
County  Real  Estate  Board  and  vice-president 
and  a  director  of  the  Illinois  Real  Estate 
Board.  He  has  been  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  the  Coles  County  Building 
and  Loan  Association  and  the  Kincade  Lini- 
ment Company.  In  Charleston  he  is  known  for 
his  generosity  and  kindness,  and  his  willing- 
ness to  help  anyone  in  need,  as  well  as  for  his 
sincere  interest  in  the  community's  welfare. 


WILLIAM  WALKER   (BILL)   BURNS 

His  name  is  William  Walker  Burns  but  all 
Central  Illinois  knows  him  as  Bill  Burns, 
leader  in  the  retail  automobile  business  and 
civic  affairs.  He  is  the  owner  of  the  Bill  Burns 
Chevrolet,  Inc.,  in  Decatur,  and  of  the  Burns 
Mid-Town,  Inc.,  of  Illiopolis,  in  adjoining 
Sangamon  County.  He  has  held  important  of- 
fices in  city  and  state  and  Federal  agencies 
and  in  civic  organizations  and,  a  military  vet- 
eran of  World  War  I,  served  the  war  effort 
in  World  War  II  in  leading  activities  on  the 
home  front. 

Born  in  Windsor  Township,  Shelby  County, 
on  June  30,  1897,  W.  W.  Burns  is  the  son  of 
John  Hurlburt  and  Dora  Angeline  (Walker) 
Burns.  His  father,  also  a  native  of  Windsor 
Township,  was  a  farmer  and  livestock  dealer 
who  later  in  life  moved  to  Sullivan  and  op- 
erated a  horse  sale  business.  His  mother,  an- 
other Windsor  Township  native,  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Angeline  Walker. 

Bill  Burns  was  educated  in  Eureka  Country 
School,  Windsor  Township,  in  the  Sullivan 
High  School  and  at  the  Illinois  State  Normal 
University,  Normal,  where  he  spent  a  year. 
Mr.  Burns  began  his  career  as  an  educator, 
serving  as  principal  of  the  grade  school  and 
seventh  and  eighth  grade  teacher  at  Bethany 
for  two  years.  Then,  for  two  years,  he  was  in 
the  automobile  business  at  Sullivan.  When  he 
moved  to  Decatur,  which  is  now  his  home  and 
headquarters,  he  became  associated  with  his 
brother,  Byron  Benoit  Burns,  in  the  operation 
of  the  Decatur  Auto  Exchange.  After  two 
years  in  this  concern,  he  and  his  brother  be- 
came partners  in  the  ownership  of  J.  G.  Starr 
and  Son,  Decatur  Ford  agency,  in  which  they 
were  associated  three  years.  For  Bill  Burns 
twenty  years  followed  as  used  car  manager, 
sales  manager  and  general  manager  of  Frede 
Chevrolet  Company,  Decatur.  On  January  1, 
1947,  he  became  sole  owner  of  the  Frede 
Chevrolet  Company,  which  he  renamed  Bill 
Burns  Chevrolet,  Inc.,  which  is  headquartered 
at  300  E.  Eldorado  St.,  Decatur.  He  has 
achieved  renown  in  the  auto  business  and  in 
1949  added  to  his  reputation  when  he  estab- 
lished Burns  Mid-Town,  Inc.,  at  Illiopolis.  An- 
other field  in  which  Mr.  Burns  has  a  reputa- 
tion is  the  American  saddle  bred  horse.  On  his 
farm,  Rural  Route  No.  6,  Decatur,  he  has  been 
raising  registered  horses  for  many  years.  His 
chief  recreational  interest  is  riding  these 
horses  and  showing  them.  He  also  likes  bas- 
ketball, baseball  and  bridge. 

Mr.  Burns  married  Gladys  Landers,  daugh- 
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ter  of  John  and  May  Landers,  at  Decatur  on 
June  23,  1923.  She  has  given  service  in  the 
community,  in  war  and  peace,  as  a  volunteer 
Red  Cross  nurse's  aide.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burns 
worship  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Decatur  and  reside  at  275  South  Taylor  Av- 
enue. 

Mr.  Burns  was  a  member  of  the  Chevrolet 
National  Dealers  War  Service  Committee  and 
served  on  the  Illinois  Office  of  Price  Admin- 
istration, the  Illinois  Automobile  Rationing 
Committee  and  the  State  Inter-Industry  Sal- 
vage Committee  of  the  War  Production  Board. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  Illinois  Automobile 
Dealers  Association  and  former  president  and 
director  of  the  Trailriders.  He  is  serving  on 
the  Decatur  Parking  Commission  and  is  a  for- 
mer vice-president  and  director  of  the  Deca- 
tur Association  of  Commerce.  Also,  he  belongs 
to  the  Rotary  Club  of  Decatur,  the  Decatur 
Country  Club,  Decatur  Club,  Masonic  Lodge 
and  Sportsman's  Club.  Active  in  the  American 
Legion,  he  served  nine  months  in  the  United 
States  Army  overseas  in  World  War  I.  Mr. 
Burns  is  one  of  Central  Illinois'  popular  citi- 
zens. 

FRED  EDWIN  SKINNER 

As  president  of  Acme  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Springfield,  Fred  Edwin  Skinner  is 
known  throughout  the  accident,  health  and 
life  insurance  business.  He  adds  to  his  repu- 
tation in  this  field  by  serving  as  consultant 
in  actuarial  research  for  other  insurance 
firms.  He  also  serves  on  important  civic  pro- 
grams in  Springfield  and  in  Rochester,  the 
capital's  suburb  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  born  in  Ledyard,  Iowa, 
on  July  26,  1901,  the  son  of  Edwin  John  and 
Anne  D.  (Gasemann)  Skinner.  His  father, 
also  a  native  of  Iowa,  was  a  merchant  in  the 
village  of  Ledyard  for  forty  years.  Later  he 
operated  a  store  at  Algona,  Iowa.  A  tinsmith 
by  trade,  Edwin  Skinner  sold  hardware.  The 
mother,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1872  when  she  was  a 
young  girl.  Fred  E.  Skinner  went  through 
grade  school  in  his  native  Ledyard  and  high 
school  at  Algona.  In  1924,  he  was  graduated 
from  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  at  Iowa 
City,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in   Commerce. 

First  employed  by  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Insurance  Company,  Mr.  Skinner  spent  three 
years  with  that  concern.  Then,  for  four  years, 
he  was  with  the  Security  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  Chicago.    He  resigned  from  that  firm 


to  become  assistant  actuary  for  the  Illinois 
State  Department  of  Insurance  in  Springfield. 

After  three  years  in  this  important  public 
post,  Mr.  Skinner  left  to  become  secretary  of 
the  Benefit  Casualty  Insurance  Company.  At 
the  same  time  he  assumed  the  office  of  secre- 
tary of  the  Acme  Burial  Association  of 
Springfield.  He  held  the  casualty  company 
secretarial  post  for  three  years.  In  1938,  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  burial  associa- 
tion. In  1946,  the  association  expanded  its 
scope  and  obtained  a  charter  to  operate  as 
Acme  Life  Insurance  Company,  qualifying  to 
write  accident,  health  and  life  insurance  in 
the  State  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Skinner  has  con- 
tinued as  president  and  under  his  guidance 
the  company  has  grown  rapidly.  Acme  Life 
is  housed  in  attractive  offices  at  224  East 
Capitol  Avenue,  Springfield.  Approximately 
forty  salesmen  are  employed  in  the  field.  Mr. 
Skinner's  actuarial  consultation  is  available 
to  several  insurance  companies  in  Illinois  and 
Missouri. 

Mrs.  Skinner  was  the  former  Neva  Elliott, 
of  Montezuma,  Iowa.  She  is  also  a  graduate 
of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  and  it  was 
in  their  student  days  that  she  and  her  hus- 
band met.  Their  eldest  son,  Jack,  born  in 
1925,  is  also  in  the  insurance  business,  being 
in  the  home  office  of  the  Mutual  Trust  Life 
Insurance  Company  in  Chicago.  He  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  He 
married  Letitia  Phillipi  in  February,  1948. 
The  other  children  are  JeanAnne,  born  in 
1928,  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  Univer- 
sity (1950);  Joyce,  born  in  1932,  a  graduate 
(1950)  of  high  school  in  Rochester,  and  Helen, 
born  in  1938.  Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Skin- 
ner is  active  in  civic  affairs  in  the  capital. 

To  his  reputation  as  insurance  executive 
and  actuary  Mr.  Skinner  has  added  that  of 
poet,  poetry  being  his  avocation.  A  football 
player  in  his  school  days,  he  continues  fond 
of  most  sports  especially  hunting  and  fish- 
ing. He  is  a  member  of  the  Springfield 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Illinois  State 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  president  of  the  Oak 
Crest  Country  Club,  member  of  Island  Bay 
Yacht  Club,  and  Alpha  Sigma  Phi,  Delta 
Sigma  Pi,  Beta  Gamma  Sigma,  the  Order  of 
Artis.  His  leadership  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness and  in  civic  works  has  made  him  one 
of  the  state's  outstanding  citizens. 

HON.  CHESTER  RAY  SCHWARTZ 

Founded  in  1867,  the  Schwartz  Lumber 
Company,  dealers  in  and  manufacturers  of 
lumber,    paints   and   hardware  at   Elkville,   is 
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now  one  of  the  largest  firms  in  its  field  in 
Southern  Illinois.  It  is  perhaps  the  only  firm 
of  its  kind  in  that  region  or  anywhere  in  the 
United  States  whose  retail  store  has  become  a 
community  center  or  meeting  place,  with  the 
proprietor  and  his  wife,  as  host  and  hostess, 
serving  coffee  to  everyone.  The  host — or  head 
of  the  business  is  Chester  Ray  Schwartz, 
known  to  lumber  and  hardware  men  through- 
out the  State,  former  Postmaster  and  Mayor 
of  Elkville  and  one  of  the  most  popular  per- 
sonalities in  the  area. 

Mr.  Schwartz  was  born  in  Elkville  on  Janu- 
ary 29,  1883,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Jane  (Hackney)  Schwartz.  The  father,  also 
born  in  Elkville,  was  the  son  of  George 
Schwartz,  native  of  Pennsylvania  who  achieved 
prominence  in  Illinois  as  farmer  and  State 
Representative.  Sarah  Jane  Schwartz  was  born 
in  Tennessee.  A  cousin  of  Chester  R.  Schwartz 
is  Walker  Schwartz,  financial  and  civic  leader 
in  Carbondale,  whose  life  and  career  are 
described  in  another  section  of  this  Illinois 
edition  of  the  Library  of  American  Lives. 

Chester  Schwartz  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Elkville,  Southern  Illinois  University  in 
Carbondale  and  the  University  of  Illinois.  He 
was  at  the  State  university  from  1902  to  1905, 
studying  law  and  commerce.  Upon  leaving 
Urbana,  he  returned  to  Elkville  and  joined  his 
father  in  business.  They  owned  a  saw  mill 
in  Missouri,  and  Chester  Schwartz  spent  part 
of  his  time  there.  The  sawmill  was  sold  in 
1911.  Father  and  son  also  operated  the  lumber 
and  hardware  business  in  Elkville  which  the 
elder  Mr.  Schwartz  had  established  in  1867. 
Since  the  latter's  death,  Chester  Schwartz  has 
headed  the  business.  He  manufactures  much 
of  his  lumber,  especially  made-to-order  pieces 
for  the  mining  industry  in  Southern  Illinois. 
In  addition,  he  manufactures  paints,  known 
as  Pyramid  Paints,  which  he  sells  through 
his  store  in  Elkville.  The  store  has  become  a 
friendly  meeting  place  for  strangers,  cus- 
tomers and  "just  friends,"  and  Mr.  Schwartz 
and  his  wife  have  become  noted  for  their 
hospitality  there,  serving  coffee  in  the  morn- 
ings and  in  the  early  afternoon.  During  the 
period  of  lumber  shortages,  Mr.  Schwartz 
acquired  an  interest  in  a  saw  mill  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  and  was  one  of  twenty  men 
who  operated  it. 

Mrs.  Schwartz  is  the  former  Orminnie 
Adora  Montroy,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sylvester  Edward  Montroy  of  Elkville. 
Mrs.  Schwartz  went  to  work  for  her  husband 
on  August  1,  1917,  before  their  marriage.  She 


is  the  hardware  buyer,  the  bookkeeper  and 
the  clerk.  She  is  well  known  in  Elkville  at 
large,  and  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  hex- 
Sunday  School  class  at  the  First  Christian 
Church.  In  her  spare  time  she  does  crochet- 
ing, quilting  and  "fancy  work,"  not  to  men- 
tion serving  coffee  to  those  who  gather  in  the 
store. 

Mr.  Schwartz  is  a  trustee  of  the  First 
Christian  Church.  He  was  Postmaster  of 
Elkville  from  1913  to  1920  and  Mayor  from 
1927  to  1945.  In  his  time  as  Mayor  he  improved 
the  streets  and  put  in  a  water  and  sewage  sys- 
tem. He  was  on  the  high  school  board  at  the 
time  the  high  school  was  built.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Illinois  Lumber  Dealers  Associa- 
tion in  1941  and  is  also  prominent  in  the  Illi- 
nois Hardware  Dealers  Association.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  business,  he  operates  two  grain 
farms,  with  an  aggregate  of  370  acres.  His 
prominence  extends  into  the  Masonic  order, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Valley 
Consistory,  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  and  Ainad  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Or- 
der Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  East  St. 
Louis.  He  is  recognized  as  the  man  who  has 
done  more  for  Elkville  than  any  other  person. 

HON.  JOHN  W.  POORMAN 

A  citizen  credited  with  having  done  as 
much  as  anyone  for  the  development  of  rural 
Coles  County  is  the  Honorable  John  W.  Poor- 
man  of  Humboldt  Township,  member  of  a 
pioneer  family  of  that  township.  Mr.  Poor- 
man  is  not  only  a  leading  farmer  in  the 
county,  but  a  merchant  and  a  former  broom- 
corn  broker  and  one  of  those  who  organized 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Humboldt  and 
presided  over  its  thirty-eight-year  career  of 
contribution  to  the  urban-rural  development 
of  Humboldt  and  the  region  radiating  from 
it.  He  is  also  prominent  in  the  Methodist 
Church  and   is  well   known   as  a  sportsman. 

Mr.  Poorman  was  born  at  Humboldt,  the 
son  of  William  A.  and  Sarah  Ann  (Wamsley) 
Poorman.  His  father  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  the  township;  his  birth  oc- 
curred on  March  7,  1842!  He  was  the  son  of 
John  Poorman,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1808  and  who  at  a  comparatively  early 
age  pioneered  in  Coles  County.  Sarah  Ann 
Wamsley  Poorman  was  born  in  Adams  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  1849,  and  as  a  young  girl  moved 
with  her  parents  to  Humboldt  Township.  John 
W.  Poorman  began  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  township.  Later,  he 
spent  a  year  each  at  Illinois  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, Bloomington,  and  Northwestern  Uni- 
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versity,    Evanston.     He    was    an    active    base- 
ball  and   football   player   in   those   days. 

Like  his  father  and  other  forebears  Mr. 
Poorman  has  been  a  farmer  all  his  life,  but 
a  farmer  interested  in  other  activities  be- 
sides the  agricultural.  In  1904,  he  led  in  the 
organization  of  the  First  National  Bank  01 
Humboldt,  which  opened  for  business  on  July 
1st  of  that  year.  He  was  its  first  cashier  and 
subsequently  its  president.  He  was  president 
at  the  time  of  its  liquidation  on  December  6, 
1942.  The  bank  was  considered  one  of  the 
soundest  financial  institutions  in  the  county 
and  after  the  bank  moratorium  proclaimed  by 
President  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  in 
March,  1933,  opened  for  business  on  the  first 
day  permitted  by  presidential  order.  At  the 
time  of  the  liquidation  in  1942,  deposits  to- 
taled more  than  $250,000  and  the  liquidating 
figures  showed  less  than  a  one  per  cent  loss 
on  its  loans.  From  1921  to  1942,  Mr.  Poor- 
man  was  in  the  broomcorn  business.  With 
a  partner,  Elmer  Sutton,  he  operated  the. 
broomcorn  brokerage  firm  of  Sutton  and 
Poorman.    This  also  was  liquidated  in   1942. 

In  1909,  at  Humboldt,  Mr.  Poorman  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Grace  Danner  Moore,  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Josephus  Danner.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Poorman  are  the  parents  of  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary  Elizabeth  Poorman,  who  lives  with 
her  parents.  She  was  graduated  from  De- 
Pauw  University,  Greencastle,  Indiana,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1932  and 
is  a  member  of  Alpha  Gamma  Delta  Sorority 
and  taught  in  the  Humboldt  Community  High 
School  for  twelve  years.  Mrs.  Poorman  has 
been  active  in  Humboldt  Methodist  Church 
throughout  her  life  and  was  its  pianist  for 
twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Poorman  is  also  active 
in  the  church  and  at  present  is  on  the  official 
board. 

Mr.  Poorman  has  participated  in  public 
affairs  in  still  another  way.  For  two  terms 
in  the  1920's  he  was  a  member  of  the.  Coles 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  and  in  1925 
was  chairman  of  that  body.  At  present  he  is 
serving  on  the  Coles  County  Housing  Board. 
He  is  a  Democrat.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poor- 
man  are  lovers  of  the  outdoors  and  enjoy 
fishing  and  hunting  together.  They  own  a 
cabin  at  Lake  Mattoon,  in  Coles  County, 
where  they  spend  their  summers  and  do  con- 
siderable fishing.  Mr.  Poorman  has  won  not 
only  the.  affection  but  the  respect  and  admi- 
ration of  the  entire  county  for  his  public 
interest  and  the  ability  he  has  demonstrated 
in  his  efforts  on   the  public   behalf. 


JAMES  WILLIAM  FRAZIER,  II 

"If  there  is  anything  to  the  theory  that  it 
takes  several  generations  to  make  a  good 
farm  and  a  top-notch  farmer,  you'll  find  sup- 
port for  the  idea  on  the  fertile  365  acres 
operated  by  J.  W.  Frazier  and  Son."  So  wrote 
a  prominent  farm  editor  of  James  William 
Frazier,  II,  and  his  son  James  William  Frazier, 
III,  now  operating  as  Frazier  and  Frazier, 
whose  farm  and  cattle-feeding  lots  are  of 
international  reputation.  They  are  located 
seven  miles  north  of  Charleston,  Coles  Coun- 
ty. 

James  William  Frazier,  the  grandfather  of 
James  William  Frazier,  II,  purchased  most 
of  the  land  from  the  Government  in  1850, 
when  it  was  a  piece  of  prairie  without  a  tree. 
The  log  cabin  built  by  this  descendant  of 
Scotsmen  who  settled  in  Virginia  in  1730  and 
fought  in  the  Revolution  and  other  important 
American  wars  has  been  replaced  by  a  suc- 
cession of  houses,  all  erected  on  the  same 
site.  The  present  beautiful  family  home  is 
nationally  famous,  and  has  been  described 
and  pictured  in  many  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines. Numerous  magazines,  notably  The 
Country  Gentlemen,  have  devoted  much  space., 
even  covers,  to  the  farm,  its  personalities, 
its  stock,  crops  and  other  appurtenances. 

"Today,"  says  the  same  editor,  "J.  W.  and 
his  son  James  are  demonstrating  that  the 
farm  offers  as  broad  an  opportunity  for  the 
use  of  brains,  skill  and  hard  work  as  the 
office   or   factory." 

James  William  Frazier,  II,  was  born  at 
Big  Creek,  Paris,  Illinois,  on  November  23, 
1878,  the  son  of  Thomas  Ellsberry  and  Alice 
(Swango)  Frazier.  His  father,  born  at  Rich 
Woods,  Paris,  was  also  a  farmer.  His  mother, 
a  native  of  Hazel  Green,  Kentucky,  was  the 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Caroline  Swango, 
also  natives  of  that  Kentucky  community. 
The  family  has  been  prominent  through  the 
centuries  both  in  Scotland  and  in  America, 
and  before  that  was  famed  in  France,  under 
the  name  of  Frezeau.  It  has  written  its  deeds 
and  contributions  into  the  history  of  many 
lands,  where  its  motto,  "I  am  ready,"  has 
always  signified  a  willingness  to  serve. 

J.  W.  Frazier,  as  he  is  better  known  to 
distinguish  him  from  his  son,  known  popu- 
larly as  James  Frazier,  was  educated  in  Coles 
County  rural  schools,  at  Hogsett  Military 
Academy  in  Danville,  Kentucky,  and  at  the 
University  of  Illinois,  from  which  he  received 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1902. 
He  has  since  devoted  himself  to  the  develop- 
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ment  of  the  family  farm  and  its  cattle-feed- 
ing business.  He  has  won  prizes,  alone  or  in 
conjunction  with  his  son,  for  cattle  and  crops. 
Outstanding  among  these  were  the  Grand 
Championship  for  Texas  Hereford  Yearlings, 
won  at  the  International  Livestock  Exposi- 
tion in  1918 — he  has  year  after  year  won 
prizes  at  this  exposition — and  second  prize 
for  a  10-acre  soy  bean  production,  in  a  con- 
test sponsored  by  the  University  of  Illinois 
throughout  the  state  ,and  first  prize  for  seed- 
corn  production  on  five  acres,  sponsored  in 
Coles  County  by  the  DeKalb  Agricultural  As- 
sociation. Also,  he  and  his  son  have  become 
famed  for  their  gopher  oats  production.  Grain 
farming,  cattle  feeding,  hog  production,  cat- 
tle showing  .  .  .  these  are  the  activities  on 
which  J.  W.  Frazier's  fame  rests.  He  has  also 
been  in  the  electrical  appliance  and  general 
engineering  fields.  He  has  specialized  in  baby 
beef  in  fat  carlot  shows  from  1915  to  the 
present  time,  winning  eighty  ribbons  for 
champions  and  grand  champions.  He  has  writ- 
ten a  great  deal  about  his  activities,  giving 
valuable,  technical  advice  to  others  in  the  in- 
dustry. 

On  December  18,  1906,  at  Sedalia,  Mis- 
souri, Mr.  Frazier  married  Sarah  Francen 
Dameron,  the  daughter  of  William  T.  and 
Virginia  (Bell)  Dameron.  Like  her  children, 
Mrs.  Frazier  is  musically  talented.  She  has 
been  violinist  with  the  Eastern  Illinois  State 
College  Symphony,  at  Charleston,  and  the 
Lake  Worth  Philharmonic  at  Lake  Worth, 
Florida.  Like  Mr.  Frazier  a  member  of  an 
old  American  family,  she  is  prominent  in  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  She 
also  belongs  to  the  Woman's  Club,  Garden 
Club,  Parent-Teachers  Association,  the  La- 
dies Aid,  the  Home  Bureau,  the  Good  Will 
and  other  organizations,  and  is  active  in  the 
Bushton  Christian  Church  at  Bushton  and  its 
Sunday  School.  Mr.  Frazier,  incidentally,  is 
a  deacon,  elder  and  trustee,  and  treasurer 
and  Sunday  School  teacher  in  this  church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frazier  have  three  children. 
James  William  Frazier,  III,  who  is  separately 
chronicled  in  this  edition  of  "Library  of 
American  Lives,  is  the  oldest.  He  married 
Pauline  Wilson  of  Metropolis,  Illinois,  and 
is  the  father  of  Pamela,  Thomas  Michael  and 
Paula  Frazier.  The  next  child  is  Virginia 
Dameron,  the  wife  of  Robert  Morison  Curts 
of  Ridgewood,  New  Jersey,  and  mother  of 
Peter  James  Barry  Curts.  Youngest  of  the 
three  Frazier  children  is  John  Ferdinand  Fra- 
zier. Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Frazier,  II, 
reside  at   1308  Jackson   Street,   Charleston. 


Mr.  Frazier's  services  have  been  comman- 
defered  by  many  public  and  quasi-public  agen- 
cies in  time  of  peace  and  war.  In  World  War 
I,  he  received  a  citation  from  Washington 
for  his  food  and  other  activities,  and  he  has 
served  on  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Live- 
stock for  the  University  of  Illinois  Agricul- 
tural College  and  been  chairman  of  the  Coles 
County  Committee  for  AAA  and  Public  Rela- 
tions. In  addition,  he  has  been  a  judge  of 
feeding  and  fat  cattle  at  national  shows.  He 
has  been  a  director  of  the  National  Live 
Stock  and  Meat  Board,  the  Better  Beef  Asso- 
ciation of  America  and  has  served  in  various 
elective  and  appointive  offices  in  the  County 
of  Coles.  Among  his  organizational  affilia- 
tions are  Coles  County  Golf  Club,  Rotary 
Club  of  Charleston,  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  (two  bars),  the  Coles  County  Farm 
Bureau  and  the  Saddle  and  Sirloin  Club  of 
Chicago.  He  has  been  a  sponsor  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  and  a  leader  in  the  Red 
Cross.  He  is  a  wide  traveler,  in  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  Mexico.  Friendly,  kind, 
intelligent,  he  is  one  of  the  valuable  citizens 
of  the  nation,  as  countless  authorities  have 
agreed. 

JAMES  WILLIAM  FRAZIER,  III 

Frazier  and  Frazier  is  a  firm  name  which, 
radiating  from  Coles  County,  has  made  a  na- 
tional reputation  in  the  agricultural  field.  It 
is  associated  with  prize  cattle,  prize  hogs  and 
prize  grain  crops.  Located  seven  miles  north 
of  Charleston,  the  seat  of  Coles  County,  the 
Frazier  and  Frazier  farm  has  grown  to  its 
fame  through  the  alertness  of  its  owners  to 
new  ideas  in  planting  and  cultivating,  in  live- 
stock breeding  and  feeding,  in  their  showing 
of  their  products  and  in  marketing,  as  well 
as  in  machinery,  labor  relations,  accounting 
and  other  procedures. 

As  the  name  implies,  the  farm  is  a  part- 
nership— of  James  William  Frazier,  III,  and 
his  father,  James  William  Frazier,  II.  The 
elder  Mr.  Frazier,  whose  own  story  is  told 
on  other  pages  of  this  Illinois  edition  of  the 
Library  of  American  Lives,  now  in  his  72nd 
year  (1950),  lives  in  partial  retirement  in 
Charleston.  Hence,  his  son  and  partner  is 
the  guiding  spirit  of  the  great  business  which 
has  been  the  subject  of  so  many  stories 
and  pictures  in  newspapers  and  magazines 
throughout  the  nation.  The  farm  itself  goes 
back  to  the  days  of  the  great-grandfather  of 
James  Frazier,  as  J.  W.  Frazier,  III,  is  known. 
That  ancestor,  James  William  Frazier,  him- 
self   descended    from    a    family    which    had 
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achieved  tremendous  fame  in  France  and  later 
in  Scotland  and  has  since  written  its  deeds 
into  American  history,  bought  nearly  all  of 
the  present  365  Frazier  acres  from  the  Gov- 
ernment in  1850.  Today  the  partnership  of 
father  and  son,  James  William  Frazier's  de- 
scendants, employ  four  men  in  their  busy  sea- 
sons and  keep  building  the  farm  to  the  ut- 
most of  its  capacity,  while  at  the  same  time 
practicing  the  most  modern  soil  conservation 
methods. 

James  Frazier  was  born  in  Charleston  on 
March  27,  1908.  His  mother  is  Sarah  Fran- 
ces (Dameron)  Frazier,  well  known  for  her 
talents  as  violinist  and  her  activities  in  many 
civic  and  social  and  church  organizations.  Aft- 
er attending  the  Bushton  Grade  School,  Mr. 
Frazier  studied  at  the  Eastern  State  Teach- 
ers College  High  School  in  Charleston  and 
at  the  University  of  Illinois.  From  the  uni- 
versity he  received  the  degrees  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  1932  and  Master  of  Science  in 
Theoretical  and  Applied  Mechanics  in  1933. 
In  1933,  too,  he  was  elected  to  Sigma  Xi. 
Mr.  Frazier  was  prominent  in  athletics  in 
his  school  days.  At  high  school,  he  went  out 
for  football,  basketball,  track  and  baseball 
and  was  captain  of  the  basketball  team.  At 
the  university  he  was  on  the  basketball  and 
football  teams;  also,  he  played  golf.  Mr.  Fra- 
zier's apprenticeships  and  experience  have  in- 
cluded grain  farming,  cattle  feeding,  hog  pro- 
duction, cattle  showing,  general  engineering 
such  as  welding,  plumbing,  electric  repair  and 
installation,  blacksmithing  and  concrete  con- 
struction. 

From  1933  to  1934  Mr.  Frazier  was  with 
the  Illinois  State  Highway  Department  as  an 
engineer.  In  the  next  five  years  he  served  as 
camp  superintendent  for  the  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service.  Since  1939  he  has  been  his 
father's  partner  on  the  365-acre  farm,  partic- 
ipating and  leading  in  the  program  of  raising 
corn,  oats  and  alfalfa  and  in  feeding  and  rais- 
ing livestock.  One-half  of  the  farm  is  de- 
voted to  livestock  feeding  (cattle),  the  other 
half  to  hog  raising.  Since  1939,  also  Mr. 
Frazier  has  specialized  in  baby  beef  in  fat 
carlot  shows,  winning  numerous  ribbons,  cita- 
tions and  medals  both  for  cattle  showing  and 
corn  raising.  In  1945,  Matt  Clark,  the  Penn- 
sylvania painter,  visited  the  Frazier  farm  and 
made  paintings.  These  have  appeared  on  the 
covers  of  the  Country  Gentleman — October, 
1945,  the  cattle,  and  September,  1946,  the 
hogs.  This  magazine  as  well  as  other  publi- 
cations have  repeatedly  carried  pictures  and 
stories  of  the  farm  and  its  activities,  person- 


alities and  crops.  The  family  itself,  with 
all  its  ramifications  reaching  back  into  me- 
dieval days,  has  also  been  written  up  exten- 
sively, for  it  and  its  collateral  branches  be- 
long to  the  highest  social  echelons. 

James  Frazier  married  Pauline  Wilson, 
daughter  of  Lyman  B.  and  Effie  (McCrory) 
Wilson,  at  Evansville,  Indiana,  on  September 
3,  1938.  A  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Illinois,  from  which  she  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Education,  Mrs. 
Frazier  was,  before  her  marriage,  a  school 
teacher.  Also  she.  has  traveled  considerably, 
particularly  in  Europe.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Woman's  Club  of  Charleston,  the  Parent- 
Teachers  Association,  the  Ladies  Aid,  the 
Home  Bureau,  Red  Cross,  Charleston  Read- 
ing Circle  and  other  organizations  and  is 
active  in  the  Sunday  School  and  other  activ- 
ities of  the  Bushton  Christian  Church  at 
Bushton.  She  and  Mr.  Frazier  are  the  parents 
of  two  daughters  and  a  son — Pamlea,  Thomas 
Michael  and  Paula  Frazier,  born  in  that  or- 
der. The  Frazier  home  address  is  R.  F.  D. 
No.   3,    Charleston. 

In  addition  to  various  minor  appointive  of- 
fices in  Coles  County,  Mr.  Frazier  served  on 
the  local  school  board  until  1948.  His  military 
record  includes  four  years  in  the  Citizens  Mil- 
itary Training  Corps  and  two  years  in  the  Re- 
serve Officers  Training  Corps.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  Party,  of  the  Urbana 
Country  Golf  Club  at  Urbana,  the  Coles 
County  Farm  Bureau  and  the  Coles  County 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  In  1925, 
he  became  a  charter  member  of  the  Charles- 
ton Unit,  Order  of  DeMolay.  A  wife's  de- 
scription of  her  husband  is  always  interest- 
ing, and  here  is  Mrs.  Frazier's  of  her  hus- 
band: "Mr.  Frazier  is  six  feet,  weighs  200 
pounds.  He  has  dark  brown  hair,  gray  green 
eyes  and  is  more  shy  and  retiring  than  his 
father,  but  with  the  same  kindness  and  in- 
telligence. He  is  intensely  interested  in  the 
farm's  progress,  continuously  searching  for 
knowledge  and  facts  to  improve  methods.  He 
is  a  devoted  father  and  definitely  a  farm 
and  home  man.  His  engineering  training  in 
college  has  helped  in  a  great  degree,  in  devel- 
oping and  building  improvements  on  the 
farm."  The  consensus  in  the  cattle  world  is 
that,  like  his  father,  James  Frazier  is  an  in- 
valuable citizen. 

LLOYD  LEE  PARKER 

In  Southern  Illinois,  where  he  operates  the 
largest  furniture,  piano  and  musical  instru- 
ment store,  Lloyd  Lee  Parker  of  Harrisburg  is 
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LLOYD  LEE  PARKER 

The  Piano  Man  of  Southern  Illinois 


ADRIEL  JOSEPH  WALKER 


known  as  "Car  Load  Lots"  Parker.  This  is 
because,  having  through  his  own  efforts  made 
it  profitable  to  operate  a  music  store  instead 
of  using  the  old  methods  of  a  house-to-house 
canvass  to  sell  from  a  sample  and  having  pop- 
ularized every  type  of  musical  instrument,  he 
is  able  to  buy  and  sell  such  instruments  by 
the  carload.  He  is  also  known  as  Lloyd  L. 
Parker,  the  Music  Man — and  this  soubriquet 
is  self-explanatory.  He  has  also  been  interest- 
ed in  the  real  estate  development  or  Harris- 
burg  and  has  purchased  and  improved 
innumerable  residential  and  commercial  struc- 
tures there.  In  addition,  he  has  participated 
in  the  social  and  civic  life  of  the  community 
and  supported  every  worthwhile  community 
issue. 

Mr.  Parker  was  born  in  Saline  County  on 
July  3,  1885,  the  son  of  Richard  Davis  and 
Martha  Ann  (Jones)  Parker.  His  father,  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky  and  the  son  of  Winston 
Parker,  was  a  farmer.  The  mother  was  born 
in  Saline  County.  From  the  family  farm  Lloyd 
Parker  went  to  country  school,  helping  his 
father  in  his  spare  time.  He  remained  on  the 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-five.  His  first  re- 
tail experience  was  the  sale  of  apples  grown 
on  the  farm.  These  he  peddled  in  Harrisburg. 
Later  he  went  to  work  for  Horning's  Grocery 
Store,  delivering  and  clerking  for  $40  a 
month.  For  ninety  days  after  leaving  the  gro- 
cery he  worked  in  a  brick  yard  and  subse- 
quently he  drove  a  horse-drawn  bakery  wag- 
on. It  was  in  1913  that  he  started  selling 
pianos.  The  following  year  he  began  earning 
his  nickname  of  "Car  Load  Lots."  He  rented 
a  building  and  ordered  a  carload  of  pianos 
on  credit.  From  this  audacious  move  has  de- 
veloped the  largest  furniture  and  musical 
instrument  store  in  Southern  Illinois.  He  had 
entered  the  music  business  in  Saline  County 
when  as  an  industry  it  was  still  in  its  infancy, 
and  he  made  phonographs  as  well  as  pianos 
items  which  everyone  wanted.  When  radios 
began  to  supplant  phonographs,  his  store  be- 
came the  Mecca  for  radio  fans.  Later,  he  ad- 
ded furniture  to  his  merchandise  and  today 
Lloyd  L.  Parker's  Furniture  Store  is  a  house- 
hold name  in  the  region.  Mr.  Parker  has 
ten  floors  with  a  total  of  30,000  square  feet 
of  floor  space  under  one  roof.  He  is  the  ex- 
clusive distributor  in  Southern  Illinois  for  the 
leading  standard  pianos  of  the  world,  and  in 
thirty-five  years  he  bought  more  than  one 
hundred  car  loads  of  pianos  direct  from  the 
manufacturers,  selling  them  not  only  in  Illi- 
nois, but  in  Indiana,  Michigan,  Arkansas,  Cal- 
ifornia,     Kentucky,      Colorado,      Tennessee, 


Missouri  and  Louisiana.  Besides  this  business 
and  real  estate,  he  operates  two  farms. 

When  he  was  still  living  on  the  farm  that 
was  his  birthplace,  Mr.  Parker  married  Delia 
Gertrude  Gunter,  the  daughter  of  Walter 
Gunter  of  Galatia.  The  date  was  February  15, 
1905.  Mrs.  Parker  died  four  decades  later,  in 
September,  1946.  Two  children  were  born  to 
this  marriage — Richard  D.  and  Walter  Lee 
Parker,  both  now  associated  with  their  fath- 
er in  his  business.  In  October,  1947,  Mr.  Par- 
ker married  Kate  Ridgeway  Hine.  Mr.  Parker 
worships  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  and  Mrs. 
Parker  worships  in  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Harrisburg. 

In  his  community  life  Mr.  Parker  has  served 
on  the  high  school  board  since  the  late  1920's. 
In  World  War  II,  he  was  chairman  of  the 
U.  S.O.  for  Harrisburg.  He  has  a  one-hundred- 
percent  attendance  record  at  Rotary  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Illinois  State  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Masonic  Order,  Odd  Fellows 
and  Elks,  the  Greater  Egyptian  Association, 
Southern  Illinois,  Inc.,  and  other  organiza- 
tions. "You  can  depend  on  Lloyd  Parker," 
writes  a  man  who  has  known  him  for  forty 
years,  and  that  tells  the  story. 

ADRIEL  JOSEPH  WALKER 

A  leader  in  its  field  in  Central  Illinois  is 
the  Walker  Construction  Company,  with  of- 
fice and  warehouse  at  421  South  Twenty- 
first  Street,  Mattoon.  This  firm,  which  is  a 
large  general  contracting  business,  also  deals 
in  concrete  materials,  asphalt,  building  sup- 
plies and  coal.  It  is  a  partnership  consisting 
of  Adriel  Joseph  Walker  and  A.  C.  Huckaba. 

Mr.  Walker,  who  is  an  outstanding  member 
of  the  construction  business  and  is  a  veteran 
of  World  War  I,  was  born  at  Mattoon  on  Oc- 
tober 10,  1894.  His  parents  were  Frank  Louis 
Walker,  a  farmer,  and  Henrietta  Walker.  Both 
parents  were  born  in  1855,  the  father  in 
Coles  County  near  Mattoon.  Henrietta 
Walker  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Teichman. 

A.  J.  Walker  was  educated  in  the  elemen- 
tary and  junior  high  schools  of  Mattoon. 
From  1916  to  1935  he  worked  for  A.  C.  Loom- 
is,  a  contractor,  in  Mattoon  and  then,  in  1935, 
he  and  Mr.  Huckaba  formed  their  partnership, 
ushering  the  Walker  Construction  Company 
into  existence.  This  general  contracting  firm 
has  handled  large  and  small  projects  since 
that  time,  and  done  much  toward  the  further 
development  of  Mattoon  and  the  surrounding 
area.  Mr.   Walker  is  also  in  the  burial  vault 
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business  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  and  owns 
a  half  interest  in  a  360-acre  farm  at  Chester- 
ville,  Illinois.  He  is  not  active  in  farming, 
however. 

Mr.  Walker  married  Stella  Cathcart,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Margaret  Cathcart  of  Mat- 
toon,  in  1923.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
in  the  First  Christian  Church  of  Mattoon.  She 
died  on  October  20,  1946,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
six.  In  July,  1947,  Mr.  Walker  married  La- 
vonne  Wakefield,  the  ceremony  also  taking 
place  at  the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  Stella 
Walker  was  active  in  that  church  and  also  in 
the  American  Legion  Women's  Auxiliary. 
Mrs.  Lavonne  Walker  is  active  in  the  Chris- 
tian Church  also.  To  the  first  marriage  were 
born  three  children — Donald  Eugene  Walker, 
in  1925,  Dolores  June  Walker,  in  1930,  now  a 
student  at  Eastern  Illinois  State  College, 
Charleston,  and  Patty  Lou  Walker,  in  1935, 
now  attending  Mattoon  High  School.  Donald 
Eugene  Walker  married  Madonna  Wakefield 
in  the  First  Christian  Church  at  Mattoon  on 
September  18,  1949.  He  is  manager  of  the 
Charleston  plant  of  the  Walker  Construction 
Company  and  his  wife  is  in  the  Mattoon  office 
of  the  company.  The  family  home  is  at  Lake 
Mattoon,  the  address  being  Rural  Route  No. 
2,  Mattoon. 

Mr.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Mattoon 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  the  Rotary  Club  of  Mattoon;  the  Mat- 
toon Golf  and  Country  Club  and  Mattoon 
Post,  No.  88,  American  Legion.  In  World  War 
I,  Mr.  Walker  was  attached  to  Company  C, 
325th  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  and  served  a<* 
a  private  with  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  overseas.  He  worships  at  the  First 
Christian  Church  and  for  sport  indulges  in 
golf  at  the  club. 

He  is  one  of  those  who  are,  literally  as  well 
as  figuratively,  building  the  home  area. 

WINFRED  E.  STEWART 

A  man  of  vai-ied  experiences  who  began  his 
career  in  the  monument  business  in  his  boy- 
hood, later  followed  other  interests  and  final- 
ly returned  to  his  first  field  of  activity, 
Winfred  E.  Stewart  is  today  co-owner  of 
Stewart  Memorials,  formerly  the  A.  V.  Mor- 
rison Company,  at  Mattoon.  His  partner  is  his 
brother,  Medford  Stewart,  and  together  they 
have  built  their  enterprise  into  one  of  the  best 
known  in  its  field  in  Coles  County  and  the 
surrounding  region. 

Winfred  E.  Stewart  was  born  at  Casey,  Illi- 
nois, on  September  10,  1918.  His  parents 
were  Bert  and  Rosetta  Stewart,  both  of  whom 


are  natives  of  the  Casey  area,  the  latter  being 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Ida  (Abel).  Bert 
Stewart  has  spent  more  than  forty  years  in 
the  retail  mounment  business. 

After  attending  the  elementary  and  high 
schools  of  Casey,  V/infred  Stewart  became  a 
student  at  Rose  Polytechnic  Institute  in  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana.  For  a  time,  he  was  at  Hot 
Springs  Business  College,  Hot  Springs,  Ar- 
kansas. In  his  school  days  he  played  basket- 
ball for  three  years.  When  he  was  still  in 
high  school,  he  began  working  in  the  moun- 
ment business  with  his  father.  But  after  his 
health  had  broken  down  and  he  underwent  a 
serious  stomach  operation  in  1940,  he  spent 
six  months  with  the  United  States  Forest 
Service,  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  Hot 
Springs.  Subsequently,  he  was  in  newspaper 
advertising  work  at  Muskegon,  Michigan,  for 
three  years.  Then  he  went  to  the  West  Coast 
and  for  two  years,  in  the  course  of  American 
participation  in  World  War  II,  he  did  public 
relation  work  there.  He  had  sought  to  serve 
the  nation  in  its  military  forces  in  the  war, 
but  was  rejected  because  of  the  stomach  op- 
eration performed  in  1940.  In  1946,  after  he 
had  returned  to  monument  work,  he  and  his 
brother,  Medford,  purchased  the  A.  V.  Morri- 
son Company  in  Mattoon.  In  1948  Stewart 
Memorials  installed  a  branch  display  at  the 
entrance  of  Glenwood  Cemetery  in  Shelby- 
ville,  Illinois,  and  this  year  completed  the  pur- 
chase of  the  F.  D.  Sona  Monument  Company 
at  Sullivan,  Illinois,  this  firm  having  been  es- 
tablished in  1876.  Their  leadership  in  this 
field  has  made  Stewart  Memorials  among  the 
best  known  in  the  territory. 

On  May  23,  1940,  Winfred  Stewart  mar- 
ried Virginia  C.  Moore,  the  daughter  of  C. 
L.  and  Nellie  Moore.  The  ceremony  took 
place  at  Casey.  Mrs.  Stewart  is  active  as  a 
housewife  and  mother,  as  a  church  worker 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Business  and  Profes- 
sional Women's  Club  of  Mattoon  and  the  Fed- 
erated Women's  Club  of  Mattoon.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stewart  are  the  parents  of  two  sons — 
Robert  A.  Stewart,  born  on  December  19, 
1944,  and  David  L.  Stewart,  born  on  Septem- 
ber 6,  1949.  The  family  resides  at  Lake  Mat- 
toon and  worships  in  the  Central  Community 
Church  of  Mattoon.  Mr.  Stewart  is  six  feet 
tall,  is  dark  and  weighs  185  pounds.  He  is 
described  as  "very  easygoing."  He  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  has  two  hobbies:  flying  and  pho- 
tography. Among  his  other  interests  are 
fishing,  hunting  and  bowling. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Mat- 
toon, and  the  Mattoon  Lodges,  Ancient  Free 
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and  Accepted  Masons;  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose.  With  his  brother,  he  is  contributing'  to 
the  business  growth  and  general  welfare  of 
Mattoon,  and  to  cultural  feeling. 

MEDFORD  STEWART 

Stewart  Memorials  have,  in  recent  years, 
become  an  institution  in  Mattoon  and  Coles 
County  in  general.  In  the  monument  business 
since  early  manhood,  Medford  Stewart  is, 
with  his  brother,  Winfred  E.  Stewart,  owner 
of  the  firm,  Stewart  Memorials,  formerly  the 
A.  V.  Morrison  Company,  of  Mattoon,  produ- 
cing the  memorials  bearing  his  name.  At  one 
time  an  investigator  in  the  Old  Age  Assist- 
ance Department  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  he 
was  with  the  United  States  Navy  in  World 
War  II.  He  is  well  known  in  civic  organiza- 
tions. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  born  at  Casey,  Illinois,  on 
February  3,  1914,  the  son  of  Bert  and  Roset- 
ta  Stewart.  His  father,  a  native  of  the  section 
near  Casey,  has  spent  more  than  four  decades 
in  the  retail  monument  business.  Medford 
Stewart  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high 
schools  at  Casey,  and  did  postgraduate  work 
in  business  administration.  He  played  both 
basketball  and  track  for  three  years  in  high 
school. 

In  his  high  school  days  Mr.  Stewart  worked 
for  his  father  in  the  monument  business. 
Then,  for  a  time,  he  was  an  investigator  for 
old  age  assistance  and  subsequently  an  em- 
ployee of  Youngstown  Sheet  and  Tube  Com- 
pany. Later,  he  was  a  salesman  of  meats  for 
Swift  and  Company.  But  before  working  for 
this  packing  firm,  he  spent  thirty-one  months 
with  the  Navy,  having  enlisted  in  February, 
1942.  At  first  stationed  at  the  Great  Lakes 
Naval  Training  Station,  Mr.  Stewart  was  later 
detached  for  study  at  DePauw  University, 
Greencastle,  Indiana,  and  at  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity in  Columbus.  After  his  separation 
from  the  service  he  worked  for  Swift  and 
Company  and  then  was  manager  of  an  elec- 
trical appliance  store.  In  1946  he  and  his 
brother  purchased  the  A.  V.  Morrison  Monu- 
ment Company  in  Mattoon,  and  have  since 
built  the  business  into  a  leading  institution. 
In  1948  Stewart  Memorials  installed  a  display 
at  the  entrance  to  Glenwood  Cemetery  in 
Shelbyville,  Illinois,  and  this  year  completed 
the  purchase  of  the  F.  D.  Sona  Monument 
Company,  in  Sullivan,  Illinois,  which  was  es- 
tablished in   1876. 

Mr.  Stewart  married  Virginia  Isabelle 
Troughton,  the  daughter  of  Forrest  and  Ethel 


Troughton,  at  Casey  on  June  21,  1942.  Mrs. 
Stewart  is  active  in  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  of  Mattoon,  in  the  Business 
and  Professional  Women's  Club  and  the  Fed- 
erated Women's  Club.  She  and  Mr.  Stewart 
have  two  sons — Phillip  George  Stewart,  born 
on  November  18,  1943,  and  Stephen  Kent 
Stewart,  born  on  March  17,  1945. 

Mr.  Stewart,  prominent  in  his  industry,  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Il- 
linois Monument  Association.  He  is  also  active 
in  the  Lions  Club  of  Mattoon;  the  Mattoon 
Lodges,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  he  votes  as  a 
Democrat.  Photography  is  his  hobby,  while 
fishing,  hunting,  bowling  and  basketball  are 
his  favorite  sports.  Five  feet  nine  and  one- 
half  inches  tall,  weighing  165  pounds,  with 
dark  hair,  dark  eyes  and  complexion,  he  is  a 
familiar  figure  in  Mattoon,  and  rapidly  be- 
coming an  influential  one.  He  and  his  family 
reside  at  Lake  Mattoon,  Mattoon. 

WILLIAM  EDWARD  SULLIVAN 

In  the  years  that  William  Edward  Sullivan 
has  been  president  of  the  board  of  Education 
for  District  106,  comprising  the  City  of  Mur- 
physboro,  it  has  achieved  the  best  school  sys- 
tem in  its  history.  That  is  the  way  Mr.  Sulli- 
van does  things.  He  is  a  leader  not  only  in 
education  in  the  community,  but  in  civic, 
fraternal  and  church  work  and  his  reputation 
in  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  extends  to 
the  State  and  national  level.  In  his  high  school 
days  the  operator  of  a  tiny  "press  shop,"  he 
is  today  the  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Able  Dry  Cleaning  and  Dyeing  Com- 
pany of  Murphysboro,  a  firm  serving  the  entire 
city  and  well  known  throughout  Jackson 
County. 

Mr.  Sullivan  was  born  at  Doniphan,  Ripley 
County,  Missouri,  on  August  20,  1897,  the 
son  of  Samuel  W.  and  Sarah  (Edmonds)  Sul- 
livan, both  also  natives  of  that  State.  His 
father,  a  prominent  farmer,  served  on  the 
school  board  for  the  country  schools  in  which 
the  son,  oldest  of  eight  children,  began  his 
education.  William  Sullivan  was  graduated 
from  the  Doniphan  High  School  in  1916.  It 
was  at  Doniphan  that  he  and  another  high 
school  boy  operated  what  they  called  the 
Doniphan  Press  Shop  and  this  was,  for  Mr. 
Sullivan,  the  true  beginning  of  a  successful 
career,  though  he  was  not  aware  of  it  then. 

In  1917  he  left  Doniphan  to  move  to  Mur- 
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physboro.  At  first  he  worked  in  a  five-and-ten- 
cent  store  and  then,  for  two  years,  he  was  a 
clerk  in  the  Murphysboro  office  of  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  In  1919,  Mr.  Sullivan 
bought  a  small  press  shop  at  1422  Walnut 
Street,  and  this  he  operated  until  in  Febru- 
ary, 1922,  he  bought  his  present,  larger  estab- 
lishment at  1600  Walnut  Street.  At  the  time 
of  the  move  he  incorporated  the  business  as 
the  Able  Dry  Cleaning  and  Dyeing  Company, 
Inc.,  of  which  he  has  since  been  president 
and  general  manager.  The  personnel  has 
grown  from  four  to  fourteen,  and  the  enter- 
prise as  a  whole  continues  to  grow  in  pres- 
tige and  volume  of  business. 

Mr.  Sullivan  married  Ethel  Smith,  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Katherine  Smith  of  Alto 
Pass,  on  August  13,  1934.  They  worship  in 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Murphys- 
boro, both  being  active  in  its  various  pro- 
grams. Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  deacons. 

Mr.  Sullivan  first  became  a  member  of  the 
school  board  in  1940  and,  elected  again  and 
again,  he  has  also  served  as  its  president.  He 
has  completed  a  complete  renovation  program 
on  the  buildings  and  more  than  doubled  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers.  He  is  also  serving 
on  the  executive  committee  of  the  State  School 
Board  organization.  A  charter  member  of  the 
Lions  Club  of  Murphysboro,  he  has  held  all 
its  offices,  including  the  presidency.  He  is  also 
past  president  of  the  Murphysboro  Aerie, 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  and  is  on  the 
order's  State  Outside  Guard  and  active  in 
the  national  organization.  He  is  a  former 
director  of  the  Murphysboro  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and,  a  thirty-second-de- 
gree Mason,  a  Noble  of  Ainad  Temple,  An- 
cient Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  at  East  St.  Louis.  Also,  he  belongs  to 
the  National  Institute  of  Cleaners  and  Dyers 
and  the  Illinois  Association  of  Cleaners  and 
Dyers. 

A  man  who  devotes  at  least  fifty  percent 
of  his  time  to  public  service,  especially  to  the 
development  of  education  and  the  welfare  of 
children,  Mr.  Sullivan  has  earned  a  place 
for  himself  among  the  builders  of  Illinois. 

GEORGE  I.  DANKS 

An  attorney  who  has  practiced  in  Montana 
as  well  as  in  his  native  Village  of  Edgewood, 
Effingham  County,  and  who  has  served  in 
important  public  offices  in  the  village  and 
county,  the  Honorable  George  I.  Danks  is  now 


president  of  The  First  National  Bank  of  Ef- 
fingham, the  county  seat.  He  devotes  him- 
self entirely  to  the  bank,  although  he  con- 
tinues to  look  after  farming  interests  acquired 
early  in  the  century.  Mr.  Danks  has  become  a 
renowned  figure  in  financial  circles  in  Illi- 
nois and  he  has  a  reputation  for  his  civic 
interest  and  activities,  as  well  as  for  his  lead- 
ership in  the  Presbyterian   Church. 

Mr.  Danks  was  born  in  Edgewood  on  March 
18,  1847,  the  second  oldest  of  the  thirteen 
children  of  Joseph  and  Addie  Danks,  early 
settlers  in  Effingham  County,  near  the  vil- 
lage. The  banker-lawyer's  parents  are  de- 
ceased, but  all  his  brothers  and  sisters  sur- 
vive. 

Mr.  Danks  began  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  at  Edgewood.  From  there  he  went 
to  Austin  College  in  Effingham  and  finally  to 
Southern  University  at  Huntington,  Tennes- 
see, where  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1901.  That  same  year  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Great 
Falls,  Montana,  where  he  remained  until 
1908.  Then  he  returned  to  Edgewood  to  en- 
gage in  law  practice.  At  the  same  time  he 
undertook  the  management  of  the  extensive 
interests  of  his  father-in-law,  William  Gill- 
more. 

About  a  year  before — on  August  21,  1907 
— Mr.  Danks  had  ridden  in  from  Montana  and 
at  Flora,  in  Clay  County,  married  Maude  B. 
Gillmore.  Her  parents,  William  and  Nancy 
Gillmore,  are  like  herself  and  Mr.  Danks, 
natives  of  Edgewood.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Danks — Doris  V.,  now 
the  wife  of  Max  H.  James  of  Vandalia,  and 
the  mother  of  Virginia  M.  James  and  Judith 
Ann  James;  and  George  G.  Danks,  who  mar- 
ried Joyce  V.  Owston  and  who  is  in  the  farm 
implement  business  at  Edgewood.  The  senior 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Danks  reside  at  300  East  Fay- 
ette Avenue,  Effingham.  They  worship  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Effingham.  Both  are 
active  in  the  church,  Mr.  Danks  being  an 
elder. 

In  1908,  after  his  return  to  his  native 
county,  Mr.  Danks  was  elected  a  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Effingham. 
Through  the  years  that  he  served  on  the 
bank's  board  he  practiced  law  and  achieved 
such  leadership  and  influence  in  the  com- 
munity as  to  be  elected  twice  as  president  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Village  of  Edge- 
wood.  Also,  he  served  two  terms  as  Master- 
iri'-Chancery  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Effing- 
ham County.  In  1936,  Mr.  Danks  was  elected 
president  of  the  bank  and  he  has  been  active 


338 


LIBRARY     OF    AMERICAN    LIVES 


GEORGE  I.  DANKS 


ROBERT  C.  SOLOMON 


in  that  office  ever  since.  Also  since  19  36  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Illinois  Guarantee  Savings  and  Loan 
Association  of  Effingham.  Continuing  his 
leadership  in  civic  affairs,  Mr.  Danks  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Ef- 
fingham and  has  been  master  of  Edgewood 
Lodge,  No.  484,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  in  which  he  has  a  fifty-year  member- 
ship. He  is  also  active  in  the  York  and  Scot- 
tish Rite  bodies  of  the  Masonic  order.  Poli- 
tically Mr.  Danks  is  a  Democrat.  Strong 
physically  and  in  constant  good  health,  Mr. 
Danks,  despite  his  advance  into  the  eigth  de- 
cade of  his  life,  is  seldom  absent  from  his 
desk  at  the  bank,  except  when  he  takes  his 
annual  vacation.  He  is  outstanding  not  only 
in  his  business  but  in  his  civic  and  public  life. 

ROBERT  C.  SOLOMON 

A  name  long  identified  with  leadership  ac- 
tivities and  initative  in  the  opening  and 
working  of  new  fields  in  Illinois,  has  been 
that  of  the  Solomon  family  of  Springfield, 
Illinois. 

Robert  C.  Solomon,  Sr.,  orphaned  at  the 
age  of  eight,  was  raised  by  strangers  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  old.  At  this  time,  he 
went  to  work  as  a  coal  miner  for  the  Spring- 
field, Illinois  Cooperative  Coal  Company.  With 
his  savings  Solomon  eventually  bought  stocli 
in  the  Cooperative  Mine.  He  and  another 
miner  later  left  their  jobs  at  the  Company, 
and  went  to  the  south  side  of  Springfield, 
where  they  became  partners  and  purchased 
a  mine  which  they  named  the  Black  Diamond 
Coal  Mine. 

In  1900  Mr.  Solomon  bought  out  his  part- 
ner. It  was  about  then  that  four  of  his  sons, 
Peter,  George,  Robert  C.  and  Edward,  joined 
their  father  in  coal  mining.  They  operated 
the  Black  Diamond  Mine  for  four  years,  which 
they  then  sold  to  the  Springfield  District 
Coal  Mining  Company.  This  first  Black  Dia 
mond  Mine  was  located  at  the  junction  of  the 
Wabash  and  Alton  Railroads  one  mile  south 
of  Springfield.  In  1904  the  father  and  sons 
opened  a  new  mine  two  miles  south  of  Au- 
burn, which  they  also  named  the  Black  Dia- 
mond Coal,  Company.  The  four  brothers  work 
ed  and  managed  every  department  of  the  min- 
ing company.  In  1908  the  Solomons  bough! 
their  third  mine,  the  Cora  Coal  Mine,  located 
six  miles  north  of  Springfield.  In  1911  Rob> 
ert  C.  Solomon,  Sr.,  died,  leaving  the  four 
sons  to  continue  operation  and  management 
of   the   Black   Diamond   and   Cora   Mines.    In 


1916  they  sold  their  second  and  third  minea 
to      the    Peabody   Coal    Company. 

In  1917  the  Solomons  organized  the  Panth- 
er Creek  Coal  Company,  thus  starting  its 
development  by  sinking  shaft  No.  1  two  miles 
north  of  Auburn.  In  the  next  few  years,  thej 
purchased  other  mines  as  follows:  192  5,  Lin- 
coln Park  Mine,  which  was  renamed  Panther 
Creek  No.  2;  192  7,  Spring  Creek  Coal  Com- 
pany and  the  West  End  Coal  Company  mines 
were  incorporated  as  Panther  Creek  mines 
No.  3  and  No.  4,  respectively;  1928,  Spring- 
field Cooperative  Coal  Company  mine,  the 
mine  originally  worked  by  Robert  C.  Solomon 
Sr.,  became  Panther  Creek  Mine  No.  5. 

Upon  the  death  of  George  W.  in  1939,  Rob- 
ert C.  Solomon  became  president  of  the  Panth- 
er Creek  Mining  Company.  He  was  born  in 
Springfield  on  July  28,  1882,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  the 
capital.  After  spending  two  years  at  the 
Springfield  High  School,  he  attended  a  busi- 
ness school  for  another  two  years.  Mr.  Solo- 
mon married  Florence  Larson  in  Springfield 
in  1917.  Mrs.  Solomon,  a  native  of  Moline, 
Illinois,  is  one  of  Springfield's  many  active 
women.  They  have  three  children — Florence, 
born  in  1921,  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  and  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  William 
Smiles  and  mother  of  three  children;  Mary 
Louise,  born  in  1927,  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois,  now  Mrs.  John  C.  Kanberg 
and  residing  in  Springfield;  and  Robert  L., 
born  in  1931,  now  attending  the  University 
of   Illinois. 

Mr.  Solomon  operates  the  Solomon  Grind- 
ing Service — a  somewhat  related  business  to 
mining,  which  grinds  many  ores  and  mine 
minerals  for  use  in  the  making  of  paints, 
cattle  feeds,  and  mortar  colors. 

Mr.  Solomon  is  active  in  Masonry,  being  a 
member  of  the  Knights  Templer  and  Shrine. 
He  worships  in  the  Grace  Lutheran  Church. 
He  is  one  of  the  top  figures  in  the  coal  in- 
dustry of  Central  Illinois. 

HARRY  ODELL  POPE 

Member  of  a  family  which  has  made  a  con- 
tribution to  Illinois  life  since  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  Harry  Odell  Pope 
of  DuQuoin  in  Perry  County  has  in  various 
ways  maintained  the  family  tradition  of  serv- 
ice. Formerly  president  of  the  Pope  Shoe  and 
Clothing  Company,  Inc.,  of  DuQuoin,  he  is 
now  operator  of  the  H.  0.  Pope  Agency,  a  real 
estate  and  insurance  business  in  that  com- 
munity. For  a  score  of  years  he  has  been  a 
leading  figure  in  the  Boy  Scout  movement  in 
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Southern  Illinois  and  is  now  secretary  of  the 
DuQuoin  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  a 
unit  embracing  fifteen  Southern  Illinois  coun- 
ties. He  has  also  aided  development  and  cul- 
ture and  promoted  the  spiritual  life  through 
influential  activity  in  the  Rotary  Club  of  Du- 
Quoin and  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a 
charter  member  and  former  president  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Rotary  Club  of  DuQuoin  and 
also  belongs  to  the  Business  Men's  Organiza- 
tion of  DuQuoin. 

Born  in  DuQuoin  on  November  8,  1876, 
Mr.  Pope  is  the  son  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  Deborah  (Dickerson)  Pope. 
There  were  four  other  children — Dr.  Rolla 
D.  Pope,  now  deceased;  Beulah  B.  Pope,  also 
deceased;  Francis  E.  Pope,  now  with  the 
Federal  Credit  Corporation  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  Karl  D.  Pope,  now  residing  in  Long 
Beach,  California.  Harry  Pope  was  born 
fourth  among  the  five  children.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Zeigler,  Franklin  County,  moved  to 
DuQuoin  in  1856  and  established  the  first 
store  there.  He  was  a  Republican  active  in 
public  affairs.  His  father  was  Dr.  Benjamin 
W.  Pope,  also  a  native  of  Illinois,  a  medical 
man  of  the  era  of  the  "saddle  bag  doctor." 
Deborah  Dickerson  Pope,  born  in  Ohio,  was 
a  sister  of  President  Warren  Gamaliel  Hard- 
ing's mother.  Her  family  settled  in  Marion, 
Ohio,  a  community  made  famous  by  the  Repub- 
lican president  and  publisher. 

Harry  Odell  Pope  attended  the  public  schools 
of  DuQuoin  and  completed  his  education  with 
a  course  at  the  Spencerian  Business  College 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1899.  He  then  came  to  DuQuoin 
and  entered  the  mercantile  establishment 
founded  by  his  father  in  1856.  This  firm  was 
originally  called  Pope  and  Company,  but  the 
name  was  later  changed  to  the  Pope  Shoe 
and  Clothing  Company,  Inc.,  and  of  this  firm 
Harry  Pope  was  president  for  many  years.  He 
and  his  brother  operated  it  until  1937.  In  that 
year  Harry  Pope  entered  the  real  estate  and 
insurance  business,  establishing  a  general 
agency  known  today  as  the  H.  O.  Pope  Agency. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  successful  organiza- 
tions in  its  dual  field  in  Southern  Illinois. 

Mr.  Pope  in  August,  1902,  married  Lily  I. 
Painter,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  K. 
Painter  of  DuQuoin.  Her  father  was  general 
agent  at  DuQuoin  for  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad.  Mrs.  Pope,  educated  in  New  York 
state  and  St.  Louis,  has  been  a  prominent 
music  teacher  since  1918.  She  now  has  about 
forty-five  students.  She  has  played  the  organ 
and  the  piano  for  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 


DuQuoin  since  she  was  twelve  years  old.  Mr. 
Pope  is  also  active  in  the  church,  of  which 
he  became  a  member  in  1917.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing on  its  board  of  elders.  Gardening — espe- 
cially the  growing  of  flowers — is  his  hobby. 

STEPHEN  DEXTER  DOLE 

Stephen  Dexter  Dole  was  the  first  of  his 
name  to  settle  in  Coles  County  and  he  was  not 
only  one  of  the  early  farmers  but  also  the  co- 
partner in  the  operation  of  the  first  grain 
company.  Also  he  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Mattoon  itself — today  the  biggest  com- 
munity in  the  county. 

Born  at  Bedford,  New  Hampshire,  on  De- 
cember 23,  1813,  Mr.  Dole  was  the  son  of 
Enoch  and  Harriett  Pauline  (Dexter)  Dole, 
and  moved  with  his  family  to  Rossville,  Ohio, 
in  1819,  and  to  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  in 
1822.  He  attended  private  schools  at  Terre 
Haute,  one  of  them  operated  by  Mrs.  Mat- 
thew Riddle,  his  aunt.  With  his  brothers  he 
then  engaged  in  various  businesses.  They 
took  grain  on  flat  boats  down  the  Mississippi 
to  New  Orleans  and  brought  back  sugar. 

In  1849  Stephen  Dole  bought  his  Whitley 
Point  Farm  at  Mattoon,  where  he  established 
his  home.  His  sister,  Sarah  Ann  Dole,  came 
from  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  to  keep  house  for 
him  until  his  marriage.  This  farm  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  his  granddaughter,  Emily 
Dole  Oblinger,  a  leader  in  Coles  County's 
civic  and  social  life,  whose  career  is  described 
in  the  story  of  her  father,  Daniel  Harry  Ob- 
linger, on  other  pages  of  this  Illinois  Edition 
of  the  Library  of  American  Lives.  A  brother, 
Joseph  Collie  Dole,  joined  Stephen  at  Mattoon 
in  1853  and  the  firm  of  S.  D.  and  J.  C.  Dole 
was  formed.  This  firm  bought  a  large  tract 
of  land  northwest  of  the  present  site  of  Mat- 
toon, paying  the  Government  $1.25  an  acre. 
At  that  time  the  country  was  covered  with 
tall  prairie  grass  and  was  without  fences. 
Under  their  care  the  farms  were  improved 
and  the  Dole  family  was  known  throughout 
this  part  of  the  country  for  thrift,  earnest- 
ness and  honor.  Perhaps  no  name  is  written 
more  often  in  the  transferring  of  property 
and  looking  up  abstracts  than  the  name  of 
"Dole". 

The  brothers  became  extensive  farmers  and 
stock  raisers.  During  the  Civil  War  they  con- 
tracted with  the  Government  for  the  use  of 
one  of  their  farms  for  the  corralling  of  dis- 
abled war  horses.  This  farm  is  still  known 
as  the  Corral  Farm.  Stephen  Dole  installed 
scales  on   his  farm   and   it   became  the   local 
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market  place  for  the  grain  and  stock  of  his 
neighbors.  In  1855  Mr.  Dole  and  James  M. 
Riddle  formed  the  first  grain  company.  It 
was  known  as  S.  D.  Dole  and  Company.  In 
the  same  year  he  participated  in  the  efforts 
which  brought  Mattoon  into  being.  In  that 
year,  too,  a  younger  brother,  Charles  M.  Dole, 
moved  to  Mattoon  from  Terre  Haute.  He 
joined  his  brothers  in  business  and  in  1865 
became  the  first  president  of  thexFirst  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Mattoon,  an  office  he  held 
until   1878. 

The  Dole  brothers'  two  sisters,  Harriet  Me- 
linda  Dole,  who  married  Allen  Lush  of  Clin- 
ton, Indiana,  and  after  his  death  George 
Harding  of  Paris,  Illinois,  came  to  Mattoon  in 
1868;  and  Sarah  Ann  Dole,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Moore  Barr  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana, 
located  permanently  in  Mattoon  in  1876,  and 
had  nine  children,  all  of  whom  spent  their 
entire  life  in  the  Mattoon  community. 

The  names  of  Stephen  and  Charles  Dole 
appear  in  "An  Authentic  Account  of  the 
Great  Historical  Event — the  Lincoln-Douglas 
Debate,  September  18,  1858",  by  S.  E.  Thom- 
as. It  reads  in  part,  "Sunrise  had  found  both 
Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas  in  Mattoon.  Both 
the  Democrats  and  the  Republicans  had 
planned  large  processions  to  Charleston  and 
appointed  a  joint  committee  to  have  charge 
of  the  arrangements.  Charles  M.  Dole  served 
on  the  committee  for  the  Republicans.  The 
Republicans  left  Mattoon  early  in  the  morn- 
ing. Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  leave  Mattoon  with 
the  procession  but  started  a  short  time  after- 
wards in  a  carriage  with  James  T.  Cunning- 
ham, Stephen  Dexter  Dole  and  J.  W.  Tune. 
This  carriage  was  drawn  by  a  splendid  span 
of   cream-colored   horses  .   .    ." 

Dole's  Hall  was  completed  by  the  Dole 
brothers  in  August,  1865.  Later  called  Dole's 
Opera  House,  it  was  the  scene  of  many  fes- 
tive affairs.  It  was  Mattoon's  first  theater. 
A  fire  destroyed  it  in  1876,  but  it  was  re- 
built and  afterwards  sold  to  Mrs.  Carrie 
Kingman.  The  Dole  House  was  begun  in  1868 
by  a  stock  company.  Not  long  afterward  the 
Doles  obtained  control  and  completed  it  in 
1871.  It  was  opened  as  the  Mattoon  House. 
For  many  years,  under  the  Dole  name,  it  was 
the  leading  hostelry  in  Mattoon.  On  Decem- 
ber 18,  1878,  the  Stubbins  brothers  pur- 
chased the  building.  Today  it  is  the  Hotel 
Byers,  having  been  acquired  by  G.  W.  Byers 
on  June   1,   1913. 

Stephen  Dexter  Dole  was  a  charter  member 
of  Mattoon's  Union  Agricultural  Association 
organized  February  19,  1859.    He  was  a  life- 


long member  of  the  Coles  County  Board  of 
Agriculture,  serving  as  president  for  several 
terms.  He  was  a  vice-president  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  active  in  the  Masonic 
order  and  in  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  and  wor- 
shipped in  the  Unitarian  Church.  Prominent 
in  the  Republican  Party,  he  attended  the  na- 
tional convention  which  in  1860  nominated 
Mr.   Lincoln. 

On  November  23,  1853,  Stephen  Dexter 
Dole  married  Emily  Jane  (Tipton)  Ogden, 
widow  of  Michael  Ogden  of  Paris,  Illinois. 
The  wedding  took  place  at  the  home  of  her 
parents,  Daniel  and  Nancy  (Orchard)  Tipton, 
on  the  State  Road  east  of  the  present  site  of 
Mattoon.  Mrs.  Ogden  was  living  there  at 
the  time  with  her  two  children — Nancy  Ange- 
line  who  married  Dr.  William  Clayton  Loyd 
on  September  15,  1861,  and  moved  to  Clin- 
ton, Missouri;  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  William  Allen  Rush  of  Mat- 
toon on  January  27,  1870. 

To  the  marriage  of  Stephen  Dexter  Dole 
and  Emily  Jane  Ogden  were  born  William 
Collie  Dole  on  June  18,  1854,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Joseph  Enoch  Dole  on  October  7, 
1855,  who  died  February  16,  1860;  Mary 
Pauline  Dole  on  March  20,  1857,  who  was 
married  to  Daniel  Harry  Oblinger  on  June 
24,  1885,  and  became  the  mother  of  Emily 
Dole  Oblinger,  and  who  died  on  December  5, 
1931;  and  Laura  Frances  Dole  on  April  25, 
1859,  who  died  April  31,  1944.  Emily  Jane 
Tipton  Dole  died  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Oblinger,  "Lone  Elm  Place",  Mat- 
toon, on  December  9,   1911. 

Known  throughout  the  community  as  "Un- 
cle Deck",  Stephen  Dexter  Dole  had  a  kind- 
ness of  heart  that  reached  all  humanity.  When 
he  died  at  his  home  at  Whitley  Point  on 
March  18,  1885,  the  following  lines  ap- 
peared in  his  obituary:  "He  has  been  honor- 
ably identified  with  nearly  every  great  enter- 
prise or  undertaking  in  and  about  Mattoon 
and  was  often  actuated  by  the  motive  that 
plants  the  tree  that  others  may  enjoy  the. 
fruit".  He  is  buried  on  the  family  lot  in 
Dodge  Grove  Cemetery,  Mattoon. 

DANIEL  HARRY  OBLINGER 

Daniel  Harry  Oblinger  served  Mattoon  and 
its  surrounding  territory  as  a  prominent  bus- 
iness man,  civic  and  church  leader  throughout 
the  thirty  years  of  his  life  which  followed  the 
Civil  War.  Still  much  alive  in  the  memory  of 
old  inhabitants  of  Coles  County  and  in  the 
progressive  activities  of  the  area,  he  forwards 
the   family  name  today  through  the  work  of 
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his  daughter,  Miss  Emily  Dole  Oblinger,  one 
of  Mattoon's  outstanding  women  and  the 
granddaughter  of  the  famed  Stephen  Dexter 
Dole,  a  founder  and  builder  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Daniel  Harry  Oblinger  was  born  in  German- 
town,  Ohio,  on  January  22,  1841,  the  son  of 
Gabriel  and  Sarah  (Haines)  Oblinger.  His 
father,  born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1800,  was  a  general  merchant  at  German- 
town  to  which  he  moved  in  1825.  At  Ger- 
mantown,  Daniel  Harry  Oblinger  obtained  his 
schooling. 

The  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  found  him 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  Cincinnati  drug 
store.  He  resigned  this  position  to  enlist  on 
October  21,  1861,  and  he  served  as  Hospital 
Steward  in  the  15th  Regular  Regiment  of 
the  United  States  Infantry.  In  charge  of  the 
medicines  and  the  filling  of  prescriptions,  he 
had  the  title  of  "Doctor"  in  the  Army.  Cap- 
tured, he  was  held  a  prisoner  by  the  Con- 
federates at  Andersonville  Prison.  On  Octo- 
ber 31,  1864,  he  received  his  discharge  at 
Lookout   Mountain,    Tennesse. 

Upon  his  return  to  civilian  life,  Mr.  Ob- 
linger moved  to  Mattoon  and  in  September, 
1866,  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  his 
firm  being  Oblinger  and  Kemp  on  Broadway. 
The  firm  later  became  Oblinger  and  Weaver. 
Still  later  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  business 
to  his  partner,  T.  R.  Weaver,  and  bought  out 
W.  R.  Coppage  on  Western  Avenue.  This 
store  burned  and  the  drug  firm  of  Oblinger 
and  Coppage.  was  formed  in  1878.  It  con- 
tinued at  18  West  Broadway  until  Mr.  Ob- 
linger's  death  on  March  20,  1896.  Mr.  Oblin- 
ger was  always  active  in  civic  affairs  and,  at 
Mattoon,  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  con- 
ducted a  class  of  boys  in  the  Sunday  School 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Session  for  fifteen 
years.  At  Germantown,  he  joined  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican. Travel  and  good  music  were  his 
favorite  recreations. 

Mr.  Oblinger  married  Jennie  Lanning  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  on  January  19,  1867.  She  died 
September  27,  1880.  On  June  24,  1885,  he 
married  Mary  Pauline  Dole,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Dexter  and  Emily  Jane  (Tipton)  Dole 
at  their  country  home  at  Whitley  Point, 
northwest  of  Mattoon.  The  story  of  the  Dole 
family  and  its  great  contribution  to  the  de- 
velopment of  Coles  County  is  told  under  Mr. 
Dole's  name  in  another  section  of  this  Illi- 
nois Edition  of  the  Library  of  American  Lives. 

Miss  Emily  Dole  Oblinger,  born  at  the  fam- 
ily home,  "Lone  Elm  Place",  is  the  daughter 


of  this  marriage.  A  graduate  of  Mattoon 
High  School  and  National  Park  Seminary, 
Forest  Glen,  Maryland,  Miss  Oblinger  helped 
organize  the  Governor  Edward  Coles  Chap- 
ter, Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  was  its  organizing  regent  and  later  re- 
gent. She  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the 
Mattoon  Historical  Society,  a  member  of  the 
Mattoon  Federated  Woman's  Club,  the  Mat- 
toon Study  Class  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Mattoon. 

Daniel  Harry  Oblinger  died  at  his  home 
on  March  20,  1896,  and  was  buried  in  the 
family  lot  in  Dodge  Grove  Cemetery,  Mat- 
toon. His  wife  died  December  5,  1931.  It 
was  written  of  him,  "He  was  energetic,  in- 
telligent and  honorable.  He  lived  as  one  who 
loved  his  God  and  his  fellow  men.  His  duties 
to  his  family,  his  business  and  his  church  oc- 
cupied his  time  and  attention.  He  was  kind 
and  sympathetic,  a  man  who  made  the  world 
better  for  his  living  in  it.  .  .  ." 

THE  LONE  ELM 

This  historic  tree  is  situated  in  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  lawn  at  the  home  of  Miss 
Emily  Dole  Oblinger.  Her  parents  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Daniel  Harry  Oblinger  purchased  the 
property  in  1887. 

The  elm  received  its  name  from  the  fact 
that  it  stood  as  a  lonely  sentinel  on  the  vast 
prairie,  guiding  the  early  emigrants  on  their 
trek  westward,  long  before  the  coming  of  the 
railroads  and  the  founding  of  Mattoon.  The 
prairie  road  extended  northwest  to  the  De- 
catur, Springfield  and  Peoria  settlements, 
crossing  the  present  site  of  Mattoon,  near  the 
Lone  Elm.  There  are  many  interesting  leg- 
ends connected  with  the  tree. 

On  May  26,  1934,  the  Governor  Edward 
Coles  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution  marked  it  with  a  bronze  tab- 
let. The  marker  is  mounted  on  a  native, 
glacier  boulder  and  bears  the  following  in- 
scription : 

"The  Lone  Elm 

used  as  a  land  mark 

by  the  pioneers 

in  crossing  the  prairie" 

The  Lone  Elm  is  threatened  with  phloem 
necrosis,  the  deadly  elm  disease,  that  is 
spreading  over  the  country.  Everything  pos- 
sible has  been  done  to  save  it. 

JAMES  W.  McGRATH 

In  a  large  portion  of  Illinois  the  name  of 
McGrath  has  come  to  stand  for  extraordinary 
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achievement  in  the  commercial  and  industrial 
world  and  in  the  field  of  social  forces,  labor 
relations  and  cultural  activities.  This  achieve- 
ment has  come  through  the  McGrath  Sand 
and  Gravel  Company,  headquartered  at  Lin- 
coln— a  business  conducted  with  a  human 
philosophy  which  has  attracted  much  atten- 
tion from  other  business  men  and  the  public 
at  large. 

The  McGrath  Sand  and  Gravel  Company 
was  founded  in  Lincoln  in  1907,  by  Patrick 
L.  McGrath  and  his  two  sons,  James  W.  and 
T.  E.  McGrath.  Today  the  McGrath  brothers 
are  outstanding  citizens  of  the  state,  J.  W. 
McGrath  is  president  of  the  business,  while 
his  brother,  T.  E.  McGrath,  is  vice  president. 
The  mother  of  these  two  men  was  Harriet 
(Snyder)    McGrath. 

In  the  first  four  years  of  the  business,  the 
McGrath  brothers  worked  long  hours  and  drew 
only  $400  in  salary,  each,  per  year.  Their 
average  monthly  salary  in  the  following  four 
years  was  $118  a  month,  each.  Twelve  years 
after  the  business  was  established,  the  salaries 
were  advanced  to  $250  a  month.  "The  policy 
of  the  McGrath  organization,"  says  a  McGrath 
statement,  "is  based  on  common  sense  and 
fairness.  This  is  not  a  one-man  company.  It 
has  been  built  for  the  future,  not  around  one 
man  or  a  small  group  of  men."  In  its  public 
statements,  the  company  is  unusually  frank 
concerning  its  "inside  workings,"  often  kept 
secret  by  other  business  men.  The  concern  has 
had  various  names  in  the  course  of  its  near 
half-century  of  existence.  In  1910  its  name 
was  The  Hydraulic  Sand  and  Gravel  Company. 
Then,  for  a  time,  it  was  McGrath  Brothers 
Sand  and  Gravel  Company  and  finally  the 
present  style,  McGrath  Sand  and  Gravel  Com- 
pany, was  adopted.  Besides  its  headquarters 
at  Lincoln,  established  in  1907,  the  company 
has  plants  at  Mackinaw,  established  1910; 
Chillicothe,  established  in  1914;  Pekin,  estab- 
lished in  1917;  Foreston,  established  in  1920, 
and  Bloomington,  established  in  1938.  There 
have  also  been  other  plants,  but  these  have 
been  abandoned. 

Besides  being  president  of  the  McGrath 
Sand  and  Gravel  Company,  Mr.  McGrath  is 
a  director  of  the  Lincoln  Savings  and  Loan 
Association,  the  Central  Illinois  Electric  and 
Gas  Company  and  the  Logan  County  Fair 
Association.  The  fair  is  one  of  the  means  of 
his  voluntary  public  service.  He  is  chairman 
of  War  Bond  or  Savings  Bond  drives  in  Logan 
County  and  of  the  Logan  County  Aid  Asso- 
ciation. In  heading  his  big  company,  Mr.  Mc- 
Grath   has    helped    make    it    a    leader   in    the 


sand  and  gravel  industry  in  Illinois  and  in 
the  Middle  West.  He  has  also  helped  promote 
honest  industry  and  thrift  among  labor  as 
well  as  management  and  to  elevate  standards 
of  living  in  all  the  areas  in  which  plants  are 
located. 

CLARENCE  SYLVESTER  BUCHER, 
D.V.M.,  M.D.,  F.A.C.A. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  Dr.  Clarence  Sylves- 
ter Bucher  of  Champaign — operator  of  the 
famed  Bucher  Clinic  in  that  city — is  the  only 
man,  or  certainly  one  of  the  few  men,  who 
ever  worked  as  a  veterinary  surgeon  while 
studying  to  become  physician  and  surgeon  to 
human  beings.  It  was  necessary  for  him  to  do 
this  work  for  he  had  to  work  his  way 
through  college,  and  the  histories  of  men 
who  have  been  both  veterinarians  and  medical 
doctors  have  proved  that  the  one  form  of 
medical  practice  has  been  invaluable  in  the 
development  of  skill  in  the  other. 

Dr.  Bucher  was  born  in  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  on  November  26,  1881,  the  son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Mariah  (Sherer)  Bucher.  Of  Swiss 
parentage,  his  father  was  also  born  in  Ohio. 
He  was  both  farmer  and  Mennonite  minis- 
ter. The  mother  was  born  at  Whitehouse, 
Lucas  County,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Bucher  began  his  education  at  White- 
house.  He  studied  veterinary  surgery  at  Mc- 
Killep  Veterinary  College  and  in  1908  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Veterinary 
Medicine.  After  graduation  he  was  employed 
by  the  United  States  Government  and  went 
to  the  Philippine  Islands  as  a  veterinarian. 
It  was  about  this  time  that  he  resolved  to 
become  a  physician  and  surgeon  and  in  pur- 
suance of  that  ambition  he  returned  to  Chi- 
cago where  he  was  employed  as  a  veterinarian 
in  the  Chicago  Stock  Yards,  thus  enabling 
him  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  medical 
education.  He  entered  Loyola  University  as 
a  student  and  in  1915  was  awarded  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  In  the  next  two  years 
he  was  an  intern  at  the  Jefferson  Park  Hos- 
pital. In  August,  1917,  he  became  associated 
in  practice  with  the  late  Dr.  S.  W.  Shartz.  It 
was  in  1921  that  he  established  the  now  so 
highly  regarded  Bucher  Clinic. 

Dr.  Bucher  married  Sophie  H.  Fraas  at 
Archbold,  Ohio,  in  November,  1909.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Bucher  have  two  children — Helen  Marie, 
born  on  June  11,  1912,  who  majored  in  music, 
piano  and  organ  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
and  is  now  associated  with  her  father  as 
secretary  at  the  Bucher  Clinic;  and  Richard 
C.  Bucher,  born  on  September  18,  1923.  Rich- 
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ard  C.  Bucher  volunteered  in  the  Navy  in 
World  War  II  and  was  transferred  to  the 
Marine  Corps  as  pharmacist  mate.  He  served 
with  the  Fourth  Marines  in  the  invasion  of 
Guam  on  July  24,  1944,  and  encountered  a 
serious  wound  by  a  bullet  passing  from  right 
to  left  cheek,  removing  his  left  eye,  which 
resulted  in  severe  skull  fractures  and  exces- 
sive hemorrhage.  In  spite  of  this  he  continued 
giving  aid  to  the  wounded  until  he  collapsed. 
For  his  sacrifices  and  service  beyond  duty,  he 
received  the  highest  honor  given  by  the 
United   States  Navy — the  Navy  Cross. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bucher  and  their  family  re- 
side at  308  West  White  Street,  Champaign, 
and  worship  in  the  Episcopal   Church. 

Dr.  Bucher  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association;  the  Illinois  Medical  Asso- 
ciation; the  Champaign  Medical  Society;  West- 
ern Star  Lodge  No.  240  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  past  Master;  the 
Consistory  at  Danville;  and  is  past  president 
of  the  Champaign-Urbana  High  12  Club.  He 
is  a  popular  figure  in  these  organizations  as 
well  as  in  the  community  at  large. 

DELOS  LLOYD  HUXTABLE 

The  start  of  Delos  Lloyd  Huxtable's  ca- 
reer was  on  the  driver's  seat  of  an  ice  com- 
pany's horse-drawn  delivery  wagon.  The 
place  was  Champaign.  The  year  was  1911, 
when  Mr.  Huxtable  was  twenty  years  old. 
Today  Mr.  Huxtable  is  general  manager  of 
the  ice  cream  division  of  the  Champaign  Be- 
atrice Foods  Company.  He  is  former  presi- 
dent of  the  Champaign  School  Board  and  is 
a  leader  in  civic  and  business  organizations, 
in  welfare  and  recreational  movements,  in 
educational  work  and  in  the  Methodist 
church,  not  to  mention  the  Masonic  world. 

Mr.  Huxtable  was  born  at  Benson,  Wood- 
ford County,  on  April  26,  1891,  the  son  of 
James  F.  and  Nora  (Peterson)  Huxtable.  His 
father,  also  a  native  of  Benson,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  family  which  originated  in  Barn- 
stable, England.  His  parents  came  over  from 
England  in  a  sailing  vessel,  accompanied  by 
six  children  also  born  in  that  country.  They 
were  to  have  ten  more  children,  all  born  in 
the  New  World.  At  first  the  family  lived  in 
Quebec,  but  finally  settled  at  Benson,  estab- 
lishing farms  and  other  businesses.  James  F. 
Huxtable  operated  a  general  merchandise 
store  and  a  grain  elevator  besides  farms. 
Nora  Peterson  Huxtable  was  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  Peterson,  one  of  seven  children.  One 
of  these  children,  born  in  1858,  is  still  living. 
Of  the  sixteen  Huxtable  children  fifteen  sur- 


vived to  "ripe  old  age,"  seven  of  them  cele- 
brating golden  wedding  anniversaries.  Of  the 
two  still  alive,  one  celebrated  a  ninety-fourth 
birthday,  the  other  an  eighty-fourth,  in  1949. 

Delos  Huxtable  was  graduated  from  the 
Paxton  High  School  in  1911  and  immediately 
went  into  the  ice  cream  business,  driving  a 
horse  and  wagon  for  what  was  then  called  the 
Champaign  Ice  Company,  located  at  Fifth 
and  University  Streets.  This  is  the  site  of 
the  milk  division  of  the  Champaign  Beatrice 
Foods  Company  today.  By  1913,  when  a  new 
plant  was  erected  for  the  Champaign  Ice 
Company  at  115-117  East  University  Street, 
Mr.  Huxtable  was  president  of  the  concern. 
In  1929,  he  sold  the  business  to  the  Beatrice 
Foods  Company,  and  since  then  has  been  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  ice  cream  division,  his 
territory  embracing  Champaign,  Paxton,  Dan- 
ville and  Paris.  The  plant,  recently  remod- 
eled, now  is  large  enough  to  require  four 
street  entrances — 113,  115,  117  and  119  East 
University   Street. 

One  of  the  prominent  women  of  Cham- 
paign is  Mr.  Huxtable's  wife,  the  former 
Ruth  M.  Eisner,  daughter  of  James  and  Katie 
Kisner.  They  were  married  in  Champaign  on 
April  24,  1912.  Asked  to  describe  her  activ- 
ities, Mrs.  Huxtable  says,  "Keeping  up  with 
a  man  like  Mr.  Huxtable,  and  keeping  pace 
with  my  family — three  children — and  now 
with  my  grandchildren  has  been  real  work." 
However,  Mrs.  Huxtable  has  found  time  and 
had  the  energy  to  become  a  leading  citizen 
of  the  community  in  her  own  right.  She  is 
past  worthy  matron  of  Vesper  Chapter,  No. 
128,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  was 
teacher  of  the  third  grade  boys  in  the  Sunday 
School  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Champaign,  in  which  she  continues  active. 
Also,  she  was  treasurer  of  the  Parent-Teach- 
ers Association  and  president  of  her  Wheel 
for  one  year  (1926).  For  one  year,  too,  she 
was  secretary  of  the  Mother's  Club  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  and  president  of  the 
Mothers'  Club  of  her  son's  fraternity,  Alpha 
Kappa  Lambda.  The  son,  youngest  of  the 
children,  is  Delos  Dean  Huxtable,  granted  a 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Dairy  Tech- 
nology by  the  university,  now  sales  manager 
and  accounting  director  of  his  father's  com- 
pany. He  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  the  Hux- 
table home,  510  West  Clark  Street,  Cham- 
paign. There  are  also  two  daughters — Kath- 
ryn,  now  Mrs.  John  E.  McMahon  and  mother 
of  John  Delos,  Elizabeth  Ruth  and  Patricia 
Dean  McMahon;  and  Jeannette,  now  Mrs. 
John   P.  Messinger  and  mother  of  Linda  Lou 
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Messinger.     Both   daughters   are  also   Illinois 
graduates. 

Mr.  Huxtable  has  been  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  since  1912.  For  twen- 
ty-five years  until  illness  forced  his  relaxing 
somewhat  he  was  on  the  official  board  and 
for  eighteen  years  was  a  trustee.  The  son 
has  taken  his  place  on  the  official  board. 
The  elder  Mr.  Huxtable  served  for  nineteen 
years  on  the  Champaign  Board*  of  Educa- 
tion, his  last  three  as  president;  for  twelve 
years  he  was  chairman  of  the  building  and 
grounds  committee.  Champaign's  Mayor  ap- 
pointed him  to  the  post-war  planning  board 
and  he  has  also  served  as  chairman  for  the 
revolving  fund  for  the  Champaign  Commer- 
cial Bank.  He  was  president  of  the  Cham- 
paign Chamber  of  Commerce  in  1923  and  of 
the  American  Travelers  Protective  Associa- 
tion in  1920.  For  one  year  he  was  president 
of  the  Illinois  Ice  Cream  Association  and  for 
many  years  was  dean  of  the  members  of  the 
McKinley  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
He  was  also,  for  six  years,  on  the  University 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  board  and 
for  five  years  served  on  the  Champaign  Re- 
creational Board.  Prominent  in  Masonry,  he 
was  commander  of  the  Knights  Templar  Com- 
mandery  No.  68  in  1928,  and  is  also  active 
in  the  Royal  Arch  and  Scottish  Rite  and  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  also  a  Ro- 
tarian  and  an  Elk.  As  a  hobby  he  maintains 
the  farms  once  owned  by  his  maternal  grand- 
father. He  is  one  of  Champaign's  best  in- 
formed men  and  one  of  the  sincerest  work- 
ers on  behalf  of  the  public  welfare. 

CLARENCE  WILLIAM  BELL 

On  February  1,  1950,  Clarence  William 
Bell  of  Mattoon  celebrated  his  seventy- 
second  birthday.  On  that  day  he  looked  back 
and  observed  the  numerous  experiences  of  his 
life — he  had  ridden  on  ox  wagons,  buck 
boards,  old  time  sleighs,  bob  sleds,  buggies, 
surreys,  farm  wagons,  stage  coaches,  trains, 
horses,  farm  machinery,  trucks,  automobiles 
and  other  vehicles — and  always  avoided  the 
airplane;  he  had  farmed,  he  had  operated  a 
florist  business,  he  had  built  ditches  with  a 
strange  piece  of  apparatus  known  to  old 
timers  as  the  "mole  ditcher"  and  he  had  writ- 
ten and  lectured.  He  had,  too,  become  an 
authority  on  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  is  still  a 
farmer,  owning  two  farms,  and  he  has  been 
one  of  those  citizens  on  whom  the  community 
has  called  again  and  again  not  only  for  advice 
but  for  leadership. 


Mr.  Bell  was  born  on  February  1,  1878,  on 
a  farm  three  miles  southwest  of  Mattoon  in 
Coles  County.  Space  is  too  scarce  here  to  tell 
every  detail  of  his  long  and  eventful  life,  but 
the  highlights  will  be  presented.  His  father 
was  William  Andrew  Bell,  born  in  Coles 
County  on  October  2,  1853,  who  died  on  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1920.  He  began  as  a  poor  boy,  and 
died  a  large  landowner  and  wealthy  man. 
The  mother  was  Lily  Ellen  Linder,  daughter 
of  Elisha  and  Rebecca  Linder  and  Grandniece 
of  Sarah  Bush,  the  stepmother  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Lily  Ellen  Bell,  born  August  3, 
1854,  was  a  school  teacher.  She  died  on  June 
7,    1943. 

Clarence  Bell  first  attended  the  Wabash 
and  Linder  country  schools  in  Mattoon  Town- 
ship. Afterward,  he  went  to  Mattoon  High 
School  and  Professor  D.  W.  DeLays'  Mattoon 
Business  College.  A  grandnephew  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  stepmother,  he  studied  Lincoln's 
life,  and  became  a  lecturer  and  writer  on  the 
meat  President  and  his  family.  In  1950  Mr. 
Bell  was  completing  a  book  on  his  ancestors 
and  the  Lincolns. 

After  finishing  school,  Mr.  Bell  continued 
on  the  farm  with  his  father.  For  several  years 
they  were  in  the  stock  business,  buying  and 
selling  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.  Renting  the 
farms,  they  built  graineries  and  bought 
wheat,  oats  and  corn.  The  farm  rents  and 
grainery  operations  made  the  family  wealthy. 
When  the  father  died  in  1920,  the  estate  was 
divided  three  ways — among  the  mother,  Clar- 
ence Bell  and  his  sister.  Mr.  Bell  then  learned 
the  florist  business,  and  for  fifteen  years  fol- 
lowed that  field,  in  the  meantime  writing  and 
lecturing.  When  the  oil  boom  struck  Mat- 
toon, he  retired  from  business  and  now  looks 
after  his  farms.  On  one  of  his  farms,  located 
two  miles  southwest  of  Mattoon,  two  big  oil 
wells  pumped  Mr.  Bell  many  thousands  of 
dollars.  Another  of  his  farms  is  two  miles 
west  of  Mattoon.  Both  farms  are  well  im- 
proved and  profitable.  He  also  owns  timber- 
land,  his  own  house  and  three  lots  at  3217 
Marshall  Avenue,   Mattoon. 

In  this  house  he  lives  with  his  wife,  the 
former  Lucleda  Lambert  of  Mattoon,  daugh- 
ter of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Hannah  (Ken- 
nedy) Lambert.  They  were  married  at  Ef- 
fingham on  May  2  7,  192  7.  Mrs.  Bell  is  active 
in  many  church,  historical,  women's  and  other 
organizations  and  is  an  expert  florist.  She 
and  Mr.  Bell  worship  in  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Coles  County.  Mr.  Bell,  who  has  held  many 
important   offices    in    the    church,    is   now   an 
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honorary  steward   and   vice  president  of  the 
Sunday  School  class. 

A  lifelong  Republician,  Mr.  Bell  has  served 
his  community  as  precinct  committeeman, 
clerk  of  the  election  board  and  as  Republican 
judge  of  the  election  board.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Lincoln  National  Memorial  Highway, 
the  Mattoon  Historical  Society,  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  Society,  the  Coles  County 
Farm  Bureau  and  the  Mattoon  Association  of 
Commerce.  He  is  Commissioner  of  the  Little 
Wabash  Drainage  District  and  of  the  Majors 
Drainage  District  and  is  treasurer  of  the 
Union  Drainage  District  of  Coles  and  Moultrie 
Counties.  Mr.  Bell  is  a  collector  of  all  kinds 
of  antiques — skeltons  of  Kickapoo  Indians, 
rare  and  old  foreign  coins,  American  and 
foreign  postage  stamps  and  old  books.  Among 
his  possessions,  besides  the  Indian  skeletons, 
is  a  sledgehammer  from  the  Hodgedon  Mill 
in  Kentucky,  dating  to  182  5  and  a  handbill  of 
the  play  "Our  American  Cousin,"  which  Pres- 
ident Lincoln  was  viewing  at  the  time  he  was 
shot  by  the  actor  Booth.  Mr.  Bell  also  likes 
to  travel  and  to  attend  good  football  games. 
He  is  accounted  one  of  the  major  citizens  of 
Central  and  Southeast  Illinois. 

JOHN  FLOYD  McCORMICK 

"McCormick's  .  .Jewelry.  .  Diamonds," 
flashing  in  neon  or  more  modestly  announced 
in  daytime,  is  a  familiar  spectacle  to  the  res- 
idents of  Champaign  and  Urbana  and  its  own- 
er, John  Floyd  McCormick,  is  as  familiar  a 
figure  in  the  community.  He  is  not  only  a  lead- 
ing business  man  but  well  known  in  the  Re- 
publican Party  in  Champaign  County  as  well 
as  in  the  radio  broadcasting  industry  to 
which  he  brought  "Scan-o-Rama,"  based  on 
an  idea  he  developed.  He  not  only  sells  jewel- 
ry but  gift  items  of  a  miscellaneous  character 
and  typewriters.  Throughout  his  career  hs  has 
faced  adversity  and  one  of  the  worst  he  ha? 
overcome  was  a  fire  that  caused  considerable 
damage  to  his  business  in  August,  1947.  But 
an  even-tempered  individual,  he  has  won  over 
this  handicap,  as  he  has  many  others. 

John  Floyd  McCormick  was  born  on  Janu- 
ary 3,  1906,  in  Stanton  Township,  Champaign 
County,  the  son  of  Charles  Albert  McCormick, 
a  farmer  also  born  in  that  county,  and  Ella 
Frances  (Clark)  McCormick.  He  spent  seven 
years  at  the  Hunt  School,  in  the  rural  dis- 
trict in  which  he  was  born,  one  year  at  Thorn- 
burn  Junior  High  and  two  years  at  Urbana 
High  School.  This  education  he  later  supple- 
mented with  several  home-study  courses. 

Mr.  McCormick  worked  on  the  family  farm 


until  he  left  it  in  1921  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
That  summer  he  worked  as  a  cement  finisher 
on  the  first  concrete  road  running  north  out 
of  Urbana.  Later,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Levitt's  Manufacturing  Company,  where  he 
remained  until  1925  when  he  accepted  an  ap- 
prenticeship in  typewriter  repair  work.  After 
seven  years,  he  was  made  assistant  manager 
of  the  firm,  with  which  he  remained  until  No- 
vember, 1936.  At  that  time  he  signed  a  con- 
tract with  the  Royal  Typewriter  Company  to 
be  its  representative  in  Champaign  and  Doug- 
las Counties.  When  he  began  the  business  he 
also  undertook  the  handling  of  office  equip- 
ment. His  business  prospered  until  type- 
writers and  allied  equipment  were  frozen  in 
World  War  II.  Having  also  lost  two  employees 
to  the  armed  forces,  he  sought  a  sideline  to 
help  carry  the  overhead.  He  now  brought  his 
attention  to  bear  on  an  idea  previously  con- 
ceived for  scheduling  program  time  in  radio 
broadcasting  stations.  On  a  gamble,  he  bought 
the  equipment  necessary  to  produce  what  he 
now  calls  "Scan-o-Rama"  and  in  May,  1942, 
he  showed  this  system  at  the  convention  of 
the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  It  was  hailed  as  a  forward 
step  in  broadcasting  and  Mr.  McCormick  re- 
ceived $9,000  worth  of  orders  in  one  day.  In 
1949  about  twenty-five  stations  were  using  the 
McCormick  system  and  he  was  planning  to 
continue  its  manufacture.  Since  May,  1943, 
he  has  been  in  the  jewelry  business,  in  which 
he  has  since  specialized. 

Mi\  McCormick  married  Lavinnia  Pearl  Lo- 
gan, daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  Logan,  in 
Danville  on  November  21,  1924,  and  they 
have  two  daughters,  Joanne  Eloise  and  Betty 
Louise.  The  latter  is  married  to  James  Jay 
Johnson  and  is  the  mother  of  John  Henri 
Johnson. 

A  Republican  leader,  Mr.  McCormick  is  one 
of  those  who  helped  entertain  Senator  Taft 
when  he  visited  Central  Illinois  in  the  1948 
presidential  campaign.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Diamond  Guild,  various  Masonic 
bodies,  including  the  Shrine;  the  United  Com- 
mercial Travelers  and  Illini  Shrine  Club,  in 
which  he  is  a  director;  Champaign  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  the  Elks;  Sad  Sac 
No.  11,  elite  division  of  Amvets  in  Champaign 
County,  in  which  he  has  an  honorary  member- 
ship though  he  is  not  a  veteran,  an  indication 
of  his  standing  in  the  community.  He  is  a 
former  member  and  secretary  of  the  official 
board  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Urbana.  His  business  is  at  312  North  Hickory, 
Champaign;    his    home    at    1303    West    Hill. 
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CARL  NICOLAI  HANSEN 


"Trustworthy,  reserved  .  .well  liked  by  em- 
ployes, customers  and  fellow  business  men." 
So  he  is  described. 

CARL  NICOLAI  HANSEN 

A  business  man  who  has  made  his  contri- 
bution toward  growth  and  welfare  in  Central 
Illinois  through  a  vital  field — food — is  Carl 
Nicholai  Hansen  of  Champaign.  Mr.  Hansen 
is  vice»-president  of  the  Beatrice  Food  Com- 
pany, with  headquarters  in  Champaign.  His 
activities  in  the  community  are  channeled, 
otherwise,  mainly  through  the  fraternal  and 
civic  organizations  to  which  he  belongs.  He 
was  in  the  military  service  in  World  War  I. 

Carl  Nicolai  Hansen  was  born  in  Denmark 
on  March  9,  1894.  His  parents  were  Jorgen 
Frederick  Hansen  and  Kirstine  Rasmine  (Ib- 
sen )  Hansen.  His  father,  born  in  Denmark 
on  February  11,  1867,  was  a  merchant  who 
made  two  trips  to  the  United  States — one  in 
1928,  the  other  in  1934.  He  served  in  the 
Danish  Army  and  in  the  Danish  State  Police. 

The  son  came  to  the  United  States  at  an 
early  age,  and  was  educated  in  elementary 
and  dairy  schools  in  Illinois.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  as  a  creamery  man  with  the 
Beatrice  Food  Company  in  Champaign,  Mr. 
Hansen  has  risen  from  superintendent  to  vice- 
president.  In  between  he  held  the  posts  of 
manager  and  district  manager.  To  him  is  at- 
tributed much  of  the  present  success  of  this 
great  firm. 

On  June  11,  1919,  Mr.  Hansen  married  Bes- 
sie Andersen,  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Carolyn  Andersen.  Mrs.  Hansen  is  active  in 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  Champaign.  Four 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hansen 
— Carl  F.  Hansen,  whose  wife  is  Carmen  and 
who  is  the  father  of  Carmen  and  Frederica 
Hansen ;  George  K.  Hansen,  whose  wife  is 
Anne  and  who  is  the  father  of  Carolyn  and 
Constance  Hansen;  Delbert  E.  Hansen,  whose 
wife  is  Loretta  and  who  is  the  father  of 
James  Earl  Hansen,  and  Joyce  C.  Hansen. 
The  family  home  is  at  807  West  Green  Street, 
Champaign. 

Mr.  Hansen's  memberships  are  in  the  Cham- 
paign Lodges  of  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  the  Rotary  Club  of  Champaign.  He 
served  in  the  839th  Aero  Squadron  in  World 
War  I,  from  1917  to  1918.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can and  his  favorite  sports  are  bowling  and 
golf,   chiefly   the   former. 

Mr.  Hansen  has  forged  his  way  to  a  lead- 
ing  place   among   Champaign's   business   men 


by  dint  of  sound  training  and  sound  business 
acumen. 

JOSEPH  EDWARD  COOK,  SR. 

There  are  innumerable  old  timers  among 
the  baseball  fans  today,  many  living  in  Illi- 
nois and  the  others  spread  out  all  over  the 
nation,  who  remember  Joseph  Edward  Cook 
of  Peoria  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  Chi- 
cago Cubs.  Many  more,  of  course,  know  the 
contribution  Mr.  Cook  has  been  making  to 
the  state  and  the  automobile  industry  since 
1917  as  a  dealer  who,  though  perhaps  not  a 
pioneer  among  automobile  dealers,  was  cer- 
tainly active  early  in  the  field.  He  is  the 
owner  of  the  Cook  Motor  Company,  Ford 
Dealer  on  Main  Street,  Peoria,  and  is  also 
well  known  as  a  marksman  with  the  rifle  and 
his  other  recreational  interests  chiefly,  how- 
ever, Skeet  Shooting. 

Mr.  Cook  was  born  in  Texarkana,  Arkansas, 
on  July  17,  1888,  the  son  of  Joseph  Edward 
and  Mary  Agnes  (Young)  Cook.  His  father, 
a  lawyer,  was  a  native  of  Arkansas,  while  his 
mother  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  Both  parents 
are  deceased.  The  future  baseball  player,  en- 
gineer, and  automobile  dealer  was  educated 
in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
Texarkana  and  at  the  University  of  Arkansas, 
Fayetteville,  where  he  majored  in  engineering. 
Because  of  an  outstanding  record  in  athletics, 
especially  baseball  at  the  university,  he  ac- 
cepted an  offer  from  the  big  leagues,  playing 
baseball  professionally  for  three  seasons,  two 
of  them  with  the  Chicago  Cubs. 

Giving  up  professional  baseball,  he  return- 
ed to  his  profession,  engineering,  where  in 
Peoria  he  accepted  a  position  as  construction 
engineer  with  the  Peoria  &  Pekin  Union  Rail- 
road, building  the  present  bridge  across  the 
Illinois  River.  After  several  years  in  Elec- 
trical Engineering,  he  established  himself  in 
the  automobile  business  as  a  dealer  in  1917. 
He  handled  such  cars  as  the  Allen,  Auburn, 
Columbia,  Jordan  and  Franklin — which  are 
no  longer  on  the  market.  In  1934,  he  obtained 
the  Ford  Franchise  and  has  been  a  Ford 
Dealer  ever  since,  operating  as  the  Cook 
Motor  Company.  His  is  one  of  the  best  known 
dealerships  in  Central  Illinois. 

Mr.  Cook  married  Eleanor  Maclay  Fisher 
of  Peoria  in  that  city  on  September  18,  1912. 
Mrs.  Cook's  parents,  both  of  whom  are  now 
also  deceased,  were  Joseph  Eugene  Frye  Fish- 
er, born  in  Peoria  and  head  of  the  Chas. 
Fisher  &  Co.  Drug  Firms,  and  Harriet  Maclay 
Fisher,  who  was  a  native  of  Delaven,  Illinois. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  are  the  parents  of  a  son 
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and  daughter.  The  son,  Capt.  Joseph  Edward 
Cook,  Jr.,  was  born  on  May  8,  1915,  and 
married  Katherine  Schmoeger  of  Peoria  and 
they  have  a  son,  John  Maclay  Cook.  Harriet 
Maclay  Cook,  the  daughter  was  born  on  Aug- 
ust 23,  1916  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
W.  Ringel  and  the  mother  of  two  daughters, 
Kathryn  and  Margaret  Ringel.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  E.  Cook,  Sr.,  reside  at  112  Parkside 
Drive,  Peoria,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Cook  is  an  elder  in  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Auto- 
mobile Dealers  Association,  The  National 
Automobile  Dealers  Association,  The  Uni- 
versity Club  of  Peoria,  The  Peoria  Association 
of  Commerce,  The  National  Skeet  Shooting- 
Association,  The  Illinois  Skeet  Shooting  As- 
sociation and  past  president  of  the  Peoria 
Skeet  &  Gun  Club.  Hunting  and  fishing  are 
his  other  recreational  interests.  He  is  one  of 
Peoria's  most  popular  citizens. 

VIRGIL  IVAN  DODSON 

A  professional  engineer  and  land  surveyor 
nearly  all  of  his  working  life,  Virgil  Ivan 
Dodson  has  taken  the  opportunity  through 
the  years  to  serve  his  city  and  the  Federal 
government  in  important  waterways,  drain- 
age, highway,  street  and  sewer  programs. 
At  present  practicing  as  a  consulting  engi- 
neer, he  is  giving  the  City  of  Mattoon  much 
of  his  time  especially  in  connection  with  a 
sewer  survey.  In  World  War  II  he  served 
in  a  military  capacity  on  flood  patrol  duty. 
He  has  held  office  as  City  Engineer  and  Build- 
ing Inspector  in  Mattoon  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Mattoon  Board  of  Education,  and  he 
has  also  served  on  the  Mattoon  Health  Council 
and  in  other  civic  acpaicities. 

Born  at  Quincy,  Ohio,  on  September  5, 
1907,  Mr.  Dodson  is  the  son  of  John  Wesley 
Dodson,  a  native  also  of  Quincy,  and  Nettie 
Mae  (Bothel)  Dodson.  Mr.  Dodson  attended 
rural  school  and  high  school  at  Newark  Val- 
ley, New  York,  and  the  Missouri  School  of 
Mines  and  Metallurgy  at  Rolla.  From  the 
Missouri  institution  he  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Civil  Engineering 
in  1933.  In  his  student  days  he  was  active 
in  the  student  chapter  of  the  American  Soci- 
ety of  Civil  Engineers.  Today  he  is  a  Reg- 
istered Land  Surveyor  of  Illinois,  holding 
registration  number  134  0,  and  a  Professional 
Engineer   of   Illinois,   number   488. 

Mr.  Dodson  began  his  technical  career  in 
April,  1934,  when  he  was  appointed  a  rodman 
on  construction  surveys  for  river  construction 
in  the  office  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  United 


States  Army,  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  He  re- 
mained there  until  October,  1934,  when  he 
was  transferred  as  sub-inspector  to  Fort  Peck, 
Montana,  where  he  worked  on  dredging  sur- 
veys and  materials  inspection.  From  Febru- 
ary, 1935,  to  May,  1935,  Mr.  Dodson  was  a 
rodman  on  dredge  surveys  at  Jefferson  Ctiy, 
Missouri,  and  from  May,  1935,  to  June,  1936, 
he  worked  as  dump  inspector,  dredging  in- 
spector and  instrumentman  at  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan. Continuing  to  move  about  as  civilian 
employee  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  he  work- 
ed at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  from  June,  1936, 
to  October,  193  7,  as  inspector  on  hydraulic 
and  dipper  dredge  work;  from  the  latter  date 
to  July,  1938,  he  was  an  inspector  on  dike 
construction  and  dredging  work  and  instru- 
ment man  on  levee  survey  work  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  and  from  July,  1938,  to  March, 
1939,  at  the  same  location,  he  was  assigned 
to  work  as  dredge  surveyman  in  charge  of 
laying  out  dredging  work  from  plats  furn- 
ished by  the  Corps  and  other  important  dut- 
ies. 

Resigning  from  the  Corps  of  Engineers  in 
March,    1939,    Mr.    Dodson    became   Assistant 
Engineer  to  W.  Ed.   Millar,   Consulting  Engi- 
neer, of  Mattoon.   In  this  capacity  Mr.  Dodson 
was  in  charge  of  field  work  for  drainage  dis- 
trict   improvements,    highway    improvements 
and  improvements  of  city  streets  and  sewers. 
In  the  time  he  was  not  employed  in  the  field 
he  spent  in  the  office  on  design  of  drainage 
facilities    for    farm    land    and    city    property, 
writing  specifications  and  design  for  highway 
and  street  improvements.   In  March,  1941,  Mr. 
Dodson  was  promoted  to  Associate  Engineer 
to  Mr.  Millar,  and  was  given  general  charge 
of    work    including    survey,    design    and    con- 
struction.   This   included   the   construction   of 
an   interceptor  sewer   system   for  the   City  of 
Mattoon,    the    design    and/or    construction    of 
drainage  district  improvements  of  a  value  of 
$240,000    and    fifteen    miles    of   highway    im- 
provements.    On   January   1,    1945,   Mr.   Dod- 
son purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Millar  and 
since  that  time  has  been  a  Consulting  Engi- 
neer on  his  own.    His  present  work  is  of  the 
same  character  as  when  he  was  the  associate 
of  Mr.   Millar  except  that  it  has  increased  in 
volume.  The  major  project  he  has  undertaken 
in  the  time  since  he  bought  the  business  from 
Mr.   Millar  has  been  the  Mattoon  sewer  sur- 
vey, and  this  survey  has  been  followed  by  the 
design  of  separate  sewers  for  portions  of  the 
town,    where    the  need    is    the    greatest.    His 
force  of  assistants  has  grown  from  two  part- 
time  employees  to  one  Registered  Engineer, 
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three  trained  men  and  a  secretary  on  full 
time.  His  reputation  as  an  engineer  has  spread 
into  many  parts  of  the  State.  A  member  of 
the  Illinois  State  Militia  in  World  War  II,  ho 
held  the  rank  of  Corporal  and  in  the  Spring 
of  1944  was  on  flood  patrol  duty. 

Mr.  Dodson  married  Virginia  Page  Redding, 
daughter  of  Raymond  Gregg  ^and  Helen 
(North)  Redding,  on  December  24,  1936.  Mrs. 
Dodson  is  active  in  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  the  Parent-Teachers 
Association  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  Cir- 
cle No.  4.  There  are  three  children — -Robert 
Gregg,  born  March  10,  1939;  John  Page,  born 
June  6,  1942,  died  July  8,  1944;  and  Virgin- 
ia Diane,  born  November  5,  1946.  The  family 
home  is  on  Western  Avenue,  Mattoon.  All 
worship  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Dodson  was  City  Engineer  and  Build- 
ing Inspector  of  Mattoon  from  1946  to  1947. 
For  three  months  in  1948,  prior  to  its  reor- 
ganization, he  served  on  the  school  board.  In 
1949  he  was  chairman  of  the  school  environ- 
ment committee  of  the  Mattoon  Health  Coun- 
cil. He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias; 
the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Mattoon,  serving  as  the 
club's  chairman  of  the  agriculture  and  con- 
servation committee  in  1949,  and  the  Mattoon 
Association  of  Commerce.  Aside  from  solving 
complicated  engineering  problems,  Mr.  Dod- 
son likes  home  motion  pictures  as  well  as 
stills,  and  also  baseball,  football  and  basket- 
ball. From  the  record  it  is  obvious  that  Mr. 
Dodson  must  be  incuded  among  those  who  are 
doing  their  utmost  to  forward  progress  in 
Coles  County. 

WALTER  C.  PETERS 

For  many  years  in  the  banking  business, 
Walter  C.  Peters  is  applying  his  knowledge 
and  talents  to  the  responsible  task  of  chief 
clerk,  business  manager  and  purchasing  agent 
for  the  Kankakee  State  Hospital  at  Kankakee. 
Well  known  among  institutional  executives, 
he  is  also  prominent  in  the  civic  and  social 
life  of  Kankakee  County. 

Mr.  Peters  was  born  in  Champaign  County 
and  lived  in  that  county  until  he  received 
his  first  appointment  at  Kankakee  State  Hos- 
pital in  1934.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Urbana. 
the  county  seat,  and,  following  his  graduation 
from  the  Urbana  High  School,  entered  Eu- 
reka College  at  Eureka,  in  Woodford  County. 
When  he  left  College,  Mr.  Peters  went  into 
the  grain  and  lumber  business.  After  a  few 
years  in  this  field,  he  became  a  banker.  For 
twenty  years  he  was  with  the  bank  at  Saint 


Joseph,  Champaign  County,  and  at  the  time 
he  resigned  to  accept  a  State  of  Illinois  ap- 
pointment was  cashier  of  that  financial  or- 
ganization. Mr.  Peters'  first  appointment,  in 
1934,  at  Kankakee  State  Hospital  was  as 
accountant.  Two  years  later  he  was  promoted 
to  his  present  position  as  chief  clerk,  busi- 
ness manager'  and  purchasing  agent.  He  has 
served  under  both  Dr.  George  W.  Morrow, 
recently  retired  superintendent,  and  Dr.  Er- 
nest  S.   Klein,  the  present  superintendent. 

On  June  5,  1912,  Mr.  Peters  married  Fern 
Messinger,  a  native  of  Peoria.  They  have  a 
son  and  daughter.  The  son,  Walter  Russell 
Peters,  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
at  the  University  of  Illinois  in  1935  and  is 
now  an  auditor  for  the  State  of  Illinois.  The 
daughter,  Margai'et  Ann  Peters,  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  of  Illinois  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1938.  Three 
years  later  she  won  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts  at  the  university  and  is  at  present 
(1950)  working  on  her  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
degree.  She  is  a  teacher  in  the  high  school 
at  Pana,  in  Christian  County. 

Mr.  Peters  is  active  in  the  Kankakee  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  in  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, in  which  he  holds  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree. He  is  a  former  member  of  the  Ex- 
change Club.  In  helping  develop  and  maintain 
the  Kankakee  State  Hospital,  Mr.  Peters  is 
rendering  important  service  in  an  important 
field. 

HON.  HORACE  EDWARD  CHAMPION 

Farmer  and  livestock  breeder,  the  Honor- 
able Horace  Edward  Champion  of  Mattoon 
has  managed,  in  a  busy  life,  to  give  leadership 
not  only  to  agricultural  activities  in  Coles 
County  but  also  to  educational,  hospital,  cem- 
etery and  drainage  developments,  to  church 
work  and  to  general  citizenship.  He  is  one 
of  the  best  known  and  most  popular  person- 
alities in  his  section   of  the  state. 

Mr.  Champion  was  born  in  Mattoon  on  May 
19,  1892,  the  son  of  the  Reverend  Edward 
David  and  Martha  Eliza  (Fulton)  Champion. 
His  father,  a  Methodist  minister  and  farmer, 
was  born  on  August  3,  1860,  and  died  on 
September  16,  1949.  His  parents  came  to 
Illinois  from  North  Carolina  in  1823.  Martha 
Champion,  born  on  August  19,  1861,  died  on 
December  16,  1942.  A  native  of  Adams  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  she  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Dorsey  and  Emily  E.  Fulton.  She  and  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Champion  were  married  at  Pon- 
tiac,  Illinois,  on  June  15,  1881.  Five  gen- 
erations of  the  family  have  lived  in  the  pres- 
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ent  area  within  two  miles  of  each  other.  Four 
generations  have  lived  on  the  present  farm, 
and  Horace  Edward  Champion  and  his  wife 
are  living  in  the  very  house  in  which  he  was 
born.  He  has  lived  there  every  moment  of 
his  life,  except  for  the  period  when  he  was 
away  at  college. 

Mr.  Champion's  education  began  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Mattoon  and  continued  at  De- 
Pauw  University,  Greencastle,  Indiana,  where 
he  spent  three  years.  When  he  was  at  Mat- 
toon  High  School,  he  was  active  in  oratorical 
activities,  and  won  first  prize  in  the  high 
school  district  oratorical  contest  in  1910. 
From  1910  to  1913  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Darsee  Club  at  DePauw;  this  is  now  Lambda 
Chi  Alpha.  Except  for  the  schooling  period, 
Mr.  Champion  has  devoted  himself  to  agricul- 
ture. He  farms  480  acres  and  manages  and 
assists  in  the  management  of  375  more  acres 
of  family  estates  in  Moultrie  and  Coles  Coun- 
ties. His  own  farm  lands  are  in  Coles  County, 
southwest  of  Mattoon,  and  his  address  is  R. 
F.  D.  No.  2,  Mattoon.  He  specializes  in  grain 
and  in  cattle  and  hogs,  and  he  has  been  excep- 
tionally successful,  winning  not  only  afflu- 
ence but  influence  and  popularity. 

On  August  5,  1914,  at  Mattoon,  Mr.  Cham- 
pion married  Mary  D.  Williams,  a  native  of 
that  city  and  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Wil- 
liams (1845-1913)  and  Alice  (Dearborn)  Wil- 
liams (1863-1920).  Mrs.  Champion  is  also 
prominent.  She  is  president  of  the  East  Mat- 
toon Home  Bureau  Unit;  member  of  the  Tues- 
day Study  Club,  the  Women's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Mattoon  and  the  Mattoon  Histori- 
cal Society,  of  which  she  is  a  director.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Champion  have  three  children:  Wil- 
liam David  Champion,  born  1925,  who  in 
1945  married  Marbelle  June  Whitley,  born 
1926,  and  has  one  son,  William  David  Cham- 
pion, born  1947;  Martha  Alice,  born  1927, 
who  in  1946  was  married  to  Albert  Leo  Nel- 
son, born  1924,  and  is  the  mother  of  Darwyn 
Eugene  Nelson,  born  1946,  and  Bonnie  Lu 
Nelson,  born  1949;  John  Richard  Champion, 
born  1928,  who  in  1947  married  Emma  Cath- 
erine Black,  born  1929,  and  is  the  father  of 
Kenneth  Edward  Champion,  born  1948,  and 
Carol  Ann  Champion,  born  1950. 

Horace  E.  Champion  is  chairman  of  the  of- 
ficial board  and  secretary  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  and 
also  teaches  in  the  Sunday  School  and  serves 
on  the  Sunday  School  board.  He  is  a  com- 
missioner of  the  Major  Drainage  District,  a 
trustee  of  the   Camp   Ground   Cemetery,   has 


been  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Mattoon 
Township  since  1942  and  for  eight  years  also 
served  on  the  Methodist  Memorial  Hospital 
board  of  trustees.  Mr.  Champion  has  served 
as  secretary  and  president  of  these  groups. 
In  addition,  he  has  been  a  director,  treasurer, 
secretary  and  vice-president  of  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Mattoon  and  a  member  of  the  Coles 
County  Farm  Bureau  and  the  Mattoon  His- 
torical Society.  He  is  a  Republican.  Generous 
of  his  time  and  possessions,  Mr.  Champion 
has  made  his  life  along  the  lines  of  the  slo- 
gan, "Service  above  self,"  and  in  conse- 
quence this  five-foot-seven-inch,  gray-haired 
135-pounder  has  assumed  a  position  of  great 
leadership  in  the  community. 

MARION  SYLVESTER  CLESSON 

The  Clessons  have  lived  in  Illinois  since 
1835  and  have  made  themselves  prominent 
in  virtually  every  field  of  endeavor.  An  out- 
standing member  of  the  family  is  Marion  Syl- 
vester Clesson  of  Decatur,  a  plumbing  con- 
tractor and  stock  farmer  whose  reputation  for 
wise  counsel  in  civic  affairs,  interest  in  ur- 
ban and  rural  development  and  general  in- 
tegrity   is   widespread. 

Born  in  a  log  house  at  Sylvian,  eight  miles 
south  of  Shelbyville,  Mr.  Clesson  is  the  son 
of  James  O.  and  Rebecca  Jane  (Waton) 
Clesson.  His  father,  a  native  of  Shelbyville, 
was  a  building  contractor  and  cabinet  maker. 
His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Mahetable 
(Stebbins)  Clesson,  both  of  whom  died  on 
July  3,  1855,  in  a  cholera  plague,  leaving 
three  small  sons  who  were  reared  by  aunts 
and  uncles.  Samuel  Clesson  was  born  August 
26,  1815,  in  Massachusetts,  and  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1835.  His  wife  was  born  on  October 
17,  1817.  Marion  Clesson's  maternal  grand- 
parents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Waton,  the  for- 
mer a  cooper,  came  to  Illinois  from  Ohio  in 
a  covered  wagon  and  settled  near  Shelbyville. 

The  future  plumbing  contractor,  whose  own 
birth  occurred  on  October  8,  1898,  completed 
his  academic  education  at  normal  school.  For 
six  years  he  was  an  apprentice  at  Blooming- 
ton,  and  afterward  served  as  a  journeyman 
plumber  in  Decatur  about  eight  years.  In 
1928  he  took  his  Master  Plumber's  degree 
and  launched  his  business  in  his  home.  Sev- 
ei*al  years  later  he  built  a  supply  house  on  his 
back  lot,  and  this  he  used  for  his  office  also. 
After  eight  years,  he  bought  the  building  he 
now  occupies  at  235  South  Main  Street,  in 
Decatur,  and  from  this  center  he  has  built  a 
business  of  ever-growing  proportions  and  won 
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tremendous  prestige  for  himself  in  the  com- 
munity  and    county. 

On  October  14,  1922,  Mr.  Clesson  married 
Gertrude  Albers,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jacobs  Albers  of  Delavan,  the  ceremony 
taking  place  in  Decatur.  Mrs.  Clesson,  who 
has  been  Mr.  Clesson's  partner  in  business, 
is  a  Graduate  Nurse.  She  finds  her  favorite 
recreation  in  horseback  riding.  By  strange 
coincidence  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clesson  celebrate 
their  birthdays  on  the  same  day — October  8. 
The  coincidence  stretches  back  to  their  re- 
spective mothers,  both  of  whom  were  born  on 
September  6.  The  Clessons  worship  in  Grace 
Methodist  Church,  Decatur,  in  which  Mrs. 
Clesson  is  a  unit  leader,  teacher  in  the  Sun- 
day School  and  a  charter  member  of  the 
L.W.B.A. 

Mr.  Clesson  has  himself  been  greatly  active 
in  the  community  life  of  Decatur  and  he  es- 
tablished a  far-famed  baseball  team  known  as 
the  "Clesson  Plumbers,"  in  the  Decatur  In- 
dependent League.  This  team  developed  some 
outstanding  players,  and  won  the  League 
championship  in  1932.  Several  of  its  members 
went  into  the  minor  and  major  leagues  in 
organized  baseball,  and  others  have  become 
successful  in  the  business  world.  Until  his 
health  became  poor  Mr.  Clesson  served  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Master  Plumbers  Association 
and  of  the  Sportsman's  Club.  He  continues 
a  director,  however,  of  the  Decatur  Gun  Club 
and  the  Trail  Riders  Association.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Macon  Lodge,  No.  8,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Lions  Club  of 
Decatur;  the  Decatur  Association  of  Com- 
merce. A  quick  end  of  World  War  I  prevent- 
ed his  military  service  in  that  conflict.  He 
had  tried  to  enlist  in  the  Navy,  but  had  been 
rejected  because  that  arm  of  the  service  had 
filled  its  ranks.  Then  he  was  drafted  into 
the  Army.  He  was  to  leave  on  November  21, 
1918,  but  the  Armistice  was  signed  ten  days 
before  that.  While  baseball  is  still  an  enthus- 
iasm of  Mr.  Clesson's,  he  indulges  in  such 
sports  as  horseback  riding,  hunting  with  his 
bird  dog,  fishing  and  skeet  shooting.  Farming 
is  a  business  to  enable  him  to  get  out  in  the 
open  and  get  fresh  air.  He  and  Mrs.  Clesson 
have  a  small  stock  farm  circling  part  of  Lake 
Decatur,  and  hence  call  it  "Half  Circle  Val- 
ley." The  Clessons  are  popular  throughout 
Decatur  and  are  recognized  for  their  great 
contribution  to  the  community. 

JAMES  RAY  LIVESAY 

Throughout  the  middle  west  a  name  out- 
standing among  radio  broadcasters  is  that  of 


James  Ray  Livesay,  president  of  the  Mattoon 
Broadcasting  Company  of  Mattoon,  operators 
of  Stations  WLBH  and  WLBH-FM.  Mr.  Live- 
say  spearheaded  the  movement  which  estab- 
lished WLBH  to  serve  the  Mattoon-Charleston 
area,  and  brought  the  station  into  existence 
after  he  had  served  with  the  armed  forces 
in  World  War  II.  He  has  served  the  com- 
munity not  only  as  a  broadcaster  but  as  a 
member  of  important  civic  groups. 

Mr.  Livesay  was  born  at  Grand  Tower, 
Jackson  County,  Illinois,  on  October  1,  1916, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  Stokley  and  Eula 
J.  (Ogden)  Livesay.  His  father,  born  on  De- 
cember 1,  1888,  at  Austin,  Kentucky,  was  a 
farmer  and  land  owner  in  Kentucky  and  Illi- 
nois. Ray  Livesay  was  educated  at  Wolf 
Lake,  Sadorus  and  Tolono  and  the  National 
Radio  Institute  in  Washington,  D.  C.  In  his 
high  school  days  he  was  active  in  dramatics, 
debating  clubs  and  public  speaking.  From 
1935  to  1936  Mr.  Livesay  owned  and  operated 
a  radio  sales  and  service  business  in  Villa 
Grove.  In  1936  he  became  an  advertising 
sales  representative  for  Station  WDZ  at  Tus- 
cola. He  remained  with  this  station  until 
1944,  and  in  the  meantime  began  announc- 
ing. He  made  a  reputation  as  "Jimmy  Ray." 
In  1944,  Mr.  Livesay  went  into  the  Navy  and 
because  of  his  experience  and  knowledge  of 
radio,  he  was  placed  in  a  Naval  Electronics 
School.  He  served  as  an  instructor  in  radar 
at  Chicago  and  Gulfport,  Mississippi. 

Separated  from  the  service  in  early  1946, 
Mr.  Livesay  returned  to  Mattoon  and  pro- 
ceeded with  plans  to  establish  his  radio  sta- 
tion. On  December  1,  1946,  WLBH  was  ded- 
icated. He  himself  conducts  a  round-table 
program  each  Sunday  afternoon  "because  it 
is  an  opportunity  to  have  WLBH  serve  the 
community  by  giving  facts  in  discussion  of 
community  problems  and  projects."  Both  the 
station  and  its  president-general  manager  have 
a  tremendous  influence  today  in  the  broad- 
casting area. 

In  the  summer  of  1933,  in  the  course  of 
a  visit  to  relatives  in  Dixie,  Mr.  Livesay  met 
a  young  lady  from  Tennessee.  She  was  Lef- 
fel  Elmore,  who  had  completed  her  school- 
ing at  Middle  Tennessee  State  College  at 
Murfreesboro  and  became  a  teacher.  In  De- 
cember, 1937,  she  and  Mr.  Livesay  were  mar- 
ried. Though  Mrs.  Livesay  "comes"  from  Ten- 
nessee, she  was  actually  born  in  the  same 
community  as  Mr.  Livesay's  father,  Austin, 
Kentucky.  She  is  now  active  in  Mattoon  so- 
cial clubs,  bridge  clubs  and  civic  organiza- 
tions.   There  are  two  children — Shirley  Lef- 
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fel,  born  at  Tuscola  on  September  21,  1940, 
and  James  Ray,  II,  born  at  Mattoon  on  April 
6,  1948.  The  family  resides  at  921  Charleston 
Avenue  and  worships  at  the  Central  Com- 
munity Church,  Mattoon.  Mr.  Livesay  is  a 
trustee  of  this  church. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Mattoon  Hospital 
Committee,  the  Mattoon  Civic  Traffic  Com- 
mittee and  other  groups.  His  organizations 
include  Rotary,  the  Masonic  order  and  High 
12  Club,  the  Radio  Executives  Club  of  New 
York,  the  American  Legion  and  the  Mattoon 
Country  Club.  Still  and  motion  picture  pho- 
tography, flying  and  big  game  hunting  are 
his  favorite  recreations.  He  holds  a  private 
pilot  license  and  owns  a  private  plane.  As  the 
Mattoon  daily  paper  said  in  an  article  about 
him,  "Mr.  Livesay's  sincere  efforts  to  direct 
the  facilities  of  WLBH  so  as  to  render  the 
greatest  possible  service  to  the  people  of  this 
community  is  a  token  of  his  deep  appreciation 
for  the  fine  way  you  have  received  and  ac- 
cepted your  local  radio  service." 

JOSEPH  THOMAS  CLANCY 

In  population  Champaign  County  holds 
fourteenth  place  among  Illinois'  one  hundred 
two  counties.  Through  the  work  of  Sheriff 
Joseph  Thomas  Clancy,  the  county  holds  a 
considerably  higher  place  than  this  in  law  en- 
forcement and  freedom  from  crime.  For  Sher- 
iff Clancy,  once  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
State  Highway  Patrol,  has  applied  modern, 
progressive  methods  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  in  Champaign  County  and  has  as  a 
result  won  an  important  place  for  himself 
among  the  peace  officers  of  the  State  and 
nation.  He  is  active  in  civic  life  and  in  vet- 
erans affairs,  being  himself  a  Navy  veteran 
of  World  War  II.  He  is  prominent  in  fra- 
ternal organizations. 

Sheriff  Clancy  was  born  in  Tolono  Twp., 
Champaign  county  on  March  10,  1910,  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  Catherine  (Don- 
ovan) Clancy.  Both  parents  are  natives  of 
Illinois  also.  The  father,  who  achieved  con- 
siderable prominence  as  a  farmer,  is  now  re- 
tired. 

Sheriff  Clancy  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Champaign  County.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Champaign  High  School 
in  1927  and  seven  years  later  entered  the 
University  of  Illinois  School  of  Commerce.  He 
was  graduated  in  1938  with  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Science.  At  the  university  he  took 
part  in  baseball  and  was  on  the  freshman 
baseball    squad. 


Immediately  after  obtaining  his  degree  the 
future  Sheriff  became  sales  engineer  for  the 
Nelson  Concrete  Products  Company.  In  1941 
he  resigned  from  this  firm  to  accept  an  ap- 
pointment to  the  Illinois  State  Highway  Pa- 
trol, in  which  he  achieved  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant. On  March  16,  1944,  he  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  in  which  he  was  com- 
missioned a  Lieutenant  and  with  which  he 
served  until  a  few  months  after  the  end  of 
World  War  II.  He  served  in  the  Pacific 
Theater    of    Operations. 

Upon  his  separation  from  the  service,  Mr. 
Clancy  returned  to  his  native  Champaign 
County,  where  he  had  been  farmer,  sales  en- 
gineer, police  officer  and  prominent  citizen. 
On  November  5,  1946,  he  was  elected  Sheriff 
of  the  county,  and  this  is  the  office  he  holds 
today.  His  headquarters  are  in  the  court  house 
at  Urbana,  the  county  seat.  His  home  and 
that  of  his  family  is  in  the  Sheriff's  resi- 
dence adjoining  the  Champaign  County  Jail 
in   Urbana. 

Sheriff  Clancy  married  Alberta  Brandon 
at  Fairmont,  Illinois,  on  November  25,  1939. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  two  sons — 
Joseph  Brandon  Clancy,  who  was  born  on 
February  13,  1941,  and  Edward  Lee  Clancy, 
who  was  born  on  June  12,  1943.  Mrs.  Clancy 
is  active  in  women's  club  work  in  Urbana. 

The  Sheriff  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
Sheriffs  Association,  the  American  Legion, 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the  Amvets; 
the  Urbana  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  No.  991.  He  is  a  Republican 
and  worships  in  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  Urbana.  Hunting,  fishing  and  golf 
are  his  favorite  recreations.  For  golf  he 
belongs  to  the  Urbana  Country  Club. 

Sheriff  Clancy  may  not  have  the  friendship 
of  the  law-breaking  element  in  Champaign 
County,  but  he  has  the  affection  and  respect 
of  the  law  abiding  community. 

CLYDE  A.  BROWN 

A  leading  figure  in  Pinckneyville,  seat  of 
Perry  County,  and  the  county  as  a  whole, 
Clyde  A.  Brown  is  known  throughout  South- 
ern Illinois.  He  is  a  man  whose  reputation 
has  been  established  not  only  through  business 
success  but  tlrrough  the  movements  he  has 
led  for  the  improvement  and  development  of 
the  county.  The  growth  of  industry  and 
general  physical  betterment  of  the  communi- 
ties was  stimulated  by  his  leadership,  and 
he  is  also  known  for  his  wartime  and  health 
and  welfare  work.  Since  1924  Mr.  Brown  has 
been    the    operator    of    the    Brown    Chevrolet 
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Company,  Chevrolet  and  Oldsmobile  dealers  at 
Pinckneyville. 

Born  at  Cutler,  Perry  County,  on  Decem- 
ber 9,  1890,  Mr.  Brown  is  the  son  of  David 
and  Ellen  Jane  (McClure)  Brown.  His  father, 
also  born  in  Perry  County,  was  a  farmer.  His 
father  was  Allen  Brown,  a  native  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  who  after  coming  to  America  be- 
came a  prominent  contractor,  house  builder 
and  landholder  near  Cutler.  His  original  640 
acres  are  still  in  the  family.  Ellen  Jane 
Brown's  family  came  from  South  Carolina. 
She  herself  was  born  in  Perry  County.  Clyde 
Brown  is  the  oldest  of  four  children,  the 
others    being    Ethel,    Grace    and    Mayme. 

Mr.  Brown  received  his  education  in  ele- 
mentary schools  at  Cutler  and  in  the  high 
school  at  Sparta,  and  then  went  to  work  in 
the  experimental  room  of  the  John  Deere 
Plow  Company  at  Moline,  where  he  was  a 
mechanic.  After  two  years  with  the  John 
Deere  Company  Mr.  Brown  in  1910  returned 
to  Cutler  and  there  was  employed  in  a  gro- 
cery store  owned  by  F.  M.  Norton.  After- 
wards he  spent  two  years  working  with  his 
father  in  a  meat  market  and  grocery,  also  at 
Cutler.  When  he  left  his  father,  he  became 
general  manager  of  a  lumber  and  construc- 
tion business  at  Percy,  Illinois.  This  was 
owned  by  his  father-in-law.  In  1924  Mr. 
Brown  began  operations  under  the  Chevrolet 
and  Oldsmobile  franchise  at  Pinckneyville. 
His  firm,  Brown  Chevrolet  Company,  has 
grown  to  the  stage  where  it  employs  eight 
persons.  Besides  a  large  volume  of  sales, 
Mr.  Brown  does  a  big  business  in  repairs. 

On  November  4,  1913,  at  Percy,  Mr.  Brown 
married  Carrie  M.  Davis,  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Davis  of  that  commu- 
nity. They  worship  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Pinckneyville  and  both  are  active 
socially  in  the  county  seat. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  prominently  associated 
with  numerous  organizations  and  civic  pro- 
grams. He  was  president  of  the  Pinckneyville 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  five  years,  during 
which  time  the  town  became  the  site  of  a 
garment  factory,  attracted  by  the  efforts  of 
the  chamber,  and  also  went  through  extensive 
developments,  such  as  street  paving.  Politics 
is  Mr.  Brown's  hobby.  An  outstanding  Re- 
publican in  Perry  County,  he  is  now  a  pre- 
cinct committeeman  at  Pinckneyville.  He  has 
participated  in  War  Bond  and  Savings  Bond 
drives  and  in  Red  Cross  activities  and  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  being  also  a  Shriner.  In 
addition,  he  belongs  to  the  DuQuoin  Lodge, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 


the  Pinckneyville  Aerie,  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Pinckneyville  several  years.  Hunting 
is  his  favorite  sport.  Progress  has  been  accel- 
erated in  Perry  County  under  the  leadership 
of  Clyde  A.  Brown. 

HON.  JOHN  MILTON  (Brother)  BURNS 

The  third  generation  of  the  Burns  family 
to  own  and  operate  a  feed  business  estab- 
lished at  Sparta,  Randolph  County,  around 
1880,  John  Milton  Burns  has  not  only  built 
that  business — the  Burns  Feed  and  Produce 
Company — into  an  institution  famed  in  South- 
ern Illinois  but  made  himself  a  leading  figure 
in  the  civic  life  and  public  affairs  of  that 
region.  His  service  to  Sparta  has  been  of 
such  character  as  to  bring  him  the  office  of 
Mayor,  to  which  he  was  named  when  he  was 
only  twenty-eight  years  old.  His  administra- 
tion has  brought  the  community  numerous 
progressive   developments. 

Mayor  Burns  was  born  in  Sparta  on  August 
21,  1913,  the  son  of  Alvin  Howard  and  Kath- 
rine  Mildred  (Douglas)  Burns  and  the  grand- 
son of  John  S.  Burns.  It  was  the  grand- 
father, a  native  of  Randolph  County  and 
originally  a  farmer  and  mule  trader,  who 
first  established  and  operated  what  is  today 
called  the  Burns  Feed  and  Produce  Company. 
Alvin  Howard  Burns,  also  a  native  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  has  been  in  business  in  Sparta 
most  of  his  life.  For  years  he  operated  the 
feed  business  now  owned  by  his  son.  He 
now  gives  all  his  time  to  another  business, 
the  Burns  Wholesale  Grocery  Company,  which 
operates  in  a  territory  with  a  radius  of  twen- 
ty miles  of  Sparta  and  does  a  million-dollar 
volume  annually.  He  is  also  active  in  public 
affairs,  having  served  as  Commissioner  of 
Streets  in  Sparta  for  four  years,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  figures  in  the  Rotary  Club, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  other  organiza- 
tions. The  Mayor's  mother  is  the  daughter 
of  Frank  S.  and  Lula  Douglas  of  Chester. 

Mayor  Burns,  the  second  of  four  children, 
attended  S  p  a  r  t  a's  elementary  and  high 
schools.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  in 
his  junior  year  at  high  school,  he  left  school 
to  take  over  the  management  of  the  Burns 
Feed  and  Produce  Company  from  his  father. 
He  had  worked  in  that  business  from  the 
time  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  is 
now  its  sole  owner.  The  company  handles  a 
full  line  of  feeds,  chickens,  eggs,  produce, 
fertilizer,     paint    and     hardware    and     serves 


ILLINOIS         EDITION 


381 


nearly  all  of  Randolph  County,  operating  an 
elevator  which  is  certified  to  store  Govern- 
ment corn  and  grain.  It  employs  eight  per- 
sons. 

On  September  25,  1932,  Mr.  Burns  married 
Hannah  Laura  Smart,  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Lily  Smart  of  Randolph  County.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  the  marriage — 
Milton  Roger,  on  December  30,  1933;  George 
S.,  on  May  24,  1935,  and  Patricia  L.,  on  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1937. 

Mayor  Burns'  public  service  began  chiefly 
in  his  activities  as  a  member  of  such  civic 
organizations  as  the  Lions  and  Rotary  Clubs, 
to  which  he  no  longer  belongs;  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Masonic  order,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 
Then  he  was  made  Commissioner  of  Finance, 
a  post  he  occupied  five  years.  In  1941  he 
was  elected  Mayor  of  Sparta,  and  since  then 
he  has  done  many  things  for  the  city.  He 
was  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of  a 
public  library  and  for  installing  sewers  and 
water  systems  in  the  Henderson  Addition  and 
having  the  Addition  incorporated  in  the  city 
of  Sparta.  Also,  he  was  responsible  for  in- 
ducing the  Spartan  Publishing  and  Printing 
Company  to  establish  its  plant,  employing  125, 
in  Sparta.  He  is  president  of  the  Sparta  Cem- 
etery Board  and  since  the  age  of  twelve  has 
been  active  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Sparta.  Mayor  Burns  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  progressive  individuals  in  the  re- 
gion. 

HONORABLE  PAUL  W.  POORMAN 

As  Postmaster  of  Mattoon  since  the  early 
days  of  the  administration  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  the  Honor- 
able Paul  W.  Poorman  has  had  opportunity 
to  assist  not  only  that  city  but  all  of  Coles 
County  and  the  surrounding  area  to  continue 
on  a  path  of  great  growth  and  progress.  Post- 
master Poorman  has  taken  advantage  of  this 
opportunity,  and  earned  for  himself  the  re- 
spect and  gratitude  of  all  the  people.  He  is 
former  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Mat- 
toon  Grocery  Company,  Inc.,  which  he  found- 
ed, and  is  a  leader  in  the  Democratic  Party 
and  in  conservation  activities. 

Born  on  the  Poorman  family  farm  in  Hum- 
boldt Township,  Coles  County,  in  1886,  Mr. 
Poorman  is  the  son  of  William  Allison  and 
Sarah  Ann  (Wamsley)  Poorman.  His  father, 
born  in  1842,  was  the  first  male  white  child 
born  in  that  township  and  became  a  prominent 
farmer.   He  was  the  son  of  John  W.  Poorman, 


who  emigrated  from  Clinton  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  the  west  side  of  Coles  County  in 
1836.  He  was  a  farmer  and  livestock  breeder. 
The  Postmaster's  mother,  born  in  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  came  to  Illinois  in  an  ox-drawn 
covered  wagon  in  18  55,  when  she  was  six 
years  old.  Her  family  settled  on  a  farm  next 
to  the  Poorman's. 

The  future  Postmaster  attended  Humboldt's 
grade  schools  and  the  Mattoon  High  School, 
after  which  he  went  to  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois Preparatory  School  and  spent  two  years 
in  the  agricultural  classes  of  the  university 
itself.  When  he  left  school  Mr.  Poorman  went 
West  and  for  a  short  time  was  employed  at 
Portland,  Oregon.  Then  he  returned  to  Illi- 
nois, and  engaged  in  farming  and  stockrais- 
ing  on  the  home  place.  In  1911,  he  purchased 
a  grain  elevator  at  Humboldt,  and  this  he 
operated  successfully  for  the  next  eleven  years. 
In  1922  he  disposed  of  this  property  and  with 
his  family  went  to  Texas  to  investigate  some 
land  holdings  of  his  parents.  He  and  the 
family  remained  in  Houston  and  Galveston 
about  a  year,  after  which  they  returned  to 
Coles  County.  It  was  at  this  time  that  he 
organized  the  Mattoon  Grocery  Company,  Inc., 
serving  as  its  president  and  treasurer  until 
1934.  In  these  years  he  had  proved  his  pub- 
lic interest  in  many  ways,  and  he  had,  of 
course,  held  a  number  of  village  and  town- 
ship offices.  Since  the  days  when  his  grand- 
father broke  with  the  Whigs  in  1836  and  be- 
came a  Democrat,  the  family  has  belonged  to 
that  party.  The  Postmaster  has  himself  been 
a  leading  figure  in  the  organization  in  Coles 
County  for  years.  In  1934,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Congressman  D.  C.  Dobbins,  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Mattoon,  and 
has  since  held  that  office.  When  he  took  over, 
the  postal  savings  of  the  Mattoon  Post  Office 
totaled  about  $200,000.  In  the  years  since 
Mr.  Poorman  became  Postmaster  they  have 
risen  to  more  than  $1,500,000.  The  flow  of 
mail  and  parcel  post  has  increased  in  the 
same  proportions.  Mr.  Poorman  was  vice- 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hum- 
boldt, Illinois,  from  1940  to  1945. 

Postmaster  Poorman  married  Mary  Danner, 
youngest  daughter  of  J.  Danner  and  Mary 
(McNutt)  Danner  of  Humboldt,  in  1911.  Mrs. 
Poorman  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Central 
Community  Church  of  Mattoon  and  the  city's 
social  life.  There  are  three  children — Wil- 
liam Allison  Poorman,  born  in  1912,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Ellen  Shoaff  of  Shelbyville  and  is 
the  father  of  Peter  Gregory  Poorman;  Mar- 
gery  Louise,    born    in    1916,    now   Mrs.    Jack 
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Hirsch  and  the  mother  of  Frederic  Danner 
Hirsch;  and  Jean  Anne,  born  in  1924,  now 
Mrs.  Orwin  Proctor  Johnson,  who  is  the  moth- 
er of  Paul  Henry,  born  November  4,  19  49. 
Postmaster  Poorman  was  local  chairman 
of  the  Will  Rogers  Memorial  Fund  campaign, 
during  which  Mattoon  gave  more  than  geu- 
erously.  He  has  made  a  reputation  for  his- 
work  on  behalf  of  conservation.  He  believes 
in  work  for  soil,  woodland,  wild  game  and 
fish  propagation,  and  gives  much  leadership 
to  the  effort.  As  a  hobby  he  collects  Ameri- 
can Indian  relics.  As  citizen  and  public  of- 
ficial, Postmaster  Poorman  is  one  of  Coles 
County's  popular  men. 

CALVIN  EARL  WATSON 

The  "Man  of  the  Year"  at  Cairo  in  1946 
was  Calvin  Earl  Watson.  His  designation  was 
earned  by  his  activities  as  business  man,  civic 
leader  and  worker  on  behalf  of  Southern  Illi- 
nois and  the  Greater  Egyptian  territory.  Mr. 
Watson,  who  went  into  the  wholesale  meat 
business  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  following  his 
graduation  from  high  school,  early  in  his 
career  won  the  nickname  of  "The  Sausage 
Kid,"  and  today  one  of  his  businesses  is  the 
Sausage  Kid  Company,  operated  in  partner- 
ship with  his  wife.  Another  business  is  the 
Calvin  Watson  Company,  handling  air-condi- 
tioning appliances  and  service.  A  third  busi- 
ness, the  newest,  is  called  Calvin  Watson, 
Inc.  It  is  a  Dodge-Plymouth  dealership.  Out- 
side the  business  world  Mr.  Watson  devotes 
himself  to  movements  aimed  at  building  South- 
ern Illinois. 

He  was  born  at  Mound  City,  seat  of  Pulaski 
County,  on  June  9,  1916,  the  third  of  a  family 
of  five  children.  His  parents  are  Earl  and 
Oma  (Scheerer)  Watson.  His  father,  also 
born  in  Pulaski  County,  is  an  electrician  still 
living  at  Mound  City;  the  mother  is  a  native 
of  Mound  City.  Calvin  Earl  Watson  was  edu- 
cated in  Mound  City's  schools,  graduating 
from  high  school  in  1934.  Upon  graduation 
he  formed  a  partnership  which  operated  a 
wholesale  meat  business  known  as  the  S.  and 
W.  Provision  Company.  The  partners  began 
with  one  truck  purchased  for  $125  on  a 
ninety-day  note;  at  the  end  of  ninety  days 
they  paid  half  the  note  and  renewed  for  the 
other  half  for  another  ninety  days.  By  19  3  7, 
the  year  of  the  great  flood,  the  company  was 
operating  three  trucks,  but  the  flood  washed 
away  the  entire  business — and  Mr.  Watson 
moved  to  Cairo.  In  1938  he  established 
another  wholesale  meat  route,  operating  out 
of  Cairo.  This  was  and  is  the  business  named 


the  Sausage  Kid  Company.  Today  this  enter- 
prise serves  a  territory  with  a  radius  of  thirty 
miles  from  Cairo,  and  operates  three  trucks. 
It  has  a  warehouse  owned  by  Mr.  Watson  and 
his  wife.  As  he  continued  his  business  career, 
Mr.  Watson  took  on  the  Goodrich  tire  dis- 
tributorship at  Cairo,  to  which  he  added  the 
franchises  for  Norge  appliances  and  Carrier 
air-conditioning  equipment.  After  fifteen 
months  he  sold  the  tire  and  appliance  dealer- 
ship to  the  Goodrich  Rubber  Company,  but 
retained  the  air-conditioning  business.  This 
he  named  the  Calvin  Watson  Co.,  and  he 
operates  it  at  1315  Ohio  Street,  Cairo.  On 
April  29,  1949,  Mr.  Watson  bought  the  Dodge- 
Plymouth  franchise  and  became  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  company  which  now 
operates  it,  Calvin  Watson,  Inc. 

His  business  and  domestic  partner  is  the 
former  Evelyn  Baker,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Abraham  Baker  of  Golconda.  They 
were  married  on  May  14,  1939,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Scott  Watson,  who  was  born 
on  May  16,  1946.  Mr.  Baker,  member  of  an 
old  family  in  the  region,  is  a  large  landowner 
and   a  banker. 

Mr.  Watson's  hobby  is  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce work  and  its  concomitant,  civic  de- 
velopment, and  in  1949  he  was  completing 
his  fourth  year  as  president  of  the  Cairo  As- 
sociation of  Commerce.  The  chamber  had 
eighty-seven  members  when  Mr.  Watson  be- 
came president.  In  his  fourth  year  it  had  287 
members.  Before  he  became  active  in  the 
senior  chamber,  he  was  a  leader  in  the  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Cairo — and  it  was 
this  chamber  which  in  1946  named  him 
Cairo's  "Man  of  the  Year."  He  has  twice 
been  president  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Cairo, 
the  only  man  ever  to  succeed  himself  in  that 
office.  He  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing 
about  industrial  expansion  and  in  the  promo- 
tion of  an  airport  for  Cairo.  He  was  the  first 
to  serve  as  vice-president  of  the  Greater 
Egyptian  Association  and  is  a  former  director 
of  the  Egyptian  Country  Club  and  president 
of  the  Cairo  Riding  Club.  He  is  also  active  in 
Masonry,  including  the  Shrine  and  the  Scot- 
tish Rite,  and  in  Cairo  Lodges  of  the  Elks  and 
Moose.  He  is  a  Methodist.  He  is  one  of  South- 
ern Illinois'  most  energetic  and  inventive 
regional    and    civic   workers. 

LESTER  ELI  STARR 

The  Starr  brothers  are  known  throughout 
Downstate  Illinois  and  they  are  continuing  a 
family  reputation  and  contribution  begun  by 
their   father,    the   late   Harry   Eli   Starr.  The 
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brothers — there  are  six  of  them — are  in  the 
creamery,  ice  cream,  bottling  and  distribution 
of  Coca-Cola  and  the  distribution  of  beer. 
Also,  they  own  considerable  real  estate.  The 
head  of  their  various  corporations  is  Lester 
Eli  Starr,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Mount 
Vernon.  Mr.  Starr  is  an  outstanding  personal- 
ity in  the  community  affairs  of  that  city  and 
in  banking  and  in  the  various  fields  of  busi- 
ness in  which  he  and  his  five  brothers  are 
active. 

He  was  born  at  Bethalto,  Madison  County. 
in  1890.  His  father,  also  a  native  of  that 
county  was  in  the  creamery  business  too,  op- 
erating the  Orange  Creamery  at  Bethalto. 
This  concern  was  dissolved  in  1913.  Harry  Eli 
Starr  served  as  an  Alderman  at  Bethalto  and 
on  the  school  board.  The  Starr  family  came 
to  Illinois  from  Boston.  The  mother  was  Eliz- 
abeth (Prevost)  Starr,  a  native  of  Brighton, 
Macoupin  County.  Her  family,  all  farmers, 
came  to  America  from  France  in  1854,  set- 
tling at  Brighton.  Lester  Starr  grew  up  and 
received  his  early  education  at  Bethalto.  Also 
he  attended  the  Gem  City  Business  College  at 
Quincy.  In  1917  he  entered  the  creamery 
business  at  Carlinville,  in  association  with  his 
brothers,  F.  Wayne  Starr  and  V.  Earl  Starr. 
Later  the  same  year  they  established  a  plant 
in  Mount  Vernon.  In  the  first  three  years 
they  bought  raw  cream  from  the  farmers  and 
processed  it  into  butter  and  ice  cream.  In  the 
1920's  they  began  the  manufacture  of  ice  and 
the  bottling  and  distribution  of  Coca-Cola  at 
Mount  Vernon.  Earl,  Harry  and  James  Starr 
operated  the  Carlinville  plant,  while  Lester, 
Wayne  and  Lloyd  Starr  looked  after  the 
Mount  Vernon  interests.  The  Carlinville  plant 
has  branches  at  Springfield,  Jacksonville,  Ha- 
vana and  Lincoln,  producing  butter  and  ice 
cream  and  distributing  Falstaff  beer.  There 
are  three  separate  corporations  operating 
these  businesses — Mount  Vernon  Ice  Cream 
and  Bottling  Company,  Starr  Brothers  and 
Starr  Brothers  Investment  Company.  Of  all, 
Lester  E.  Starr  is  president.  Starr  Brothers 
operates  the  Creamery  business.  The  invest- 
ment company  is  a  holding  company  for  sev- 
eral important  downtown  and  industrial  prop- 
erties owned  by  the  brothers.  Lester  Starr 
himself  owns  considerable  farm  land.  There 
are  87  employees. 

Mr.    Starr    married    Halie    Stonemetz    of 
Fairfield.  By  a  previous  marriage  he  became 
the  father  of  one  son,  Carl  Starr,  who  is  as- 
sociated with  the  Starr  enterprises.  Carl  Starr 
married  Virginia  Meyer  of  Alton  and  is  the 


father  of  Carl  Lester  and  David  Michael  Starr. 
Lester  E.  Starr  has  been  active  in  many 
fields  of  interest.  For  fifteen  years,  through 
several  terms,  he  was  on  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Mount  Vernon  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. He  is  currently  serving  on  the  board 
of  the  Illinois  Ice  Association.  A  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Mount  Vernon,  he 
is  also  its  honorary  vice-president.  In  World 
War  II  Mr.  Starr  was  chairman  of  the  selec- 
tive Service  System  for  Jefferson  County.  He 
is  active  in  the  Rotary  Club  of  Mount  Vernon 
and  in  the  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  leadership 
in  the  business  world  and  on  the  civic  scene 
has  made  him  a  figure  of  importance  in  his 
native  state. 

HONORABLE  F.  W.  "BO"  WOOD 

"The  most  progressive  Mayor  in  the  history 
of  Sullivan."  This  is  one,  but  only  one,  of 
the  highly  laudatory  descriptions  of  the  Hon- 
orable F.  W.  "Bo"  Wood  of  the  Moultrie 
County  seat.  Elected  in  1943,  he  has  been  re- 
elected ever  since  to  the  mayoral  office  and, 
as  newspaper  editorials  and  other  reports 
have  shown,  has  kept  a  host  of  pledges  to 
improve  the  city.  When  Mayor  Wood,  who 
had  been  secretary  of  the  Sullivan  Chamber 
of  Commerce  for  eighteen  years,  first  ran  for 
the  office,  a  group  of  his  friends  organized 
to  support  him.  To  this  day  he  does  not 
know  their  identity.  In  a  public  statement  in 
1946  these  unidentified  friends  said,  "We,  as 
friends,  of  Bo  are  glad  we  supported  him. 
We  think  he  has  done  a  fine  job.  We  know 
that  as  Mayor  of  Sullivan  Bo  has  made  a 
substantial  business  sacrifice  as  most  any 
would  who  assume  that  job.  We  feel  he  has 
made  a  fine  record  as  Mayor  and  we  as  Bo's 
friends  offer  him  these  words  of  encourage- 
ment, a  sort  of  pat  on  the  back:  Good  work, 
Bo — Keep  it  up!"  This  may  be  the  only  oc- 
curence of  its  kind  in  American  history. 

Mayor  Wood  was  born  in  Sullivan  on  Sep- 
tember 14,  1902,  the  son  of  James  E.  and 
Maude  (Hampton)  Sullivan.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Sullivan  and  a  merchant,  is  a  de- 
scendant of  the  Francis  Cook  who  came  to  the 
New  World  on  the  Mayflower.  The  Mayor's 
mother  is  the  daughter  of  Albert  Hampton, 
of  English  descent,  and  was  also  born  in  Sul- 
livan. "Bo"  Wood  was  educated  in  Sullivan's 
elementary  and  high  schools,  and  for  ten 
years  after  completing  his  education  was  as- 
sistant cashier  of  the  Sullivan  Bank.  Also, 
he  has  been  in  the  general  insurance  and  loan 
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business.  He  is  a  manager  of  the  Central  Loan 
Company  of  Sullivan  and  president  of  the 
Citizens  Abstract  Company  of  Sullivan. 

On  December  15,  1928,  Mr.  Wood  married 
Phyllis  E.  Harshman,  native  of  Sullivan  and 
daughter  of  Paul  and  Nellie  Harshman.  Mrs. 
Wood  is  a  dental  nurse  as  well  as  a  house- 
wife. She  and  the  Mayor  have  four  children 
— Elaine  Wood  Hansen,  the  wife  of  Eugene 
Hansen  and  mother  of  Michael  Hansen;  Mari- 
lyn Wood;  Gordon  Wood,  and  Beverly  Wood. 
Their  home  is  at  313  West  Harrison  Street, 
Sullivan,  and  they  worship  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  Mayor  Wood  is  a  board 
member. 

Though  virtually  everyone  knows  him  well, 
few  in  Sullivan  know  that  their  Mayor's  full 
name  is  Forrest  Wiley  Wood.  He  obtained 
the  nickname  of  "Bo"  when  he  was  ten,  and 
it  has  "stuck  to  him."  From  1923  to  1941, 
he  was  secretary  of  the  Sullivan  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  from  1943  to  1950  served  on 
the  chamber's  board  of  directors.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Sullivan  and 
several  Masonic  bodies. 

Among  the  pledges  the  Mayor  has  made 
and  kept  since  he  asumed  office  in  1943  are: 
conservation  of  the  city  light  plant,  with 
larger  discounts  in  the  electric  light  rate; 
improvement  of  storm  sewers;  better  play- 
ground and  tennis  court  at  Wyman  Park, 
with  entertainment  at  the  park  in  the  sum- 
mer seasons;  cleaning  and  improvement  of 
alleys;  cleaner  streets;  "a  park  that  is  a 
park";  cooperation  with  all  civic  and  com- 
mercial clubs;  reinvigorated  efforts  to  obtain 
more  industries  for  Sullivan;  cooperation  be- 
tween the  City  Council  and  the  people;  no 
favoritism.  And  says  the  Moultrie  County 
News  of  Sullivan:  "'Bo'  has  undoubtedly 
been  the  most  progressive  mayor  in  the  his- 
tory of  Sullivan.  Also,  he  has  been  the  most 
hardworking  mayor  .  .  .  We  have  every  good 
reason  to  know  that  'Bo'  will  carry  on  in  the 
future  as  he  has  in  the  past."  What  more 
can  be  said  of  a  public  official? 

VICTOR  MELVIN  SCHEEF 

"Tender  Krust"  bread  is  a  staple  item  of 
diet  popular  throughout  a  large  area  of  Cen- 
tral. Illinois,  the  product  of  one  of  the  region's 
great  institutions,  the  Mattoon  Baking  Com- 
pany of  Mattoon.  The  proprietor  of  this 
organization  is  Victor  Melvin  Scheef,  who 
within  a  few  years  of  shifting  his  career  in- 
terest from  boilermaking  to  baking  was  well 
on  the  road  to  success  and  renown  in  the  in- 
dustry.   Mr.  Scheef  is  well  known  for  another 


of  his  activities:  it  was  he  who,  with  a  part- 
ner, started  an  oil  boom  in  and  around  Mat- 
toon. They  operate  the  Gordon  Oil  Company. 
With  another  partner,  Mr.  Scheef  operates 
the  Victor  Drilling  Company,  another  im- 
portant unit  in  the  oil  industry. 

Victor  Melvin  Scheef  was  born  in  Mattoon 
on  March  21,  P911,  the  son  of  Henry  Ray- 
mond and  Hilda  (Kull)  Scheef.  His  father,  a 
native  of  the  area  near  Stewardson,  in  Shelby 
County,  where  he  was  born  on  a  farm,  cele- 
brated his  thirty-seventh  year  in  194  9  as  a 
locomotive  carpenter  for  the  Big  Four  Rail- 
road. He  is  the  son  of  John  H.  and  Elizabeth 
Scheef.  Mrs.  Hilda  Scheef,  who  was  born  in 
Strasburg,  Shelby  County,  the  daughter  of 
Ferdinand  and  Carolyn  Kull,  died  in  February, 
1947. 

Mr.  Scheef  began  his  education  in  the 
Hawthorne  Grade  School,  Mattoon.  After 
graduating  from  that  school,  he  spent  a  year 
at  the  Mattoon  High  School  and  then  two 
years  at  Utterback's  Business  College.  Also, 
he  took  a  course  in  the  Seibel  Institute  of 
Baking  in  Chicago.  In  his  school  years  he 
participated  in  football,  basketball  and  track. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Scheef  became 
a  boilermaker's  apprentice  at  the  Big  Four 
shops.  But  two  years  later,  in  1929,  he  enter- 
ed the  employ  of  the  Mattoon  Baking  Com- 
pany, which  then  as  now  was  located  at  1418 
Broadway.  On  January  1,  1935,  he  purchased 
the  bakery  from  Fred  Messmer.  It  was  a 
wholesale  and  retail  plant  with  four  whole- 
sale routes.  In  1938,  Mr.  Scheef  extensively 
remodeled  and  enlarged  the  plant.  Today  it 
has  nine  wholesale  routes  and  one  retail 
store,  employing  an  aggregate  of  forty-one 
persons.  The  routes  serve  an  area  of  about 
forty  to  forty-five  miles  around  Mattoon. 
"Tender  Krust"  bread  is  one  of  the  more 
popular  bakery  products  distributed  by  Mr. 
Scheef. 

In  1945,  the  Gordon  Oil  Company,  of  which 
Mr.  Scheef  is  a  partner,  drilled  an  oil  well 
that  started  the  oil  boom  in  and  around  Mat- 
toon. At  present  the  company  is  operating 
thirty-one  wells.  In  1946  Mr.  Scheef  and 
Ralph  Carter  went  into  the  drilling  business. 
Their  company,  known  as  the  Victor  Drilling 
Company,  is  now  drilling  numerous  oil  wells. 
These  activities  have  made  Mr.  Scheef  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  Central  Illinois. 

On  July  17,  1930,  Mr.  Scheef  married 
Margaret  Anna  Messmer,  daughter  of  Fred 
and  Minnie  Messmer.  Mrs.  Scheef  is  treas- 
urer of  St.  Joseph's  School  Lunch  Program 
and  a  member  of  the  St.  Ann  Circle  of  Daugh- 
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ters  of  Isabelle,  the  Altar  Society  and  St. 
Joseph's  Mothers  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scheef 
reside  at  3345  Prairie  Avenue,  Mattoon.  Their 
children  are  Donald  Duane  Scheef,  born  on 
May  21,  1934,  and  Mary  Ann  Scheef,  born 
on  November  19,  193  8.  Mr.  Scheef  worships 
in  the  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Scheef's  community  activities  are  chan- 
neled through  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Mattoon, 
the  Mattoon  Association  of  Commerce  and  the 
Mattoon  Golf  and  Country  Club.  His  rec- 
reational interests  these  days  are  flying,  fish- 
ing, hunting  and  trap  and  skeet  shooting. 
He  is  one  of  the  modern  school  of  intrepid 
and  experimenting  developers  of  a  community 
and  region. 

HON.  BURLEY  S.  BURGETT 

Through  farming  and  public  office  the 
Honorable  Burley  S.  Burgett  has  served  his 
native  Douglas  County  for  years.  At  present 
County  Court  Clerk,  with  headquarters  at  the 
county  seat,  Tuscola,  Mr.  Burgett  is  a  former 
director  of  School  District  No.  54  and  a  for- 
mer member  of  the  non-high  school  board. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popu- 
lar figures  in  Douglas  County. 

Mr.  Burgett  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Brushy  Fork,  Sargent  Township,  Douglas 
County,  on  August  4,  1891.  His  parents  were 
Wilson  Sumner  and  Kate  M.  (Brown)  Bur- 
gett, and  his  paternal  grandparents  were  I. 
W.  and  Telitha  (Howard)  Burgett.  His  grand- 
father was  the  first  man  to  serve  Sargent 
Township  as  a  Supervisor.  Wilson  S.  Burgett, 
popularly  known  as  "Top,"  was  born  in  Sar- 
gent Township  on  December  23,  1863,  and  was 
a  prominent  farmer  there  and,  later  on,  in  the 
area  of  Camargo,  also  in  Douglas  County.  He 
moved  his  family  to  his  farm  southeast  of  Ca- 
margo in  1892,  and  there  remained  until  his 
death  on  February  22,  1937. 

Taken  to  Camargo  when  he  was  about  a 
year  old,  the  future  County  Clerk  grew  up  in 
that  area.  He  attended  the  elementary  and 
high  schools  there  and  later  took  a  commer- 
cial course  at  Valparaiso  University  in  nearby 
Indiana.  After  finishing  school  Burley  Bur- 
gett worked  his  father's  farm  near  Camargo. 
He  lived  on  the  farm  until  December,  1940. 
For  twenty  years  he  served  as  director  of 
School  District  No.  54  and  for  several  years 
as  a  member  of  the  non-high  school  board. 
In  November,  1938,  he  was  elected  County 
Clerk  of  Douglas  County.  In  1942,  he  was  re- 
elected and  in  1946  re-elected  again. 

Mr.  Burgett  married  Orpha  C.  Layton  of 
SidelL,     Vermilion      County,      a     daughter  of 


William  C.  and  Luella  (Sconce)  Layton  at 
Paxton  on  March  1,  1913.  Mrs.  Burgett,  ac- 
tive for  years  in  church  and  club  work, 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Vermilion  and 
Douglas  Counties  for  several  years.  She  was 
teaching  in  the  Murdock  School  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burgett — Lois  Louise,  now  Mrs. 
Wilbur  C.  Warnes  and  mother  of  John  W.  and 
Jerry  W.  Warnes;  William  S\  Burgett,  who 
married  Rozella  Wylie  and  is  the  father  of 
Sandra  Kay,  Judith  Ann  and  Donald  Dean 
Burgett;  Gladys  Mae,  now  Mrs.  Otto  L.  Bar- 
thell  and  mother  of  Lesley  Ann  Barthell;  and 
Helen  Joanne  Burgett,  who  lives  with  her 
parents.  The  family  moved  from  the  Camargo 
farm  to  106  West  Ensey  Street,  Tuscola,  in 
1940,  and  worships  in  the  South  Side  Chris- 
tian Church  of  Tuscola. 

Mr.  Burgett  is  a  member  of  the  church 
board.  He  is  also  active  in  Camargo  Lodge, 
No.  440,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
which  he  served  as  master  several  years.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  Party.  In  mak- 
ing a  substantial  contribution  to  the  develop- 
ment of  Douglas  County,  County  Clerk  Bur- 
ley S.  Burgett  has  won  the  respect  and  af- 
fection of  its  18,000  citizens. 

HON.  HARRY  EARL  HOAG 

Always  willing  to  undertake  an  adventure, 
Harry  Earl  Hoag  of  Momence,  Kankakee 
County,  started  early  in  life.  That  was  when 
he  started  riding  a  horse  from  his  home  farm 
to  school.  Later  he  essayed  an  inland-water- 
ways trip  to  New  Orleans  (getting  as  far  as 
St.  Louis)  and  finally  he  pioneered  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  as  an  exhibitor.  He  has 
not  given  up  adventuring  yet.  In  the  depres- 
sion he  bought  land,  built  a  new  theater  in 
Watseka — and  went  broke.  In  1947  he  finally 
made  a  long  inland-waterways  trip,  this  time 
to  Miami.  Today,  one  of  the  oldest  independent 
theater  owners  in  Illinois,  he  is  the  operator 
of  the  modern  and  attractive  Momence  Thea- 
ter. He  is  one  of  the  better  known  figures  in 
show  business  in  the  state.  He  has  served  his 
city  in  many  ways,  among  them  as  an  Alder- 
man. 

Mr.  Hoag  was  born  in  Momence  on  Decem- 
ber 22,  1888,  the  son  of  Arthur  C.  and  Aug- 
usta (Storrs)  Hoag,  both  also  natives  of  Illi- 
nois. The  father  operated  the  country  store 
and  post  office  at  Exline,  Kankakee  County. 
Up  to  the  eighth  grade  Harry  E.  Hoag  found 
going  to  school  at  Exline  fairly  easy.  But 
then  he  entered  the  Momence  School,  six  miles 
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away.  He  had  to  go  on  horseback  or  walk  or 
otherwise  cover  the  distance.  In  1907  he  was 
graduated.  It  was  in  the  last  year  of  school 
that  he  and  a  friend  conceived  the  idea  of 
going  down  to  the  Mississippi  and  to  New  Or- 
leans by  rowboat.  At  St.  Louis,  they  dis- 
covered themselves  both  penniless  and  home- 
sick and,  in  consequence,  hurriedly  hitch-hiked 
home.  They  arrived  after  an  absence  of  three 
months — and  were  several  weeks  late  in  enter- 
ing their  senior  year.  Upon  his  graduation  Mr. 
Hoag  joined  his  father  in  the  store,  and  also 
worked  in  a  grain  elevator.  Three  years  later, 
on  learning  that  a  small  motion  picture  thea- 
ter was  for  sale  in  Momence,  Harry  Hoag 
borrowed  enough  money  to  buy  it.  This  was 
in  1911  and  the  house  was  known  as  The 
Theatorium.  It  seated  225  persons  and  admis- 
sions were  five  and  ten  cents.  The  seats  were 
not  fastened  to  the  floor  and  two  nights  a 
week,  after  the  show,  they  were  pushed  back 
to  the  walls  and  a  dance  was  held.  The  pic- 
tures were,  of  course,  silent  and  there  was 
the  old-fashioned  piano  player.  The  show  lasted 
about  thirty  minutes.  Mr.  Hoag  operated  the 
Theatorium  for  four  years  and  then  rented  a 
store  building  in  which  he  put  in  a  raised 
floor  for  "sight  lines"  and  opened  as  the 
Bijou  Theater.  In  1918  he  also  entered  the 
garage  business,  with  a  local  mechanic  as  his 
staff.  In  1925  he  sold  out  the  garage.  In  the 
meantime,  as  he  operated  his  theater,  he  had 
bought  several  lots  and  in  1924  built  and 
opened  the  Momence  Theater.  This  seats  400 
persons  and  has  been  since  modernized  both 
as  to  style  and  equipment.  It  was  in  1929  that 
Mr.  Hoag  established  the  Watseka  Theater. 
But  in  1932  the  depression  forced  him  to 
close  out.  Shortly  afterward  a  large  theater 
chain  bought  it.  In  1947  Mr.  Hoag,  still  adven- 
turing, bought  a  26-foot  Chris  Craft  cabin 
cruiser  and  with  his  wife  made  a  four  months' 
trip  to  Miami  by  the  river  route. 

Mrs.  Hoag  is  the  former  Jane  Pittman,  born 
in  June  1889,  in  Momence.  They  were  married 
in  that  city  in  1912.  They  worship  in  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Hoag  has  served  on  the  Momence  Board 
of  Aldermen  since  1935.  He  is  active  in  the 
Momence  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Momence  Lodge,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  the  Bloomington  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar.  He  participates  in  all  wel- 
fare fund-raising  campaigns  and  in  other  ma- 
jor civic  projects,  and  is  a  highly  esteemed 
citizen   of    Kankakee   County. 


ZOLLIE  P.  O'HAIR 

The  O'Hairs  have  lived  in  downstate  Illi- 
nois since  1837  and  in  the  more  than  hundred 
years  that  have  passed  since  their  first  settle- 
ment there  have  made  their  name  interna- 
tionally famous  in  the  agricultural  world. 
The  current  head  of  the  family  is  Zollie  P. 
O'Hair  and  he  is  also  head  of  the  business 
known  throughout  North  and  Central  Ameri- 
ca and  in  other  portions  of  the  globe  as  the 
Grand  Prairie  Seed  Farm.  This  is  located  one 
mile  north  of  Bushton  in  Coles  County.  The 
farm  specializes  in  broomcorn  seed.  Mr. 
O'Hair  is  as  well  known  in  his  civic  and  fra- 
ternal affiliations  as  he  is  in  agriculture. 

He  was  born  on  the  farm  which  is  still  his 
home  on  May  24,  1983.  His  father,  the  late 
Harvey  Z.  O'Hair,  was  born  in  Paris,  Illinois, 
on  March  18,  1864.  He  was  taken  by  his  par- 
ents to  Hickory  Township,  Coles  County,  when 
he  was  a  year  old.  His  parents  were  Michael 
E.  O'Hair,  a  native  of  Morgan  County,  Ken- 
tucky, who  with  his  family  moved  to  Illinois 
at  the  age  of  seven,  and  Rebekah  C.  (Zink) 
O'Hair.  Michael  O'Hair  was  twenty-one  when 
the  California  gold  boom  lured  him  away 
from  Illinois.  He  made  a  fortune  in  the  gold 
fields  and  then  took  a  long  trip  by  foot, 
rail  and  steamboat  from  California  through 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  to  Cuba,  New  Or- 
leans, St.  Louis  and  back  to  Paris,  his  home. 
He  became  sheriff  of  Edgar  County  and  one 
of  the  outstanding  figures  in  downstate  Illi- 
nois in  his  day.  It  was  he  who,  in  1861,  took 
the  family  to  Seven  Hickory  Township  in 
Coles  County.  He  bought  800  acres  of  land 
there  and  before  moving  from  Paris  to  the 
farm  in  1865  he  constructed  the  necessary 
dwelling  and  other  buildings.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  to  introduce  broom  corn  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  He  spent  the  major  portion  of 
his  life  on  this  farm,  and  died  there  in  1914, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  Rebekah  Zink 
O'Hair's  family  came  from  Pennsylvania.  On 
the  paternal  side  Zollie  O'Hair  is  descended 
from  John  O'Hair  who  immigrated  from  Ire- 
land to  Virginia  in  1775  and  fought  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Afterward,  he  moved  to 
Hazel  Green,  Kentucky.  His  son,  John  O'Hair, 
Jr.,  who  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Zollie 
O'Hair,  moved  from  Kentucky  to  Edgar  Coun- 
ty, Illinois,  in  1837.  The  mother  of  Zollie  P. 
O'Hair  is  Ida  M.  (Craig)  O'Hair,  who  was 
born  at  Bushton  on  January  14,  1868,  and 
still  makes  her  home  there.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Lafayette  and  Margaret  (Woodfall) 
Craig.     Her  father,   born  at  Newton,   Illinois, 
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was  a  farmer  and  stockman  who  specialized 
in  raising  purebred  horses.  His  farm  was  lo- 
cated one  and  three-quarters  miles  southeast 
of  Bushton.  Mrs.  O'Hair  was  educated  in  a 
Coles  County  grade  school  and  on  November 
21,  1889,  was  married  to  Harvey  Z.  O'Hair  in 
the  home  of  her  parents  near  Bushton.  She 
has  always  been  active  in  the  Bushton  Chris- 
tian Church  and  in  her  younger  days  was  also 
active  in  club  work.  She  and  Harvey  O'Hair 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom 
four  survive,  Zollie  being  the  second  born 
and  the  oldest  of  the  living  children. 

Harvey  Z.  O'Hair  was  educated  in  Coles 
County's  common  schools  and  at  Lee's  Acad- 
emy, Loxa,  Illinois,  graduating  in  1886  with 
the  highest  honors  possible.  The  year  of  his 
marriage,  1889,  he  started  farming  one  mile 
north  of  Bushton,  and  he  operated  from  200  to 
700  acres  in  Coles  County,  specializing  in 
broom  corn.  He  became  one  of  the  largest 
broom  corn  growers  in  the  nation  and  during 
harvest  employed  as  many  as  100  men.  For 
two  years  he  operated  1,000  acres  near  Kit 
Carson,  Colorado,  and  for  one  year  he  was 
superintendent  of  the  broom  corn  department 
of  the  Charles  P.  Taft  Ranch  of  125,000  acres 
in  Texas.  In  1907  Harvey  O'Hair  took  a 
course  in  the  Jones  National  School  of  Auc- 
tioneering at  Chicago  and  for  many  years  was 
a  successful  auctioneer.  As  a  sideline  he  had 
the  agency  for  Reo  automobiles  and  trucks 
from  1912  to  1924.  Also,  he  sold  threshing 
machines,  steam  engines,  tractors  and  silos. 
One  of  the  first  advocates  of  good  roads,  he 
gave  untiring  efforts  to  this  cause.  In  1904  he 
was  a  supervisor  of  Seven  Hickory  Township 
and  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Coles  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Review.  During  this  time  he  car- 
ried on  his  farming  operations  and  in  1909 
established  what  was  to  become  known  inter- 
nationally as  Grand  Prairie  Seed  Farm.  In 
this  year  he  published  his  first  annual  seed 
corn  and  broom  corn  seed  catalog,  and  every 
year  since  one  has  been  issued.  The  business 
was  carried  on  locally  and  by  mail  order.  At 
present  it  extends  into  the  various  sections  of 
the  broom  corn  districts  of  the  United  States, 
Canada,  Mexico,  Central  America  and  other 
foreign  countries,  largely  through  the  leader- 
ship of  Zollie  O'Hair.  Harvey  O'Hair  was  at  one 
time  a  school  teacher.  He  served  in  the  Illi- 
nois State  Legislature — three  terms  as  a  Rep- 
resentative. He  served  on  agricultural  and 
educational  committees,  and  sponsored  sev- 
eral urgent  bills.  He  was  affiliated  with  the 
Elks,  Red  Men,  Woodmen  and  held  the  thirty- 


second  degree  in  Masonry.  On  August  31, 
1939,  he  died  at  Oakwood  Hospital,  Charles- 
ton, and  burial  followed  at  Union  (Greasy 
Point)  Cemetery,  near  Bushton.  The  entire 
state  has  long  agreed  that  he  was  one  of  its 
great  men. 

Zollie  P  O'Hair,  his  son,  oldest  surviving 
child  and  head  of  the  business  he  founded, 
first  attended  the  O'Hair  school  two  miles 
from  his  birthplace.  Later  he  went  to  the 
Bushton  grade  and  high  school.  In  1911,  he 
graduated  from  the  Givler  Commercial  Col- 
lege at  Charleston,  the  county  seat.  He  then 
went  into  business  with  his  father,  assisting 
in  the  operation  of  both  the  retail  and  whole- 
sale phases  of  Grand  Prairie  Seed  Farm,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  been  associated  with 
this  business.  In  1918  Mr.  O'Hair  was  in- 
ducted into  the  United  States  Army  and 
served  eight  months.  In  1933,  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Illinois  State  Highway  Depart- 
ment, with  which  he  was  associated  for  eight 
years.  In  1941  he  returned  to  Grand  Prairie 
Seed  Farm. 

On  August  5,  1932,  Mr.  O'Hair  married 
Dorothy  J.  Chapman,  the  daughter  of  Frank 
M.  and  Sarah  Chapman.  The  marriage  took 
place  at  Chicago.  Mrs.  O'Hair  belongs  to  va- 
rious women's  clubs  and  is  active  in  lodge, 
club  and  school  social  events.  She  and  Mr. 
O'Hair  are  the  parents  of  Harvey  Z.  O'Hair, 
II  who  was  born  at  Charleston  on  December 
25,  1934,  and  is  now  (1950)  a  sophomore  at 
Charleston  High  School. 

Zollie  O'Hair,  who  became  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Blue  Lodge  at  Hindsboro,  Illinois, 
in  1917,  has  since  taken  the  thirty-second 
degree  in  Masonry  at  the  Bloomington  Con- 
sistory, Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
Like  all  his  American  ancestors,  he  is  active 
in  civic  and  public  affairs  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  Party.  Traveling  and  making 
electronic  tape  recordings  are  his  favorite 
forms  of  relaxation.  Along  with  his  mother, 
his  late  father  and  all  members  of  the  family 
on  both  sides,  Zollie  P.  O'Hair  is  contribu- 
ting to  the  growth  and  development  of  a 
large  portion  of  downstate  Illinois. 

BYRON  BENOIT  BURNS 

A  pioneer  in  the  used  automobile  business, 
Byron  Benoit  Burns — better  known  all  his 
life  as  "B.  B.  Burns" — has  had  a  national  rep- 
utation since  at  least  1920,  if  not  earlier.  De- 
catur and  Central  Illinois  have  been  his  home 
and  business  headquarters  all  his  life.  Mr. 
Burns  has  so  devoted  himself  to  his  city, 
state  and  industry  as  to  have  won  numerous 
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honors.  He  has  headed  various  organizations, 
trade,  civic  and  recreational,  and  is  known  for 
the  extraordinary  contribution  he  made  to  the 
war  effort  in  World  War  II. 

He  was  born  in  Windsor,  Shelby  County, 
on  June  10,  1886,  the  son  of  John  Hurlbert 
Burns,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  Dora  An- 
geline  (Walker)  Burns,  and  was  educated  in 
the  county's  rural  schools.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  a  two-year  teaching  career 
in  the  rural  schools,  but  left  this  field  to 
study  at  the  Carey  M.  Jones  School  of  Auc- 
tioneering in  Chicago.  In  1907  Mr.  Burns 
purchased  a  livery,  feed  and  sales  stable  in 
Windsor  and  conducted  this  in  connection 
with  the  auctioneering.  In  1908  he  sold  the 
stable  and  opened  a  real  estate  and  insurance 
office  in  connection  with  auctioneering.  In 
1909  he  became  a  representative  of  the  North- 
western Ohio  Land  Company,  transporting 
prospects  via  automobile  from  Central  Illi- 
nois to  Northewstern  Ohio  in  company-owned 
cars,  and  in  1910  purchased  his  own  first 
automobile,  a  1910  Reo  five-passenger.  A 
year  later  Mr.  Burns  moved  to  Tuscola,  still 
as  representative  of  the  Ohio  realty  firm,  but 
continued  his  auctioneering  activities.  In  1912 
Mr.  Burns  established  himself  in  Decatur.  He 
still  represented  the  Ohio  firm,  but  with  in- 
creased territory  assignments,  and  he  still 
continued  auctioneering.  In  1913  he  arranged 
to  open  up  a  used  car  salesroom,  on  a  part- 
nership basis,  but  remained  in  the  real  estate 
and  auctioneering  businesses.  Two  years  later 
Mr.  Burns  discontinued  auctioneering  and 
real  estate  and  began  devoting  his  entire  time 
to  the  used  car  business.  At  that  time  he  be- 
came owner  of  the  Decatur  Automobile  Ex- 
change. 

Within  a  few  years  he  was  a  national  figure 
in  the  industry,  and  was  besieged  for  advice 
on  the  operation  of  a  used  car  business.  His 
answer,  an  article  in  the  Illinois  Automotive 
Trade  Magazine  for  November,  1920,  called 
"The  Used  Car  Business,"  began  a  period  of 
writing  and  lecturing  on  the  subject  that  has 
continued  to  this  day.  As  late  as  December, 
1945,  Automotive  News  said  of  him,  "He  es- 
tablished a  lot  of  the  practices  in  the  used 
car  business  that  still  continue."  As  early  as 
1922,  he  was  given  a  full  page  in  "Motor 
Age,"  another  indication  of  his  leadership. 
However,  in  1922,  he  went  out  of  the  used 
car  business.  This  followed  a  year  of  man- 
aging Comet  Automobile  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, as  the  representative  of  banks  and 
creditors.  Late     in  1922  he  became  manager 


of  the  Decatur  Pump  Company  and  from 
1924  to  1927  he  was  the  head  of  the  Burns 
Realty  Company.  In  1928  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  and  assumed  management  of  a 
Ford  dealership  in  Decatur.  This  business  be- 
came known  as  B.  B.  Burns,  Inc.,  in  1934 — 
a  Dodge-Plymouth  agency.  And  it  is  this  busi- 
ness, with  tremendous  plant,  service  depart- 
ment, sales  and  display  rooms  at  402-432 
Prairie  Avenue,  Decatur,  that  he  operates 
today.  Long  distance  trips  became  so  neces- 
sary to  his  expanding  business  that  in  1936 
Mr.  Burns,  a  flying  enthusiast  who  has  pro- 
moted airport  development  in  Central  Illinois 
and  brought  Decatur's  airport  into  existence, 
purchased  a  plane  of  his  own — a  Curtiss  Rob- 
bin  three-place  monoplane.  Other  business  or- 
ganizations in  which  he  has  been  interested 
are  the  Peoples  Savings  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion of  Decatur  and  the  First  Farm  Mortgage 
and  Bond  Company  of  Decatur,  of  both  of 
which  he  was  a  director. 

On  November  19,  1907,  at  Windsor,  Mr. 
Burns  married  Annie  Laurie  Matzen,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  G.  and  Mary  Matzen.  Five  child- 
ren have  been  born  to  them — Helen  Elizabeth, 
who  was  married  to  Clifford  Davidson  (now 
separated)  ;  Robert  Matzen  Burns;  John  Har- 
old Burns,  who  married  Frances  Sanders  and 
is  the  father  of  Barbara  Lynn  Burns;  Francis 
William  Burns,  who  married  Dorothy  Allen, 
and  Byron  Benoit  Burns,  Jr.  The  family  home 
is  at  175  Cobb  Avenue,  Decatur,  and  the  en- 
tire family  worships  in  Westminster  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  Mr.  Burns  is  a  for- 
mer trustee.  The  family  shares  Mr.  Burns' 
enthusiasm  for  horses,  participating  in  his 
hobby  of  breeding,  raising,  training  and  show- 
ing gaited  saddle  horses. 

Mr.  Burns'  leadership  has  taken  two  forms 
— industrial  and  civic,  and  these,  of  course, 
have  in  many  instances  been  combined.  As 
early  as  1918,  he  was  made  president  of  the 
newly-formed  Decatur  Automotive  Associa- 
tion. Later  he  served  as  banquet  chairman, 
director  and  vice-president  of  the  Central  Il- 
linois Automotive  Association.  In  1922  and 
and  again  in  1941  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  Illinois  Automotive  Trade  Association,  of 
which  he  became  a  charter  member  and  di- 
rector in  1920.  In  1945,  he  was  made  a  direc- 
tor of  the  National  Automobile  Dealers  As- 
sociation. In  1943,  he  was  appointed  Illinois 
representative  on  the  Motor  Vehicle  Dealers 
Advisory  Committee  of  the  War  Production 
Board.  He  has  also  been  president  of  the  De- 
catur   Motor    Club.    In    civic    activities,    Mr. 
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Burns  has  chaired  the  Macon  County  United 
War  Fund,  the  first  U.  S.  O.  fund-raising 
drive,  aided  in  automobile  price-ceiling  work, 
led  in  the  county  scrap  drives,  served  on  the 
Illinois  State  Council  of  Defense,  sponsored 
agricultural  development  in  the  county,  re- 
creational projects  and  highway  programs. 

He  has  been  chairman  of  various  major  com- 
mittees of  the  Decatur  Association  of  Com- 
merce, including  those  on  airports  and  roads, 
and  served  two  terms  as  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation, 1945-1947.  He  is  also  a  former  presi- 
dent of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Decatur  and  of 
the  Sunnyside  Golf  Club.  Even  in  his  hobby  Mr. 
Burns  has  been  a  leader,  for  he  is  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Midwest  Horse  Show  Association 
and  the  Decatur  Trail  Riders  Association.  An 
entire  industry,  not  to  mention  the  state  and  na- 
tion, owe  B.  B.  Burns  a  great  debt  of  grati- 
tude for  the  service  he  has  rendered  them. 

BENJAMIN  WEIR 

To  journalists  and  to  Methodists  through- 
out the  State  of  Illinois  the  name  of  Benja- 
min Weir  of  Charleston,  seat  of  Coles  County, 
has  long  spelled  leadership  and  sincere  ac- 
tive work  on  behalf  of  the  general  public. 
As  publisher  and  owner  of  the  Charleston 
Daily  Courier,  Mr.  Weir  has  made  a  reputa- 
tion for  fairness  in  the  handling  of  news  and 
for  encouraging  and  stimulating  progressive 
activity  throughout  a  large  circulating  terri- 
tory. As  one  of  the  men  active  in  the  Gen- 
eral Conferences  and  in  the  educational  and 
institutional  work  of  his  church,  he  is  known 
for  his  endeavors  on  behalf  of  the  spiritual 
life  and  on  behalf  of  strengthening  the  church 
organization.  He  holds  a  high  place  in  other 
facets   of   daily   life. 

Benjamin  Weir  was  born  on  September  18, 
1880,  in  that  part  of  Hamilton  County,  Ten- 
nessee, which  is  today  Chattanooga.  His  par- 
ents were  John  H.  and  Ellen  (Hatfield)  Weir, 
both  natives  of  Ohio  who  moved  to  Tennes- 
see just  before  the  birth  of  their  son.  Mrs. 
Weir,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Matilda 
(Nutt)  Hatfield,  had  taught  school  at  War- 
ren County,  Ohio.  John  H.  Weir  was  the  son 
of  Phillip  and  Sarah  (Roberts)  Weir. 

Benjamin  Weir  began  his  education  in  Ten- 
nessee and  completed  it  in  Illinois.  Even  in 
his  school  days  Mr.  Weir  was  a  newspaper- 
man, though  he  started  as  a  printer.  He 
worked  in  his  spare  time  on  a  weekly  paper. 
Later,  he  was  with  a  daily  paper  in  Olney, 
Illinois.  When  the  Spanish-American  War 
broke  out,   Mr.   Weir  served  with  the  Fourth 


Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  in  Florida  and  Cu- 
ba for  fourteen  months.  He  was  acting  Quar- 
termaster Sergeant  of  his  brigade  when  his 
division  went  to  Cuba,  and  later  served  as 
acting  Commissary  Sergeant  of  the  same  unit. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Weir  worked  as  clerk 
with  the  Southern  Express  Company  in  Chat- 
tanooga. From  this  position  he  went  to  the 
Chattanooga  Medicine  Company,  with  which 
he  was  first  a  stenographer,  then  a  private 
secretary  and  then  manager  of  the  St.  Louis 
branch  office  and  finally  assistant  secretary 
at  the  Chattanooga  home  office.  In  April, 
1919,  Mr.  Weir  purchased  the  Charleston 
Daily  Courier  and  he  has  since  been  its  pub- 
lisher. Needless  to  say,  the  paper  has  expe- 
rienced steady  growth  in  circulation,  prestige 
and  influence  under  his  guidance. 

On  October  16,  1906,  at  Newton,  Illinois,  Mr. 
Weir  married  Lotta  Johnson,  daughter  of  Hale 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Loofbourrow)  Johnson. 
Mrs.  Weir  has  been  active  in  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  and  various  women's 
clubs.  There  are  two  daughters — Frances 
Hale,  the  wife  of  James  C.  Shuford,  Jr.,  of 
Evanston,  and  mother  of  James  C.  Shuford, 
III,  Mary  Ellen,  Robert  Weir  and  John  Alex- 
ander Shuford;  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Dr.  Kane  Zelle  of  Springfield,  and  mother  of 
Charles  Kane  and  Ann  Elizabeth  Zelle.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Weir  reside  at  855  Sixth 
Street,  in  Charleston. 

Outside  of  journalism  Mr.  Weir  has  been 
charge  lay  leader  and  secretary  of  the  offi- 
cial board  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Charles- 
ton. He  has  been  a  delegate  to  four  General 
Conferences  and  is  secretary  of  the  Division 
of  Institutions,  Conference  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, as  well  as  a  trustee  of  Illinois  Wesleyan 
University  at  Bloomington.  He  is  a  charter 
member  and  past  president  of  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Charleston;  a  member  of  the  Central 
Illinois  professional  chapter  of  Sigma  Delta 
Chi,  the  newspaper  fraternity,  of  the  Charles- 
ton Country  Club  and  the  Masonic  order  in 
which  he  holds  the  thirty-second  degree.  He 
is  also  former  president  of  the  Charleston 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  now  serves  on  the 
board  of  the  Coles  County  Fair  Association. 
Golf  and  bowling  are  his  recreations.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Democrat. 

Described  as  five  feet  nine  and  one-half 
inches  tall,  weighing  180  pounds,  with  light 
brown  hair  and  hazel  eyes,  Benjamin  Weir  is 
a  familiar  figures  not  only  to  the  everyday 
citizen  but  to  hundreds  with  whom  he  has 
shared  responsibilities  on  various  civic  levels. 
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HENRY  PARTLOW 

The  year  1950  marked  the  215th  anni- 
versary of  the  arrival  in  America  of  the  first 
Partlow  from  his  native  Wales.  In  the  more 
than  two  centuries  that  have  passed,  the  Part- 
low  family  has  made  its  mark  in  many  parts 
of  the  New  World — in  Virginia,  in  Indiana 
and  especially  in  Illinois.  Henry  Partlow,  di- 
rect descendant  of  the  American  progenitor, 
is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  downstate 
Illinois  and  an  influential  citizen  of  Clark 
County.  Renowned  for  his  contributions  to 
agriculture  and  banking,  and  general  develop- 
ment, he  is  also  well  known  for  the  British 
sport  he  and  his  family  have  perpetuated  in 
that  section   of  the  State — foxhunting. 

Mr.  Partlow  was  born  on  February  29, 
1880,  in  Johnson  Township,  Clark  County. 
His  father  was  Marion  McDonald  Partlow, 
born  in  1844,  died  in  1922,  a  farmer  who 
lived  in  Johnson  Township  most  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  lifelong  democrat  and  served  in 
various  elective  township  offices.  In  19  07 
oil  was  discovered  on  his  farm  and  two  oil 
formations  were  named  after  him — the  upper 
Partlow  and  the  lower  Partlow  sands.  Marion 
McDonald  Partlow  was  the  son  of  John  H. 
Partlow,  who  in  turn  was  a  son  of  Jacob 
Partlow.  From  Jacob  Partlow  the  descent 
runs  back  through  his  father,  Benjamin,  to 
John  Partlow,  II,  and  finally  to  the  progeni- 
tor, John  Partlow. 

The  first  John  Partlow  came  to  America 
from  Wales  in  1735  and  settled  in  Spotsyl- 
vania County,  Virginia,  naming  a  village  in 
that  county  which  still  bears  the  name  of 
Partlow.  On  a  return  trip  to  Wales  to  receive 
a  legacy,  he  was  drowned  in  a  shipwreck. 
Three  sons,  John  Partlow,  II,  Samuel  and 
David  Partlow,  survived  him.  John  Partlow, 
II,  continued  to  live  in  Virginia,  owning  land 
in  Culpeper  County  as  well  as  in  Spotsyl- 
vania County.  Benjamin  Partlow,  his  son, 
inherited  his  land  in  Culpeper  County  and 
moved  there.  In  the  Revolutionary  War,  Ben- 
jamin served  in  the  Virginia  Militia.  Benja- 
min's son,  Jacob,  left  Virginia  in  1836  in 
company  with  John  H.  Partlow  and  headed 
west,  settling  near  Laurel,  Franklin  County, 
Indiana.  John  H.  Partlow  was  a  son  of  Jacob. 
In  1839,  John  H.  Partlow  parted  company 
with  the  family,  then  living  in  Laurel,  and 
went  west  in  an  ox-drawn  covered  wagon. 
In  the  course  of  his  travels,  he  stopped  to 
rest  the  oxen  about  six  miles  south  of  what 
is  now  Casey,  Clark  County.  While  hunting 
deer  to  replenish  the  larder,  he  came  upon 
a  site  about  three  miles  southeast  of  his  camp- 


ing place  that  seemed  ideal  for  his  needs  and 
entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Johnson  Town- 
ship on  the  north  fork  of  the  Embarass  River, 
building  a  waterpowered  grist-mill  and  saw- 
mill and  later  acquiring  eighty  additional 
acres.  He  was  a  good  chairmaker  and  sold 
chairs  over  a  wide  area.  Many  of  his  chairs 
are  in  use  today.  He  was  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  of  the  Church  of  God  and  introduced 
that  faith  to  the  Casey  area  of  Illinois.  The 
original  land  entered  by  him,  including  the 
mill  site,  is  still  retained  in  the  Partlow 
family. 

Henry  Partlow,  grandson  of  John  H.  Part- 
low,  was  educated  in  grade  school.  In  his 
younger  days  he  operated  a  sawmill  and 
worked  in  the  oil  fields  in  the  boom  of  1905- 
1910.  He  moved  to  a  farm  in  Casey  Township 
in  1911  and  still  resides  there.  He  is  a  grain 
and  livestock  farmer  owning  and  overseeing 
about  nine  hundred  acres  of  farmland.  In 
1918  he  was  elected  to  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Casey  Bank,  where  he  still  serves.  He 
is  a  former  director  of  the  Wabash  Valley  Fox 
Hunters'  Association.  He  worships  in  the 
Restitution   Church   of   God. 

Mr.  Partlow  married  Bertha  Hills,  daughter 
of  J.  M.  and  Viola  (Johnson)  Hills,  at  Newton 
on  July  20,  1915,  They  have  one  son,  Marion 
Partlow,  who  married  Jane  ALkire  of  Casey, 
and  is  the  father  of  Marion  Partlow,  Jr.,  and 
Carole  Anne  Partlow.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Partlow  are  both  well  known  in  Clark  County. 
Mrs.  Partlow  is  active  in  the  Business  and 
Professional  Women's  Club,  the  Women  of 
the  Moose,  Rebekah  Lodge  and  the  Restitu- 
tion Church  of  God.  In  maintenance  of  the 
Partlow  tradition,  Mr.  Partlow  takes  ad- 
vantage of  every  opportunity  for  public  serv- 
ice and  for  promoting  the  general  welfare  of 
the  region. 

HON.  JOHN  EDWARD  DRISCOLL 

Primarily  a  farmer,  the  Honorable  John 
Edward  Driscoll  of  R.  F.  D.  2,  Charleston,  is 
also  well  known  for  his  activities  in  the  auto- 
mobile business,  in  the  operation  of  a  broom- 
corn  seed  company  and  the  famed  Driscoll 
Elevator  at  Rardin,  not  to  mention  his  public 
services.  He  is  former  Supervisor  of  the 
Town  of  Seven  Hickory  and  former  chairman 
of    the    Coles    County    Board    of    Supervisors. 

Mr.  Driscoll  was  born  in  that  section  of 
Charleston  best  described  as  R.  F.  D.  2.  This 
was  on  his  father's  farm.  The  elder  Mr.  Dris- 
coll— also  named  John — was  a  farmer  and 
cattle  feeder  born  in  18  62  at  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky.   The  mother  was  the  former  Elizabeth 
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McTaggart.  After  receiving  his  rural  country 
school  education,  Mr.  Driscoll  in  the  Spring 
of  192  5  started  farming  on  his  father's  one 
hundred  acre  west  farm,  which  he  rented. 
The  father  died  in  1927,  and  the  son  rented 
the  home  farm  from  his  mother,  making  a 
total  of  three  hundred  acres — all  his  mother's 
farms — which  he  tilled. 

On  August  6,  1928,  John  Edward  Driscoll 
married  Ethel  Wasson,  the  daughter  of  Mon- 
roe and  Sudie  Wasson  of  Charleston.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  at  Areola.  To  this  mar- 
riage were  horn  Pamela  Jane  and  Kathleen 
Driscoll.  Pamela  is  now  Mrs.  Lyle  Overton, 
and  mother  of  Jacqueline  Kay  Overton,  and 
Mary  Overton.  The  family  worships  in  St. 
Charles  Borromeo  Church  of  Charleston.  Mrs. 
Driscoll.  today  is  active  in  the  Coles  County 
Home  Bureau  and  the  Women's  Council  of 
the  church. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Driscoll  continued 
to  live  on  the  home  farm,  his  mother  moving 
into  Charleston.  Later,  however,  he  bought 
an  110-acre  farm  two  and  one-half  miles 
north  of  Fair  Grange,  but  in  1945  (eight  years 
later)  traded  this  farm  for  another  about  a 
half  mile  south  of  the  home  place.  To  this 
farm  he  moved  and  there  he  makes  his  home 
today.  He  has  since  bought  eighty  acres  ad- 
joining the  original  farm,  and  now  his  hold- 
ings total  240  acres.  Also,  he  rents  ground 
from  Ben  Anderson,  a  neighbor.  Altogether, 
he  now  farms  a  total  of  650  acres,  including 
the  property  belonging  to  his  mother.  He 
raises  broomcorn  and  feeds  cattle.  He  bought 
the  elevator  in  Rardin  in  1945 — the  one  now 
called  the  John  Driscoll  Elevator.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Seaman  Motor  Sales,  Inc.,  of 
Charleston,  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Was- 
son Broomcorn  Seed  Company  of  Charleston. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Coles  County  Fair 
Association  and  one  of  the  promoters  of  this 
important  urban-rural  community  program. 
Also,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Coles  County 
Farm  Bureau  and  a  charter  member  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club  of  Charleston.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat. 

Mr.  Driscoll  considers  politics  his  recrea- 
tion and  hobby.  Through  politics  he  has  had 
opportunity  to  serve  his  neighbors,  who,  in 
recognition  of  his  public  interest,  elected  him 
Supervisor  of  the  Town  of  Seven  Hickory  in 
April,  1933,  and  who  named  him  chairman  of 
the  Coles  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  He 
served  in  the  former  office  from  April,  1933, 
to  April,  1946,  and  in  the  latter  from  1940  to 
1941.  He  has  been  described  as  "friendly, 
easygoing  and   understanding,    but   strong   in 


his    convictions;     possessing    good    judgment 
and  a  keen  sense  of  business." 

GUY  CLIFTON  TAYLOR,  Ph.G. 

Serving  the  entire  United  States  and  many 
foreign  countries  is  a  Decatur  concern  which 
as  recently  as  1948  was  only  an  idea  in  the 
minds  of  its  three  founders,  Guy  Clifton  Tay- 
lor and  his  two  sons,  Ted  S.  Taylor  and  Frank 
S.  Taylor — the  Taylor  Pharmacal  Company. 
With  the  father  as  president  and  the  sons  as 
closely  collaborating  subordinate  officers,  the 
company  has  had  a  quick  rise  in  the  field  of 
"ethical"  drug  manufacture,  and  the  sons  are 
following  the  father  into  positions  of  emi- 
nence in  the  field. 

Guy  Clifton  Taylor  was  born  in  Macon 
County  on  March  18,  1891,  the  son  of  Frank 
L.  and  Mary  (Herbert)  Taylor.  Both  Guy 
and  Frank  L.  Taylor  were  born  in  the  family 
homestead  in  Madison  District,  near  Boody. 
A  farmer,  lawyer  and  prominent  Republican 
politician,  Frank  L.  Taylor  practiced  law  for 
many  years  in  Christian  County.  Guy  Tay- 
lor began  his  education  in  the  elementary 
schools  first  at  Decatur  then  Assumption. 
Graduated  from  Assumption  High  School,  he 
attended  the  University  of  Illinois,  then  North- 
western University  and  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  Graduate  in  Pharmacy.  He  was  a 
noted  athlete  in  high  school  and  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  and  was  elected  to  Kappa 
Psi,   pharmaceutical   fraternity. 

On  August  21,  1912,  Mr.  Taylor  married 
Frances  Stephan,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and 
Ernestine  Stephan  of  Ashton.  The  two  sons 
are  their  only  children.  Ted  S.  Taylor  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  where 
he  majored  in  business  administration.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  board  and  secretary-treas- 
urer of  Taylor  Pharmacal  Company,  in  charge 
of  sales.  He  married  Beverly  Calhoun  and 
is  the  father  of  Barbara  Jean,  David  Calhoun 
and  Donald  Stanley  Taylor.  Frank  S.  Taylor, 
who  holds  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  Pharmacy  from  the  State  University  of 
Iowa  at  Iowa  City,  is  also  a  member  of  the 
company's  board  and  is  vice-president  in 
charge  of  production.  Unmarried  (1950),  he 
makes  his  home  with  the  parents  at  1584 
West  Riverview  Avenue,  Decatur.  The  en- 
tire family  worships  in  Westminster  Presby- 
terian   Church. 

Guy  C.  Taylor  began  his  business  career 
as  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  at  Assumption. 
Then  he  served  a  pharmaceutical  apprentice- 
ship as  a  laboratory  helper  in  the  manufac- 
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turing  laboratories  of  Flint,  Eaton  and  Com- 
pany, Decatur,  and  then  received  a  leave  of 
absence  to  complete  his  professional  educa- 
tion in  1923,  after  which,  re-entering  the 
company's  employ,  he  served  in  practically 
all  technical  capacities  until  1948.  In  that 
period  he  established  and  operated  control 
and  research  laboratories,  organized  depart- 
mental manufacturing  procedure,  developed 
ethical  drug  products,  handled  legal  and  sci- 
entific relations,  collaborated  in  research 
work  with  various  institutions  of  higher 
learning,  including  medical  schools,  and  was 
active  in  many  scientific  organizations,  par- 
ticularly those  connected  with  the  devel- 
opment of  new  drugs  and  drug  standards. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  "Joint  Con- 
tact Committee"  set  up  by  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Industry  and  the  Federal  Government  to 
establish  equitable  standards  for  foods, 
drugs  and  cosmetics.  He  was  on  the  Flint, 
Eaton  directorate  and  vice-president  in  charge 
of  production,  research  and  control  for  many 
years.  He  resigned  in  1948  to  establish,  with 
his  sons  and  associates,  the  Taylor  Pharmacal 
Company,  which  was  incorporated  on  April 
5,  1948,  with  laboratories  at  Decatur.  The 
facilities  are  devoted  entirely  to  the  produc- 
tion of  injectable  medication.  The  company 
gained  immediate  acceptance  in  the  field  and 
now  sells  its  products  not  only  in  the  United 
States  but  many  foreign  lands.  Mr.  Taylor 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association  and  the  Masonic  lodge  in  De- 
catur. He  is  a  sports  fan  with  a  hobby  of 
woodworking.  His  leadership  in  a  business 
of  such  great  importance,  to  life  and  health 
has  made  him   an   outstanding  citizen. 

ST.  CLAIR  C.  ABBOTT 

"Flowers,  radiant  with  glory,  shed  per- 
fume on  the  air."   So  a  poet  has  written. 

In  Champaign,  St.  Clair  C.  Abbott  has  since 
192  3  devoted  himself  to  the  growing  and  sell- 
ing of  flowers,  and  he  now  has  one  of  the 
biggest  businesses  of  its  kind  in  the  region. 
Aside  from  active  participation  in  the  com- 
munity life  of  Champaign,  Mr.  Abbott  is 
prominent  in  many  bodies  of  the  Masonic 
order,  and  in  the  Baptist  Church. 

He  was  born  in  Craig  County,  Virginia,  on 
July  18,  1888,  the  son  of  George  Washington 
and  Mary  F.  (Brumfield)  Abbott.  His  father, 
also  a  native  of  that  county,  was  a  stock 
dealer.  The  mother,  another  who  was  born 
in  Virginia,  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  T. 
Brumfield. 

After  completing  his  education  in  a  gram- 


mar school  in  Roanoke  County,  Virginia,  St. 
Clair  Abbott  went  into  the  meat  and  grocery 
business.  In  1923,  he  entered  the  flower 
business  in  Champaign.  He  began  with 
one  glass  house  and  boiler  shed  and  has  de- 
veloped the  enterprise  to  the  point  where  it 
has  six  houses,  a  storage  and  boiler  room  and 
a  large  and  attractive  front  sales  room.  At 
first  Mr.  Abbott  was  on  North  McKinley  Aver 
nue,  but  in  1927  he  moved  to  1707  West  Park. 
Finally,  in  1934,  he  established  the  business 
at  its  present  address,  1501  North  Prospect 
Avenue,  Champaign.  His  wife  has  assisted 
him  from  the  beginning.  In  1946  his  son, 
Robert  L.  Abbott,  entered  the  business.  To- 
day the  son's  wife  is  also  active.  There  are, 
in    addition,    seven    employees. 

Mrs.  St.  Clair  C.  Abbott  is  the  former  Annie 
F.  Wells,  daughter  of  Samuel  P.  and  Luvenia 
B.  Wells.  She  and  Mr.  Abbott  were  married 
in  her  home  community,  Salem,  Virginia,  on 
November  1,  1909.  The  son  Robert  is  their 
only  child.  He  married  Dorothy  L.  Spencer 
in  Champaign.  The  family  resides  at  1503 
North  Prospect  Avenue,  Champaign,  amid 
the  "radiant  flowers  that  perfume  the  air." 
Mrs.  Abbott  the  elder  is  a  member  of  the 
White  Shrine  of  Masonry,  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  the  Champaign-Urbana  Wo- 
man's Club,  the  Women's  Society  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Champaign  and  the  Aux- 
iliary of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers. 

Mr.  Abbott,  well  known  among  florists,  is 
also  active  in  the  general  business  life  of 
Champaign.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cham- 
paign Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Travelers 
Protective  Association,  the  United  Commerc- 
ial Travelers  and  various  Masonic  bodies. 
These  last-named  include  the  Champaign  Biue 
Lodge,  the  Knights  Templar,  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  the  White  Shrine,  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  the  Royal  and  Select  Masons, 
the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  and 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  has  been  a  deacon  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  and  superintendent  of  its  Sun- 
day School.  Golf  and  boating  are  his  favorite 
forms  of  relaxation.  He  is  known  for  his  at- 
tractive personality  and  for  his  sympathetic 
understanding  of  others'   problems. 

ROBERT  L.  ABBOTT 

The  "Son"  in  the  firm  name  S.  C.  Abbott 
and  Son,  Florists,  of  Champaign,  is  Robert 
L.  Abbott,  who  in  a  few  years  of  association 
with  his  father  in  business  has  become  a 
popular  figure  in  the  horticultural  world  and 
among  the  lay  men  and  women  who  find  in 
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flowers  much  of  the  beauty,  inspiration  and 
stimulation  there  is  in  life  itself.  Robert  Ij. 
Abbott,  who  is  a  World  War  II  veteran,  is 
active  in  Champaign's  civic  and  business  life 
and  in  church  circles  as  well  as  in  the  florist 
trade. 

He  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Illinois,  on 
July  13,  1925.  His  father,  S.  C.  Abbott,  born 
in  Craig  County,  Virginia,  is  the  subject  of  a 
separate  biography  in  this  Illinois  history. 
His  mother  is  Annie  F.  (Wells)  Abbott,  the 
daughter  of  Samuel.  P.  and  Luvenia  B.  Wells. 

Robert  Abbott  went  through  grammar  and 
junior  high  school  before  entering  Champaign 
High  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1943.  At  high  school  he  was  active  in 
dramatics.  He  did  some  college  study  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  and  in  194  6  joined  his 
father  in  the  firm  of  S.  C.  Abbott  and  Son, 
Florists,  at  1501  North  Prospect  Avenue, 
Champaign.  He  attended  the  Floral  Design- 
ing Schools  in  Chicago.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Optimist  Club  of  Champaign-Urbana,  the 
Champaign  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Travelers 
Protective  Association  and  an  officer  of  Illi- 
nois Unit  of  Telegraph  Delivery  Service.  From 
June,  1944,  to  June,  1946,  Mr.  Abbott  was 
with  the  United  States  Navy  and  since  his 
separation  from  the  active  service  has  been 
in  the  Naval  Reserve.  Golf,  swimming,  boat- 
ing and   ice  skating  are  his  chief  diversions. 

On  June  7,  1947,  Mr.  Abbott  married  Doro- 
thy L.  Spencer,  daughter  of  Miles  M.  and 
Renatha  A.  Spencer.  The  ceremony  took  place 
in  Champaign.  Mrs.  Abbott,  who  is  a  native 
of  that  city,  was  graduated  from  the  Univers- 
ity of  Illinois  in  194  7,  and,  elected  to  Alpha 
Phi  Sorority,  now  belongs  to  its  alumnae 
group.  She  is  active  in  the  health  and  welfare 
agencies  of  Champaign  and  Urbana  as  a 
volunteer  and  teaches  in  the  Sunday  School 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Champaign. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  Mr.  Abbott  is  now  also  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church.  Before  his  marriage 
he  worshipped  in  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
Abbotts  reside  at  1505  North  Prospect  Ave- 
nue,  Champaign. 

One  of  the  active  young  business  men  of 
the  Champaign-Urbana  area  who  are  devoting 
themselves  to  the  development  of  the  entire 
county,  he  is  rapidly  winning  a  position  of 
great  prestige  in  the  community. 

HON.  JOHN  CHARLES  NIESING 

Many  of  the  innovations  and  developments 
at  Pinckneyville,  seat  of  Perry  County,  may 
be  traced  to  the  leadership  of  the  Honorable 


John  Charles  Niesing.  By  unremitting  effort, 
he  brought  paved  streets  to  the  city  in  place 
of  the  old  cinder  paths — not  to  mention  paved 
roads  outside  the  community — and  he  is  the 
originator  in  the  city  of  the  annual  Hallowe'en 
celebration  which  is  community-wide.  The  en- 
tire county  has  profited  from  his  activities. 
Mr.  Niesing  has  served  five  generations  of 
Pinckneyville  and  Perry  County  citizens 
through  his  clothing  business,  known  as  the 
J.  C.  Niesing  Store. 

Mr.  Niesing  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
in  1873,  the  son  of  Joseph  Niesing,  a  coal 
miner  who  was  drowned  in  a  coal  mine  near 
Pinckneyville  in  1880.  The  body  of  the  miner, 
who  was  a  native  of  Boston  and  had  moved 
his  family,  with  his  one-year-old  son  John  to 
Perry  County  in  1874,  was  not  recovered  until 
1918.  John  Niesing's  mother  was  Tresa  Kierst, 
a  native  of  France,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  when  a  young  girl.  Her  mother  died  on 
the  ship  enroute  to  the  New  World.  John  Nie- 
sing was  born  fifth  among  seven  children.  The 
oldest  daughter,  Mary,  is  still  living;  in  1949 
she  celebrated  her  eighty-fourth  birthday. 
The  others,  Tresa,  Ella,  Katie,  Joseph  and 
Anna,  are  all  deceased. 

The  Pinckneyville  leader  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Perry  County 
and  the  parochial  schools  of  Pinckneyville. 
When  he  was  twelve  years  old  he  went  to 
work  on  a  farm.  In  1887  he  hired  out  to  Ed- 
ward Thorpe,  a  carriage  maker,  with  whom  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  as  a  carriage  painter 
until  1893.  For  four  years  more  he  was  a 
bartender.  In  1897  Mr.  Niesing  became  a  sales- 
clerk  for  the  J.  Solomon  Clothing  Store  in 
Pinckneyville,  remaining  with  that  enterprise 
until  1905.  Then,  he  and  a  man  named  Wildy 
formed  a  partnership,  launching  a  clothing 
business  first  called  Wildy  and  Niesing.  Mr. 
Wildy  died  in  1928,  and  since  that  time  Mr. 
Niesing  has  been  sole  owner  of  the  enterprise. 
He  still  does  business  in  the  original  building. 
and  has  customers  from  every  part  of  the 
county  and  beyond. 

Three  years  after  establishing  the  business, 
Mr.  Niesing  married  Florence  Esther  Ritchey, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Ritchey  of 
Murphysboro.  The  actual  marriage  date  was 
August  12,  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Niesing  are 
the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Frances  Eliza- 
beth, now  Mrs.  H.  W.  Bishop  and  residing 
in   St.  Louis. 

When  Mr.  Niesing  was  president  of  the 
Pinckneyville  Chamber  of  Commerce — he 
held  this  office  for  fourteen  years,  probably  a 
record    in    chamber   of    commerce   history — he 
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initiated  the  series  of  annual  Hallowe'en  cele- 
brations which  continue  to  this  day,  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  after  the  first  one.  For  twelve 
years  Mr.  Niesing  was  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Murphy- Wall  State  Bank 
in  Pinckneyville.  He  has  been  a  director  of 
the  Perry  County  Agricultural  Society  since 
1924  and  he  is  a  charter  and  lifetime  member 
•of  the  DuQuoin  Lodge,  No.  884,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  has  been  a  di- 
rector of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Pinckneyville 
since  1944.  In  1897,  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Board  of  Aldermen  and  since  that 
time  he  has  helped  the  city  grow  from  cinder 
paths  to  paved  streets.  He  was  instrumental 
in  bringing  industries,  including  a  shoe  fac- 
tory, to  the  county  seat.  In  the  depression 
days,  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  relief 
program  for  Perry  County,  under  President 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt.  Like  the  late 
President,  he  is  a  Democrat.  His  white  hair 
and  tall  figure  have  come  to  represent  in- 
fluence and  progress  in  the  community,  where 
he  is  greatly  admired  and  respected. 

ROBERT  G.  SMITH 

A  native  of  Coles  County,  Robert  G  Smith 
has  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  to  the 
development  of  that  county,  especially  its 
rural  areas.  He  is  credited  with  an  exceptional 
contribution  to  Illinois'  Agriculture.  A  large- 
scale  operator  in  the  cattle-feeding  phases  of 
agriculture,  Mr.  Smith  has  also  served  the 
nation  through  his  work  with  the  Coles 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  and  his  mem- 
bership and  chairmanship  of  the  Coles 
County  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administra- 
tion   Committee. 

Mr.  Smith's  birth  occurred  on  November  2, 
1889,  in  the  very  township  in  which  he  now 
makes  his  home  and  livelihood — North  Okaw. 
His  father,  Thomas  Irwin  Smith,  also  a  native 
of  that  township,  was  also  a  farmer.  He  was 
the  son  of  Harrison  Smith,  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Mary  A.  (Osborne)  Smith,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  in 
Illinois  and  who  were  among  the  early  de- 
velopers of  the  state's  agriculture.  Robert  G. 
Smith's  mother  was  Belle  (Gray)  Smith,  the 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mary  E.  Gray,  and 
she  was  born  in  Humboldt  Township.  Mr. 
Smith  began  his  education  in  the  Smith 
School  in  Coles  County  and  after  being  grad- 
uated (eighth  grade),  he  attended  the  normal 
school  at  Danville,  Indiana.  In  his  youth 
Mr.  Smith  joined  his  father  in  the  operation 
of  the  320-acre  family  farm.  They  specialized 
in  the  feeding  of  cattle.   Today — and  for  many 


years — Mr.  Smith  has  been  feeding  Aberdeen 
Angus  cattle  and  he  has  a  hundred  and  sixty 
(160)  acre  farm  of  his  own  in  North  Okaw 
Township.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  figures 
in    the   cattle-feeding   industry. 

On  February  1,  1911,  at  nearby  Mattoon, 
Mr.  Smith  married  Sheila  Mae  Hunt,  the 
daughter  of  Madison  and  Emma  Hunt  of 
North  Okaw,  Illinois.  A  son  and  daughter 
have  been  born  to  them — Robert  Irwin  Smith, 
who  married  Mae  June  Hulbert  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Mary  Ellis  Hulbert  Smith; 
Virginia  Hunt  Smith,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Ross 
J.  Hogue  and  the  mother  of  Sharon  Kristine 
Hogue.  The  address  of  the  Smith  farm  is 
Rural  Route  No.  1,  Mattoon.  Mrs.  Smith  is 
a  charter  member  of  the  Coles  County  Home 
Bureau,   in   which   she   is   still   active. 

In  his  public  activities,  Mr.  Smith  served 
on  the  Coles  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
for  two  terms  and  for  fourteen  years,  was 
on  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administra- 
tion Committee,  most  of  that  time  serving  as 
chairman.  He  is  actve  in  the  Masonic  Blue 
Lodge  in  Mattoon  and  the  Consistory  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  at  Bloom- 
ington.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  His 
hobbies  include  the  breeding  of  Aberdeen 
Angus  cattle,  carpenter  work  and  baseball. 
Mr.  Smith  is  described  as  five  feet  nine  inches 
tall  and  heavy  build,  light  complexioned  with 
gray  hair.  He  wears  glasses.  His  disposition, 
his  friends  and  family  say,  is  "good."  He 
is  highly  admired  in  the  region  for  his  ability 
and  sincere  interest  in  the  public  welfare. 

BEN  DWIGHT  ROBINSON 

A  name  prominent  in  the  agricultural  life 
of  Edgar  County,  Ben  Dwight  Robinson  of 
Kansas  holds  a  major  position  among  cattle 
feeders,  operating  on  farms  totaling  468  acres.. 
He  is  recognized  as  one  who  has  made  a 
major  contribution  to  the  development  of  edu- 
cation in  the  area  and  is  a  leader  in  Metho- 
dist   Church   and    temperance   circles. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  born  on  a  farm  south  of 
Kansas,  Edgar  County,  a  few  miles  from  his 
present  residence,  on  February  15,  19  01.  His 
father,  John  William  Robinson,  a  native  of 
Clay  City,  was  a  prominent  farmer  who  was 
the  first  man  to  serve  as  president  of  the  Ed- 
gar County  Farm  Bureau.  He  was  also,  for 
several  years,  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Agri- 
cultural Asociation's  board  of  directors.  His 
wife  was  Martha  (Goble)  Robinson,  also  of 
Edgar  County,  whose  parents  were  Benjamin 
F.   and  Ann  Goble. 

Benjamin    D.    Robinson    first    attended    the 
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Inclose  Elementary  School.  P'ollowing  his 
graduation  from  the  Kansas  High  School,  he 
majored  in  agriculture  at  the  University  of 
Illinois.  When  he  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science,  it  was  with  high  honors.  In  192  3, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  livestock  judging 
team  at  the  university.  He  was  elected  to 
such  national  honorary  agricultural  societies 
as  Alpha  Zeta  and  Gamma  Sigma  Delta.  Mr. 
Robinson  began  farming  in  a  small  way  as  a 
tenant. 

On  June  4,  1925,  at  Watseka,  in  Iroquois 
County,  he  married  Dorothy  Helen  Lovelass, 
daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Lovelass,  and  not 
only  acquired  a  wife  but  a  hard-working  part- 
ner to  whom  he  attributes  much  of  his  suc- 
cess today.  In  1936,  Mr.  Robinson  and  his 
wife  purchased  a  3  6  0-acre  farm  at  Kansas, 
and  it  is  on  this  farm  that  they  reside  today. 
In  19  48,  they  purchased  another  farm,  con- 
sisting of  108  acres.  Today  Mr.  Robinson 
has  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  successful 
cattle-feeding  establishments  in  Edgar 
County,  with  his  wife  sharing  his  success  and 
renown.  Mrs.  Robinson,  incidentally,  is  chair- 
man of  the  local  relations  committee  of  the 
Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Kansas  Methodist  Church.  She  is  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Band  Boosters  Club  of  the  Kansas 
High  School  and  is  leader  of  the  Kansas  Busy 
Bees  4-H  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  have 
seven  children — Wayne  Robinson,  who  mar- 
ried Betty  Malone;  Jean,  Howard,  Barbara, 
Betty  Jo,  Dwight  and  Ruth  Ann  Robinson. 
The  Robinsons'  address  is  Rural  Route  1, 
Kansas. 

Mr.  Robinson,  who  is  charge  lay  leader  of 
the  Kansas  Methodist  Church,  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  since 
192  9  and  chairman  of  the  church  board  since 
1939.  He  was  on  the  Inclose  School  Board 
for  twelve  years  and  served  on  a  nine-member 
committee  that  studied  school  conditions  in 
Edgar  County.  This  committee  made  recom- 
mendations for  the  reorganization  of  the 
county's  educational  system,  and  most  of 
these  recommendations  were  followed.  Mr. 
Robinson  is  a  member  of  the  alumni  associa- 
tion and  the  Dad's  Association  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois.  He  is  an  ardent  worker  on 
behalf  of  soil  improvement  and  livestock  de- 
velopment, is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Illi- 
nois Temperance  Society  and,  despite  a  repu- 
tation for  extreme  t  liriftiness,  is  known  as  a 
"soft  touch"  for  anyone  endeavoring  to  raise 
money  for  a  worthy  cause. 


MARK  C.  HARRY 

A  prominent  Coles  County  farmer  and  cat- 
tle breeder,  Mark  C.  Harry  is  known  through- 
out Illinois  for  his  leadership  in  agricultural 
cooperative  movements  and  in  general  farm- 
ing organization  work. 

Mr.  Harry  was  born  and  brought  up  on  the 
farm  part  of  which  he  owns  and  operates  to- 
day. This  is  in  Coles  County,  two  and  one- 
half  miles  northwest  of  Humboldt.  His  birth 
occurred  on  January  27,  1893,  and  he  is  the 
son  of  Clinton  and  Ida  E.  (Rankin)  Harry. 
His  father,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Suzanna 
Harry,  was  born  on  May  21,  1857  on  a  farm 
in  Coles  County  about  six  miles  southeast 
of  Humboldt.  Ida  Rankin  Harry,  daughter  of 
Mark  and  Nancy  Rankin,  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  Tennessee,  on  September  5,  1864. 
After  she  and  Clinton  Harry  married,  they 
moved  to  the  farm  where  their  son  lives  to- 
day. Clinton  Harry  lived  on  this  farm  for 
sixty  years  until  his  death.  His  own  father 
settled  as  a  pioneer  in  Coles  County. 

Mark  C.  Harry  was  educated  in  a  rural  ele- 
mentary school  and  at  Areola  High  School, 
graduating  from  the  latter  in  1912.  On  Sep- 
tember 14,  1914,  Mr.  Harry  married  Mabel 
Rardin,  daughter  of  Howard  and  Florence 
Rardin  of  Humboldt.  Mrs.  Harry  attended 
elementary  school  in  Humboldt  and  spent  two 
years  at  what  is  now  known  as  Eastern  Illi- 
nois State  College,  Charleston.  She  taught 
in  the  public  schools  for  three  years.  She 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Coles  County  Home 
Bureau,  serving  as  officer  in  township  and 
county  units  of  this  organization.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  had  two  daughters — Emily  Nancy, 
born  in  1915,  and  Mildred  Irene,  born  in 
1917.  The  first  died  in  1917  through  the  ac- 
cidental swallowing  of  a  heart  stimulant.  The 
other  died  in  1920  from  spinal  meningitis,  re- 
sulting from  a  fall. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Harry  farmed  in 
the  summer  seasons  and  worked  in  a  Hum- 
boldt general  store  in  the  winter  months. 
After  three  years  of  this,  he  returned  to 
farming.  In  the  Fall  of  1919,  he  entered 
the  garage  business  with  a  partner,  Jess  Lo- 
zier,  but  after  a  year  returned  to  the  home 
farm,  on  which  he  has  since  remained.  From 
1915  to  1924  Mr.  Harry  farmed  191  acres 
with  his  father.  From  1924  to  1940  he  farmed 
with  his  brother,  Arthur  Harry,  at  the  home 
place.  Since  1940,  the  year  of  his  father's 
death.  Mr.  Harry  has  farmed  200  acres,  all 
a  part  of  his  father's  land.  This  consists  of 
80  acres,  a  part  of  his  birthplace,  two  and 
one-half    miles   northwest    of    Humboldt,    and 
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120  acres,  part  of  his  paternal  grandfather's 
place,  five  miles  northeast  of  Humboldt.  He 
has  been  owner  since  1940.  He  specializes  in 
grain  and  cattle. 

Mr.  Harry  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Coles  County  Farm  Bureau,  organized  in 
1916.  He  has  been  on  its  board  since  1938 
and  been  secretary-treasurer  since  1941. 
Since  November,  1948,  he  has  been  a  director 
of  the  Illinois  Agricultural  Auditing  Associa- 
tion and  since  November,  1949,  of  the  Illinois 
Grain  Terminal  Company.  Both  of  these  are 
cooperatives.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Humboldt  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  since  1929  and  has  been  chairman 
of  the  Coles  County  Agricultural  Industry 
Committee,  an  organization  sponsored  by  the 
Illinois  State  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Even 
in  religious  affairs  Mr.  Harry  has  exercised 
leadership,  for  he  is  on  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Humboldt.  Coles 
County  acknowledges  him  as  one  of  those 
who  have  done  the  most  for  agricultural  de- 
velopment and  welfare. 

GAIL  MONTGOMERY  WANLESS 

The  Wanless  name  has  been  renowned  in 
Illinois  for  many  years,  especially  in  real 
estate  circles  and  is  particularly  associated 
with  the  development  of  Springfield  and  the 
adjacent  area.  Gail  Montgomery  Wanless,  as 
trustee  of  the  Charles  S.  Wanless  Trust  of 
Springfield,  is  following  the  family  tradition 
as  realtor  and  builder  and  is  also  known 
throughout  the  state. 

Mr.  Wanless  was  born  in  Springfield  on 
June  5,  1915.  His  father,  Charles  S.  Wanless, 
was  a  noted  figure  in  Illinois'  affairs.  A  lead- 
er in  all  civic  movements,  he  was  the  de- 
veloper of  about  eighty  percent  of  Spring- 
field's subdivisions.  He  and  his  brother,  Fred 
Wanless,  were  the  two  most  prominent  real 
estate  brokers  in  Illinois.  Active  to  the  day  of 
his  death,  Charles  S.  Wanless,  creator  of  the 
trust  headed  by  his  son  today,  gave  leadership 
to  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Sangamon 
County,  the  Springfield  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  and  to  the  war  bond  sales 
of  World  War  II.  He  served  two  years  as 
president  of  the  Illinois  Association  of  Real 
Estate  Boards  and  three  terms  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Material  Association  of  Real 
Estate  Boards.  For  four  years  he  was  a  com- 
mittee member  of  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Registration  and  Education  of  Real  Estate 
Brokers.  Gail  M.  Wanless'  mother  was  Edith 
Faye  (Burrows)  Wanless. 

Mr.   Wanless  was  educated  in  a  variety  of 


schools.  Following  his  graduation  from  the 
Springfield  High  School,  he  spent  two  years 
at  the  University  of  Missouri  at  Columbia. 
For  another  year  he  was  a  student  at  Boulder, 
Colorado,  in  the  University  of  Colorado. 
Finally,  he  took  two  years  at  the  Lincoln  Col- 
lege of  Law  in  Springfield. 

Mr.  Wanless  was  approaching  his  twenty- 
fifth  birthday  when  on  February  6,  1940,  he 
married  Mary  Louise  Curtis.  They  have  two 
children — Polly  Allison  Wanless,  born  in  1942, 
and  Robert  Curtis  Wanless,  born  in  1945.  The 
family  worships  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Springfield. 

As  realtor  and  builder  Mr.  Wanless  has 
made  an  extra-ordinary  contribution,  and  he 
has  equalled  this  contribution  in  the  general 
field  of  public  service,  being  an  ardent  work- 
er on  behalf  of  culture  and  the  arts,  social 
service  and  youth  group  work.  He  has  served 
as  treasurer  of  the  Illinois  Association  of 
Real  Estate  Boards  and  as  a  director  of  this 
state  organization;  as  secretary  and  director 
of  the  Springfield  Real  Estate  Board;  as  a 
member  of  the  budget  committee  of  the 
Springfield  Community  Fund  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  boards  of  directors  of  the  Spring- 
field Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  the 
Family  Welfare  Society  of  Springfield  and  the 
Springfield  Symphony  Orchestra  Association. 
Also,  he  is  a  former  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Business  Club  of  Springfield.  In  addition, 
he  belongs  to  such  other  organizations  as  the 
National  Association  of  Home  Builders,  the 
National  Association  of  Real  Estate  Boards, 
the  Sangamo  Club  of  Springfield,  the  Illini 
Country  Club  and  the  Springfield  Lodge,  Be- 
nevolent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Promi- 
nent in  Masonry,  he  belong  to  all  bodies,  in- 
cluding the  Jesters  and  Ansar  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  in  Springfield.  Golf  is  his  favorite 
game.  Not  only  as  trustee  of  the  Charles  S. 
Wanless  Trust  but  also  as  general  citizen 
Gail  Montgomery  Wanless  has  aided  programs 
which  have  accelerated  the  growth  of  the 
entire  state  and  especially  its  capital  city. 

HORACE  BATCHELOR,  D.D. 

One  of  the  outstanding  Presbyterian  cler- 
gymen of  the  State  of  Illinois,  Dr.  Horace 
Batchelor  has  been  pastor  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Mattoon  in  Coles  County 
since  1925.  Renowned  in  Masonry,  Dr.  Batch- 
elor holds  its  highest  degree — the  thirty-third. 
He  is  also  well  known  for  his  work  on  behalf 
of  health  and  welfare,  the  aged  and  of  edu- 
cation and  culture.     He  is  also  prominent  in 


ILLINOIS         EDITION 


427 


Kiwanis  International.  As  a  churchman,  he 
has  held  some  of  the  highest  posts  in  the 
Presbyterian  Synod  of  Illinois.  He  has  a 
reputation  in  lay  circles,  as  well  as  religious, 
as  a  speaker. 

Dr.  Batchelor  was  born  at  Eastbourne, 
England,  on  July  17,  1887,  the  son  of  Alfred 
Horace  and  Anne  Elizabeth  (Gosden)  Batch- 
elor. His  father,  born  near  Maidstone,  Kent, 
England,  owned  and  operated  a  blacksmith- 
wheelwright's  establishment;  he  served  with 
the  English  Army  in  India  six  years.  The 
mother  was  a  member  of  the  famed  Brad- 
ford family  of  Southern  England,  earlier 
members  of  which  emigrated  to  America  and 
doubtless  started  the  distinguished  Massachu- 
setts Bradford  line.  Dr.  Batchelor  obtained 
his  early  education  in  English  grammar  and 
secondary  schools,  at  Northwest  Collegiate 
School  and  Northland  College  and  the  Moody 
Bible  Institute  in  Chicago.  In  1921,  he  was 
graduated  from  the  McCormick  Theological 
Seminary  and  in  1936  he  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Divinity  from  Auburn  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  New  York,  and  in  1940  that 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  James  Millikin 
University.  He  has  since  taken  summer 
courses  in  Christian  Education  at  McCormick 
Theological   Seminary. 

Dr.  Batchelor  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel 
Ministry  in  Seymour,  Wisconsin,  in  1914.  In 
his  student  ministry  days,  he  served  a  pas- 
torate at  Bruce,  Wisconsin,  in  1911-1912,  and 
from  1912  to  1917  he  was  at  Seymour.  For 
another  year,  1917-1918,  he  served  at  Bir- 
namwood,  Wisconsin.  The  period  at  McCor- 
mick followed  and  in  the  Winter  of  1921  he 
was  accepted  from  the  Congregational  min- 
istry to  the  Presbyterian  ministry  in  the  Chi- 
cago Presbytery.  His  Presbyterian  pastorates 
since  then:  Ridgefarm  and  Georgetown,  1921- 
1922;  Tuscola,  seat  of  Douglas  County,  Illi- 
nois 1922-1925,  and  since  1925,  Mattoon. 
His  Mattoon  pastorate  is  the  longest  in  the 
history  of  this  church,  which  in  1950  cele- 
brated its  ninetieth  anniversary.  Dr.  Batch- 
elor is  past  moderator  of  the  Mattoon  Pres- 
bytery and  of  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Illi- 
nois. He  has  also  served  on  the  Synod's  Gen- 
eral   Council. 

On  June  8,  1911,  at  Pittsville,  Dr.  Batche- 
lor married  Stella  Belle  Potter,  daughter  of 
J.  D.  and  Martha  Potter.  Mrs.  Batchelor  is  a 
former  school  teacher  and  is  active  in  PTA 
and  other  organizational  work  in  Mattoon. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Batchelor  have  a  daughter, 
Glorene,  now  Mrs.  Gilbert  Vernon  Wheeler 
and  residing  at  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma. 


Dr.  Batchelor  is  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Kemmer  Orphanage  at  Assumption;  of  the 
board  of  the  Cora  J.  Pope  Home  for  Old  La- 
dies at  Ottawa;  and  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  Millikin  University  and  of  the  Mattoon 
Public  Library.  He  serves  on  the  board  of 
the  Mattoon  Salvation  Army  and  is  on  the 
Special  Hospital  Committee  and  the  Govern- 
or's Midcentury  Welfare  Committee.  He 
served  in  various  Kiwanis  offices,  from  pres- 
ident of  the  Mattoon  Club  through  District 
Governor  and  chairman  of  the  International 
Committee  in  Support  of  Church  in  their 
Spiritual  Aims.  He  is  past  master  of  his  Blue 
Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. ;  past  high  priest  and 
past  grand  chaplain,  R.  A.  M.;  past  thrice 
illustrious  master  and  past  grand  chaplain  for 
Illinois,  R.  S.  M. ;  past  commander  of  his  com- 
mandery  and  past  grand  prelate  for  Illinois, 
Knights  Templar;  past  sovereign,  Red  Cross 
of  Constantine  (Saxa  Rubra  Chapter);  mem- 
ber of  Ainad  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.,  East 
St.  Louis.  After  twenty  years  as  a  thirty- 
second  degree  holder  in  the  Scottish  Rite  of 
the  Northern  Jurisdiction,  he  was  raised  to 
the  thirty-third  degree.  In  World  War  I,  he 
was  a  four-minute  man  and  headed  up  Liberty 
Bond  campaigns.  Travel  is  his  hobby,  and  he 
has  visited  Europe  twice  since  the  days  of  his 
emigration  to  America.  He  visits  Canada  and 
Mexico  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States 
frequently.  Dr.  Batchelor  has  made  a  per- 
manent place  for  himself  in  the  annals  of 
Presbyterian,  interdenominational  and  tem- 
poral affairs  in  Illinois. 

RALPH  THURMOND 

Ralph  Thurmond  of  Marion,  in  Williamson 
County,  builds  monuments — he  operates  the 
Thurmond  Monument  Company,  serving  at 
least  a  third  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  But 
perhaps  the  best  monument  he  has  ever  built 
to  his  own  enterprise,  ingenuity  and  civic- 
feeling  is  the  famed  Motel  Marion — a  splen- 
did and  popular  group  of  units  which  proved 
to  be  the  first  motor  court  to  be  accepted 
for  membership  in  the  National  and  Illinois 
Hotel  Associations.  In  addition  to  the  Motel 
Marion  and  the  Thurmond  Monument  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Thurmond  operates  the  Buick  auto- 
mobile agency  in  Marion  and  owns  a  third 
interest  in  a  monument  manufacturing  plant 
at   Kansas    City,   Missouri. 

Mr.  Thurmond  was  born  in  Ewing,  Frank- 
lin County,  on  January  6,  1896,  the  son  of 
E.  M.  and  Ida  (Ingram)  Thurmond.  Both 
parents  were  also  born  in  Franklin  County. 
The  father,  at  first  a  farmer,  moved  into  Ma- 
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RALPH  THURMOND 


•rion  and  established  the  Thurmond  Monument 
Works.  A  civic  leader,  he  became  Mayor 
and  was  also  active  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
Ralph  Thurmond  first  attended  the  grade 
schools  of  Franklin  and  Williamson  Counties, 
then  spent  three  years  in  the  high  school  at 
Marion.  While  still  in  school,  he  worked  in 
a  grocery  store  and  when  he  left  school  he 
worked  for  a  construction  company  first  as 
timekeeper  and  then  as  superintendent.  When 
he  first  entered  the  monument  business,  it 
was  for  himself  at  Benton.  He  called  the 
enterprise  the  Benton  Marble  and  Granite 
Works.  The  Army  took  him  away  from  this 
business  in  World  War  I,  and  he  served  from 
1917  to  1919,  achieving  the  rank  of  Ser- 
geant. Upon  his  discharge  he  returned  to 
Marion  and  joined  his  father  in  the  oper- 
ation of  the  Thurmond  Monument  Company. 
In  1926,  he  became  the  elder  Mr.  Thurmond's 
partner  and  soon  afterward  he  bought  him 
out  altogether.  Since  then  he  has  been  sole 
owner  of  this  highly  successful  business.  He 
now  employs  forty-five  persons.  Through  the 
business  Mr.  Thurmond  is  active  in  the  Mon- 
ument Builders  of  America. 

In  1941  Mr.  Thurmond  proceeded  to  estab- 
lish Motel  Marion  on  the  major  highway.  At 
the  outset  he  built  sixteen  units.  Six  years 
later  he  added  another  sixteen  units  and  a 
modern  coffee  shop,  later  adding  eighteen 
units  making  a  grand  total  of  fifty  units. 
The  entire  motel  stands  on  a  large  acreage, 
exceptionally  landscaped,  and  the  service  com- 
pares favorably  with  that  of  the  nation's  best 
hotels.  Because  of  this  fact  and  because  the 
rooms  and  furnishings  meet  the  highest  stand- 
ards, Motel  Marion  was  admitted  to  member- 
ship in  the  two  hotel  associations.  Forty  per- 
sons are  employed  at  the  motel. 

Since  1946  Mr.  Thurmond  has  operated  the 
Buick  agency  in  Marion,  and  through  it  be- 
longs to  the  National  Automobile  Dealers, 
the  Illinois  Automotive  Dealers  and  the  Wil- 
liamson County  Automobile  Dealers  Associa- 
tions. He  operates  branches  of  his  monument 
business  at  Murphysboro,  Benton  and  Sessor, 
in  addition  to  owning  a  third  interest  in  the 
monument  plant  in  Kansas  City.  Mr.  Thur- 
mond is  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Marion. 
For  a  quarter  century  Mr.  Thurmond  has 
maintained  a  record  of  perfect  attendance  in 
the  Rotary  Club  of  Marion  and  he  is  also 
active  in  Southern  Illinois,  Inc.  He  is  a  for- 
mer member  of  the  Marion  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. His  recreational  organization  is  the 
Franklin    Country   Club.     He   plays   golf  and 


rides  horses,  and  at  one  time  flew  his  own 
plane. 

On  July  27,  1919  Mr.  Thurmond  married 
Helen  Norris,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Harley  D.  Norris  of  Marion.  They  worship 
in   the   Methodist  Church. 

As  the  record  of  his  activities  indicates, 
Ralph  Thurmond  has  spent  a  lifetime  in  serv- 
ice which  has  contributed  to  the  growth  of 
his  area. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  ROBINSON 

Kansas  is  a  small  community  in  Edgar 
County,  but  one  noted  for  its  great  agricul- 
tural strides  and  experimentation  and  its  gen- 
erally high  economic  and  cultural  level.  Much 
of  the  progress  this  village  and  the  surround- 
ing agricultural  area  has  achieved  is  ascribed 
by  the  citizens  to  the  leadership  and  activities 
of  John  William  Robinson,  an  outstanding 
farmer,  hog  breeder  and  cattle  feeder.  Mr. 
Robinson  has  done  considerable  organization 
work  among  farmers  and  led  them  in  many 
movements  which  have  resulted  in  consid- 
erable benefit  to  the  area. 

He  was  born  at  Clay  City,  Clay  County, 
on  November  6,  1867,  the  son  of  Alexander 
and  Sarah  Fitner  (Bayler)  Robinson.  His 
father,  born  in  Fermanagh  County,  Ireland, 
on  December  12,  1839,  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  family  when  he  was  twelve 
years  old.  Enlisting  in  Wayne  County,  he 
fought  with  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil 
War.  Later  he  taught  school  and  then  farmed 
in  Clay  County.  Throughout  his  life  he  was 
a  faithful  worker  in  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  on  No- 
vember 2,  1865,  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Miller  and  Nancy  Bayler.  Their  son,  John 
William  Robinson,  began  his  education  in  a 
country  school  in  his  native  Clay  County.  In 
1894,  he  was  graduated  from  Westfield  Col- 
lege, Westfield,  Illinois,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  For  three  years  Mr.  Rob- 
inson taught  school.  Then  he  bought  an  80- 
acre  farm  and  began  farming  in  1896.  He 
has  farmed  ever  since,  and  now  owns  340 
acres,  220  in  Edgar  County  and  120  in  Coles 
County.  He  has  done  general  farming,  rais- 
ing hogs  and  feeding  cattle,  and  has  become 
a  noteworthy  figure  in  the  agricultural 
world. 

On  August  28,  1894,  in  the  bride's  home 
in  Hutton  Township,  Coles  County,  Mr.  Rob- 
inson married  Martha  Jane  Goble,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  F.  and  Ann  Goble.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robinson  have  four  children — 1. 
Myra    Jane,    born    August    11,    1896,    unmar- 
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ried.  2.  Hobart  Clay,  born  April  25,  1899. 
He  married  Florence  Bryant  Pursell  on  De- 
cember 23,  1924.  Their  children  are:  Martha 
Jane,  born  December  30,  1925,  who  married 
Eli  Hurt  on  February  16,  1946,  and  is  the 
mother  of  Nancy  Jane,  born  December  2, 
1946;  John  Waldo  Robinson,  born  January 
21,  1927,  who  married  Mary  Kay  Funkhouser 
on  October  21,  1947,  and  is  the  father  of 
Mary  Elizabeth  Robinson,  born  on  October 
26,  1948;  Florence  Ann  Robinson,  born  De- 
cember 30,  1928,  who  was  married  to  Arthur 
Rennels  on  December  5,  1947,  and  is  the 
mother  of  Bill  Rennels,  born  November  7, 
1948;  Nancy  Kathryn  Robinson,  born  August 
21,  1930,  died  April  7,  1937;  Margaret  Lou- 
ise Robinson,  born  November  22,  1932;  Rob- 
ert Seymour  Robinson,  born  December  25, 
1934,  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Robinson,  born 
January  15,  1937.  3.  Benjamin  Dwight  Rob- 
inson, born  February  15,  1901.  He  married 
Dorothy  Helen  Loveless  on  June  4,  1925. 
Their  children  are :  Wayne  Benjamin  Robin- 
son, born  on  June  1,  1926,  who  married  Betty 
Malone  on  December  24,  1948,  and  is  the 
father  of  Thomas  Wayne  Robinson,  born  Jan- 
uary 14,  1950;  Frances  Jean  Robinson,  born 
April  7,  1928;  Howard  William  Robinson, 
born  April  8,  1930;  Barbara  Helen  Robinson, 
born  November  30,  1931;  Betty  Joan  Robin- 
son, born  April  25,  1933;  Dwight  Russel  Rob- 
inson, born  March  14,  1941,  and  Ruth  Ann 
Robinson,  born  October  15,  1942.  4.  Wen- 
dell Wayne  Robinson,  born  on  July  2,  1908. 
He  married  Mildred  Kropp  on  June  19,  1937, 
and  is  the  father  of  Joan  Ellen  Robinson,  born 
December  3,  1938.  The  entire  family  wor- 
ships in  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  a  school  director  for  ten 
years.  He  was  leading  organizer  and  first 
president  of  the  Edgar  County  Farm  Bureau 
and  represented  the  district  on  the  Illinois 
Agricultural  Association  board,  serving  as 
4-H  Club  work  chairman.  He  has  always  been 
willing  to  experiment  and  to  give  leadership. 

ROBERT  DAVIS  McDOUGAL,  JR. 

As  head  of  two  construction  companies 
Robert  Davis  McDougal,  Jr.,  of  Peoria,  is 
contributing  to  the  development  of  Illinois 
through  the  building  of  highways,  railroads, 
levees,  airports  and  similarly  large  and  sig- 
nificent  projects.  His  companies  are  Swords, 
McDougal  Co.,  and  S.  M.  II.  Construction 
Company,  both  with  headquarters  in  Peoria. 
He  is  well  known  among  contractors  in  other 


parts  of  the  nation  and  is  active  in  Peoria's 
community  life. 

Mr.  McDougal  was  born  in  Peoria  on  Oc- 
tober 28,  1896,  the  son  of  Robert  Davis  and 
Virginia  (Wheeler)  McDougal.  Both  his  par- 
ents were  also  natives  of  Peoria.  The  father, 
a  druggist,  died  in  1939,  the  mother  in  1901. 
R.  D.  McDougal,  Jr.,  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  elementary  schools  of  Peoria, 
and  his  preparatory  schooling  at  Lawrence- 
ville,  New  Jersey.  He  was  at  Princeton  Uni- 
versity in  New  Jersey  when  the  United  States 
entered  World  War  I.  He  left  the  university 
and  enlisted  in  the  American  Field  Service 
and  later  joined  the  United  States  Army 
Ambulance  Corps,  with  which  he  served  in 
France  until  May,  1919.  While  in  France  he 
was  awarded  the  Croix  de  Guerre. 

After  his  return  to  Peoria  and  civilian  life. 
Mr.  McDougal  worked  a  year  for  the  firm  of 
Thomas  and  Clark.  In  1920  he  joined  the  staff 
of  Thede  Brothers,  Inc.,  of  Peoria,  a  firm 
with  which  he  worked  ten  years.  At  the  time 
he  resigned  in  1930  he  was  holding  the  office 
of  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1930,  Mr.  Mc- 
Dougal participated  in  the  organization  of 
Swords — McDougal  Company,  becoming  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  This  concern  has  done 
such  heavy  construction  work  as  the  building 
of  railroads,  levees  and  airports.  It  now  em- 
ploys one  hundred  persons  and  covers  the 
United  States.  Mr.  McDougal  was  elected 
president  of  the  company  in  1947.  In  1946, 
he  founded  the  S.  M.  H.  Construction  Com- 
pany, Inc.,  and  was  also  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  this  at  the  outset.  Today  he  is  presi- 
dent, having  been  elected  to  that  office  in 
1947.  The  S.  M.  H.  company  specializes  in 
road  building.  Its  territory  is  all  of  Illinois, 
and  it  employs  two  hundred  persons.  The  of- 
fices for  both  concerns  are  at  1500  North 
Adams  Street,  Peoria. 

On  June  26,  1920,  Mr.  McDougal  married 
Alice  Beadle  of  Galesburg,  the  daughter  of 
Grant  Beadle,  a  native  of  Kewanee  and  an 
architect  who  died  in  1930,  and  Ann 
(Mathews)  Beadle,  born  in  Galesburg,  who 
died  in  1927.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDougal  are  the 
parents  of  two  children — Virginia  McDougal, 
who  was  born  on  December  20,  1922,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  William  Barnes,  III,  of 
Decatur,  and  the  mother  of  William  Barnes 
and  Leticia  Mathews  Barnes;  and  Robert 
Davis  McDougal  III,  who  was  born  on  April 
21,  1924,  attended  Lawrenceville  Preparatory 
School  and  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Florida  in  1949.  He  married  Virginia 
Dodge  of   Chicago   on    August   31,    1949.    Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  McDongal  reside  at  4  Prospect  Lane 
in  Peoria. 

Mr.  McDougal  is  a  member  of  the  Associat- 
ed General  Contractors  of  America,  the  Peoria 
Association  of  Commerce,  the  Peoria  Country 
Club,  the  Princeton  Club  of  New  York,  the 
Colonial  Club  of  Princeton  and  the  Creve 
Coeur  Club.  Golf,  fishing  and  hunting  are  his 
favorite  recreations.  Through  his  construc- 
tion of  big  projects  Mr.  McDougal  has  become 
a  first  citizen  of  the  state  and  nation. 

DELBERT  O.  WILLIAMS 

Outstanding  in  the  cleaning  and  dyeing 
business,  Delbert  0.  Williams  is  operator  of 
the  Illinois  Cleaners  with  plants  in  both 
Champaign  and  Urbana.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  two  communities,  es- 
pecially in  Urbana  where  he  maintains  his 
main  establishment,  and  is  a  veteran  of  World 
War  II  who  is  active  in  veterans,  business, 
trade  and  fraternal  organizations  and  in 
church   work. 

Delbert  O.  Williams  was  born  in  George- 
town, Illinois,  on  March  19,  1919,  the  only 
child  of  Henry  and  Fairl  (Bridgewater)  Wil- 
liams. His  father,  a  coal  miner,  is  also  a 
native   of   Illinois,   as  is  his  mother. 

Delbert  Williams  began  his  education  in  the 
elementary  grades  at  Georgetown,  but  soon 
transferred  to  the  educational  system  of  Dan- 
ville where  he  was  graduated  from  high 
school.  He  began  his  career  in  1937  as  a 
laborer  for  the  Stella  Baking  Company  of 
Danville.  Four  years  later  he  moved  to 
Champaign  and  there  became  a  dough  mixer 
for  the  Purity  Baking  Company.  This  job  he 
gave  up  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  with  which  he  remained  two 
years. 

On  January  18,  1945,  Mr.  Williams  entered 
the  dry  cleaning  and  dyeing  business  with  a 
partner.  Four  months  later  he  bought  out  the 
partner  and  since  then  has  been  sole  owner  of 
the  business,  now  called  Illinois  Cleaners.  He 
has  guided  the  enterprise  to  extraordinary 
expansion  and  in  January,  1947,  built  him- 
self a  modern  dry  cleaning  establishment  in 
Urbana — at  402  North  Broadway.  His  Cham- 
paign branch  is  at  209  East  Green  Street. 
When  he  entered  his  present  field  of  busi- 
ness, Mr.  Williams  and  his  partner  did  all 
the  work  themselves.  Today  Mr.  Williams 
employs  twenty-five  persons.  His  is  one  of 
the  larger  dry  cleaning  organizations  of  the 
Champaign-Urbana    area. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Cham- 
paign  Lodge,   Benevolent  and   Protective   Or- 


der of  Elks;  the  Masonic  fraternity;  the  Na- 
tional Cleaners  and  Dyers  Association;  the 
Urbana  Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Urbana 
Campus  Business  Men's  Association ;  the 
Sportsman's  Club  and  the  American  Legion. 
In  World  War  II,  he  served  with  the  United 
States  Navy.  He  enlisted  on  May  9,  1944,  and 
was  separated  from  the  service  on  October 
9,  1944.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Danville  and  is  an  independent 
voter.  He  is  an  ardent  hunter  and  fisher- 
man. 

Mr.  Williams  first  married  June  Paddin 
of  Danville  on  April  9,  1938.  He  married 
Mary  Gepner  of  Champaign  on  October  20, 
1948.  To  his  first  marriage  three  children 
were  born — Beryldene  Williams,  on  August 
14,  1939;  Rowland  Lee  Williams,  on  August 
19,  1941,  and  Joyce  Williams,  on  January 
11,  1943.  Mr.  Williams  and  his  family  reside 
at    404    South    Race    Street,    Urbana. 

Through  his  activities  on  the  business  scene 
and  his  other  interests  Mr.  Williams  is  stim- 
ulating the  growth  of  a  large  segment  of 
Champaign   County. 

JOHN  EARLE  LONG 

In  Coles  County,  the  name  of  Long  has 
become  synonymous  with  public  service — pub- 
lic service  by  the  late  John  Earle  Long  and 
by  his  widow,  Bobbie  Ruth  Barnett  Long. 
Mr.  Long's  contribution  to  the  county  was 
through  both  banking  and  agriculture,  through 
activities  with  the  board  of  education,  through 
fi-aternal  organizations  and  through  a  wisdom 
which  aided  others  toward  their  own  success. 
Mrs.  Long,  a  former  school  teacher,  serves 
through  her  activities  in  church  and  school 
organizations  and  as  Town  Clerk  of  Morgan 
Township,  outside  Charleston,  the  Coles  Coun- 
ty seat. 

John  Earle  Long  was  born  at  Charleston 
— which  is  to  say  its  Rural  Route  3  and  hence 
on  a  farm — on  April  27,  1901.  In  the  next 
thirty-seven  years,  until  his  tragic  death, 
he  was  to  give  considerable  prominence  to 
the  Long  name  and  to  make  a  memorable 
record  for  himself.  His  father,  Calvert  Long, 
a  native  of  Spencer,  Indiana,  was  also  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  mother  was  Laura  El- 
len (Rardin)  Long,  the  daughter  of  J.  K.  and 
Mary  Ann  (Sousley)  Rardin,  a  pioneer  family 
of  Morgan  Township — the  family  from  which 
the  community  of  Rardin,  in  Coles  County, 
derives  its  name. 

Mr.  Long  obtained  his  education  in  the 
elementary  school  at  Rardin  and  in  the  East- 
ern Illinois  State  College  at  Charleston.  When 


ILLINOIS         EDITION 


441 


he  was  eleven  years  old,  his  father  died.  Left 
a  half -orphan  at  that  early  age,  with  no  broth- 
ers or  sisters,  and  a  rather  frail  mother,  Mr. 
Long  assumed  the  management  of  the  260- 
acre  home  farm  and  despite  his  extreme 
youthfulness  guided  it  to  success.  He  became 
interested  in  purebred  cattle  and  at  the  time 
of  his  own  untimely  death  possessed  a  choice 
breeding  herd  of  Aberdeen-Angus.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-three  Mr.  Long  entered  the 
banking  business.  He  served  as  clerk  of  the 
Rardin  State  Bank  at  Rardin  a  short  time 
and  then  became  cashier.  He  held  that  of- 
fice for  ten  years,  or  until  his  death. 

On  June  9,  1929,  in  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Hindsboro,  Mr.  Long  married  Bobbie  Ruth 
Barnett,  the  daughter  of  Roy  and  Nettie  Bar- 
nett.  To  the  marriage  was  born  John  Earle 
Long  on  December  16,  1935.  At  the  age  of 
two,  the  son,  like  his  father  at  only  a  little 
older  age,  was  left  a  half-orphan,  for  on  Sep- 
tember 16,  1938,  the  farmer-banker  met  his 
death.  He  had  gone  home  for  lunch  that  day. 
Returning  to  his  bank,  he  was  killed  in  a  col- 
lision of  his  automobile  and  a  train  about  a 
half  mile  from  his  home.  The  accident  oc- 
curred at  Rardin.  He  was  buried  at  Union 
Cemetery,  located  only  three  miles  from  his 
birthplace. 

Mr.  Long  was  serving  as  secretary  of  the 
board  of  education  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  he  was  a  stockholder  of  the  Rardin  State 
Bank.  He  was  past  worshipful  master  of  his 
Masonic  Lodge  and  past  worthy  patron  of  his 
chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He 
was  also  active  in  the  Charleston  Country 
Club.  He  was  an  ardent  Democrat  and  a 
baseball  and  basketball  fan,  as  well  as  golf 
player. 

Upon  his  death  Mrs.  Long  took  over  man- 
agement of  the  Long  farm.  An  elementary 
school  teacher  at  Hindsboro,  a  position  she 
continued  to  hold  for  six  years  after  mar- 
riage, Mrs.  Long  is  now  active  in  all  civic 
work,  in  politics,  in  the  Rardin  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  school  organizations  and  in  the 
Business  and  Professional  Women's  Club.  She 
has  been  Town  Clerk  of  Morgan  Township 
since  1942.  She  is  as  popular  as  was  her  hus- 
band, whose  friends  remember  him  for  his 
fairmindedness,  neat  appearance,  cheerful  dis- 
position, straightforwardness  and  willingness 
to  work  in  and  support  every  worthwhile 
project. 

WARREN  LINELL  DECATUR 

Member  of  the  celebrated  Decatur  family 
who    like   his    illustrious    ancestor    has    a    dis- 


tinguished Naval  record,  Warren  Linell  De- 
catur is  now  in  the  electrical  contracting 
business  in  the  city  bearing  his  family  name 
— Decatur.  He  is  active  in  professional  and 
trade  organizations  and  in  various  civic  and 
Masonic  groups,  being  an  influential  citizen 
of  Macon  County. 

Warren  Linell  Decatur  was  born  on  April 
17,  1917,  at  West  Suburban  Hospital,  Oak 
Park,  Illinois.  His  father,  Warren  Edgar  De- 
catur, was  born  in  Chicago  and  his  grand 
father,  Herbert  Phillip  Decatur,  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  He  is  a  direct  decendant  of 
Stephen  Decatur,  the  Naval  hero  after  whom 
the  Macon  County  seat  was  named.  His  fath- 
er's mother,  the  former  Louise  Matilda  Mil- 
ler, was  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  the 
English  Channel.  Warren  Linell  Decatur's 
mother  was  the  former  Estelle  Edith  Linell, 
a  native  of  Chicago  and  daughter  of  Pearl 
Phillip  and  Ida   (Fleige)  Linell. 

Warren  L.  Decatur  attended  Oak  Park  and 
River  Forest  High  Schools  and  then  Armour 
Institute  of  Technology,  receiving  his  degree 
in  mechanical  engineering  at  the  latter.  From 
1935  to  1946  he  was  employed  by  Hotpoint, 
Inc.,  in  Chicago.  He  started  as  a  mailboy 
and  for  a  time  worked  in  the  accounting  and 
statistical  departments.  With  other  Hotpoint 
employees  he  took  the  examinations  to  qualify 
for  the  cooperative  course  at  Armour  Insti- 
tute and  he  became  the  first  Hotpoint  Co-op 
student.  Before  he  was  finally  assigned  to 
the  engineering  department  of  Hotpoint,  Mr. 
Decatur  worked  in  all  the  other  factory  de- 
partments. In  World  War  II  he  played  an 
important  role  in  the  secret  Naval  projects 
conducted  by  Hotpoint  and  as  a  result  re- 
ceived, at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  Naval 
Ordnance  Development  Award.  In  September, 
1946,  he  purchased  the  electrical  contracting 
business  which  he  operates  in  Decatur  today, 
with  headquarters  at  124  North  Merchant 
Street. 

In  1944,  at  the  Elmhurst  Congregational 
Church,  Elmhurst,  Mr.  Decatur  married  Lor- 
raine E.  Grimm,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Ingre  Grimm.  Mrs.  Decatur,  well  known  in 
both  Decatur  and  Elmhurst,  is  a  member  of 
the  chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star 
in  the  latter  community.  She  and  Mr.  De- 
catur are  the  parents  of  one  son,  William 
Robert  Decatur,  who  was  born  on  September 
28,  1947.  The  Decatur  home  is  at  the  South 
Side  Country  Club  in  Decatur. 

Mr.  Decatur,  active  in  community  proj- 
ects, is  a  member  of  the  Decatur  Association 
of    Commerce,    the    National    Electrical    Con- 
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tractors  Association,  the  Illuminating  Engi- 
neering Society,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Decatur 
and,  with  his  family,  of  the  St.  John's  Epis- 
copal Church,  Decatur.  In  Masonry,  he  was 
president  of  the  High  Twelve  International 
in  1949.  He  belongs  to  the  Edward  Cook 
Lodge,  No.  1023,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  at  Oak  Park;  Macon  Chapter,  No.  21, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Decatur  Council,  No.  16, 
Royal  and  Select  Masons,  and  Beaumanoir 
Commandery,  No.  9,  Knights  Templar,  the 
latter  three  in  Decatur.  He  is  a  Republican. 
His  favorite  recreational  activities  are  golf, 
photography  and  magic.  A  man  described  as 
of  "amiable  disposition,  who  gets  along  well 
with  people,"  Mr.  Decatur  has  made  a  reputa- 
tion for  himself  and  added  to  the  illustrious 
reputation  of  the  great  Decatur  family. 

NORMAN  REMINGTON  HALLIDAY 

Founded  in  1896,  the  H.  H.  Halliday  Sand 
Company  of  Cairo  is  famed  throughout  the 
Greater  Egypt  region  and  its  co-owner  and 
general  manager,  Norman  Remington  Halli- 
day, is  a  popular  figure  not  only  among  his 
fellow  citizens  in  the  region  but  among  fellow 
operators  in  the  sand  and  gravel  business  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Halliday,  a 
veteran  of  World  War  I,  is  active  in  veterans 
and  civic  aflairs  at  Cairo  and  in  Alexander 
County  as  a  whole. 

Born  at  Centralia,  in  Marion  County,  on 
August  13,  1885,  Mr.  Halliday  is  the  youngest 
of  the  two  children  of  William  Remington  and 
Frances  (Rexford)  Halliday,  and  the  grand- 
son of  Samuel  Halliday,  a  native  of  Ohio  who 
settled  in  Cairo  before  the  Civil  War  and  be- 
came cashier  of  the  City  National  Bank  of 
Cairo.  William  Remington  Halliday,  also  born 
at  Cairo,  was  in  the  contracting  business  for 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
H.  H.  Halliday  Sand  Company.  Frances  Rex- 
ford Halliday,  born  in  Northern  Illinois,  was 
a  member  of  a  family  which  came  to  this 
State  from  New  York  State,  where  her  father 
was  a  hotel  keeper.  Norman  Halliday  has  a 
sister,  Mrs.  Jule  Severns. 

Mr.  Halliday  was  educated  in  Cairo's  pub- 
lic schools,  being  graduated  from  the  Cairo 
High  School  in  1903,  when  he  was  eighteen. 
That  year  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  City  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Cairo  but  soon  after  went  to 
Parma,  Idaho,  where  he  worked  for  a  time  for 
the  Parma  Bank.  In  1906,  he  returned  to 
Cairo  and  re-entered  the  employ  of  the  City 
National  Bank,  taking  charge  of  the  records 
of  loans  and  the  foreign  exchange  department 
and    remaining    until    1910.    In    that    year   he 


went  to  work  as  an  assistant  to  his  father 
at  the  H.  H.  Halliday  Sand  Company.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  made  a  partner  and  today 
he  is  co-owner  and  general  manager.  In  busi- 
ness nearly  six  decades,  the  H.  H.  Halliday 
Sand  Company  produces  sand  and  gravel  by 
dredging  the  Ohio  River.  It  sells  its  products 
in  all  sections  of  Southern  Illinois  and  em- 
ploys thirty  persons. 

Norman  Halliday  and  Laura  Clendenen,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  C.  Clendenen, 
the  former  a  one-time  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Cairo,  were  married  in  that  city 
on  March  22,  1920.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halliday 
have  one  son,  Norman  Remington  Halliday, 
Jr.,  who  was  born  on  February  7,  1923,  and 
who,  in  1949,  was  graduated  from  North- 
western University,  Evanston. 

The  senior  Mr.  Halliday  served  as  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  Army  Quartermaster  Corps  in 
World  War  I.  He  was  in  charge  of  transport 
work  at  Brest,  France,  for  a  time.  Today  he  is 
active  in  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  and 
also  in  the  Cairo  Association  of  Commerce, 
the  Cairo  Lodges  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  the  Egyptian 
Country  Club.  He  is  a  former  member  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Cairo.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  At  one  time  Mr.  Halliday  was  fond 
of  hunting  and  golf.  Today  he  finds  recreation 
in  his  business  and  homelife.  He  is  a  former 
director  of  the  National  Sand  and  Gravel 
Association  and  is  also  active  in  the  Illinois 
Sand  and  Gravel  Association.  His  activities 
have  done  much  to  forward  progress  in  South- 
ern Illinois. 

HON.  GEORGE  ANDREW  KIZER 

Throughout  his  life  the  Honorable  George 
Andrew  Kizer  so  conducted  himself  as  to 
leave  his  impress  upon  his  native  Illinois  and 
to  be  an  inspiration  for  men  of  later  gener- 
ations. A  leader  in  business  life  at  Mattoon, 
he  was  also  an  important  figure  in  political 
and  public  affairs,  playing  an  outstanding  role 
in  Coles  County  and  State  of  Illinois  Demo- 
cratic circles  and  serving  Mattoon  as  first 
alderman  and  then  Mayor.  Among  his  busi- 
ness interests  were  the  wholesale  liquor  con- 
cern known  as  George  A.  Kizer  Company  of 
Mattoon  and  the  Mattoon  Theater.  Since  his 
death  in  1935,  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Zeniar  Kizer 
Edwards,  has  carried  on  these  enterprises  and 
the  Kizer  traditions  in  general,  and  has  her- 
self assumed  a  position  of  importance  in  the 
community. 

George  Andrew  Kizer  was  born  in   Chris- 
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tian  County,  Illinois,  on  July  9,  1871,  the 
son  of  Dyal  Worth  and  Mary  (Tabor)  Kizer 
who  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Indiana, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sara  Ta- 
bor. His  father,  also  a  native  of  Christian 
County,  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
at  an  early  age.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  a  prominent  farmer  and  landowner  of 
Christian  County,  Illinois.  His  paternal  grand- 
mother was  Sara  Davis  Kizer  of  the  pioneer 
Davis  family  of  Sangamon  County,  who  were 
prominent  bankers  of  Springfield,  Illinois.  His 
uncle  was  Pierce  Kizer  of  Mechanicsburg,  a 
lawyer  and  member  of  the  Illinois  State  Leg- 
islature. George  Andrew  Kizer  had  two  broth- 
ers— David   and   John   Kizer. 

Mr.  Kizer  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Christian  County.  In  early  life  he  farmed. 
Then,  after  moving  into  Mattoon,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  brokerage  business  in  that 
city  and  in  Decatur.  This  began  about  1895. 
From  1907  to  1912  Mr.  Kizer  was  in  the  li- 
quor business  at  Mattoon,  but  this  he  left  to 
enter  the  real  estate  business,  also  in  Mat- 
toon. He  remained  in  the  real  estate  field 
until  1914,  when  he  turned  to  the  automobile 
business,  which  he  operated  while  also  looking 
after  his  farming  interests.  He  had  automo- 
bile agencies  in  Mattoon,  Charleston,  Areola 
and  Sullivan.  In  1931,  Mr.  Kizer  retired, 
only  to  return  to  activity  in  1933  by  start- 
ing the  present  wholesale  liquor  house  of 
George  A.   Kizer  Company  of  Mattoon. 

On  August  7,  1894,  Mr.  Kizer  married  Nan- 
cy Margaret  Galloway,  daughter  of  John  and 
Julia  (Bland)  Galloway  of  Mattoon.  Her  par- 
ents came  from  Madison  County,  Kentucky. 
Three  children  were  born  to  the  marriage. 
One,  a  daughter,  died  in  infancy.  The  son 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve.  Of  the  three  chil- 
dren, Zeniar  Kizer  Edwards  survives.  A  grad- 
uate of  Mattoon  elementary  and  high  schools, 
Mrs.  Edwards  attended  Ward-Belmont  Junior 
College  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  for  two  years 
and  then  completed  her  education  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois,  which  awarded  her  the 
degiee  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  She  was  elected 
to  Alpha  Xi  Delta  Sorority.  In  1924  she  mar- 
ried Dr.  Donald  Hall  Edwards  of  Berea,  Ken- 
tucky. He  died  in  1929.  Mrs.  Edwards  be- 
came associted  with  her  father  in  all  his 
business  enterprises  immediately  after  com- 
pleting   her    education. 

Mr.  Kizer,  who  was  active  in  all  civic  en- 
terprises, served  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Mattoon  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks;  the  Mattoon  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias;  the  Mattoon  Lodge,  Loyal 


Order  of  Moose,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen. 
He  built  and  named  the  Mattoon  Theater.  He 
contributed  generously  toward  all  local  en- 
terprises. 

For  years  a  prominent  figure  in  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  Mr.  Kizer  served  as  its  chairman 
in  Coles  County  for  eight  terms  and  was  on 
the  State  Central  Committee  from  Ward  7 
for  thirty-eight  years.  He  served  as  alder- 
man for  six  terms  and  as  Mayor  of  Mattoon 
from  May  1,  1921,  to  May  1,  1923.  He  wor- 
shiped in  the  Congregational  Church.  His 
death  occurred  on  May  30,  1935,  and  he  was 
buried  at  Dodge  Grove  Cemetery  in  Mattoon. 
Since  then  his  daughter  has  carried  on  his 
interests. 

With  each  passing  year  the  community  be- 
comes more  intensely  aware  of  the  contribu- 
tion this  great  citizen  made  to  its  continued 
growth  and  well-being,  a  contribution  that 
is  being  continued  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards. 

FREDERICK  WEBSTER  WHITE 

In  the  year  1936  Frederick  Webster  White 
was  chosen  Mattoon  Citizen  No.  1  by  the 
American  Business  Club.  But  though  Mr. 
White  was  singled  out  for  one  year,  he  has 
been  an  outstanding  citizen  of  Mattoon  for 
years  before  1936  and  every  year  since  then. 
He  is  the  owner  and  operator  of  a  plumb- 
ing contracting  business  he  operates  under  the 
firm  name,  of  Fred  White,  in  Mattoon.  He 
is  associated  with  the  National  Bank  of  Mat- 
toon and  at  various  times  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the 
Mattoon  Water  Department  and  headed  va- 
rious civic  and  other  organizations.  He  is  a 
veteran    of   the   Spanish-American    War. 

Mr.  White  was  born  in  Saginaw,  Michigan, 
on  July  20,  1880,  the  son  of  Thomas  Crowell 
and  Agnes  (Maxwell)  White.  His  father  born 
in  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  in  1846,  died  at 
Charleston,  seat  of  Coles  County,  in  1921. 
Mrs.  Agnes  White,  born  in  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land, in  1854,  died  in  Charleston  in  1935. 
Frederick  White  began  his  education  in  the 
grade  schools  of  Negaunee,  Michigan,  in  1887 
and  completed  the  eighth  grade  in  1894. 

On  his  sixteenth  birthday  in  1896,  he  be- 
gan learning  the  plumber's  trade  with  Tux- 
horn  Brothers  of  Edwardsville,  in  Madison 
County,  Illinois.  Seven  years  later,  he  bought 
the  H.  Reasor  and  Son  plumbing  shop  in 
Charleston.  This  he  sold  in  1906.  He  then 
worked  for  the  W.  S.  Heater  Company  of 
Detroit  from  1906  to  1910,  and  in  the  latter 
year    bought    Mr.    Berthold's    interest    in    the 
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firm  of  Berthold  and  Hanson,  plumbing  con- 
tractors, located  at  116  North  16th  Street, 
Mattoon,  Illinois.  At  that  time  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  White  and  Hanson.  In  1918 
Mr.  White  bought  out  his  partner's  interest 
and  gave  the  firm  his  own  name,  Fred  White. 
Until  the  United  States  entered  World  War 
II,  he  operated  branch  shops  in  Effingham, 
Decatur  and  Charleston.  He  has  handled  some 
of  the  biggest  plumbing  contracts  in  Central 
Illinois. 

Mr.  White  married  Cora  Belle  Henley, 
daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Henley,  in 
Charleston,  Illinois.  Born  in  the  region  south 
of  Areola  on  December  12,  1877,  Mrs.  Whito 
died  in  Mattoon  on  October  17,  1946.  She 
was  active  in  civic  and  church  affairs,  serving 
at  one  time  as  president  of  the  Parent-Teach- 
er Association  of  the  Lowell  District  in  Mat- 
toon and  as  a  director  of  the  Christian  Science 
Church  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White 
became  the  parents  of  two  children,  Dorothy 
Belle  and  Fred  Henley  White.  Dorothy  Belle 
White,  born  on  November  24,  1905,  married 
J.  Logan  Gover  in  1932,  and  is  the  mother  of 
James  White  Gover,  born  November  7,  1932; 
Jean  Gover,  born  April  7,  1934;  Sara  Gover, 
born  April  9,   1936;  Ann  Gover,   born  March 

10,  1942;   Thomas  Andrew  Gover,   born  May 

11,  1944,  and  Mary  Gover,  born  December  4, 
1948.  Fred  Henley  White  was  born  in  Mat- 
toon on  December  15,  1911.  He  married 
Pauline  Lanter  on  December  15,  1939,  and 
they  have  the  following  children:  Fred  Stuart 
White,  born  September  15,  1940;  Paul  Josenh 
White,  born  July  3,  1945,  and  Philip  Lanter 
White,  born  July  3,  1945.  All  of  Mr.  White'* 
grandchildren  were  born  in  Mattoon. 

Mr.  White  has  been  on  the  Water  Depart- 
ment board  several  different  times.  He  wa« 
president  of  the  Mattoon  Association  of  Com- 
merce and  of  the  Mattoon  Country  Club,  and 
his  civic  achievements  brought  him  the  award 
as  Mattoon's  Citizen  No.  1  for  the  year  1931. 
He  served  in  the  United  States  Army  from 
July  11,  1898  to  February  28,  1899.  He 
served  in  a  siege  battery  at  Tampa,  Florida. 
He  is  also  a  Christian  Scientist.  Golf  has 
been  Mr.  White's  leading  recreation.  He  made 
a  hole  in  one  in  1943  and  in  1947  and  was 
club  champion  in  1941  and  1947.  He  tied 
the  course  record  by  a  score  of  31.  The  rec- 
ord is  shared  by  three  other  players  and  has 
not  been  lowered  in  twenty-eight  years. 

Mr.  White's  service  to  his  community  con- 
tinues to   be   of   distinguished   character. 


TRUMAN  JIDSON  SANNER 

Truman  Judson  Sanner  of  Mattoon  has  cre- 
ated an  enviable  position  for  himself  in  the 
regard  that  the  citizens  of  his  adopted  city 
hold  for  him.  He  has  done  this  through  civic 
activity  and  leadership  that  has  brought  him 
in  direct  contact  with  a  large  percentage  of 
the  people  of  Mattoon. 

Mr.  Sanner  is  a  native  of  Decatur,  his  birth 
having  occcurred  on  May  26th,  1914.  His 
father,  Truman  Quintus  Sanner  was  born  in 
Shelby  County,  Illinois,  and  became  a  farmer 
and  land  owner.  His  mother  was  Bernice  Ann 
(Jones)  Sanner,  the  daughter  of  John  W., 
and  Catharine  A.  Jones.  His  elementary  edu- 
cation was  secured  in  the  public  grade  and 
high  school  of  Mt.  Zion,  Illinois,  and  he  took 
extension  work  from  Eastern  Illinois  Teach- 
ers College  in  1940  and  from  the  University 
of  Illinois  in  1941.  He  became  a  resident  stu- 
dent at  James  Millikin  University,  where  he 
majored  in  economics  and  business  adminis- 
tration, receiving  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
in    1941. 

Even  before  he  had  completed  his  formal 
education,  Mr.  Sanner  began  his  business 
career  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Mattoon  Baking 
Company  on  February  6,  1938.  He  has  con- 
tinued that  association  since  that  time  and 
is  now  office  manager  for  the  same  concern. 
At  the  same  time  he  is  employed  by  the  Vic- 
tor Drilling  Company  as  an  accountant  and 
does  other  outside  tax  assistance  work.  He  is 
recognized  as  an  authority  on  complicated  tax 
matters  and  keeps  constantly  informed  on 
new  laws  dealing  with  local,  state  and  national 
taxes. 

Possessing  a  keen  interest  and  definite  talent 
for  music,  Mr.  Sanner  became  a  violinist  with 
the  Millikin  Civic  Symphony  Orchestra  while 
a  student,  1934-38.  This  interest  has  continued 
and  he  later  became  treasurer  of  the  Mattoon 
Civic  Music  Association  and  a  member  of  the 
choir  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  has  also 
served  as  secretary  of  the  Mattoon  Park 
Board,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Mattoon  Rec- 
reational Board.  He  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Mattoon  Lions  Club  and,  having  served  as 
its  treasurer  and  vice  president,  is  now  presi- 
dent of  that  club. 

On  February  17,  1946,  Mr.  Sanner  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Juanita  Elaine  Martin,  in  the 
First  Christian  Church  of  Mattoon.  Mrs.  San- 
ner is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Ernest 
Martin  and  Mrs.  Alma  Martin.  The  Sanners 
have  two  children:  Judith  Ann,  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1947,  and  Susan  Elaine,  born  June 
29,  1949. 


ILLINOIS 


EDITION 


453 


Mr.  Sanner  derives  his  greatest  enjoyment 
from  his  public  activities  which  enter  in  park 
administration  and  development  and  in  music, 
in  both  of  which  he  renders  a  district  sevrice 
to  his  community.  He  is  of  medium  build, 
standing-  five  feet  and  seven  inches  and  weigh- 
ing one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds.  He  is  fair 
of  complexion  and  has  blue  eyes  and  light 
brown  hair.  He  is  even  tempered,  steady  and 
congenial,  all  of  which  make  a  man  that  it  is 
a  pleasure  to  know. 

HARRY  ARTHUR  MITCHELL 

In  the  State  of  Illinois  there  are  about 
two  million  automobiles  and  about  300,000 
trucks  officially  registered  with  the  Automo- 
bile Department  of  the  Office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  at  Springfield.  Of  this  number 
of  vehicles  Harry  Arthur  Mitchell  has,  in  the 
course  of  his  career,  supplied  thousands — 
either  as  a  salesman  and  executive  employed 
by  others  or  as  a  used  or  new  car  dealer.  In 
such  a  career  it  is  natural  that  Mr.  Mitchell, 
whose  career  for  years  has  been  centered  at 
Peoria,  should  be  well-known  throughout  his 
native  state.  He  is  also  a  leading  citizen  of 
Peoria.  His  firm  is  Mitchell  and  Cassell,  Inc., 
with  offices  and  salesrooms  and  service  shops 
at  1601  Main  Street,  Peoria — Dodge  and  Ply- 
mouth dealers  and  wholesale  distributors  of 
Chrysler  motor  parts. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  born  at  Dallas  City  on 
the  Mississippi,  on  February  18,  1892,  the  son 
of  Daniel  and  Ibbie  (Lofton)  Mitchell,  both 
also  natives  of  that  community.  His  father,  a 
carpenter,  died  in  1913,  his  mother  in  1932. 
Mr.  Mitchell  was  educated  in  Dallas  City's 
primary  and  high  schools  and  took  his  first 
job  with  the  L.  Burg  Carriage  Company  there, 
working  for  that  firm  from  1911  to  1913,  and 
he  is  thus  one  of  the  few  "old  timers"  in  the 
automobile  business  whose  careers  have  been 
in  both  the  horse-drawn  and  the  horseless  car- 
riage field.  After  he  left  the  carriage  com- 
pany, he  was  with  Dorch  and  Dietrick's  Ga- 
rage, automobile  dealers  and  mechanics,  also 
at  Dallas  City.  Soon  after  the  United  States 
became  involved  in  World  War  I,  Mr.  Mit- 
chell left  his  job  to  enter  the  military  service. 


He  was  overseas  with  the  302nd  Water  Tank 
Train  and  rose  to  a  sergeancy.  Discharged 
on  September  11,  1919,  he  resumed  civilian 
life  as  a  salesman  for  the  Burroughs  Adding 
Machine  Company  at  Peoria,  a  firm  by  which 
he  was  employed  from  1919  to  1921.  From 
1921  to  1923  he  was  with  C.  W.  Frey  and 
Sons,  Studebaker  dealers  at  Bloomington,  as 
sales  manager  and  from  1923  to  1926  he  held 
a  similar  post  with  the  Davis  Motor  Company 
of  Galesburg,  also  a  Studebaker  agency.  In 
1926  he  returned  to  Peoria  to  assume  the  of- 
fice of  general  manager  of  the  Illinois  Valley 
Motors,  Inc.,  dealers  in  Nash  and  Durant  au- 
tomobiles, with  which  he  remained  until  1931. 
The  following  year  he  went  into  the  used 
car  business  for  himself  at  Peoria,  a  business 
he  gave  up  in  1933  to  take  over  the  used 
car  lot  of  Kinsey-Rutherford,  Dodge  agency, 
Peoria,  as  manager.  From  1935  to  1936  Mr. 
Mitchell  was  sales  manager  for  the  P.  A. 
Singer  Motor  Company,  Chrysler  dealers,  and 
from  1937  to  1938  he  was  general  manager 
of  the  Joseph  Fisher  Motor  Company.  In 
1939,  he  organized  Mitchell  and  Cassell,  Inc., 
and  this  firm  he  has  since  guided  to  its  pres- 
ent great  success.  As  Chrysler  motor  parts 
distributor,  the  firm  is  active  in  twenty-eight 
Illinois  counties.  It  also  does  a  large  business 
in  Dcdge  and  Plymouth  automobiles  and 
Dodge  "job  rated"  trucks.  It  employs  ninety- 
seven   persons. 

Mr.  Mitchell  married  Margaret  Sheahan  of 
Galesburg  on  October  1,  1925,  and  they  have 
a  son,  Daniel  Sheahan  Mitchell,  who  was  born 
on  January  31,  1945.  The  family  home  is  at 
107  South  Maplewood  Avenue,  Peoria. 

Active  in  all  phases  of  community  life,  Mr. 
Mitchell  is  a  member  of  the  Peoria  Associa- 
tion of  Commerce,  the  Illinois  State  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  the  Automobile  Old  Tim- 
ers Club,  the  Bradley  Boosters  Club,  the 
American  Legion,  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  the  Creve  Coeur  Club 
and  the  Mount  Hawley  Country  Club.  Hunt- 
ing and  golf  are  his  favorite  sports.  The  en- 
tire Central  Illinois  area  recognizes  him  as 
one  of  the  leading  figures  in  the  promotion 
of  state  prosperity  and  welfare. 
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BUSH  BROTHERS,  WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

A  firm  that  began  so  small  that  its  found- 
ers kept  the  stock  in  the  basement  of  their 
joint  home  and  followed  the  "peddling"  meth- 
od of  selling  and  distributing,  Bush  Brothers, 
the  wholesalers  of  candy,  fountain  supplies, 
school  supplies,  janitor  supplies,  paper  and 
paper  specialities  at  Champaign,  now  repre- 
sents a  consolidation  of  several  enterprises 
and  does  a  business  in  an  area  running  about 
forty-five  miles  from  Champaign  and  also 
within  a  similar  radius  of  the  city  of  Lafay- 
ette, Indiana.  It  is  a  membership  of  the  bro- 
thers Henry  C.  Bush  and  John  W.  Bush, 
the  founders,  with  Robert  J.  Bush,  another 
brother,   also   associated. 

On  February  13,  1931,  Henry  Charles  Bush, 
who  had  had  some  experience  as  a  salesman 
and  previously  a  delivery  man  in  the  candy 
business,  left  his  Lafayette  job  to  survey  the 
Champaign  scene  as  the  possible  location  of 
a  business  of  his  own.  The  following  April 
2  4,  his  brother  John,  resigning  a  research 
chemist's  job  with  the  duPont  interests  in 
New  York  State,  joined  him.  That  there  was 
a  depression  did  not  daunt  the  brothers.  They 
bought  a  truck  and  an  automobile  and  were 
in  business.  In  the  first  year  of  operations 
they  sold  and  delivered  everything  from  car 
or  truck,  and  candy  was  the  chief  item  of 
merchandise.  In  the  summer  of  1932  a  second 
truck  was  added.  The  depression  was  worse 
by  that  time,  but  by  selling  largely  for  cash 
and  keeping  expenses  down  the  business  was 
able  to  grow  slowly  and  was  never  threatened 
with   insolvency. 

In  1934  the  third  brother,  Robert  J.  Bush, 
became  a  member  of  the  partnership.  A  third 
truck  was  purchased  and  all  three  brothers 
sold  merchandise  and  delivered  as  they  sold. 
In  the  first  year  H.  C.  and  J.  W.  Bush  lived 
ar  1110  West  Williams  Street,  in  Champaign, 
and  maintained  the  stock  in  the  basement. 
In  1932,  they  moved  their  business  to  a  two- 
story  house  at  602  West  Healey  Street,  mak- 
ing their  home  in  the  upper  sections  and  still 
keeping  the  merchandise  in  the  basement.  In 
1936,  they  rented  their  present  warehouse  at 
6  4  Chester  Street  and  hired  an  office  secre- 
tary and  part-time  delivery  man.  In  1938 
they  purchased  this  building  and  continued 
to    expand. 

In  the  first  seven  years  Bush  Brothers 
primarily  sold  candy  and  fountain  supplies, 
but  in  1938  the  firm  began  to  add  a  few  paper 
items  and  at  the  same  time  began  to  change 
over   from   the   "peddler"   type   of   selling   to 


the  method  of  a  salesman  making  the  sales, 
with  a  delivery  the  following  day  by  truck. 
During  these  years  the  firm  worked  Cham- 
paign and  Urbana  and  the  surrounding  small 
towns  within  a  radius  of  thirty  miles.  In  1939 
the  first  salesman,  assigned  chiefly  to  paper 
sales,  was  hired,  and  the  territory  was  ex- 
tended to  Bloomington,  Decatur,  Mattoon, 
Paris  and  even  Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  In  1941 
the  brothers  bought  the  University  Candy 
Company  and  in  1942  the  General  Supply 
Company,  a  janitor  supply  house,  and  in 
the  following  years  the  firm  expanded  greatly 
in  janitor  supplies,  school  supplies  and  wrap- 
ping paper  and  bags  of  all  kinds.  In  1944 
the  firm  acquired  the  Midstate  Janitor  Sup- 
ply Company  and  continued  to  add  salesmen 
and  office  help. 

In  the  Spring  of  1943  Robert  Bush  took  a 
two-year  leave  of  absence  to  return  to  his 
native  area,  near  Lafayette,  Indiana.  At  the 
end  of  that  period  his  interest  was  bought  by 
the  other  two  brothers.  But  in  1947  Robert 
Bush  returned  to  the  firm  as  its  representa- 
tive in  the  Lafayette  area,  and  he  has  since 
developed  a  large  business  within  a  thirty- 
mile  radius  of  that  city.  In  the  meantime, 
in  19  38,  the  firm  name  had  been  changed 
from  its  original  Bush  Candy  Company  to 
Bush    Brothers. 

The  firm  now  employs  twelve  full-time  and 
two  part-time  workers,  besides  the  two  part- 
ners. The  brothers  continue  to  add  to  their 
line — they  now  handle  about  fifteen  hundred 
items — and,  they  affirm,  have  a  strong  faith 
in  the  future. 

HENRY  CHARLES  BUSH 

One  of  the  large  wholesale  concerns  in  the 
Illinois-Indiana  area  is  Bush  Bros,  of  Cham- 
paign, distributors  of  candy,  fountain,  school 
and  janitor  supplies  and  paper  and  paper 
specialities.  This  firm  really  began  when 
Henry  Charles  Bush,  after  some  experience 
in  the  candy  business  in  his  native  Indiana, 
began  to  sell  candy  on  his  own  in  Champaign 
in  1931.  Out  of  that  brief  solitary  experience 
came  a  partnership  with  his  brother  John 
William  Bush  and  the  formation  of  the  Bush 
Candy  Company.  For  a  time  another  brother, 
Robert  James  Bush,  was  also  a  partner,  but 
he  is  now  the  company's  representative  at 
Lafayette,  Indiana.  Henry  C.  Bush  is  not  only 
active  in  Bush  Bros.,  but  also  in  the  commun- 
ity. He  is  interested  in  work  for  young 
people  and  in  the  activities  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  as  well  as  in  railroading, 
which   is   his   avocation. 
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Born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  near  the 
county  seat,  Lafayette,  Indiana,  on  November 
28,  1902,  Henry  Charles  Bush  is  the  son  of 
William  Henry  and  Tessie  (Zondervan)  Bush. 
His  father,  a  farmer  born  in  The  Netherlands, 
settled  with  his  parents  in  Tippecanoe 
County  when  he  was  ten  years  old.  He  re- 
tired in  1944  and  died  in  February,  194S, 
aged  sixty-nine.  The  mother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Nellie  Zondervan. 

Henry  C.  Bush's  education  was  not  as  ex- 
tensive as  his  brothers',  at  least  in  its  formal 
phase,  but  he  has  given  himself  considerable 
education  of  a  less  formal  nature.  He  went 
through  grade  school,  meantime  working  on 
the  family  farm.  He  withdrew  from  school 
to  continue  on  the  farm.  Later,  however, 
he  took  a  job  as  a  delivery  man  for  The 
Smith  Candy  Company  of  Lafayette.  Within 
a  few  months,  he  was  working  as  a  salesman 
for  this  company. 

The  experience  he  gained  with  the  Smith 
company  gave  Mr.  Bush  the  knowledge  and 
confidence  he  needed  to  go  into  business  on 
his  own.  To  do  so,  he  moved  to  Champaign 
on  February  13,  1931.  On  April  24,  1931, 
his  brother  John  joined  him,  and  the  Bush 
Candy  Company  was  born.  The  story  of  the 
progress  of  this  company  and  its  change  of 
name  to  Bush  Brothers  and  its  ever-expand- 
ing program  is  told  on  other  pages  of  this 
Illinois  history,  as  are  also  the  life  stories 
of  Mr.  Bush's  brothers.  Through  his  activities 
as  a  business  man,  Mr.  Bush  has  become  an 
outstanding  citizen  of  the  Illinois-Indiana 
area. 

He  married  Virgie  Waddell,  the  daughter 
of  Harry  and  Harriet  Waddell,  in  Indiana  in 
1925.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  Ilene 
Mae  Bush,  who  was  born  on  May  19,  192  9, 
and  William  Harry  Bush,  who  was  born  on 
September  26,  1932,  and  make  their  home  at 
1214  West  Park  Street,  in  Champaign.  Mr. 
Bush's  business  address  is  6  4  Chester  St. 
Champaign. 

Mr.  Bush's  work  in  the  community  has 
brought  him  election  to  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  McKinley  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  and  ordination  as  an  elder 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Cham- 
paign. He  has  been  head  usher  at  the  church 
since  1945  and  for  several  years  he  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  School.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican and  railroading — both  in  the  form 
of  models  and  the  "real  thing"- — is  his  hobby. 
He  not  only  maintains  an  elaborate  model 
railroad  system  in  his  home  but  actually 
works  on  the  Illinois  Central.    During  World 


War  II  he  realized  a  lifelong  ambition  to  be 
a  fireman  on  that  line,  out  of  Champaign,  in 
the  Champaign  District.  He  belongs  to  the 
National  Model  Railroad  Association,  Inc.  and 
the  Illini  Railroad  Club.  Those  who  know 
him  best  describe  this  tall  graying  man  as  the 
executive  type  with  exceptional  abilities  and 
a  warm  personality. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  BUSH 

The  192  9-1939  depression  was  in  its  second 
year  and  rapidly  getting  worse  when,  in  19  31,, 
John  William  Bush,  a  research  chemist,  left 
a  good  position  in  New  York  to  come  to  Illi- 
nois and  join  his  brother  in  the  founding  of 
a  wholesale  candy  business.  He  has  never 
regretted  this  move,  for,  with  hard  work  and 
the  application  of  some  good  sound  American 
principles,  he  is  a  partner  in  a  large,  success- 
ful and  ever-expanding  enterprise,  the  whole- 
sale distributing  firm  of  Bush  Bros,  at  64 
Chester  Street,  Champaign.  He  is  also  promi- 
nent in  church  and  veterans'  affairs  in  that 
community,  and  is  a  veteran  of  World  War 
II. 

John  William  Bush  was  born  on  February 
13,  1907,  at  Brookston,  White  County,  Indi- 
ana. His  parents  were  William  Henry  and 
Tessie  (Zondervan)  Bush,  the  latter  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Nellie  Zondervan.  William 
Henry  Bush,  a  native  of  The  Netherlands, 
came  to  the  United  States  when  ten  years  old 
in  the  company  of  his  parents.  The  family 
settled  near  Lafayette,  Indiana.  William 
Bush  farmed  all  his  life  and  after  a  modestly 
successful  career  retired  in  1944.  He  died  in 
February,    1948,    at    the    age    of    sixty-nine. 

John  W.  Bush  was  graduated  from  the 
Montmorenci  High  School,  in  Indiana,  in 
192  5.  An  honor  student  throughout  the  four 
years  of  his  high  school  career,  he  was  the 
county  oratorical  winner  the  year  of  his 
graduation.  From  1925  to  1929  he  was  at  the 
University  of  Indiana  in  Bloomington,  and  in 
1929  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
Chemistry.  Again  he  was  high  in  scholarship, 
as  well  as  active  on  the  campus,  though  he 
found  it  necessary  to  work  his  way  through 
college.  He  was  elected  to  Sigma  Pi  Fra- 
ternity. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  university 
Mr.  Bush  became  a  research  chemist  with 
the  E.  I.  duPont  deNemours  Company,  in  its 
Fabrikoid  Division  at  Newburgh,  New  York. 
On  April  24,  1931,  having  resigned  his  duPont 
position,  Mr.  Bush  was  in  Champaign,  where 
he  joined  his  brother,  Henry  Charles  Bush, 
in    forming    what    was    then    called    the    Bush 
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Candy  Company,  a  wholesale  concern.  As 
told  in  the  story  of  Bush  Bros.,  that  firm's 
present  name,  in  this  Illinois  history,  the 
husiness  began  modestly  and  grew  to  its 
present  great  proportions.  For  a  time  another 
brother,  Robert  J.  Bush,  was  also  a  partner, 
but  he  is  today  the  company's  representative 
at  Lafayette,  Indiana.  Robert  and  Henry 
Bush  are  also  subjects  of  separate  biogra- 
phies  appearing   elsewhere   in   this   history. 

On  August  2  4,  1932,  John  W.  Bush  married 
Catherine  Louise  Smith,  the  daughter  of 
Richard  J.  and  Alberta  Smith.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  at  Lafayette.  Mrs  Bush,  fol- 
lowing her  graduation  from  high  school  in 
192  6,  was  secretary  to  Professor  Wiley  of  the 
Purdue  University  Agricultural  Extension  De- 
partment. She  resigned  this  position  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage.  Her  interests  since 
then  have  primarily  been  that  of  housewife, 
but  she  has  also  been  active  in  Parent-Teach- 
er Association  work,  there  being  two  children 
in  the  family:  Stanley  John  Bush,  who  was 
born  on  August  2  9,  1933,  and  Mary  Lou 
Bush,  who  was  born  on  August  15,  1937, 
both  in  Champaign.  The  family  resides  at 
50  7    South   Lynn   Street,   Champaign. 

Mr.  Bush's  activities  in  the  American  Leg- 
ion and  Amvets  stems  from  his  service  in 
the  United  States  Army  in  World  War  II. 
This  service  was  from  April  20,  1944,  to 
November  7,  1944.  He  is  also  active  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Champaign,  of 
which  he  is  an  ordained  elder.  For  several 
years  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  Chris- 
tian Education  and  he  has  been  a  member 
and  chairman  of  the  church's  board  of 
trustees,  as  well  as  Sunday  School  teacher 
and  superintendent.  Mr  Bush  is  a  Republican. 
His  hobby  is  making  35-millimeter  Koda- 
chrome  slides.  Serious  by  nature,  he  has 
nevertheless  made  many  friends  in  the  Illi- 
nois-Indiana territory. 

ROBERT  JAMES  BUSH 

A  farmboy  and  farmer  the  first  twenty- 
two  years  of  his  life,  Robert  James  Bush  has 
since  1934,  with  the  exception  of  two  years, 
been  associated  with  Bush  Bros,  of  Cham- 
paign. This  firm,  wholesale  distributors  of 
candy,  fountain,  school  and  janitor  supplies 
and  paper  and  paper  specialities,  he  repre- 
sents in  Lafayette,  Indiana,  territory,  which 
he  developed  as  a  solo  operation.  He  is  one  of 
the  three  brothers  who  built  the  company 
from  a  candy  business  into  its  present  ex- 
panded form  in  which  it  handles  about  fifteen 
hundred  items  of  merchandise.    He  is  as  well 


known  in  Central  Illinois  as  in  his  native 
area,  the  western  portion  of  Indiana. 

The  son  of  William  Henry  and  Tessie 
(Zondervan)  Bush,  Robert  James  Bush  was 
born  on  the  family  farm  in  Tippecanoe 
County,  Indiana,  near  Lafayette,  on  July  9, 
1912.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Nellie  Zondervan  and  also  came  from 
Tippecanoe  County.  His  father  was  born  in 
The  Netherlands  and  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  parents  when  he  was 
ten  years  old,  the  family  settling  in  Tippe- 
canoe County.  William  Henry  Bush  was  a 
farmer  all  his  life.  He  retired  in  1944  and  in 
February,  19  48,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

Robert  J.  Bush  attended  the  elementary 
schools  and  high  school  in  his  native  region, 
graduating  from  the  latter  in  19  31.  In  his 
spare  time  through  the  school,  years  he  work- 
ed with  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  after 
leaving  high  school  he  gave  full  time  to  agri- 
cultural  pursuits  in   the   home   territory. 

By  19  34,  his  two  brothers,  Henry  C  Bush 
and  John  W.  Bush,  had  been  operating  what 
was  then  called  the  Bush  Candy  Company  in 
Champaign  for  three  years.  Robert  Bush  left 
the  family  farm  in  that  year  and  joined  them. 
His  partnership  caused  the  purchase  of  the 
firm's  third  truck.  In  193  8,  the  brothers 
changed  the  company's  name  to  Bush  Bros., 
because  they  were  no  longer  specializing  in 
candy  but  had  taken  on  numerous  other 
items. 

In  the  Spring  of  1943,  Robert  Bush  decided 
to  go  to  Lafayette  and  for  this  purpose  took 
a  two-year  leave  of  absence.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  his  brothers  bought  his  interest  in 
the  business.  But  after  various  other  types 
of  work  in  Indiana,  Mr.  Bush  "again  felt  the 
call  for  selling",  as  his  brother  John  put  it, 
and  since  1947  he  has  been  selling  for  Bush 
Bros,  in  and  around  Lafayette.  He  has  built 
the  business  there  for  a  radius  of  thirty  miles 
from  that  city,  and  has  therefore  had  much 
to  do  with  the  recent  expansion  of  the  con- 
cern. The  full  story  of  the  development  of 
Bush  Bros.,  and  the  stories  of  Mr.  Bush's 
two  brothers,  are  told  elsewhere  in  this  his- 
tory of  Illinois,  in  the  Library  of  American 
Lives. 

Robert  James  Bush  and  Pauline  Dieckman, 
daughter  of  Carl  and  Edna  Dieckman,  were 
married  in  Champaign,  Illinois,  on  July  31, 
1937.  Mr.  Bush's  home  address  is  Route  10, 
Lafayette,  Indiana;  his  business  address  is 
64    Chester  Street,   Champaign. 

He  is  a  Republican.  For  several  years  he 
taught    in    the    Sunday    School    of    the    First 
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Presbyterian  Church  of  Champaign.  Six  feet 
tall,  weighing  160  pounds,  with  brown  hair, 
Robert  J.  Bush  is  a  familiar  figure  in  the 
business  life  of  a  great  part  of  both  Illinois 
and  Indiana. 

THE  CHARLESTON  NATIONAL 
BANK 

As  a  result  of  the  great  depression  the  two 
banks  in  Charleston  were  liquidated. 

The  First  National  Bank,  chartered  in  1863 
closed  its  doors  March  7,  1930.  The  National 
Trust  Bank  was  reopened  for  only  limited 
banking  service  after  the  moratorium  of 
March  3,  1933,  and  was  placed  in  the  process 
of  liquidation.  This  left  Charleston  and  the 
East  side  of  the  county  with  no  banking 
facilities. 

A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  to  work  for  the  organization  of 
a  new  bank.  This  committee,  aided  by  other 
prominent  citizens  carried  through  the  sale 
of  stock  and  organization  of  The  Charleston 
National  Bank.  The  stock  was  sold  at  $12  5.00 
a  share  providing  a  capital  of  $100,000.00, 
a  surplus  of  $20,000.00  and  undivided  profits 
of  $5,000.00.  The  first  Board  of  Directors 
selected  by  the  incorporators,  and  approved 
by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  was  F. 
W.  Claar,  Palmer  Cox,  Lewis  S.  Linder,  W.  A. 
Panas,  Bruce  Rardin,  S.  E.  Thomas  and  Ed 
Whalen.  The  only  change  in  the  Board  since 
was  the  result  of  the  death  of  F.  W.  Claar  in 
May,  1946,  and  the  election  of  Charles  W. 
Reynolds  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

February  5,  1934,  the  Board  of  Directors 
elected  S.  E.  Thomas,  President;  Bruce 
Rardin,  Executive  Vice-President;  F.  W. 
Claar,  Vice-President  and  Cashier.  All  the 
officers  and  employees  had  served  either  in 
The  First  National,  or  National  Trust  Bank 
except  S.  E.  Thomas  who  was  head  of  the 
department  of  the  Social  Sciences  at  the 
Eastern  Illinois  State  Teachers  College  and 
teacher  of  Economics,  Money  and  Banking. 
On  January  9,  1940,  S.  E.  Thomas  was  elected 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  F.  W. 
Claar,  President,  and  Charles  W.  Reynolds, 
Cashier.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Claar  on  May 
17,  1946,  Charles  W.  Reynolds  was  elected 
President,  Ronald  Kink,  Cashier,  Lewis  Tav- 
lor  and  James  L.  Archer,  Assistant  Cashiers. 

The  Bank  opened  for  business  on  Febru- 
ary 26,  1934,  with  the  definite  policy  that  a 
bank  is  a  semi-public  institution  as  well  as  a 
private  corporation;  that  it  should  maintain 
a  sound  financial,  institution  at  all  times; 
that  it   care  for  the  reasonable  credit  needs 


of  its  community;  that  it  must  merit  the 
cordial  confidence  of  the  community.  How 
well  it  has  succeeded  can  be  best  illustarted 
by: 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  CONDI- 
TION AT  CLOSE  OF  BUSINESS  FEB- 
RUARY 26,  1934,  and  FEBRUARY  26, 
1949,  FIFTEENTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF 
THE  CHARLESTON  NATIONAL  BANK 
CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

February  2  6,  1934 

ASSETS 

Loans    and    Discounts $    43,521.49 

Banking    House 30,000.00 

Federal   Reserve    Bank    Stock 3,600.00 

Furniture   &  Fixtures 3,000.00 

Claims   &   Warrants 996.58 

U.  S.  Bonds 135,031,51 

Cash   and   Due   from   Banks 386,759.06 

5%     Redemption     Fund 10,000.00 

Other    Bonds 96,805.32 

$709,713.96 

LIABILITIES 

Capital   Stock $100,000.00 

Surplus    20,000.00 

Undivided  Profits 5,000.00 

Deposits 584,713.96 


$709,713.96 

February  2  6,  1949 

ASSETS 

Loans  and  Discounts $1,699,405.92 

Banking  House 1.00 

Federal    Reserve    Bank    Stock..  6,750.00 

Furniture    and    Fixtures 1.00 

Claims   &   Warrants 54,451.15 

U.  S.   Bonds 3,673,637.49 

Cash   and   Due   from   Banks 1,769,522.10 


$7,203,768.66 

LIABILITIES 

Capital    Stock $    100,000.00 

Surplus     125,000.00 

Undivided    Profits 147,119.16 

Deposits     6,831,603.01 

Other    Liabilities 46.49 


$7,203,768.66 


SIMEON  E.  THOMAS,  B.Ph.,  M.A. 

Since  1906  the  tall  resilent  figure  of  Simeon 
E.  Thomas  has  been  a  familiar  one  in  Coles 
County  and  its  seat,  the  city  of  Charleston. 
Mr.  Thomas,  who  for  thirty-six  years  was 
head  of  the  department  of  social  sciences  at 
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Eastern  Illinois  State  College  in  Charleston, 
has  a  wide  reputation  in  the  educational 
world.  Former  president  and  at  present 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Charleston  National  Bank,  he  is  equally 
known  in  the  financial  world.  He  is  a  man 
who  has  served  his  community  and  nation  in 
numerous  ways,  a  man  of  influence  in  many 
spheres    of    endeavor. 

Born  on  February  6,  18  72,  at  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  Simeon  E.  Thomas  is  the  son 
of  William  H.,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  Louisa 
J.  (Wilson)  Thomas,  a  native  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. William  H.  Thomas,  whose  family 
emigrated  from  Virginia  to  Ohio,  was  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith;  his  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  George  W.  Wilson  also  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  fought  in  the  Union  Army  in  the 
War  Between  the  States. 

The  educator-banker  lived  and  worked  for 
many  years  in  Iowa,  where  he  received  much 
of  his  education.  In  1898,  after  four  years 
of  study,  he  was  awarded  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy  at  Upper  Iowa  Uni- 
versity at  Fayette.  From  1899  to  1902  he 
was  on  the  faculty  as  well  as  a  graduate 
student  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  at 
Iowa  City.  There,  in  1902,  he  was  awarded 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  He  did  further 
graduate  work  at  Harvard  University,  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts,  from  1902  to  1904. 
He  returned  to  Iowa  from  Harvard,  and  in 
1905  and  1906  was  head  of  the  credit  de- 
partment of  The  Thomas  D.  Murphy  Com- 
pany at  Red  Oak.  He  then  came  to  Illinois, 
assuming  the  office  of  head  of  the  depart- 
ment of  social  sciences  at  Eastern  Illinois 
State  College  in  1906.  This  post  he  held  un- 
til his  retirement  from  teaching  in  1942. 

On  March  2  9,  1905,  at  Nora  Springs,  Iowa, 
Mr.  Thomas  married  Alice  Julia  Riche,  the 
daughter  of  Elmer  and  Marion  (Patterson) 
Riche.  Mrs.  Thomas,  who  is  well  known  in  mu- 
sical and  club  circles  in  Charleston,  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Faelton  School  of  Music  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  Class  of  1904.  In  addition  to 
being  a  housewife  and  mother  and  a  club 
leader,  she  has  been  a  piano  teacher.  For 
two  years  she  was  president  of  the  Charles- 
ton Club  of  the  Illinois  Federation  of  Wo- 
men's Clubs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  are  the 
parents  of  five  children — Virginia  Marion, 
the  wife  of  Douglas  I.  Robinson  and  mother 
of  Richard  Robinson;  Julia  Isabel,  the  wife 
of  George  A.  Jahant,  Captain,  United  States 
Marine  Corps,  Retired,  and  mother  of  Judith 
Jahant;  Louis  Edward  Thomas,  who  married 
Myrtle  Keyes  and  is  the  father  of  Lucin  and 


Karen  Thomas;  Lucile,  the  wife  of  Marvin  E. 
Schuetz  and  mother  of  Thomas  Raoul,  Eric 
and  Johanna  Schuetz;  and  Josephine,  the 
wife  of  Austen  Field.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simeon 
E.  Thomas  reside  at  8  22  Sixth  Street,  Charles- 
ton. 

Mr.  Thomas'  civic  activities  have  been  ex- 
tensive and  have  paralleled  his  career  at 
Eastern  Illinois  State  College.  He  became 
president  of  Charleston  National  Bank  in  19  34 
and  held  this  office  until  he  became  chairman 
of  the  board  in  1939.  He  was  secretary  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  Charleston  Hospital 
for  ten  years  and  in  the  World  War  II  period 
was  chairman  of  Board  No.  1,  Selective 
System,  in  Coles  County.  He  is  active  in  the 
American  Historical  Association  and  the 
Illinois  Educational  Association.  He  is  a 
Democrat  and  Presbyterian.  Six  feet  tall,  he 
weighs  190  pounds.  He  has  always  enjoyed 
good  health — and  hard  work,  he  reports.  He 
has  long  been  honored  in  Eastern  Illinois  for 
his  services  to  education,  civic  development, 
banking  and   culture. 

CHARLES  WILLIAM  REYNOLDS 

Charles  William  Reynolds  of  Charleston, 
seat  of  Coles  County,  may  be  called  a  "career 
banker."  He  obtained  his  first  banking  job 
two  days  before  he  finished  his  school  train- 
ing and  a  score  or  more  years  later,  he  is 
president  of  the  institution  in  which  he  made 
his  start — The  Charleston  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  born  in  Cowden,  Illinois, 
on  July  17,  1903,  the  son  of  Theron  Dudley 
and  Grace  Melinda  (Sellers)  Reynolds.  His 
father,  born  in  Cowden  on  September  2,  1882, 
has  been  a  merchant  and  salesman.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Cowden  on  December  9, 
1883,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  William 
and  Alice  (Reinhart)  Sellers.  Mr.  Reynolds 
attended  Cowden's  elementary  and  high 
schools  and  then  went  to  Sparks  Business 
College  at  Shelbyville. 

Two  days  before  finishing  business  college 
Mr.  Reynolds  obtained  the  position  of  clerk 
with  what  was  then  the  National  Trust  Bank 
of  Charleston.  In  1924,  a  year  later,  he  was 
made  bookkeeper  and  in  1926  was  promoted 
to  head  bookkeeper.  He  became  paying  and  re- 
ceiving teller  in  1930  and  assistant  cashier 
in  1931.  When  the  name  of  the  bank  was 
changed  to  The  Charleston  National  Bank  in 
1933,  he  was  appointed  cashier.  In  1936  he  was 
elected  to  his  present  office  as  president.  He 
also  serves  on  the  board  of  directors. 

On  July  17,  1927,  Mr.  Reynolds  married 
Mary  Davis,  daughter  of  George  I.  and  Flora 
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E.  (Tennery)  Davis.  Mrs.  Reynolds,  a  teacher 
before  her  marriage,  was  worthy  matron  of 
Sopha  Chapter,  102,  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  and  has  been  a  den  mother  in  the  Cub 
Scouts  and  a  leader  in  the  Girl  Scouts.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Reynolds  have  one  son,  Richard  Neal, 
born  February  9,  1931,  and  a  daughter,  Joyce 
Elizabeth,  born  April  21,  1932.  The  Reynolds 
home  is  at  1018  Ninth  Street,  Charleston. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  an  organizer  and  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Charleston, 
and  was  president  in  1936.  He  was  director  of 
the  Coles  County  Fair  Association  from  1935 
to  1949,  and  for  six  years  was  treasurer.  He 
has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Boosters  Club 
of  Eastern  State  College;  finance  commissioner 
under  the  commission  form  of  government ; 
member  of  the  Charleston  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; commissioner  in  the  Charleston  dis- 
trict, Boy  Scouts  of  America;  president  of 
the  Coles-Cumberland  Bankers  Association 
and  member  of  the  agricultural  committee, 
Illinois  Bankers  Association,  District  17.  Also 
he  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Masonry 
and  has  served  as  worshipful  master  of 
Charleston  Lodge,  No.  35,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  worthy  Patron,  Sopha 
Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 
He  has  been  chairman  of  finance,  financial 
chairman  of  mission,  and  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  First  Christian 
Church  of  Charleston.  A  Republican  leader, 
he  was  the  only  one  of  that  party  elected 
in  the  city  election  of  1937.  Horses,  dogs  and 
black  angus  cattle  are  his  hobby.  "Young  and 
old,  rich  and  poor,  seek  his  advice  and  he  in 
turn  humbly  seeks  theirs,"  writes  one  who 
knows  him  well,  "and  he  is  considerate  with 
all." 

BRUCE  RARDIN 

Rardin  is  a  name  of  Celtic  origin  which  has 
been  known  in  Coles  County  for  more  than  a 
century  and  it  was  the  family  of  this  name 
which  founded  the  community  of  Rardin  in 
that  county.  Bruce  Rardin,  member  of  this 
outstanding  family,  is  known  for  his  many 
activities  in  the  county,  chiefly  that  of  vice 
president,  trust  officer  and  director  of  the 
Charleston  National  Bank  at  Charleston,  the 
county  seat. 

Mr.  Rardin  was  born  at  Rardin  on  April 
28,  1888,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Lucy  Stone 
(Ryan)  Rardin,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Polly  Ann  (McCrory)  Ryan.  Sam- 
uel Rardin,  the  son  of  John  Hull  and  Malinda 
(Clark)     Rardin,    was    also    born     in     Coles 


County.  His  grandfather  was  the  Samuel  Rar- 
din who  established  the  family  name  in 
Coles  County,  arriving  there  in  1842.  This 
Samuel  Rardin  was,  in  turn,  the  son  of  John 
Rardin,  Jr.,  soldier  in  the  American  Revolu- 
tion who  participated  in  the  siege  of  Boston 
and  the  Battle  of  Cowpens.  John  Rardin,  Jr., 
was  the  son  of  John  Rardin,  who  came  to 
America  from  County  Cork,  Ireland,  about 
1735. 

Bruce  Rardin  completed  his  academic  edu- 
cation at  the  Eastern  Illinois  State  Normal 
School,  now  Eastern  Illinois  State  College,  in 
Charleston,  in  1910.  Later,  he  took  the  stand- 
ard courses  in  banking  at  the  Chicago  Chap- 
ter of  the  American  Institute  of  Banking. 

Mr.  Rardin  began  his  financial  career  in 
1911  when  he  was  made  cashier  of  the  Rar- 
din State  Bank  of  Rardin.  This  office  he  held 
until  1924.  Subsequently,  he  was  employed 
by  the  Champaign  National  Bank  of  Cham- 
paign and,  afterward,  by  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Harvey,  Illinois.  In  1933  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency as  Conservator  of  the  National  Trust 
Bank  of  Charleston.  This  was  in  the  depression 
period  following  the  now-celebrated  "bank 
holiday"  proclaimed  by  the  late  President 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt.  The  next  year  Mr. 
Rardin  helped  organize  the  Charleston  Na- 
tional Bank  of  which  he  became  a  vice  presi- 
dent and  member  of  the  board  of  directors. 
When  the  trust  department  was  organized, 
he  was  also  appointed  trust  officer.  As  must 
be  evident  from  this  record,  he  is  well  known 
in  banking  circles  in  a  far  greater  area  than 
Coles  County. 

Mr.  Rardin  and  Gertrude  Craig  O'Hair  of 
Bushton,  the  daughter  of  Harvey  Z.  and  Ida 
(Craig)  O'Hair,  were  married  in  that  Coles 
County  community  on  June  25,  1924.  Mrs. 
Rardin  is  a  member  of  the  Bushton  Christian 
Church  and  the  Charleston  Women's  Club. 
There  is  one  child,  a  daughter,  Florence  May 
Rardin  who  was  born  November  29,  1935.  The 
family  home  is  at  868  Eleventh  Street, 
Charleston. 

Mr.  Rardin  served  on  the  Coles  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  from  1920  to  1924. 
Having  been  in  the  United  States  Army  for 
nine  months  in  World  War  I,  he  is  active  in 
the  American  Legion.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  His  church  is  the 
Rardin  Presbyterian  of  Rardin.  In  politics  Mr. 
Rardin  is  a  Democrat. 

Member  of  a  family  so  long  known  for  its 
outstanding  service  to  Coles  County,  Bruce 
Rardin  maintains  the  tradition  extending  the 
service  to  other  areas  of  Illinois. 
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GEORGE  SEELY  JOHNSTON 

The  reputation  George  Seely  Johnston  en- 
joys in  the  fields  of  business,  sports,  music 
and  service  club  work  has  spread  from  his 
native  Champaign  County  to  all  parts  of  the 
state.  Operator  of  Johnston's  Sport  Shop  in 
Champaign,  Mr.  Johnston  is  a  leading  figure 
in  virtually  every  phase  of  life  in  that  city 
and  is  active  in  all  movements  aimed  at  the 
general    welfare. 

Born  in  Hensley  Township  on  May  2  5, 
19  03,  Mr.  Johnston  is  the  son  of  Harley  T. 
and  Clara  Roe  (Seely)  Johnston.  His  father, 
also  a  native  of  Hensley  Township,  is  a  re- 
tired farmer  with  agricultural  interests  in 
Canada,  now  active  in  his  son's  Champaign 
enterprise.  He  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
Colonel  Charles  Johnston  of  Haverhill,  Ne-.v 
Hampshire,  who  played  a  prominent  role  in 
the  American  Revolution.  George  Seely  Johns- 
ton was  educated  in  the  Pleasant  Ridge  Grade 
School  at  Staley,  the  Champaign  High  School 
and  at  the  University  of  Illinois.  He  holds 
the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree.  In  February, 
1926,  Mr.  Johnston  established  Johnston's 
Sport  Shop  at  2  9  Main  Street,  Champaign. 
The  enterprise  operates  in  two  phases:  a  re- 
tail business  dealing  in  equipment  for  every 
sport  and  a  wholesale  business  catering  to 
public  schools,  stores  and  Army  and  Navy 
camps,  with  special  emphasis  on  service  to 
post  exchanges.  The  store  has  grown  from 
a  small  beginning  to  one  of  the  outstanding 
factors  in  the  field  of  sports  in  Illinois. 

In  1946,  Mr.  Johnston  married  Jane  Cun- 
ningham, the  daughter  of  Scott  Green  and 
Jennie  May  (Payne)  Cunningham.  The  wed- 
ding took  place  in  the  Bismarck  Hotel,  Chi- 
cago. Mrs.  Johnston  is  former  acting  manager 
of  the  University  of  Illinois  Athletic  Associa- 
tion, as  well  as  former  president  of  Beta  Phi 
Chapter  of  Beta  Sigma  Phi.  She  has  also  been 
in  the  accounting  departments  of  the  State 
Farm  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Bloom- 
ington  and  the  Collegiate  Cap  and  Gown 
Company  of  Champaign,  and  ticket  manager 
for  the  Chicago  Rockets.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johns- 
ton have  two  children —  Janseely  Johnston, 
born  in  1947,  and  Herbert  Scott  Johnston, 
born  in  1948.  Their  home  is  at  609  South 
James    Street,    Champaign. 

Some  indication  of  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
Johnston  in  public  affairs  may  be  obtained  from 
a  list  of  positions  he  holds  or  has  held.  Now 
president  of  the  Roselawn  Cemetary  Associa- 
tion of  Champaign,  he  is  former  president 
and  secretary  of  the  Exchange  Club  of  Cham- 


paign and  former  State  Secretary  of  the  Illi- 
nois Exchange  Clubs.  Secretary  and  chair- 
man of  the  Champaign  Recreation  Commis- 
sion since  its  organization,  he  has  also  oc- 
cupied the  posts  of  president  of  the  Illinois- 
Indiana  Sporting  Goods  Association  and  presi- 
dent of  the  basketball,  softball  and  baseball 
independent  leagues  in  Champaign  and  Piatt 
Counties.  For  many  years  he  served  on  the 
Champaign  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America; 
on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  McKinley 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Cham- 
paign and  as  superintendent  of  the  Young 
People's  Department  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Champaign.  Other  organizations 
to  which  he  belongs  include  the  Champaign 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  the  Champaign  Lodge,  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose,  and  .Delta  Upsilon  Fraternity.  Fishing 
and  travel  are  his  chief  relaxations.  He  con- 
tinues his  activities  in  fields  promoting  the 
general  good  and  continues  to  earn  the  grati- 
tude of  the  public. 

FRANK  JOSEPH  SHOFF 

A  machinist  most  of  his  working  life,  Frank 
Joseph  Shoff  of  Peoria  has  made  his  success 
and  reputation  in  machine  work  and  general 
Light  manufacturing.  He  is  the  operating 
head  of  McBride  and  Shoff's  Machine  Shop, 
at  8  30  Fayette  Street,  in  Peoria,  and  is  also 
a  prominent  figure  in  the  city's  civic  and 
social  life  and  in  industrial  circles. 

Born  in  Peoria  on  May  1,  1902,  Mr.  Shoff 
is  the  son  of  Frank  B.  and  Frances  (Southey) 
Shoff,  both  also  natives  of  that  city.  His  fa- 
ther is  a  gardener.  After  completing  his  early 
education  in  Peoria's  elementary  schools, 
Frank  J.  Shoff  went  to  high  school  there  and, 
later,  took  night  courses  in  mathematics. 
For  twelve  years  he  was  a  machinist  in  the 
employ  of  the  AAery  Company  of  Peoria. 
When  he  resigned  his  job  with  this  concern, 
he  went  across  the  river  to  Pekin,  where 
for  the  next  two  years  he  was  with  Standard 
Brands,  Inc.  In  1930  Mr.  Shoff  participated 
in  the  organization  of  McBride  and  Shoff's 
Machine  Shop  and  has  since  guided  the  firm 
to  its  present  success.  The  firm  does  general 
machine  work  and  light  manufacturing,  em- 
ploying twenty-two  persons.  Its  customers 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  large  Greater 
Peoria  trading  territory,  throughout  which 
Mr.  Shoff  is  a  well  known  and  popular 
personality. 

On  October  10,  1923,  in  Peoria,  Mr.  Shoff 
married  Bertha  Marie  Neptune,  also  a  native 
of   that   city   and    the   daughter   of   Eno    and 
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Dina  (Cramer)  Neptune.  Mrs.  Shot'f's  parents 
were  born  in  Germany.  Her  father,  a  miller, 
died  in  1921,  her  mother  died  in  1924.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shoff  have  one  son,  Stanley  Walter 
Shoff,  who  was  born  on  June  16,  1929.  The 
son,  who  is  also  associated  with  McBride  and 
Shoff,  married  Barbara  McVoy  and  is  the  fa- 
ther of  Mickie  Shoff.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  J. 
Shoff  reside  at  3040  Seventh  Street,  Peoria, 
and  worship  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Shoff  is  active  in  the  Peoria  Associa- 
tion of  Commerce,  the  Illinois  Manufacturers 
Association  and  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He 
is  making  an  outstanding  contribution  to  busi- 
ness and  industrial  progress  in  Central  Illi- 
nois. 

JACK  CHARLES  SWENEY 

The  largest  independent  oil  marketing  or- 
ganization in  Illinois  is  the  Sweney  Gasoline 
and  Oil  Company  of  Peoria.  Of  this  concern 
Jack  Charles  Sweney  is  vice  president.  Aside 
from  distributing  oil  and  gasoline  and  re- 
lated products  and  maintaining  service  sta- 
tions, the  company  operates  a  soft  water  serv- 
ice in  the  City  of  Peoria.  Mr.  Sweney  is  well 
known  both  in  the  oil  and  softwater  operating- 
fields  and  in  the  civic  life  of  Peoria. 

He  is  a  native  of  Osage,  Iowa.  Born  on 
November  11,  1913,  he  is  the  son  of  Paul  I). 
and  Olyne  (Harris)  Sweney.  His  father  is 
president  of  the  Sweney  Gasoline  and  Oil 
Company,  which  was  established  by  the 
father's  brother,  Guy  D.  Sweney,  in  1909. 
The  brother  died  in  1931.  Paul  D.  Sweney 
is  also  a  native  of  Osage;  his  wife  was  born 
at  Grand  Meadow,  Minnesota.  Jack  Sweney 
first  went  to  school  at  Osage.  Following  gradu- 
ation from  Peoria  High  School,  he  entered 
the  University  of  Illinois  and  in  1936  was 
awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 
The  next  two  years  he  attended  the  Tide- 
water Refining  Company's  school  at  Bayonne, 
New  Jersey,  graduating  in  1938.  For  the  next 
four  years  he  was  with  the  Tidewater  Oil 
Company's  promotion  and  dealer  training  de- 
partment, leaving  to  enter  the  military  service. 
Throughout  most  of  American  participation 
in  World  War  II  he  was  with  the  United 
States  Navy  Air  Corps,  serving  in  the  At- 
lantic Theater  of  Operations  and  attaining 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Commander.  His  serv- 
ice was  terminated  in  November,  1945,  and 
he  returned  to  Peoria  to  associate  himself 
with  the  Sweney  Gasoline  and  Oil  Company. 
Sent  to  Springfield  as  division  manager,  he 
remained  there  until  1948,  when  he  was  elect- 
ed vice   president,  with  offices  at   Peoria,  his 


present  office  and  location.  Largest  independ- 
ent in  Illinois,  the  Sweney  company  operates 
a  water  terminal  and  eighteen  bulk  plants 
and  one  hundred  dealer  and  lessee  service  sta- 
tions in  the  state.  It  employs  125  persons  in 
the  oil  business.  In  its  softwater  plant  it  em- 
ploys eleven  persons. 

Jack  Sweney  married  Ethel  Mae  Louprette 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  April  11,  1942, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  a  daugh- 
ter, Jacqueline  Beau  Sweney,  born  on  Sep- 
tember 8,  1946.  Their  home  is  at  521  Gilbert 
Street,  Peoria,  while  Mr.  Sweney's  office  is  at 
301  South  Adams  Street. 

Mr.  Sweney  is  a  director  of  the  Servisoft 
Operators  Association  and  active  in  the  Illi- 
nois Petroleum  Marketing  Association,  the 
Peoria  Association  of  Commerce,  the  Ivy 
Club  and  the  Creve  Coeur  Club.  His  fraternity 
is  Phi  Gamma  Delta.  Tennis  and  boating  are 
his  favorite  recreations.  His  activities  already 
have  made  their  influence  felt  on  Illinois' 
business  development. 

GEORGE  WILLIAM  DARMSTAEDTER 

In  the  suburban  area  of  Carlinville,  seat  of 
Macoupin  County,  resides  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  downstate  Illinois — George 
William  Darmstaedter.  The  head  of  a  textile 
concern  which  he  has  developed  into  a  mil- 
lion-and-a-half-dollar operation,  Mr.  Darm- 
staedter is  also  associated  in  outstanding  fash- 
ion with  other  business  houses  and  is  a  lead- 
ing figure  in  local  and  state  activities  aimed 
at  the  general  welfare. 

Born  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  19  06,  Mr. 
Darmstaedter  is  the  son  of  William  and  Alma 
(Thelemann)  Darmstaedter,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Germany  and  who  came  to  this 
country  at  an  early  age.  The  senior  Mr. 
Darmstaedter's  birth  occurred  at  a  place  in 
the  homeland  called  Darmstadt.  George  Wil- 
liam Darmstaedter,  working  his  way  through 
school,  completed  his  education  in  the  night 
classes  of  the  City  College  of  Law  and  Finance 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  took  degrees 
in  commerce  and  law.  He  began  his  career 
in  the  textile  business  as  an  office  worker  for 
Briell  Rodgers  Cotton  Goods  Company.  Until 
1930,  he  traveled  for  that  concern  as  a  sales- 
man. Then  he  spent  a  year  as  salesman  for 
G.  H.  Buchanan  and  Company.  In  1932,  he 
went  to  Carlinville  to  take  over  his  present 
business  from  the  Buchanan  company,  which 
was  its  chief  creditor.  The  annual  volume 
of  the  business  was  then  about  $15,000.  It 
was  Mr.  Darmstaedter's  management  which 
built    the   volume   to    its    present    $1,500,000. 
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He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Springfield  Canada  Dry  Bottling  Com- 
pany, is  president  of  the  Midwest  Research 
and  Engineering  Company  of  Carlinville  and 
is  interested   in   other  enterprises. 

On  November  30,  1930,  in  Chicago,  Mr. 
Darmstaedter  married  Catherine  E.  Morton, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  E.  Morton.  Mrs. 
Darmstaedter  is  president  of  the  Parent- 
Teachers  Association  in  Carlinville  and  active 
in  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Darmstaedter 
is  a  member  of  the  Nazareth  Evangelical 
Church  in  St.  Louis.  The  Darmstaedters  are 
the  parents  of  two  sons —  George  William 
Darmstaedter,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1935. 
and  William  Darmstaedter,  II,  named  for  his 
grandfather,  who  was  born  in  1947. 

One  of  the  activities  which  has  helped 
establish  Mr.  Darmstaedter's  reputation  for 
zeal  in  the  public  interest  has  been  United 
States  Savings  Bond  campaigning.  He  is  not 
only  chairman  of  the  Macoupin  County  Sav- 
ings Bond  Committee,  but  also  a  member  of 
the  Illinois  State  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
United  States  Savings  Bond  Staff.  He  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Carlin- 
ville and  is  also  active  in  the  Carlinville 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  Re- 
publican Party.  His  hobby  is  the  training  of 
riding  horses  and  his  favorite  sport  is,  natur- 
ally, horseback  riding.  Just  one-quarter  of  an 
inch  below  six  feet  in  height,  he  is  an  im- 
posing figure  in  the  community — popular  in 
the  business  and  social  world. 

HON.  RUFUS  JEREMIAH  BOND 

Bond's  Corner,  in  Mount  Vernon,  is  famed 
throughout  Jefferson  County  as  a  center  of 
activities.  On  the  corner  stands  the  Porter 
and  Bond  Pharmacy,  the  oldest  firm  in  Mount 
Vernon,  and  from  this  business  and  from  the 
man  who  operated  it,  at  first  in  partnership 
and  then  in  sole  ownership  for  fifty-six  years 
the  corner  has  taken  its  name:  the  late  Rufus 
Jeremiah  Bond,  a  citizen  whose  exceptional 
contribution  to  business,  civic  and  cultural 
development  in  Illinois  is  still  remembered  and 
honored. 

Born  in  Jefferson  County  on  November  11, 
1847,  Rufus  J.  Bond  was  the  son  of  Michael 
and  Maria  (Fuller)  Bond.  His  family  came 
to  Illinois  from  Tennessee,  but  had  originated 
in  South  Carolina.  The  mother's  family,  re- 
lated to  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of  Method- 
ism, pioneered  in  Jefferson  County.  Rufus 
Bond  first  attended  the  rural  schools  of  his 
native    county.    He   worked    as   a   farm    hand 


at  fifty  cents  a  day  and  taught  in  the  rural 
schools  as  he  grew  older.  In  1866  he  became 
an  employee  of  Dr.  Porter,  who  had  founded 
Mount  Vernon's  first  drug  store,  about  1865. 
In  1868  Dr.  Porter  made  his  employee  a 
partner,  and  the  firm  became  known  as  Porter 
and  Bond.  Mr.  Bond  became  its  sole  owner 
just  prior  to  World  War  I.  It  is  today  still 
under  Bond  ownership.  At  first  on  North 
Tenth  Street,  the  pharmacy  now  stands  at 
Tenth  and  Broadway,  at  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  the  Square — the  corner  known  as  Bond's 
Corner.  Rufus  Bond  continued  active  in  the 
management  of  the  business  until  his  death 
on  December  15,  1924. 

Mr.  Bond's  wife  was  Mary  Jane  (England) 
Bond,  who  died  in  1929.,  Seven  children  were 
born  to  the  marriage — Norman,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Maude,  who  also  died  in  infancy; 
Harry  E.,  who  died  in  1925;  Anna  L.  Bond; 
Neil  K.,  who  died  in  1943;  Grover  C,  who 
died  in  1931 ;  Gretta,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Joe  N.  Marquis.  Anna  L.  Bond,  educated  in 
local  schools  and  at  the  University  of  Illinois, 
where  she  took  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  and  Master  of  Arts,  and  in  France  and 
Germany,  was  one  of  the  first  Mount  Vernon 
girls  to  attend  a  co-educational  school.  She 
taught  in  the  Mount  Vernon  Township  High 
School  from  1915  to  1943.  She  is  of  such 
prominence  in  Mount  Vernon  as  to  have 
served  as  vice  president  of  the  Business  and 
Professional  Women's  Club  of  that  city.  She 
was  prominent  in  University  of  Illinois  organ- 
izations, being  a  member  of  the  English  Club, 
the  German  Club  and  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa  in 
her  student  days.  Her  brother  Neil  had  one 
son,  Dr.  R.  J.  Bond,  who  was  on  his  way 
to  fame  as  an  oral  and  plastic  surgeon  when 
he  died  in  1948,  leaving  a  widow  and  two 
daughters,  Mary  Jane  and  Julia  Ann  Bond. 
After  the  death  of  Rufus  Bond,  the  Porter  and 
Bond  drug  store  was  conducted  by  Neil  and 
Grover  Bond  until  their  respective  deaths.  In 
1948  it  was  acquired  from  the  other  heirs  by 
Anna  L.  Bond,  and  Mrs.  Gretta  Bond  Mar- 
quis who  continue  the  business  with  modern 
progressive  adaptations  of  the  traditions  and 
policies  established  by  their  late  father. 

The  pharmacy  was  not  Rufus  Bond's  only 
interest.  He  served  as  president  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Loan  and  Building  Association  and 
was  a  director  in  the  Third  National  Bank 
and  the  Mount  Vernon  Car  Company.  In  his 
volunteer  activities  he  served  on  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  University  of  Illinois  and  as 
County  Treasurer  of  Jefferson  County.  He 
was  a  man  of  high  integrity  and  devotion  to 
his  chosen  business,  which  he  regarded  as  a 
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profession.  A  true  Christian  gentleman,  the 
nobility  of  his  faith  was  reflected  in  his 
appearance,  enhanced  by  a  Van  Dyke  beard. 
One  of  Jefferson  County's  great  men,  he  left 
a  heritage  for  the  future — a  heritage  which 
his  daughters  are  passing  on  through  efforts 
as  strenuous  and  sincere  as  his  own. 

JOHN  WILLARD  JONES 

A  leading  automobile  dealer  in  Southern 
Illinois  and  the  Greater  Egyptian  area  is  John 
Willard  Jones  of  Cairo.  He  is  the  sole  owner 
of  the  Riverside  Chevrolet  Company  of  Cairo. 
Mr.  Jones  is  not  only  active  in  business  and 
business  organizations  in  Cairo  and  Alexander 
County,  but  also  in  civic  activities  tending  to 
promote  the  development  of  the  region.  He 
is  a  large  landowner  at  Mattoon. 

Born  in  Seymore,  Champaign  County,  on 
February  5,  1894,  Mr.  Jones  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Ida  (Mendal)  Jones.  His  father, 
a  farmer,  came  to  the  United  States  from 
County  Cork,  Ireland.  The  mother  was  a 
native  of  Illinois.  John  Willard  Jones  is  the 
fifth  of  six  children,  the  others  being  Mabel, 
Ethel,  Nina,  Edward,  now  deceased,  and  Ray- 
mond, also  deceased.  He  attended  public 
school  at  Seymore  and  Mattoon,  quitting, 
because  of  family  circumstances,  when  he  was 
in  the  eighth  grade.  He  worked  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  when  he 
went  to  Detroit,  Michigan.  There  he  obtained 
his  first  job  off  the  farm —  that  of  usher  in 
a  vaudeville  theater.  Later,  he  worked  for 
the  Chalmers  Motor  Company  of  Detroit  and 
the  Detroit- Jewell  Stove  Company.  In  1917, 
Mr.  Jones  returned  to  Mattoon,  but  soon  after- 
ward, the  United  States  having  entered  World 
War  I,  he  went  into  the  Army.  He  served  at 
Camp  Grant  until  his  discharge  in  1919,  with 
the  rank  of  Corporal. 

Once  more  he  returned  to  Mattoon  and  with 
that  city  as  a  base  sold  subscriptions  for  The 
Prairie  Farmer  in  several  counties.  Then  he 
farmed  for  three  years  on  12  0  acres  near 
Mattoon  which  he  had  rented.  At  the  end  of 
this  period  Mr.  Jones  went  to  Springfield, 
the  State  capital,  and  there  worked  for  the 
Service  Recognition  Board  for  a  year  and 
one-half  and,  afterward,  for  the  State  Senate 
as  a  committee  clerk  for  two  years.  Next,  he 
sold  Hudson  and  Essex  automobiles  for  six 
months  and  then  was  a  salesman  for  a  Chev- 
rolet dealer  in  Springfield  for  eleven  years. 
In  1936  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  Riverside 
Chevrolet  Company  in  Cairo,  and  with  his 
partner  operated  it  until  1947.  Since  that 
year,   when   he  bought  out   his   partner's  in- 


terest, he  has  been  sole  owner.  He  has  de- 
veloped the  business  to  a  point  where  much 
of  Alexander  County  is  his  territory.  Four- 
teen persons  are  employed  on  his  sales  and 
service  staff  and  in  his  office. 

On  September  8,  1932,  Mr.  Jones  married 
Gayle  Akers,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jaushen  Akers,  of  Mattoon.  They  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Donald  Jones,  born  Novem- 
ber 9,  1931,  who  graduated  from  the  Cairo 
High  School,  attended  Western  Military 
Academy  at  Alton,  and  is  now  a  student  at 
Southern  Illinois  University.  They  worship  in 
the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  director  of  the  Retail  Mer- 
chants Association  of  Cairo  and  is  now  serv- 
ing on  the  board  of  the  Egyptian  Country 
Club,  of  which  he  is  a  former  president  and 
vice-president.  He  is  also  active  in  the  Na- 
tional Automobile  Dealers  Association,  the 
Illinois  Automobile  Dealers  Association,  the 
Kiwanis  Club  of  Cairo,  the  Cairo  Lodge  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Cairo  Association  of  Commerce.  He  owns 
12  0  acres  of  land  at  Mattoon.  These  he  rents 
out.  He  is  considered  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  Cairo  and  is  respected  as  a  citizen 
working  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  and  region. 

JACK  EVERETT  HORSLEY,  A.B.,  LL.B. 

A  familiar  figure  in  the  State  and  Federal 
Courts  in  Illinois  is  that  of  Jack  Everett  Hors- 
ley,  an  outstanding  member  of  the  Illinois 
Bar.  Member  of  the  law  firm  of  Craig  and 
Craig,  Mattoon,  Mr.  Horsley  is  prominent  in 
the  railroad  world,  in  the  field  of  education, 
in  professional,  fraternal  and  veterans'  orga- 
nizations. He  has  had  a  distinguished  mili- 
tary career. 

Mr.  Horsley  was  born  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
on  December  12,  1915,  the  son  of  Charles 
Ellsworth  and  Edith  Viola  (Timms)  Horsley. 
His  father,  the  son  of  Joseph  Horsley,  who 
pioneered  in  lead  mining  and  plastering  at 
Lafayette  County,  Wisconisin,  is  a  retired 
Master  Mechanic  who  spent  years  with  the 
Illinois  Division,  Illinois  Central  Railroad. 
His  mother  is  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Funk 
and  Emma  (Sampson)  Timms,  who  were 
early  settlers  in  Stephenson  County;  she  is 
the  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Arch  Sampson, 
member  of  the  Dartmouth  class  of  1842,  who 
was  a  pioneer  physician  at  Fairplay,  Wiscon- 
sin. Jack  E.  Horsley,  after  attending  James 
H.  Bowen  High  School,  Chicago,  studied  at 
the  University  of  Illinois.  In  June,  1937,  he 
took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree;  two  years 
later  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 


480 


LIBRARY     OF    AMERICAN    LIVES 


JOHN  WILLARD  JONES 


■HHHHHBBHIM 


JACK  EVERETT  HORSLEY,  LL.B. 


He   was    elected    to    Delta    Phi,    Sigma    Delta 
Kappa  and  the  Adelphic  Debating  Society. 

Except   for  the  time  he  spent  in  the  mili- 
tary service  in  World  War  II,  Mr.  Horsley  has 
been  active  with  Craig  and  Craig  in  Mattoon. 
From  June,  1939,  to  January  1,  1948,  he  was 
an  associate  member  of  the  firm.   Since  Janu- 
ary   1,    1948,    he    has    been    a    member.     The 
firm's    practice    was    founded    by    James    W. 
Craig   in    1868.    The   firm   has   been    in   con- 
tinuous practice  under  its  present  name  at  the 
same  location,  1803  Broadway,  Mattoon,  since 
then.    Besides  Mr.  Horsley,  the  following  are 
members  of  the  firm  today:    Judge  J.  Craig 
Van  Meter,  Fred  H.  Kelly,  Robert  M.  Werden, 
Howard   W.   Campbell  and  David  E.   Furnall. 
Associate  attorneys  are  J.  H.  Anderson,  John 
C.   Robison  and  John  E.  Jacobsen.    The  firm 
handles  trial  practice,  real  estate,  oil  and  gas 
and   probate   practice.    It   has   offices   both   at 
Mattoon   and     Mount     Vernon.      Among     the 
clients    are    oil    companies,    various    big    rail- 
roads   (Mr.  Horsley  is  local  attorney  for  the 
Illinois  Central),  insurance  firms  and  others. 
Mr.   Horsley  has   been   married   twice.    His 
first  wife  was  Sallie  Kelley,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward   L.    and    Olive     (Phelps)     Kelley.     The 
wedding  took  piace  in  Champaign  on  June  12, 
1939.   She  died  February  7,  1949.    The  entire 
community    mourned    her    untimely    passing. 
A    graduate    of    Rockford    High    School,    tne 
first    Mrs.    Horsley    was   captain    of    the   Wo- 
men's Varsity  Swimming  Team  and  the  Ter- 
rapin   (women's  swimming)   Club  at  the  Uni- 
versity    of     Illinois.      Mr.     Horsley    married 
(second)    Bertha  Jane  Newland,  daughter  of 
Charles  A.  and  Bertha  (Cavanaugh)  Newland. 
This  marriage  was  solemnized  at  Pawnee  on 
February  24,  1950.    The  present  Mrs.  Horsley 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Mattoon  High  School  and 
St.    John's    School    of    Nursing,    Springfield. 
She  practiced  as  a  Registered  Nurse  in  both 
Illinois  and  New  Mexico  and  was  highly  noted 
as    a   skilled    and    able    practioner. 

Mr.  Horsley's  military  career  began  June, 
1937,  when  he  was  commissioned  a  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army  Re- 
serve. In  June,  1940,  he  was  promoted  to 
First  Lieutenant.  He  was  detailed  as  Staff 
Judge  Advocate,  Air  Transport  Command  as- 
signments; served  as  such  with  the  Seventh 
Group,  Great  Falls,  Montana,  and  in  the 
European  Theater.  On  January  10,  1946,  he 
was  placed  on  inactive  status.  He  was  then 
a  Lieutenant  Colonel,  the  rank  he  continues 
to  hold  in  the  Reserve.  At  home  he  is  active 
in  both  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and 
the  American  Legion.   He  is  also  active  in  the 


Masonic  order  and  in  the  Coles  County  and 
American  Bar  Associations.  From  194  6  to 
1948  he  was  president  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, Mattoon  School  District.  A  prominent 
third-generation  Republican,  he  served  on  the 
board  of  the  Young  Republicans  Club  of 
Coles  County  in  1946-1947.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Science  Mother 
Church,  Boston,  since  1930.  For  two  terms 
(193  7-1939)  he  was  a  reader  in  Christian 
Science  at  the  University  of  Illinois.  Read- 
ing and  golf  are  his  recreations. 

A  further  fact  about  Mr.  Horsley:  he  is 
the  father  of  Pamela  Horsley,  born  in  Mat- 
toon March  11,  1942,  and  Charles  E.  Horsley, 
II,  born  in  Mattoon  February  2,  194  5.  Both 
are  the  children  of  his  late  first  wife.  He  is 
famed  as  a  father  as  well  as  citizen. 

JEROME  J.  SHOLEM 

Member  of  a  pioneer  merchandising  family 
of  Illinois,  Jerome  J.  Sholem  today  heads  two 
major  businesses  in  Champaign — a  retail  shoe 
store,  which  in  1945  celebreated  its  seventy- 
fifth  anniversary,  and  the  Kiler  Furniture 
Company,  which  he  acquired  with  his  sons, 
Myron  J.,  Stanford  H.,  and  William  Sholem 
II,  third  generation  in  the  business,  when  they 
joined  him  in  the  various  Sholem  enterprises. 
In  addition  to  these  firms,  Mr.  Sholem  owns 
and  operates  business  properties  in  the  cen- 
tral business  district  of  Champaign,  in  the 
University  of  Illinois  campus  area,  and  in 
Paris,  Edgar  County,  where  his  family  began 
its  early  commercial  activities.  Veteran  of 
World  War  I,  Mr.  Sholem  is  active  in  the 
American  Legion  and  the  Elks  Lodge,  as  well 
as   other  civic   and   organizational   work. 

Born  at  Paris  on  October  20,  1895,  Jerome 
J.  Sholem  is  the  son  of  William  and  Flora 
(Grabenheimer)  Sholem.  His  father,  who  was 
born  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  on  March  2, 
1852,  pioneered  as  a  merchant  in  Edgar 
County,  with  headquarters  in  Paris.  He  be- 
came an  outstanding  citizen  of  the  state,  a 
man  whose  contribution  to  progress  and  wel- 
fare is  still  well  remembered  and  honored. 
On  his  mother's  side,  Jerome  Sholem  is  a 
grandson  of  the  late  Meyer  Grabenheimer 
who  pioneered  ■  in  retail  merchandising  in 
Clark  County,  before  the  Civil  War.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Meyer  Grabenheimer  emi- 
grated from  Coblenz,  Germany  and  established 
a  retail  store  at  Marshall,  Illinois,  in 
Clark  County  that  has  been  continuously  in 
operation  since  1848.  This  store  has  just 
recently  been  remodeled  into  one  of  the  most 
modern  clothing  and  shoe  stores  in  southern 
Illinois. 
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Jerome  Sholem  was  graduated  from  the 
Paris  High  School  in  1913.  At  high  school 
he  was  the  editor  of  "Arena,"  the  school  pa- 
per. He  then  attended  college  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Notre  Dame  at  South  Bend,  Indiana, 
where  he  was  staff  correspondent  for  the  old 
Chicago  Record-Herald  and  personally  cov- 
ered the  early  football  victories  for  Knute 
Rockne's  famous  forward-passing  football 
teamjn  1913.  At  the  University  of  Illinois, 
where  he  later  transferred,  he  was  night  ed- 
itor of  the  "Daily  Illini".  Also,  he  was  elected 
to  Zeta  Beta  Tau  Fraternity. 

On  completing  his  education  Mr.  Sholem  re- 
turned to  Paris  and  there  joined  his  father 
and  brother  David  in  the  retail  shoe  business, 
and  with  his  brother  and  father,  erected  the 
first  office  building  in  Paris,  on  the  East  side 
of  the  square.  This  was  in  1915.  When  the 
United  States  entered  World  War  I,  Mr.  Sho- 
lem enlisted  in  the  307th  Field  Artillery  and, 
made  a  Sergeant,  was  attached  to  its  Battery 
C.  At  the  end  of  the  war,  instead  of  return- 
ing to  the  family  partnership  at  Paris,  Jerome 
Sholem  established  himself  in  Champaign.  He 
opened  his  first  shoe  store  at  312  North  Hick- 
ory Street.  But  the  business  grew  to  such  an 
extent  that  in  1924  he  was  obliged  to  move 
to  larger  quarters  at  the  corner  of  Neil  and 
Church  Streets.  Ten  years  later,  he  made  yet 
another  move,  this  time  to  his  own  building 
at  No.  8  and  10  Main  Street.  This  is  the 
location  in  which  was  celebrated  the  seventy- 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  Sholem's  activity 
in  the  shoe  business,  in  1945.  In  the  World 
War  II  period,  Mr.  Sholem  opened  branches 
at  Rantoul  and  Table  Grove,  Illinois,  and  in 
Franklin,  Indiana.  The  Rantoul  store  is  still 
in  operation.  In  1948,  when  his  sons  became 
his  partners,  Mr.  Sholem  purchased  the  C.  A. 
Kiler  Furniture  Store  at  24-26  Main  Street, 
Champaign,  from  Charlie  Kiler.  The  Kiler 
store  was  completely  modernized  and  has  been 
continued  in  operation  along  with  the  Sholem 
shoe  store.  Mr.  Sholem  owns  the  business 
building  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Walnut 
Streets  and  an  apartment  building  at  509 
East  Green  Street  in  Champaign  as  well  as 
other  properties  in  Paris.  He  is  a  partner 
in  the  Paxton  Oil  Syndicate 

In  St.  Louis  on  February  19,  1922,  Mr. 
Sholem  was  married  to  Faye  Siegal,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Siegal.  They  have 
three  sons:  Myron  J.,  and  Stanford  H.,  both 
of  whom  are  graduates  of  the  University  of 
Illinois,  and  William  H.  who  is  a  student  at 
the  Champaign  High  School.   The  family  home 


is   at    1016    West   University   Avenue,    Cham- 
paign,  and  they  worship  at   Sinai  Temple. 

Jerome  J.  Sholem  is  a  member  of  the 
Champaign  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  the  National  Shoe  Retailers' 
Association;  the  National  Furniture  Dealers 
Association ;  the  Grand  Rapids  Furniture  Mak- 
ers Guild;  the  Champaign  Post  of  the  Amer- 
ican Legion  and  the  Champaign  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  The  contribution  he  has  made  to 
growth  of  the  Champaign-Urbana  area  is 
widely   acknowledged. 

GEORGE  HUDSON  MUGGE 

From  George  Hudson  Mugge  of  Harris- 
burg  comes  leadership  which  has  helped  for- 
ward progress  and  growth  in  many  fields  in 
Saline  County.  He  is  the  owner  and  operator 
of  the  Royal  Crown  Bottling  Company  of 
Harrisburg,  a  developer  of  the  Saline  County 
Fair  Association  and  the  agricultural,  com- 
mercial, industrial  and  civic  pursuits  it 
espouses  and  an  outstanding  figure  in  frater- 
nal and  veterans'  circles.  In  World  War  II, 
he  made  his  talents  available  to  the  American 
war  effort,  serving  as  an  Army  officer. 

Mr.  Mugge  was  born  in  Harrisburg  on  May 
11,  1900,  the  second  of  the  three  children  of 
George  Guy  and  Hortense  (Hudson)  Mugge. 
His  father,  who  was  born  at  Shawneetown, 
the  seat  of  Gallatin  County,  is  a  retired  mer- 
chant. For  years  the  elder  George  Mugge  was 
active  in  public  life  at  Harrisburg.  He  was 
one  of  the  men  who  sank  the  first  deep-shaft 
coal  mine  in  Saline  County.  He  served  on  the 
Harrisburg  school  board  for  forty-five  years 
and  was  chairman  of  the  campaign  which 
raised  the  funds  for  the  first  hospital  in  the 
county.  For  thirty  years  he  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  City  National  Bank  of  Harris- 
burg. He  was  prominent  among  Republicans. 
His  father  was  George  Mugge,  also  of  Shaw- 
neetown, a  lumberman.  George  Hudson 
Mugge's  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  Hudson,  well  known  Williamson 
County  physician. 

Mr.  Mugge  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Harrisburg.  Graduated  from 
the  Harrisburg  High  School  in  1917,  he- 
went  on  to  the  University  of  Illinois  and  in 
1921  was  awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  Business  Administration.  He  was 
the  president  of  the  junior  class  at  the  uni- 
versity and  was  elected  to  Beta  Theta  Pi 
Fraternity.  Soon  after  taking  his  degree  Mr. 
Mugge  returned  to  Harrisburg  and  joined  his 
father  in  the  mercantile  business,  becoming 
general    manager    of    the    store,    which    was 
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known  throughout  the  county  simply  as 
Mugge's.  The  store  burned  down  in  1924  and 
the  Mugges  did  not  rebuild.  George  H.  Mugge 
then  entered  the  produce  business,  which  he 
followed  from  1924  to  1941.  He  now  owns 
farms  in  North  Dakota  and  Arkansas  aggre- 
gating 2,300  acres.  In  1946,  he  became  operator 
of  the  Royal  Crown  Bottling  Company  of 
Harrisburg,  which  has  a  territory  of  four 
counties.  Mr.  Mugge  is  well  known  in  the 
beverage  industry. 

On  December  15,  1944,  Mr.  Mugge  married 
Sorado  Joyner,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Werner  Joyner  of  Harrisburg.  Mrs.  Mugge  is 
well  known  in  the  community.  She  and  Mr. 
Mugge  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Mugge  was  in  the  Quartermaster 
Corps,  United  States  Army,  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage.  He  went  into  the  service  in  1941 
and  was  separated  on  August  29,  1945.  He 
was  then  holding  the  rank  of  Major.  He 
served  as  a  purchasing  and  contracting  offi- 
cer for  the  Quartermaster  Corps  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Today  he  is  one 
of  the  outstanding  personalities  in  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  in  Saline  County.  He  is  past  com- 
mander of  the  Harrisburg  Post  and  is  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Legion  Home  Associa- 
tion. Another  channel  through  which  he  is 
serving  the  county  is  the  Saline  County  Fair 
Association,  of  which  he  is  also  president.  He, 
in  association  with  others,  bought  the  forty 
acres  for  the  Fair  Grounds  in  Harrisburg 
and  spent  $60,000  on  improvements.  Also,  he 
has  organized  a  Saddle  Club  in  connection 
with  the  Fair.  He  serves  on  the  Harrisburg 
board  of  education  and  is  past  exalted  ruler 
of  the  Harrisburg  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  Also,  he  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  order,  being  a  Noble  of  the  Shrine 
at  East  St.  Louis,  and  to  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  For 
years  until  1941,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ki- 
wanis  Club  of  Harrisburg.  His  interests  and 
activities  have  made  him  outstanding  in  Saline 
County. 

HAROLD  P.  KLINKE 

The  Postmaster  of  Alton,  Harold  P.  Klinke, 
is  known  throughout  Illinois.  He  is  a  man 
who  has  been  active  in  numerous  spheres  of 
interest,  including  business,  politics  and  civic 
affairs.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Klinke 
Ice  Company  and  a  partner  in  the  Klinke 
Ice  and  Fuel  Company,  both  of  which  operate 
in  and  out  of  Alton,  and  he  is  a  prominent 
figure   in   the   ice   and   fuel    industry   and   in 


the  stoker  and  locker  industries,  and  he  is 
one  of  the  outstanding  citizens  of  Madison 
County. 

Postmaster  Klinke  was  born  in  Alton  on 
October  31,  1911,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Schenk)  Klinke,  both  also  natives  of  Madi- 
son County.  The  father  established  an  ice 
manufacturing-  plant  in  Alton,  known  as  the 
Klinke  Ice  Company.  The  future  postmaster 
attended  St.  Mary's  Parochial  School  and 
Marquette  High  School,  graduating  from  the 
latter  in  1929.  In  1933,  he  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Commercial  Science  at  the  St. 
Louis  School  of  Commerce  and  Finance  of 
St.  Louis  University.  He  majored  in  account- 
ing so  that  he  could  "cope"  with  the  problems 
of  business,  he  says.  During  his  years  at  col- 
lege Mr.  Klinke  was  in  complete  charge  of 
the  books  and  accounting  at  his  father's  ice 
plant  and  returned  to  Alton  every  afternoon 
from  St.  Louis  to  hold  down  his  full-time  job. 
He  had  also  been  active  in  the  ice  plant  in  his 
high  school  days. 

When  he  left  the  university  in  1933,  Mr. 
Klinke  organized  the  Klinke  Ice  and  Fuel 
Company,  a  retail  organization  to  distribute 
the  major  portion  of  the  ice  made  by  his 
father's  manufacturing  company.  This  meant 
the  organization  of  a  fleet  of  trucks  and  a 
corps  of  drivers.  The  coal  yard  he  added  also 
did  a  wholesale  business,  and  the  firm,  in 
addition,  handled  stokers.  It  was  one  of  the 
first  stoker  dealers  in  the  area  and  offered 
a  complete  service.  The  company  since  has 
added  850  food  lockers  and  it  processes  and 
quick-freezes  meat.  The  ice  and  fuel  company 
operates  thirteen  trucks  and  one  wholesale 
truck,  and  serves  an  area  in  a  radius  of 
twenty-five  miles  of  Alton,  giving  nearby 
small  towns  the  same  advantages  they  would 
have  with  plants  of  their  own.  Thirty-five  are 
employed.  Mr.  Klinke  is  vice  president  of 
Klinke  Ice  Company  and  is  a  partner  of  John 
W.  Lauer  in  the  Klinke  Ice  and  Fuel  Com- 
pany. 

On  June  20,  1933,  Mr.  Klinke  married  Mary 
R.  Kirk,  the  daughter  of  William  Kirk  of 
Alton.  They  have  two  children — Patricia  Jean, 
born  September  11,  1934,  and  Harold  Anthony, 
born  September  15,  1940.  Both  were,  in  1949, 
in  Alton's  parochial  schools.  The  family  be- 
longs to  St.  Patrick's  Parish  and  is  active  in 
its  work. 

Mr.  Klinke's  interest  and  activity  in  public 
affairs  brought  him  to  the  attention  of  Presi- 
dent Harry  Truman  and  on  October  31,  1944, 
his  thirty-third  birthday,  he  was  sworn  into 
office  as  Postmaster  of  Alton.  That  city  is  a 
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first  class  post  office,  doing  a  quarter-million 
dollars'  business  a  year  and  employing  about 
eighty  persons.  On  a  recent  Post  Office  De- 
partment inspection,  the  Alton  Post  Office 
achieved  the  grade  of  ninety-six  percent,  the 
highest  in  the  history  of  that  post  office,  and 
this  achievement  was  directly  attributed  to 
the  man  now  heading  it. 

Postmaster  Klinke  is  a  member  of  the  Madi- 
son County  Postmasters  Association,  the  Na- 
tional Postmasters  Association,  the  Greater 
Alton  Association  of  Commerce,  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  the  Elks,  Rotary  and  Rock 
Springs  Country  Club.  He  is  a  Democrat  and 
golf  is  his  favorite  recreation.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  organizations  in  his  field  of  busi- 
ness, and  is  a  former  director  of  the  Illinois 
State  Locker  Association.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  he  is  one  of  the  popular  citizens 
of  Alton. 

HON.  C.  DALE  CARPENTER 

To  say  that,  as  credit  manager  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Furnace  and  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Mount  Vernon,  C.  Dale  Carpen- 
ter has  achieved  an  outstanding  position 
among  the  citizenry  of  that  community  and 
that  section  of  the  state  is  to  tell  only  half 
the  story.  For,  in  addition  to  his  activity  in 
this  big  business  concern  and  related  com- 
mercial fields,  Mr.  Carpenter  has  made  him- 
self an  invaluable  citizen  of  Mount  Vernon 
and  Jefferson  County.  He  has  served  as 
chairman  of  the  city's  Fire  and  Police  Com- 
mission and  helped  give  the  municipality  one 
of  the  finest  systems  of  security  and  safety 
in  the  downstate  region,  he  has  been  a  Boy 
Scout  leader  and  an  officer  in  various  civic 
groups,  including  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
and  in  various  ways  aided  the  causes  of 
health,   welfare   and   culture. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
Wayne  County  on  November  30,  1899,  the 
son  of  Fred  and  Annette  (Chase)  Carpenter. 
His  father,  a  farmer  and  leading  Methodist 
layman,  was  a  native  of  Charitan,  Iowa, 
brought  to  Illinois  by  his  parents  when  he 
was  a  year  and  one-half  old.  The  mother 
is  also  a  native  of  Wayne  County.  Dale  Car- 
penter spent  his  boyhood  on  the  family  farm, 
attending  rural  schools  until  he  was  four- 
teen. For  two  years  he  attended  high  school 
at  Dahlgren,  in  Hamilton  County,  and  for  his 
final  two  years  he  was  at  Mount  Vernon  High 
School.  After  high  school,  he  taught  for  two 
terms  in  a  one-room  rural  school  in  his  native 
county.  In  1921  he  went  to  Urbana  and  matri- 


culated at  the  University  of  Illinois.  He  was 
unable  to  continue  until  he  received  his  de- 
gree, for  three  years  after  his  entrance  he 
was  obliged  by  financial  difficulties  to  leave. 
On  May  1,  1925,  after  temporary  employment 
with  others,  Mr.  Carpenter  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Mount  Vernon  Furnace  and  Manufac- 
turing Company.  His  first  post  was  that  of 
bookkeeper.  But  he  soon  rose  in  responsi- 
bility and  authority  and  by  1937  was  a 
member  of  the  company's  board  of  directors. 
His  present  duties  come  under  the  heading  of 
credit  manager.  He  is  also  the  public  rela- 
tions representative  of  the  company.  When 
he  joined  the  company,  it  manufactured  fur- 
naces and  laundry  stoves.  But  in  1928,  an 
enameling  plant  was  erected  and  since  then 
the  concern  has  produced  a  variety  of  units, 
including  enameled  gas  and  coal  stoves, 
ranges  and  furnaces.  All  its  products  are 
sold  through  jobbers.  In  Mr.  Carpenter's  time 
with  the  company  its  payroll  has  grown  from 
fifty-five  to  three  hundred  twenty-five.  Mr. 
Carpenter  has  become  well  known  in  the 
business. 

In  1939  Mr.  Carpenter  married  Grace  Brat- 
lie  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children — Donald  Dale  Car- 
penter, born  June  2,  1942;  Jerry  Alden  Car- 
penter, born  April  21,  1944,  and  Floyd  Win- 
ston Carpenter,  born  February  23,  1946.  The 
entire  family  worships  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Carpenter  is  chairman 
of  the  official  board  and,  consequently,  also 
the  head  of  several  important  committees. 

In  the  community  at  large,  Mr.  Carpenter 
gave  five  years  of  service  on  the  Fire  and 
Police  Commission,  from  1944  to  1949,  and 
was  chairman  in  his  final  year.  The  present 
modern  fire-fighting  equipment  of  the  city 
was  purchased  during  his  administration.  He 
was  the  Boy  Scout  leader  in  the  Lions  Club 
of  Mount  Vernon  in  1928  and  served  as 
Scoutmaster  for  the  years  1926-1928  inclu- 
sive. He  was  on  various  boards  of  the  Lions 
Club  until  he  became  president  in  1938-39, 
having  served  in  the  capacities  of  program 
chairman,  attendance  chairman  and  song 
leader.  For  three  years  he  was  on  the  board 
of  the  Mount  Vernon  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  has  been  prominent  in  Masonry  since  the 
1920's  and  is  active  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  Royal 
Arch  Masons  and  the  Knights  Templar.  He 
is  on  the  board  and  greens  committee  chair- 
man of  the  Green  Hills  Country  Club.  In 
World  War  II,  he  was  payroll  division  chair- 
man in  Bond  drives.  He  has  amply  proved  his 
value  as  a  citizen. 
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